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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Peter Cox 
     Acting Secretary:  Ross Moore 

Committee: 
Vice President:  Diana Paris     Treasurer:  Barb Nichols  
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard     Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Acting Treasurer:  Gaye McGill     Secretary:  Rob McLagan (in absentia) 
Almoner:  Len Currie   
 
APRIL MEETING 
 
After three weeks of ‘baby-sitting,’ the new committee officially assumed office from the start 
of April. 
 
Peter Cox did not have the best start to his first meeting as President as the person who was 
supposed to deliver the key to the facilities just did not turn up.  A repeat phone call to the 
person’s home produced the message that perhaps he had gone to the farm; had others not 
used their initiative while Peter waited for the key . . . . he might still be waiting to get in!   
 
Peter shared information from the last Probus Committee meeting. 
 

 The newsletter will publish the number of people who attended the last meeting, the 
number of apologies tendered and the number who did not bother to do either. 

 At the March meeting it was suggested that the membership figures be raised to 130 
as long as permission was granted by the Bowling Club, which it was. 

 The Christmas function for 2013 will be held at the Mana Cruising Club, at the cost of 
$25 per head.  Pencil in the date of December 4th . 

 There will be an emergency evacuation practice at the next meeting. 

 Peter and Diana will attend the Probus Information Day to be held at Tawa. 
 
It was clearly with great pleasure that Peter welcomed and inducted eight new members to 
the Probus Club of Whitby.  On behalf of all members a very warm welcome to: 
 
 Peter Chisholm  Don and Margaret Quirke 
 Anthea Levy   Glenys Greaves 
 Julie Spinks   Bruce and Janette Menzies 
 
 

-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_- 
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Attendance Information for the April Meeting 

 
Members present, including 8 newly inducted members – 74 
Apologies recorded (or leave of absence continuing) – 21 
Members unaccounted for -- 28 
 
Let us try and get the unaccounted for total down from 28 to zero over the next few months.  
Please send your apologies, or requests for leave of absence (e.g. travelling overseas) to 
the acting secretary, by email, by phone (leave a message if Ross or Gretchen are not 
home), or by sending a note to Ross at 8 Pukerua Beach Road, Pukerua Bay 5026. 
 
 

GUEST SPEAKER FOR THE MAY MEETING will be Superintendent John Price, from 

the NZ Police, whose topic will be the Christchurch earthquake.  

 

Speaking of guest speakers, at this point in time there is NO ONE who has volunteered to 
thank the visiting guest speaker at the July meeting.  Give it a go!!  It is not difficult!!  
Please give your name to Ross Moore if you will take on this far-from-onerous duty.  
  
Also - 
A second club member is required in September, for the 5-7 minute slot where club 
members speak about all, or highlights of their life.  Again, please give your name to 
Ross. 
 

#=#=#=#=#=#=#=#=#=#=#=#=#=# 

 

THE CLUB’S SPEAKER FOR APRIL 

 

Those members who attended the April meeting were certainly entertained by Dave Kerse as 

he shared the highlights of his life to date.  Born in Auckland, Dave moved to the provincial 

area of Rotorua at 3 years of age, and at 16 moved to Wellington, where he attended Tawa 

College before going on to Victoria University.  This was then followed by a year at 

Teachers’ College.  Married in 1975 to Diane, they have a son and a daughter – the latter 

clearly the apple of her dad’s eye. 

 

Dave’s teaching career began at Maidstone Intermediate, followed by Titahi Bay, and then he 

moved to Plimmerton School as the Deputy Principal.  A change in direction saw Dave join 

the Science Advisory Services where he ran refresher courses for teachers.  Having physics 

as a major strength in his degree, somehow did not meet the demands when he was invited to 

carry out judging at lamb and calf days at country schools.  He reassured us that he did pin 
the winning ribbons to the right end of the lambs and calves!! 

 

Returning to school life Dave took up the role of Principal for 8 years at Stokes Valley 

School.  Unfortunately it was burgled and burnt down.  The lasting legacy for Dave was the 

bi-lingual classes that he began when Principal there and they are still running today.  The 

next school was Kena Kena and Dave kept his audience entertained with the facts about 

adding extra buildings on a site that previously had been a landfill.  Digging down revealed, 

old cars, medicine bottles . . . and mounds of unclean sands. 
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Dave then joined the Ministry of Education as a school auditor, and once again regaled us 

with visits to ‘wayward and rural schools’ miles away from anywhere.  On arrival he might 

have found a mere seven children on the school roll and three of those were the teacher’s. 

