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The PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
CLUB NUMBER: 9003945 

 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9:30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Peter Cox 
                 Acting Secretary:  Ross Moore 
Committee 
Vice President:  Diana Paris                        Treasurer:  Barb Nichols 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard           Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Acting Treasurer:  Gaye McGill           Secretary:  Rob McLagan (in absentia) 
Almoner:  Len Curry 
 

AUGUST   MEETING 
 

It would appear that this was a meeting with a difference!  Club President, Peter Cox, was unable to 
front the meeting in his inimitable style as he was laid up having paid the price for not passing his 
Lumber Jack skills (Level 3) paper!!  We send the best of wishes to him for a speedy recovery of the 
leg now in plaster. 
 
Club members in attendance now know why Diana Paris was elected as the Vice President, as at very 
short notice she had to step up, run the meeting, welcome a new member, and make sure that 
everything ran smoothly.  Thank you, and very well done Diana. 
 
The newsletter editor was ‘missing’  -  however,  with no reasonable excuse!    An apology from 
someone else for missing the meeting,  jogged her memory.  It just goes to prove that the wrinkles 
are clearly more than skin deep . . . my apologies.   
 
NEW MEMBERS:   
 
The Vice President welcomed a new member to the Probus Club of Whitby, so a very warm welcome 
to Diana Kelly.  We sincerely hope, Diana, that you enjoy the monthly meetings, the outings and 
anything else you wish to become involved in.  
 
ATTENTION CLUB SPEAKERS    
 
The Probus Club of Whitby is incredibly fortunate to have members who can talk about aspects of 
their lives, and for those listening they often find the Member’s talk a highlight of the monthly 
meeting.  Sometimes, because we cannot all sit in the front couple of rows, it can be a little difficult 
to hear.  When it is your turn to be the (up to) seven minute speaker, would you please liaise with 
Peter Cox before the meeting so he can run a small sound test to see if it will be necessary for you to 
use a microphone.   
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 ** CHRISTMAS FUNCTION ** 
 

Remember to pencil in the date for the December/Christmas meeting, which will be held on 4 
December, at the Mana Cruising Club.  While there will be more information given closer to the 
time, this is simply to raise a flag for any member who may like help with transport to get to this 
function.  If this is you, please be assured that there are other members who would be happy to 
assist with transport.  Please speak with Peter Cox so it can be organised well in advance. 
 
MEETING ATTENDANCE FOR AUGUST 
79 Members attended, there were 46 apologies and 1 member  unaccounted for.   Please feel free to 
contact the club Secretary, Rob McLagan, on 237 9022 or at robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz   or the club 
President, Peter Cox, on 237 6642 or at alisonpete@xtra.co.nz  when you are unable to attend a 
meeting.         
 
 

 
ROSTER DUTIES FOR AUGUST MEETING 

(Please be there by 8.45am if you are in the first two groups) 
Setting Up:                                 Ross Moore,  Derek McDonald,  Julie McLagan        
Meeters & Greeters:                Pam Draper,  Julie McLagan      
 
Morning Tea:                             Pam Draper                     
Seven Minute Speaker:            Glenys Greaves     
Thanking the Guest Speaker   Ken Robertson 

 

 
POSITIVE   AGEING 

Good to see that the 2012/13 directory listing local Positive Ageing services includes details of our 

Probus Club. From the phone number quoted we suspect Barb or Allan Nichols had a hand in it. 

Published by the Porirua City Council in association with the Citizens Advice Bureau, our Club is 

included under ‘Service and Social Groups’. It doesn’t hurt to remind ourselves that according to the 

directory - we are an organisation of active retired and semi-retired people. The basic purpose is to 

provide regular opportunities to keep minds active, expand interests and enjoy the fellowship of new 

friends.   

GUEST SPEAKER for SEPTEMBER 
John Granville, Commander RNZN (Rtd) will speak of things nautical 
which will be informative and amusing . . . do you know the origins 
of the saying “it’s cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass 
monkey”? 

