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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30 am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Len Currie 
Secretary:  Barb Nichols 
 

Committee: 
Vice President:  Peter Cox 
Treasurer:  Barb Nichols 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard 
Outings:  Diana Paris 
Almoner:  Rob McGovern 
Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
 
 

Roster Duties for May Meeting – Please be there by 8.45 to prepare. 
Setting up:  Dave Kerse, Peter Cox, Colin Edwards, Dave Dunnett   
Morning tea:  June Campbell-Tong, Bev Marsden, Sue Walker 
Meeters and greeters:  Each month, the first name of each list above will be 
the two people to act in these roles so for May it will be Dave and June. 
Thanking the speaker:  June Campbell-Tong 

DATE of MAY MEETING:  Wednesday 2nd  
GUEST SPEAKER:  Elizabeth Coluzzi who is involved in recycling in Porirua. 
 

 
Birthday draw winners:  March – (perhaps it should be written draw . . .  and draw . . .  and draw . . .) 

finally the name of 94 year old, Dorothy Hallpike, was drawn. Congratulations 
to Dorothy. 
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The most recent meeting:  The meeting held on April 4th saw the induction of 
another 4 members by the Club’s president which means the membership is 
currently sitting at 118 members. 
 
Reminders were given about the Probus travel insurance which may be of interest to 
some, and of the September Rendezvous to be held in Palmerston North. 
 
Attention was drawn to medical record cards on which relevant information 
regarding any medical condition you may have, or medication that you might need, 
(or should not take) is recorded.  Probus recommend that this card be carried with 
you when you are on a Probus outing as you are insured by them when you are on a  
Probus outing. 
 

Three Minute Speakers 
 
The quality of the silence that settles on the audience as people share a brief look at their 
lives speaks for itself in terms of the interest that is shown when people speak. The board 
went around for people to put their names down to take part as it is something that all 
members will be invited to be a part of. 
 
Peter Cox:  A Wellington born and bred man who remembers the days when the trams ran 
through the streets of the capital city.  He was educated in Wellington and Wanganui when 
his family moved there.  Secondary school was attractive as it allowed him to not only eat 
his lunch but also to play lots of soccer! (This appears as if it might be a theme for some of 
the male speakers!)  Peter’s love of sport has seen a great deal of his working life devoted to 
it from being on Sport Wanganui (Trust), local sports radio announcer, working with 
academic underachievers through training for many months of the year on Mt Ruapehu.  
These young, unemployed men learnt not only how to survive in the conditions but also 
how to behave and markedly increase their skills sets.  Many ended up being fully 
employed.  The most memorable thing for Peter was being the CEO of the Life Education 
Trust as it served children so well. 
 
Diana Paris:  Very much a local as Diana was not only born in the area but went to school 
and has lived here all her life.  She shared a wonderful memory of her first day at school at 
Plimmerton when she had to collect her chair and carry it all the way up the drive to the 
new school – which of course felt huge to her.  When secondary education ended at Tawa 
College she had three choices, teachers college, secretarial college or to answer an 
advertisement in the paper.  Diana chose the latter and entered the world of computer 
programming.  Despite existing in a fog for the first six months because of the new language 
and demands of being computer literate, she stuck it out and it shaped her whole working 
life.  Ten years off work to raise their four children did not stop her from returning to the 
exact same firm – but this time, on her own terms, where she remained until her 
retirement.  Her last responsibility before leaving was to manage all the software for the 
Emigration department and it was interesting to learn what happens when you check in at 
the airport and sit around waiting for your flight to depart.  The data contained is sent to the 
country of disembarkation and if you have blotted your copy book, you may be refused 
entry. 
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Graham Craig: Born in Hamilton, Graham moved around every few years as both his parents 
were teachers and their promotion saw the need to move.  While Graham liked to play lots 
of sports he claimed not being able to run very fast.  In handicapped races he always had the 
largest start but still managed to come last!  Forays into indoor basketball meant he found a 
place he could play well.  Initial study was undertaken at Canterbury University in civil 
engineering but billiards and snooker interfered just a tad, so when his parents moved to 
Dunedin, Graham went to Otago University and studied physics and maths.  Based in Waihi 
as a research and development engineer for the PYE firm, he started a basketball club as 
there was little to offer in Waihi, and it is still going incredibly well and strong today.  
Graham also became involved in car rallying and trialling but with the birth of two sons that 
was curtailed.  A move to Auckland and then back to Waihi dealing with his line of work, and 
finally involvement with the Waihopai intelligence gathering and tracking station . . .  for 
which he built the antennae . . .  Now living in Whitby both Craig and his wife Annette are 
keen walkers and cyclists -  and there was a quiet gasp as he said they had recently cycled 
the Rimutaka Incline! 
 