 

The next move was into CYFs so Dave entered the world of social work.  Some of what Dave 

shared was sobering such as the number of children in the care of the state.  As to just how 

‘bad and difficult’ some were meant that ANZ would only permit one at a time on any given 

flight, and that meant two accompanying adults – one social worker and one tracker, the latter 

being the one to chase the young person if they took off. 

 

 At a more personal level other significant things in Dave’s life have been: 

 Queen’s Badge awarded by Sir Arthur Porrit 

 Learning to splice rope from a WW2 seaman – this has been a lifelong skill in  

  constant use 

 Carrying out the Cook whanau family tree – the whakapapa can now be passed on 

 In 2007 visiting the graves of 4 great uncles in Northern France (brothers of  

  grandparents) 

 Supporting a Burmese refugee family for 6 years 

 

While Dave joked about losing his ‘lithe and gazelle-like’ shape because of osteoarthritis, he 

has been through 3 hip operations, and had one ankle-fusion.  The pain from the latter was so 

intense that the pain relief medication used caused two strokes which in turn lead to 

depression and anxiety. 

 

Now having been retired for 18 months, Dave works on his daughter’s property building rock 

walls, putting in paths, and hanging gates.  Painting his own house and pursuing his metal 

and woodwork passions means that he does not ride his (flash!) Harley motorcycle as much 

as he’d like to.  Playing golf weekly (and badly according to DK), attending to a high 

yielding veggie garden, acting as a JP and as an Issuing Offer means this club member is 

always busy!!   

 

 

PROBUS MEDICAL INFORMATION CARD 

 

Peter Cox pointed out that these were available from the front table.   

Relevant medical information can be written up (such as medication needed etc) and if 

in an emergency you are not able to respond and this information is available, it could 

be life-saving.  Cards will again be available at the next meeting. 

 
 
 

 
ROSTER DUTIES FOR MAY MEETING 

((Please be there by 8.45 am, if you are in the first 3 groups) 
Setting Up:  John Harrison, Lenora Jones, Vivienne McIsaac, Lindsay McIsaac, Dave Kerse 
Morning Tea:  Gill Barkus, Heather Smart, Bev Lillico, Nelda Hotop, Doreen Fleming 
Meeters & Greeters:  John Harrison, Gill Barkus 
Five to Seven Minute Speakers:  Margaret Webster, John Watts 
Thanking the Guest Speaker: Graham Kelly 
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INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 
 
Mah Jong         3rd Monday of each month at the Plimmerton Croquet Club, from 
                          1-3 pm.  Barb is away in May so please contact Denise Masters – 
                           233 8924 
(Learners)         Learners Mah Jong – Thursday before 3rd Monday 2-4 pm.  For May, 
                          ring Nelda Hotop. Venue: 7 Newhaven Way at Marion Allard’s. 
 
500 Cards         3rd Wednesday of each month at 7 Portage Place.  For May contact        

                          Colin Edwards - 2341090 
 
Cinema             4th Monday of each month at The Lighthouse, Pauatahanui.  Turn  
                          up before 10.30 am 
 
Stitching           2nd Monday of each month. Venue varies so ring Shirley 
                          McLaughlin – 234 8664 
 
Dine Out           2nd Wednesday of each month. Contact Marcia or Dave Dunnett – 
                          233 8997 
 
Outings            3rd Thursday of each month.  Contact Diana Paris – 234 7688 
 
Photography    No new members needed at present.  This interest group may be offered         
                          later in the year 
 

 

 
Cinema Group:   Remember to state that you are a Probus Club member in order to get a cheaper 
ticket.  The next movie is Hyde Park and is scheduled for April 22nd. 
 

Dining Out Group:   Twenty seven members attended the lunch held on 10 April at the lovely 
waterfront location of Portofino Italian Restaurant.  The sun shone, reports back about the food and 
wine were good, and judging by the banter and laughter during the lunch, a good time was had by 
all.   
The next lunch will be held at Finns Restaurant, Beach Road Paekakariki, on 8 May at 12.15 pm.   For 
those travelling by train, we suggest the 11.39 from Paremata.  Anyone who wants to pre-register, 
please email Marcia and Dave Dunnett at marcia_dunnett@xtra.co.nz 

  
Club Outings Group:  On Thursday 21 March, on a beautiful sunny day, 9 members met at National 
Archives on Mulgrave Street for a tour. Our guide was very knowledgeable about what is stored on 
site, and we started in the room in which the Treaty of Waitangi was stored.  For conservation 
purposes the room is quite dimly lit, so it was difficult to read much of the document, but there was 
a photocopy of The Treaty in the room outside in much better light. The Treaty of Waitangi is shortly 
to be moved at a multimillion dollar cost, to the new National Library Building. Next we went into 
the storage area where our guide explained what type of documents, films; government department 
records, microfilm etc were kept. Examples of probated wills of pre 1970 era were shown and their 
contents discussed. We went through various storage rooms kept at even temperatures storing films 
from National Film Unit, Maori art and Pacifica items. 
 