 
 
After being married for fifty years, a wife asked her husband to describe her. 
He looked at her slowly then said, “You’re A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H,I,J,K” 
She asked, “What do you mean?” 
He said, “You’re Adorable, Beautiful, Cute, Delightful, Elegant, Foxy, Gorgeous, Hot” 
She smiled happily and said, “Oh, that’s so lovely.  What about I, J, and K?” 
He said, “I’m Just Kidding.” 
His left eye is still swollen, but the doctor has informed him that he is likely to see things much clearer in the future. 
 

robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz%20%20%20
mailto:alisonpete@xtra.co.nz


3 
 

 
INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 
Mah Jong             Reminder that this is now held twice a month on the 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Monday of each 

                              month from1-3pm, at the Plimmerton Croquet Club in Ulric St.  Anyone is free   
                              to join; if interested please ring Barb: 234 8415.  Remember if you are a  
                              learner you can still join one of these groups. 
 
500 Cards             3

rd
 Wednesday of each month.  

 
Cinema                4

th
 Monday of each month at The Lighthouse, Pauatahanui.  Turn up before 

                            10.30am (see below) 
 
Stitching              This group is in abeyance for the moment.  
 
Dine Out              2

nd
 Wednesday of each month.  Contact Marcia or Dave Dunnett: 233 8997.   

                            See below. 
 
Outings               3

rd
 Thursday of each month.  Contact Diana Paris: 234 7683 

 
Photography       See the note below regarding the photography group.  

                             
 

 

Dine Out  
 
Twenty-two members gathered for the lunch at “15” which was a very informal Sports Bar and 
Restaurant.  All of the meals were $15 and general feedback was that they were surprisingly good for 
the price.  Coupled with the convivial atmosphere it made for a happy get together of members. 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
The next Dine Out will be held at One Red Dog, Queen’s Wharf, on the 11th of September. More 
information will be given at the September meeting. 
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Outings Group: The Royal NZ Police College. 
Our Club’s first monthly outing after its establishment was to the NZ Police Museum which is adjacent 

to The Royal New Zealand Police College in the police complex off Papakowhai Road. This pioneer 

outing was organised by Diana Paris who is now our Vice-President. Eighteen months later on 15 

August last, 19 members had the benefit of a visit to the NZ Police College itself, also arranged by 

Diana. Diana and Con were in Australia at the time of the visit so Ross Moore looked after the group 

on the day. We were hosted by Acting Inspector Anaru (Andrew) George and Ms Lois Wong.  

For security reasons we were not able to tour the whole establishment which has the character of a 

self-contained township. Every entrant into the New Zealand Police Force is required to live in at the 

college and undertake their comprehensive training there so the campus is equipped with a wide 

range of services and amenities.  Established in 1981 the college was previously sited in Trentham 

where the dog training centre is still situated today. It was opened by HRH Prince Charles and the 

Royal title was added in 1986 following an official visit by Queen Elizabeth II.  

The main function of the college is to train recruits and to run promotion and other courses for sworn 

and non-sworn police staff. There are about 280 staff including the Information and Technology 

Departments. It is preferable for recruits to be between the ages of 21 and 40 but applications are 

considered from older or younger people. Applicants must be physically fit and able to pass all the 

entry requirements and following acceptance must spend five months undergoing recruit training at 

the college. It costs approximately $26,000 to train each recruit. 

Recruits go through training in driving, firearms, self-defence and police studies. After graduation, 

there is a two year probationary period during which constables must sit two tertiary level papers and 

complete a workplace assessment before they receive their permanent appointment. 