 

Mid Canterbury Probus Clubs 
 
Peter Cox reported that the above group of clubs has been vocal in promoting 
their opinion in as much as they do not like the way that the PSP operates, and 
are encouraging Probus clubs to severe their ties with the PSP.  Peter pointed 
out that the elected committee of our club had read the five page missive and 
discussed at length the position we are in.  We have just begun as a club, our 
membership fees are paid up and this is an issue that has raised its head 
before, so the feeling was that the committee takes a watching brief but we 
stay as we are for the moment.  There is a meeting in Paraparaumu hosted by 
Waikanae Central Probus Club later in April where this issue will be discussed. 
It was moved and carried unanimously that the status quo be maintained. 
Further information will be provided as it comes to light. 
 
 
 
FACTS CAN BE FASCINATING – BUT USELESS!! 
 
Emus and kangaroos cannot walk backwards and are on the Australian coat of arms for that reason.    
 
Camel milk does not curdle.    
 
A duck’s quack does not echo and no one knows why! 
 

++++++++ 
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Queen’s Birthday Weekend – Mt. Ruapehu 

 

If you are interested in a visit to Mt. Ruapehu over Queens’ Birthday 

weekend, please get in touch with Peter Lillico on ph.: 233 1281. 

 

Peter has run this trip over the last 18 years involving Rotary members 

and friends.  The lodge accommodates 32 people and it is very 

comfortable and affordable.  It is a great environment to experience.  

Weather permitting, walks are organised and there are hot pools not too 

far away.  Or, you can just simply enjoy the fellowship. 

 

 

 

INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 

Club 500:  While the Nichols are away in May and June, those who wish to play 500 will 
need to go to Rob McLagan’s place at 456 Paremata Road.  There is parking up Rob’s 
driveway.  The dates are 16th  May and 20th  June at 10 am.  Please phone 237 9022, 
and confirm a few days before if you plan on being there as it will assist with knowing the 
number of tables needed etc. 
 
MAH JONG: The ‘other half’ of the Nichols couple will of course  be away, so a venue 
re-scheduling is also necessary.  

  21st  May will see Mah Jong being held at Bev Lillico’s place at 25 Bayview 
Road, Paremata -  Phone: 233 1282.  NB: There is limited parking up Bev’s drive 
so maybe you would like to car pool with others. 

 18th June will see Mah Jong being held at Sue Couch’s place at 21 Lanyon Place, 
Whitby – Phone: 234 8572 
 

Please phone and confirm a few days before if you plan on going as it will help with 
planning of tables and the number of sets required. 
 
READING GROUP:  It has been decided that this group will go into recess until more 
interest develops.  If you are now in a position to be a part of this group please contact 
Julie McLagan on  237 9022. 
 
WALKING GROUP:  For information about the next outing please contact Annette Craig 
on 234 7558. 
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** DINE OUT GROUP ** 

 

For those interested we will be lunching at The Roundabout Restaurant, 

Main Road Tawa, on Wednesday 9th May at 12.15pm.  The meal will cost 

$13.50 plus any extras you may want.  There is a bar service available.   

To speed up the placement of meal orders a menu will be with the 

clipboard at the 2nd May meeting, so you can supply your name, phone no. 

number attending and your preferred meal choice.  

 

Any questions please contact Vice President, Peter Cox, on 237 6642 or 

alisonpete@xtra.co.nz  If there is enough interest we will look to going a 

little further afield (for 13 June) rather than those restaurants we can 

access locally anytime we want. 

