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                                                                                                               photo thanks to Graham Craig 
 

Next Meeting 5 August 2015 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

Apologies please to Annette Craig at annette@angnz.com 
 

Committee Members 

President  Don Quirk Ph:  234 7700 Guest Speakers  Graham Kelly   Ph: 234 8825 
Past-President  Diana Paris Ph:  234 7683 Newsletter  Julie McLagan Ph: 2379022 

Vice-President  Julie McLagan Ph:  237 9022 Club Duties  Ian Webster Ph: 4 902 4818 
Secretary   Annette Craig Ph:  234 7558 Member  Margaret Faulkner Ph: 235 7283 

Treasurer   Gaye McGill Ph:  238 9904 Member Derek McDonald Ph: 234 6033 

Caring/Welfare  Norma Withers    Ph:  238 4222 

 
 

July Meeting 
Angus Langbein and Gaye McGill smilingly welcomed us to the meeting.  Sorry, no photo.  Maybe the 

photographer went out to lunch?   
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As President Don was unwell after his cruising in the Pacific, Vice-President Julie took the meeting.  
She almost forgot the customary joke but a gentle, well-timed whisper got her back on track! 

 
 An elderly gentleman with serious hearing problems goes to the doctor who recommends 

hearing aids that allow him to hear 100% for the first time in many years.  

He goes back to the doctor a month later for a check-up.  The doctor says, “Your hearing 

is perfect!  Your family must be very pleased that you can hear again.”  
To which the gentleman replies … 

“Oh, I haven’t told the family yet.  I just sit around and listen to the conversations.  I’ve 

changed my will three times!” 

The Birthday Draw 

Anne Miller was the lucky lady!  

                    

 
Club Profile Speaker – Peter Lillico 

 
Isn’t it always fascinating to learn about the lives of our members?  Despite his 

protestations to the contrary, Peter has led a very interesting, fulfilling life to 

date.  He has been married to Bev for 52 years.  They have three sons, four 
grandchildren and 2 step grandchildren.  He is a much loved and respected 

Rotarian involved in numerous activities for the community.  It was great to 
hear about his early life and career.    

Peter was the third generation of his family to attend Timaru Boys’ High 
School, always enjoying great family support.  His first job was with Fletcher’s, 

a vast meat and shipping company which became part of the Vesty empire. 

He transferred to Auckland to join 4000 other employees at Westfield, 
processing meat from pasture to plate, plus all the by-products too.  Peter 

describes his time there as his “University of Life.”  It was said that Auckland 
had 4 penal institutions in those days – Mount Eden, AFCO, Hellaby’s and 

Westfield.  The Otahuhu Police called each day to check the roll call! 

A change of direction meant a move to Wellington to Linden-based Trigon Plastics, in 1972, an exciting growth 
industry.  A new challenge too – selling plastic packaging to the meat industry, then a much wider range of 

products as they were developed, to many other industries too. High Density meat wrapping, to replace the 
butcher’s traditional brown paper, courier pouches and cargo bags for NAC freight.  Peter introduced the 

original roasting oven bags from nylon, crinkly, just perfect, to Alison Holst’s for her popular tv show to launch 
on to the market.  Peter saw and participated in great innovation and change.   The courier pouches were 

manufactured in Trigon factories  purpose-built in the USA and the UK.  When Trigon Plastics were bought out 

by USA firm Sealed Air in a multi-million dollar deal, Peter continued in the packaging industry, working for a 
small company in Upper Hutt. 

Peter is an active sportsman, particularly in his chosen fields of ski-ing, tramping and sailing, not only 
participating, but giving generously of his time to coach youngsters and share his expertise and enthusiasm.   
 

Thank you Peter!   
 