Our group was privileged to be addressed by Acting Inspector George whose engaging presentation 

maintained our interest and brought forth a large number of interesting questions. The session 

continued for nearly half an hour over the time allocated and no-one seemed concerned.  Of particular 

interest was information relating to the diversity of recruits in recent times and new trends in training 

that place emphasis on more academic aspects than hitherto.  
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We were told that constables entering the Police Force in the last year have been the most diverse 

ever. Out of 240 recruits graduating from the college during 2012-13 financial year, 30.8% were 

women, up from 27.3% two years before. The combined proportions of Maori, Pasifika and ethnic 

recruits was also 30.8%, up from the previous peak of 28.5 three years ago. At least 400 new people 

will be recruited in the coming year. 

 Crime analysis using a problem analysis triangle was explained to us as an example of the new 

dimension to training that was now included in the curriculum under the umbrella of crime science 

studies. 

The morning ended with some of our members taking refreshment at the coffee shop on campus. 
                                                

 

CLUB MEMBER’S PROFILE FOR JULY 
 

GEORGE BRIGHT was our Club Speaker for August and it is unfortunate that our newsletter editor 

was absent from the meeting and unable to give us the benefit of her reporting skills. George for his 

part gave us an unusual challenge with his presentation – an autobiography delivered from prepared 

notes - but the written text was departed from quite regularly. George liberally interspersed his 

offering with hilarious anecdotes and observations. All we are able to give you is a summary of what 

George wrote out in his own fair hand. The quips and asides which made the commentary so highly 

appreciated by the audience are gone with the wind. The fact that Diana who was chairing the 

meeting let George go a little over the time limit testifies to the entertainment value of his speech. 

Here are the facts with none of the humour. 

 

George and his family emigrated to New Zealand 39 years ago and located themselves in Ayton 

Drive, Whitby. He remarked on the amazing changes he and his wife Beryl had lived through as the 

Whitby area had grown. He then recalled his family history and how his family came to come to New 

Zealand. George was born in Southern Ireland in a year in the twentieth century (’19 .. something’) 

he chose not to specify. His home was a thatched cottage with flagstone floor, oil fuelled lighting and 

well water. His family comprised a ‘very Irish’ mum and dad, and three sisters. His father’s need for 

work caused the whole family to move to England and George remarks that it seems as though 

emigration comes easy to the Irish.  

 

One suspects a little understatement when George states that growing up with three sisters in a two 

bedroom flat in North London was challenging. Beryl (now his wife and a member of our Club) was a 

friend and work colleague of George’s younger sister Annie and it was Annie who brought the two 

young ones together - she invited Beryl home for a Friday night treat of fried eggs on toast. They 

have enjoyed 48 years of marriage. In 1965 they moved into a fairly run-down flat in Holloway, 

London, where they enjoyed the cosmopolitan character of the area. George saw the humorous side 

of an exchange between two Greek kids and some West Indians, the gist of it being – ‘go back to 

your own country’!  Often on a wet weekend the weather managed to do what the bombs of war 

had failed to do and bring the ceiling down into the lounge. In the search for a house they could 

afford they discovered a brand new terraced cottage in Sussex. Their fortunes were improving, 

George won promotion to assistant sales manager and Beryl got a position with a local law firm. 

With the knowledge that all the best jobs were going to sales representatives, George applied for 

and got such a position in Hertfordshire and this involved moving. However Beryl preferred Sussex 

so while they were sorting out another move south, fate intervened and drew George’s attention to 
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an advertisement - ‘opportunity in New Zealand’. Although not too keen but deciding to go where 

fate lead them, the couple and their two children (Carmel aged 3 and Patrick 18 months) found 

themselves on the Australis bound for Auckland via the Canary Islands, Capetown, Melbourne and 

Sydney. As an aside, George referred to another member of the family, a three-legged mongrel dog 

called Holly who was shipped separately via the Suez Canal. Another aside related to the 1973 UK 

Miners’ Strike which George said was a contributing factor or perhaps ‘the last straw’ that influenced 

the Bright’s decision to emigrate. There was no room in the UK for George and Arthur Scargill. 