 
Guest Speaker:  The Mayor of Porirua, NICK LEGGETT 

 

Tim Sheppard introduced Porirua’s Mayor and to quote his opening comments of, “He knows 

where the levers are to pull to get results . . . 14 opinionated councillors but he is superb at 

building a consensus . . “  Nick shared a huge amount of information, too much to be 

replicated here but some of the points he made were as follows. 

 

Leggett clearly feels passionately about Porirua as a place to live, work and enjoy the leisure 

experiences that the area offers.  He outlined the 10 year plan and budget and spoke of what 

was going to be done, and how it was going to be paid for.  The revue that is carried out every 

three years to make sure all is on track was explained. 

 

The big thrust of the 10 year plan is to improve the experience of living, working and raising a 

family in Porirua.  This means the focus is on:  

 improving prosperity in the city centre, which in turn will lead to more jobs.   

 the distinct village character of different areas of the city is to be maintained but the 

connectedness to the whole will not be lost.   

 having a healthy and protected harbour as the heart of the city 

 a great city experience which means quality, affordable and efficient services at every 

point, in order to make the most of the city experience. 

 

Storm water has been a “biggy” as the dollars put aside for sewer and storm water upgrading 

has required a double investment.  As Leggett pointed out it is an invisible aspect but putting 

money into it now means that it will reduce risk over the years to come.  The photos showed 

just what an incredible difference there is between the before and after of some of the areas 

already dealt with. 

 

Strategic land purchases by the Council in areas such as Plimmerton and Titahi Bay will 

guarantee that they will be for public space and will be protected and preserved for enjoyment.  

70% of the money comes from ratepayers but other sources are needed to supplement this.  

He explained that there is to be a shift from rates to user pays (e.g. sports field hire), and 

pointed out that the Council has lower debt than some as it is not reckless with debt across the 

mailto:alisonpete@xtra.co.nz
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organisation of Council, so it has the capacity to borrow. The removal of the Performing Arts 

Centre from the plan has saved 2-3% of rates. 

 

Mayor Leggett outlined the possible changes to local government.  This will mean a re-focus of 

the purpose of local governments, as well as strengthening mayoral powers and determining 

committee structures. 

 

Questions from the floor were encouraged.  One in particular, regarding the canopies, made it 

clear that there would be no major changes to the city centre until there was increased private 

investment, and a greater partnership with private sector people becoming engaged. 

 

NEWS FLASH . . . NEWS FLASH . . . 
Whitby Probus have been invited to join with Paremata Probus on a bus trip to the 
Te Horo Jam Factory, a visit to Ohau Wines, with lunch at Ohau Café on Friday 1st 
June 2012.  
 
The bus will leave Mana Marina at 9.15am, so you will need to be there by 9.05am.  
Drive towards the Cruising Club and just before you drive on to the wharf area, turn 
left and drive around to the Marina area beside the railway line.  There is plenty of 
parking and we will be on watch to direct you. 
 

 Visit to the To Horo Jam Factory. They will provide tea/coffee and scones, 
and a tour of the kitchen.  Cost $5.  Jam for sale. 

 Visit to the Cellar Door, Ohau Wines.  Wine tasting, a look at the vineyards.  
Wine for sale. 

 Lunch at the Ohau Café; counter food or meals.  Own cost. 

 Home about 3.30pm 

 Total cost $22. 
 
If you wish to take part please contact Diana Paris on 234 7683 or email at 
dianap@infogen.net.nz The final list of names and money for this outing will be 
collected at the Whitby Probus, May meeting.  Please make cheques payable to 
Paremata Probus Club. 

______________________________________________________ 
 
Little gems from those who have marked exam questions . . . . 
 
Q:  What are steroids? 
A:  Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs. 
  
Q:  How can you delay milk turning sour? 
A:  Keep it in the cow. 
 
Q:  Give the meaning of the term ‘Caesarean section’ 
A:  The Caesarean section is a district in Rome. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Kind regards 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor 

mailto:dianap@infogen.net.nz