Club Profile Speakers   August – Gwyn Akeroyd,   
                                     September – John Bathurst 

                                     October – Dale Williamson  
 

http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=https://0.s3.envato.com/files/87905980/old man cartoon preview.jpg&imgrefurl=http://illustrariseme.blogspot.com/2014/09/old-man-cartoon.html&h=811&w=590&tbnid=Ai9nTfCTqco9OM:&docid=Ht8Iy4Ryryc8QM&ei=Wwy4VdDCG-TCmQXnj7jYAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CCoQMygPMA9qFQoTCJDcudT5_sYCFWRhpgod5wcOKw
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Guest Speaker     
Dale Williamson -"New Zealand Coast Watchers in World War 

II". 
 

‘In the service of their country they faced death with courage 
undaunted.’ 
Club member Dale took us into unfamiliar territory with  

his fascinating talk about NZ coast watchers.  He certainly left 
us with a much better understanding of the work and 

sacrifice of this relatively small and little-known group of 
mainly young New Zealanders in World War II. 

Dale became interested in the Coast watchers partly as a 

result of his father’s involvement at Suwarrow in the Cook 
Islands.  His paper on the coast watchers as part of his 

studies at Massey University for an MPhil degree in Defence 
and Strategic Studies, became the basis for his book 

published in 2012 – ‘For Special Duty Outside New Zealand’.  A superb read! 

The risk of Japanese aggression was well recognised.  German naval vessels operated off the coast of New 
Zealand where the approaches to Auckland were mined, sinking the ‘Niagara’.  Raiders sank the ‘Holmwood’ 

and “Rangitane’ in our waters, and the ‘Turakina’ en-route from Sydney to Wellington.  A German submarine 
explored the coastline in January 1945, closely approached Gisborne and Napier and fired a torpedo at a ship 

off the coast of Napier (missed).  Japanese submarines operated around New Zealand’s coast and launched 
floatplanes that overflew Wellington and Auckland in March and May 1942. 

A  coast watching capability around the coast of New Zealand was established with observation points at 59 

locations initially, many at existing lighthouses.  At the peak period of 1942 (following the attack  
on Pearl Harbor) 75 sites around New Zealand were involved. There were vital sites in the Pacific too.  
 
Coast watching stations were also established in a significant number of Pacific Ocean locations 

ranging from the Gilbert Islands and Fanning Island in the north, very close to the Marshall Islands that were 

occupied by the Japanese, to Campbell Island and the Auckland Islands south-east of New Zealand, to Norfolk 
Island north-west of New Zealand (Australian territory, but allocated to NZ for defence purposes), to Pitcairn 

Island some 5,500km east of New Zealand (British territory, also in the NZ defence zone).   
Dale gave us a picture of what life was like for those stationed there.  They were generally civilians.  Some 

were given nominal army ranks.  It was very interesting to hear of his father’s involvement as he and his fellow 

coast watchers gave early information of enemy movements.   In December 1941, following a meeting in Fiji at 
around the time the coast watchers in the Northern Gilberts were captured, it was reported “that the coast 
watching personnel must remain at their posts, until, as the Prime Minister said, ‘…a Japanese places his hand 
on their shoulder’.”   
Some 9 months later the coast watchers in the Southern Gilberts were captured - summary executions or 
misery in a Japanese pow camp for the rest of the war.  Alas, their code was simple and easily broken. The 

coast watchers used the Playfair Cipher, low-grade and not very secure.  It is known that the Japanese were 

able to decode Playfair.  The Meteorological Dept had instructed coast watchers not to use Playfair for weather 
reports as it was insecure, but it remained in use for coast watchers.  This is possibly one reason why the 

Japanese so easily found the Gilbert Group coast watchers 
 

“The example set by the Coast Watching Organisation is an inspiration to us all and will never be forgotten,”  
said the Hon Peter Fraser, Prime Minister of New Zealand, November 1942.  But, unfortunately, their work and 
their sacrifice seems, until recently, to have almost been forgotten.  John Jones, last surviving coast watcher, 

(photographed with our Governor-General and Dale), has worked tirelessly to ensure they are recognised. 
On 25 April 2014 the NZ Minister of Foreign Affairs, Murray McCully, attended the ANZAC Ceremony held at 

Kiribati and laid a wreath at the Coast Watchers Monument in memory of the seventeen NZ coast watchers and 
five other European men executed there some 71 years ago. 