Lastly we looked around the research room where the public can go and do their own family history 
research. The room contained lots of pamphlets on where to find information on Citizenship, 
Personal Identity, war records, and migration as well as catalogue cards of where to find 
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shipping records of all incoming passengers since the early 1800s. Outgoing ship passengers’ records 
are held up to 1973. 
Websites are available for those wanting to do research from home - www.archives.govt.nz and 
www.archway.archives.govt.nz. 
After the tour some members had a quick look through the newly refurbished Back Bencher pub to 
look at the new parliamentary puppets before having lunch in the National Library cafe. 
` 

Diana has asked that you earmark the outing for July, as Government House will be opened 
especially for the Whitby Probus Club.  Starting at 10.30 am the tour will take one and a half 
hours.  Please mark it in your diary. (More information is available from Diana.) 
 

^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^ 

 

 

BIRTHDAY DRAW:  The lucky person to draw their birthday date for April was Dorothy 

Hallpike. 

 
 

PAYMENTS FOR ANNUAL SUSCRIPTIONS 

 

A reminder that you can make payments on line if you so choose.   

 

ASB Bank Limited, North City Branch – Porirua 

PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 

123254  0089053  00   

 

If you do make a payment by Direct Credit, please email Barb with details so she will be able to 

make sense of the fortnightly statements. 

 

 
SUBS FOR THE 2013-2014 YEAR    Have you paid your subs?  Thank you to the majority of members 

who have responded so quickly . . .  
 

 

  GUEST SPEAKER FOR APRIL 2013   
 

Once again introduced by Tim Sheppard, April’s guest speaker was Kris Kirk-Burnnand.  As 
the National President of the Life Education Trust, (LET) Kris is a great believer in the need 
to put back into the community.  In this regard he led the fundraising for the Te Rauparaha 
Arena, is on the Whitireia Council and also gives scholarships to students there.  Kris was 
described as a “great supporter of so many things.” 
 
In 1992 Kris became involved with the Wellington Regional Office of the Life Education 
Trust, and saw the Trust become formalized in 1997.  In talking about LET, Kris 
concentrated more on how it worked, how it was funded, and the aspirations that are in 
place to ensure that the continuing innovations needed for it ‘stay up the top’ are pursued 
with intensity and  focus. 
 
What LET offers is part of the health syllabus, and with the visual, kinesthetic and audio 
features of the LET mobile vans that visit schools, the educators endeavor to capture the 

http://www.archives.govt.nz/
http://www.archway.archives.govt.nz/
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imaginations of their child audiences.  In 2012, the number of children in this area who were 
part of the LET programmes was 5616.  An aside from a visit to Cannons Creek school last 
year was of a small lad when asked about his feelings, could not say whether he was sad or 
angry as he was dealing with the fact that his dad might have gone to prison on that day.  
Part of what LET does is to break cycles, for example not to smoke because parents smoke, 
and to teach children things that will help them make wise decisions about their health. 
 
Kris sees himself as “a bit of a stirrer” and has worked hard to change attitudes at the Board 
level of LET.  Changes have been made to ensure there is a growth of 6-8% in numbers of 
children seen in the programme.  A changed culture at Board level has seen new initiatives 
raised by “if we can raise the funds” . . . attitude and things such as introducing recognition 
for the 330 volunteers.  There is a goal of raising $1 million ($200,000 so far) so a digital 
strategy can be put in place which will not only enable bookings on line to be done, but also 
to have a sophisticated presentation for young people.  It will allow information to be 
available to parents and schools and to run across all health issues, so links to other 
appropriate sites can be made.  Looking ahead, the LET Board will endeavor to raise $10 
million so they can continue to address some of the negative things that today’s children are 
faced with.   
 