 

The sea voyage involved three days of stormy weather in the Bay of Biscay with most of the 2,000 

passengers confined to their cabins for obvious reasons. The rest of the voyage was enjoyable with 

‘Now is the Hour’ being sung as the ship left each port of call. Then the chilling realisation on 

reaching Auckland – the holiday was over, they weren’t at home and they didn’t know a living soul. 

George’s notes just say (Help!). The new boss was unable to meet them because of ‘carless days’ 

restrictions (remember them) but had arranged for a company car to be there. George describes it 

as a trendy metallic pink Holden Kingswood station wagon with bench seats. He later discovered 

that the rather conspicuous vehicle was previously driven by a sales representative who had a 

‘Peeping Tom’ conviction – he then knew why there always seemed to be police officers watching 

his movements. Back to Auckland, the only instructions left with the car were to stay on SH.1 and 

turn left in Wellington; you couldn’t miss it – well I did, says George, and ended up at the Picton 

Ferry terminal instead of Lower Hutt. Things were put right when he phoned his boss and confessed 

he had run out of road. 

 

It was then that George and Beryl achieved fame of sorts. A phone call to the motel they were 

staying in was from a reporter of the New Zealand Sunday Times who told George how a dog had 

died on the cargo vessel  ACT 3 and did he have any thoughts on the matter. George thought he was 

a nice man but had reason to change his view. After summarising his interview with the reporter 

which seemed pretty innocuous, George let us know what appeared on the front page of the Sunday 

Times the following weekend:- “A Pom’s Best Friend is his Pooch” and other titbits like “Spent 

$1,000 on his dog whilst the NZ taxpayer spent hundreds more for him and his family”. 

 

New Zealand was proving to be challenging for them to settle down, particularly when they didn’t 

have a home of their own. His employers told him to buy a house and they would lend him the 

deposit or any difference required. The outcome was that in April 1974 George, Beryl and family 

moved into 7 Ayton Drive. Their house is still there but is now a rental property. The Brights now live 

in Leeward Drive.  George concluded: ‘There will always be things we miss from time to time but the 

loss is more than compensated for by the many friends we have and all the special things that are 

New Zealand”.                 

 “BRING & TAKE” TABLE 
 

The Bring and Take Table went well and the majority of items that had been contributed to the table 
were taken by Club members.  Please remember that it is NOT an exchange table, but simply one to 
which you can add items.  On the other hand if you see something that takes your fancy you may take 
it from the table for your own use or consumption. 
 
     Another reminder about items members could bring along for the table are: 
          Excess vegetables or fruit from their gardens 
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           Jams 
           Magazines – reasonably recent ones 
           Empty jars – clean ones 
           DVD’s 
           Plants 
           Empty plant pots – clean ones 
    

Remember:  You are eligible to take – and you don’t have to bring anything 
 

GUEST SPEAKER FOR AUGUST 
 

The guest speaker for August was Wilbur Dovey.   
 
As I was not present at the meeting the usual copious note taking about the contents of the guest 
speaker’s presentation simply did not happen.  I have spoken with a number of other club members 
who were present and were able to enjoy vicariously, the pleasures Wilbur had regarding his travels 
to the Antarctic.  As the content of Wilbur’s speech was presented through a huge number of 
photographs via his power point presentation, there is no way I can do it justice, so my apologies. 
 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
WHO is this?      WHAT is she trying to say?      WHY was her photo taken? 

 
This is a competition!!  Think of a suitable caption for the photo above and send it to the 
newsletter editor.  (Do remember to use your sense of humour !!) 
 
Sincere thanks.  I would like to thank Ross Moore without whose help the newsletter would have 
been very brief indeed for August.  Ross not only provided the article on the Club’s outing to the 
Police College, but also wrote up the content of the Club’s own speaker.  Thank you Ross *** you are 
a star. 
 
Bronwyn Macfarlane  
Newsletter Editor 