A plaque to the memory of the Post and Telegraph staff who died at Tarawa and Ocean Island was laid on 29 

September 2013 near the site of the old Wellington Radio station at Tinakori Hill, Wellington.  The site is now 
known as Te Ahumairangi Hill. 

The Gilbert Islands Coast Watchers Memorial was unveiled and dedicated on Tuesday 7 October 2014. 
A large number of dignitaries, families of coast watchers, and members of the public attended. 

The Unveiling was performed by John Jones and the Governor General. 

 
Wow!  Thank you Dale.  It is impossible to do justice to your talk in a few lines.   
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August  will bring us Pat Martin " Fresh Water and Sanitation Development Projects in Timor Leste.  The 
experiences of a VSA volunteer." 

September  Dr Lew Jillings  “Globalisation – Inequality, Social, Religious, Cultural, and Population Implications” 
 

Whitby Bowling Club – Quiz Night (fundraiser for new dishwasher) 

 
We are invited to enjoy the Quiz Night at the Whitby Bowling Club on Saturday 22d 

August 2105 
6.30pm for a prompt start at 7.00pm.  lndividuals welcome.  We shall be put into a 

team. 
S10.00 per person, includes prizes, nibbles and supper.  If you want to enter a 

team please have the team names in by Monday I7 August 2015.   

For entries please contact Mark O'Connor 027 289 1598  
or Sandra Foote AZL530 077 

 
*********************************** 

Activity Reports                                                      

Golf 

No golf in this mucky weather, but, thanks to Cyril Butler, a ‘touching’ story instead … 

A man stood over his tee shot on the 450 yard 18th hole for what seemed an eternity. He waggled, looked up, 

looked down, waggled again, but didn't start his back swing. 

Finally his exasperated partner asked, “What the hell is taking so long?” 

“My wife is watching me from the clubhouse balcony,” explained the man.  “I want to make a perfect shot.” 

His partner replied, “You don't have a chance in hell of hitting her from here.” 

Walking 

“Even though the weather has not been the best members have been turning up to the walks and enjoying  

the exercise and company of others and especially the coffee and chat afterwards. Lyndsay Kelly is the latest  

to join our group so now Diana P has someone to walk with. Prior to this Diana was walking mostly alone 

because others couldn’t keep up. We seem to have around 9 to 11 turn up on the cold days but more numbers 

attend on the warmer days.  I have organised a Sunday walking group 

also that is open for all and we meet at the Co-op at 9.00 am finishing 

about 10 30 . This group prefers to car pool at the Co-op and walk in 

different areas as a group, finishing with a coffee and a chat 

afterwards. The Sunday group is family orientated and ages range 

from 7 to 80 plus. Come along and join us, we would love to see you. 

Remember the benefits walking has on your wellbeing and health.”  

Don Quirk  phone 2347700     dquirk@xtra.co.nz 

Reading 

“What delight there is in the anticipation and then the reading of a good 

book!  We shared our favourites over a cuppa at our first meeting and came 

away happily armed with new titles.  Would you like to join us? 

Chief Librarian Margaret is on hand if we need any help, memory jogging for 

title or author, information about new releases … 

We meet at the Whitby Library on the third Tuesday of each month 10.15 - 

11.15am.  Next meeting 18 August. 

************************* 

A man went to the police station to ask to speak to the burglar who had broken into his house the night before. 

“You’ll get your chance in court,” replied the police officer. 

“No, no, no!” said the man.  “I just want to know how he got into the house without waking my wife.  I’ve been 

trying for years!” 

 

 

mailto:dquirk@xtra.co.nz
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Photography 

“Four of us went bird watching on what started out as a cold dreary wet morning but rapidly turned into a cold 

but bright, clear, and sunny morning!  We spent an enjoyable morning at Aotea Lagoon where there were a lot 

of interesting and varied subjects, some examples shown here. 