Kris introduced Jane who is one of the teachers for LET and she shared some of the 
activities that take place in the LET mobile vans.  Challenging 5 year olds to use their 
imaginations, and introducing them to the food triangle, was different from what was offered 
to the 8 year olds with the red glowing light, lighting up heart, lungs and kidneys etc and 
learning about the body.  For the 12 year olds it is more of a “how are we going to fit in” 
mentality and the programme content deals with facing up to what is put inside bodies 
(alcohol/smoke) affects brains and lungs.  There is encouragement given to delay decisions 
so their brains can mature and then the reminder that as maturing teenagers, they can make 
choices – informed ones.  Consistent messages are given at all levels about how each body 
is great, and unique, so celebrate it, and that we all need love.  Love is free.  Jane did point 
out that one young lad contested this claim as he said he had been to a wedding and he saw 
for himself that love was not free, but very expensive!!  Humour is not ignored in the LET 

programme, as when appropriate a joke can be told:  Why do bees fly with their legs 
crossed?  They are looking for a BP station!! 
 
Kris and Jane were thanked by Ian Webster whose daughter works for the Life Education 
Trust. 

 
+## +## +## +## +## +## +## +##+ 

 

Found in the club rooms after the last Probus meeting:  – a purple eco-bag containing three books 
from the bowling club’s library. The lost property may be retrieved from acting secretary Ross, at the 
next meeting or earlier by phoning or emailing him.  

 

 
Kind regards 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor 
 
 
PS: Please note that the inclusion on the next page is more for the entertainment of the 
women in the Club . . .  and is simply designed to give us a smile  
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LADIES . . . 
 
 
This is for you 
        
         to 
 
     Read, 
  
 Remember, 
 
       and 
 
  Reminisce. 
 
      And, 
 
  of course, 
  
  To have a 
  
     quiet 
 
   chuckle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Gentlemen 
 
     you  
 
     may  
 
    also 
 
   enjoy 
 
     the 
 
entertainment 
 
    this 
 
provides.) 
 
    
 
(Thanks 
       to 
Jill McDonald) 

 

When I was a child in the 1950s, the bathing suit for the mature figure 
was boned, trussed and reinforced, not so much sewn as engineered.  They 
were built to hold back and uplift, and they did a good job.  Today’s 
stretch fabrics are designed for the prepubescent girl with a figure carved 
from a potato chip. 
The mature woman has a choice: she can either go up front to the 
maternity department and try on a floral suit with a skirt, coming away 
looking like a hippopotamus that escaped from Disney’s Fantasia, or she 
can wander around every run-of-the-mill department store trying to make a 
sensible choice from what amounts to a designer range of fluorescent 
rubber bands. 
What choice did I have:  I made my sensible choice and entered the 
chamber of horrors known as the fitting room.  The first thing I noticed 
was the extraordinary tensile strength of the stretch material.  The Lycra 
used in bathing costumes was developed by NASA to launch small rockets 
from a slingshot, which gives the added bonus that if you manage to 
actually lever yourself into one, you would be protected from shark attacks.  
Any shark taking a swipe at your passing midriff would immediately suffer 
whiplash.  I fought my way into the bathing suit, but as I twanged the 
shoulder strap in place I gasped in horror; my boobs had disappeared!   
Eventually I found one boob cowering under my left armpit.  It took a 
while to find the other but at last I located it flattened beside my seventh 
rib. 
The problem is that too many modern bathing suits have no bra cups.  
The mature woman is now meant to wear her boobs spread across her 
chest like a speed bump.  I realigned my speed bump and lurched toward 
the mirror to take a full view assessment.  The bathing suit fitted all right, 
but unfortunately it only fitted those bits of me willing to stay inside it.  
The rest of me oozed out rebelliously from top, bottom and sides.  I 
looked like a lump of Playdoh wearing undersized cling wrap.   
I then tried on a cream, crinkled one that made me look like a lump of 
masking tape, and a floral two-piece that gave the appearance of an 
oversized napkin in a serviette ring.  There were others . . .  but finally I 
found a suit that fitted; it was a two-piece affair with a shorts-style bottom 
and a loose blouse-type top.  It was cheap, comfortable and bulge-friendly, 
so I bought it.  My search had a successful outcome, or so I figured. 
When I got home I found a label that read, “Material  might become 
transparent in water.”  
So, if you happen to be on the beach and I am there too, I will be the one 
in cut-off jeans and a T-shirt!! 
 
Life is not about how to survive the storm, but how to dance in the rain, 
with or without a stylish bathing suit. 