The August meeting will be at 9.30am on the last Wednesday of the month as usual (26 August), and weather 

permitting we will meet at the Dolly Varden reserve.  This reserve is on the right immediately over the 

Paremata Bridge when heading north.  There are lots of colourful boatsheds both visible from the reserve and 

also just north along the shore.”   Graham Craig  graham@angnz.com  

 

     

Mah Jong 

“We had 12 players last week and lots of fun. There was a celebratory cup of tea afterwards to 

acknowledge  Aureen Coshan’s special birthday and welcome her back after her stay in hospital.  Next month 

the Mah Jong will be on 3rd and 17th of August at the croquet club at 1.00 p.m. and as I shall be away for the 

game on the 17th, I hope all members will help Irene and Denise with the set up.”   

More info contact Barb Nichols  nichols@xtra.co.nz  Ph 234 8415                         

 

500 Cards 

“We had 8 people at the cards morning which included 2 new members  who are trying to improve their card 

skills after playing Bridge for a number of years !! We did have a good morning with plenty of laughs.  

Remember everyone is welcome and it is a lot of fun, especially cosy fun on a wintry day!   Never too old to 

learn!   Next meeting will be 19 Aug, 10.00am, venue tba.  The more the merrier! ”   Allan Nichols  

nichols@xtra.co.nz  Ph 234 8415 

Dine–Out 

“Mid-Winter Lunch.  8th July was a cold winter's  day but there was a warm welcome inside the Mana Cruising 

Club for the 59 members who attended the midwinter lunch.  Everyone enjoyed some hearty conversation with 

an initial drink from the bar. Background music was provided by Phil Hope who played his guitar and mandolin 

and sang well known songs from the sixties and seventies. We then enjoyed a wonderful scrumptious meal 

mailto:graham@angnz.com
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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which seemed to be appreciated by everyone. After lunch several people lingered at their tables enjoying each 

other's company while others slipped away to watch the Samoa/A/Bs afternoon rugby game.  

We look forward to the Christmas Lunch at the same venue on December 2.”  This report filed by Diana Paris 

 

                        

Dineout for August will be at Plimmerton Boating club.  Details at the monthly meeting on Wednesday August 5.  

Colin and Bev 234 1090  colin@cebus.co.nz or bev@cebus.co.nz 

Cinema 

“Hi Everyone.  Cinema visits seem to be a good option at this time of the year!  As Allan and I will be away for 

most of August and September, I have booked the films in advance for those two months.  You may like to 

diary them in case I don’t get to send out reminders.  August 24th “Mr Holmes”   September 28th “Everest” 

As usual we will meet from 10.00 a.m. until the screening at 10.30 a.m and then some of you may want to stay 

for a further chat over coffee/lunch at the cinema afterwards.  Please remember that if you are a member or on 

the waiting list you are welcome to join us.  You will enjoy the company as well as the movie!  Looking forward 

to seeing many of you.  Cheers  Barb”  For further details please contact Barb on 2348415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

Outing 

“On Thursday 16 July the Probus Outing Group visited the Porirua - Fifty years a city exhibition at Pataka. 

Although we had a commitment from Alice Masters who designed the exhibition, to introduce the exhibition to 

us, she was not available on the day of our visit.  Pataka had many staff not at work that day due to flu so 

while another staff member did the exhibition she did say she had not played a major development role. 19 

Probus members attended the outing.  Some members who had enrolled had to withdraw as they had school 

holidays and childcare responsibilities that day.    

The exhibition both tells the story of the development of each area of Porirua and uses old photos and well 

written historical data to highlight Porirua's many changes over the years. For many of us that have who are 

long term residents it was a trip back to the past - for those who are more recent arrivals in Porirua it was an 

excellent exhibition of Porirua's history. It is hard to paint a picture for members who have not seen the 

exhibition as there are so many photos and a great deal of reading. It is an exhibition that requires repeat visits 

to do justice to the many changes in the growth and development of our City.”  Thank you Margaret Faulkner 

for arranging this outing and for your report. 

 

August Outing - Parliament Buildings Tour Thursday 20th August 

“Take the 9.33am train from Mana station to be at  Parliament Visitors Centre by 10.15 for a 10.30 tour.  

Security screening will be completed leaving bags, coats, phones and other electronic devices in secure storage 

at the Visitor Centre.  The Visitors Centre is through Parliament’s main entrance between the Beehive and the 

mailto:colin@cebus.co.nz
mailto:bev@cebus.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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steps of Parliament House.  Just follow the signs. 

The tour will be approximately one hour. I suggest lunch at the Backbenchers then for those interested, back to 

Parliament by 1.45pm for a view from the Gallery for question time in the house from two to four pm. 

Last Gold Card special departs 2.44pm .”  Derek McDonald  ph 2346033  djmcd@xtra.co.nz 

Genealogy 

“Eight members of the Genealogy Group met at the Porirua Library on 7th July for its monthly meeting.  One of 

the Library genealogy volunteers explained to us the many family history resources available at the Library and 

then we shared stories about relatives who had served in World War Two. 

The next meeting will be held at Seagulls, 456 Paremata Road, 1.30pm on Tuesday 4th August. The meetings 

are open to all club members.  Lenora Jones (235 5252) lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz  or Rob McLagan (2379 022) 

robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz.  Thank you Rob McLagan for this report. … 

*************************************** 

Duty Roster for August Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  

Room Set Up   Derek McDonald, Colin Edwards, Lindsay McIsaac, Jill Merrick. Please meet for an 8.45am start. 

Meeters and Greeters   At 9.05am, the first two names on this list move to the front door to welcome people, 

mark the attendance roll check for apologies, take details for the birthday draw. 

Morning Tea   Bev Marsden and Maria Miller (to assist the two co-ordinators at morning tea time only). 

Club Profile Speaker   Gwyn Akeroyd 

Guest Speaker     Pat Martin 

Introduced by     Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker    Derek McDonald 

Dates for our Diaries 

03 August    Mah Jong Croquet Club 1.00pm 

04 August    Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 

04 August    Genealogy Group at Seagulls 456 Paremata Road 1.30pm 

05 August    Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am  

12 August    Dine-Out Plimmerton Boating Club details at Club meeting 

17 August    Mah Jong   Croquet Club 1.00pm 18 August     

18 August    Reading Group Whitby Library 10.15am – 11.15am 

19 August    500 Club  venue tba 10.00am 

20 August    Outing – Parliament 10.15am for 10.30am tour 

24 August    Cinema –‘Mr Holmes’  Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am26 August     

26 August    Photography Group  Dolly Varden Park 9.30am 

02 September Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 

Walking the Dog 

A woman was flying from Seattle to San Francisco. Unexpectedly, the plane was 
diverted to Sacramento along the way. The flight attendant explained that there 
would be a delay, and if the passengers wanted to get off the aircraft the plane 
would re-board in 50 minutes. Everybody got off the plane except one lady who 
was blind. The man had noticed her as he walked by and could tell the lady was 
blind because her Seeing Eye dog lay quietly underneath the seats in front of her 
throughout the entire flight. He could also tell she had flown this very flight before 
because the pilot approached her, and calling her by name, said, ‘Kathy, we are in 
Sacramento for almost an hour. Would you like to get off and stretch your legs?’ 
The blind lady replied, ‘No thanks, but maybe Buddy would like to stretch his legs.’  
All the people in the gate area came to a complete standstill when they looked up 
and saw the pilot walk off the plane with a Seeing Eye dog! The pilot was even 

wearing sunglasses. People scattered. They not only tried to change planes, but they were trying to change 
airlines!” 

 

Editor  Julie McLagan  phone 2379022             jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz 

mailto:lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz
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