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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Len Currie 
      Secretary:  Rob McLagan 

Committee: 
Vice President:  Peter Cox    Outings:  Diana Paris 
Treasurer:  Barb Nichols    Almoner:  Rob McGovern 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard    Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
 
 
 
DECEMBER MEETING 

 
 
While it may have been close by, the venue was very different to that which we are used to going to 
each month.  The inclement conditions outside were only noticed when it was time to leave and many 
of us wished we had webbed feet to negotiate the puddles!  The Whitby Lakes Retirement Village had 
plenty of space for the 87 members who attended. The company was great and many conversations 
were heard in both rooms as people exchanged information about their Christmas plans and what 
they might do before we meet again at the end of January.  It was unfortunate that the quality and 
amount of food that was such a feature last year, was not as good on this occasion. 
 
President Len certainly gained attention with the jokes he told.  Before we departed he reminded 
members that the next meeting will be on January 30

th
, 2013 – rather than a meeting in February as 

the first Wednesday will be Waitangi Day.  
 
The visit from Aotea College of two guitarists provided a great deal of pleasure, particularly for those 
who had a love of music and a respect for the level of talent these two young men demonstrated.  
 
Thanks to Barb and Allan Nichols who made sure that many members ended up with ‘lucky tickets’ 
and took home little goodie treats as a result.   
 
Graeme Kelly provided a wonderful background of piano playing and it was a pleasure to listen to, 
particularly for those who were in the room where he was playing. 
 
 

======================================== 
 
 

Drinking and Driving Over Christmas 

 
I would like to share an experience with you about drinking and driving during the  
Christmas season.  As you well know, some of us have been lucky not to have had brushes 
with the authorities on our way home from the various Christmas social sessions over the 
years. 
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A couple of nights ago, I was out for a few drinks with some friends and had a few too 
many beers and then topped it off with a margarita. Not a good idea. 
Knowing full well I was at least slightly over the limit, I did something I've never done 
before: I took a taxi home. 
Sure enough I passed a police road block but because it was a taxi, they waved it past. 
I arrived home safely without incident, which was a real surprise. I have never driven a 
taxi before and am not sure where I got it! 
 
 
INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 

The interest groups will be on hold for January with the exception of the Cinema 

Group.  Closer to the time, Barb Nichols will email club members to pass on the 

name of the film which will be showing at 10.30am on Monday, January 28, 

2013. 

____________________ 

 
 

 

=====   “PARAPROSDOKIANS” ===== 

 

Do you remember what they are?  . . . . figures of speech in which the latter part 

of the sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected – and frequently humorous.  

(They were something that Winston Churchill loved!) 

 

If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong. 

We never really grow up; we only learn how to act in public. 

To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism.  To steal from many is research. 

In filling out an application, where it says, “In case of emergency, Notify …” I 

always put ‘DOCTOR’ 

I’m supposed to respect my elders but it’s getting harder and harder for me to find 

one. 

 

====================== 

 
 

DINE OUT REPORT 
 
It really did feel like it was a grand occasion, with 30 Probus members turning up to imbibe 
a little liquid Christmas spirit, and to enjoy great food.  Peter Cox, in his usual efficient style, 
was the organiser which made it very easy as you could simply turn up to enjoy yourself and 
everything seemed to happen by magic.   Zibbibo was a very good choice of venue to 
complete the dine-out events for 2012, so let’s keep it going next year.   
 
Given that the numbers for the Dine-Out group have grown from 11 to 30, it bodes well for 
the future.  Thank you Peter Cox, for your efforts in 2012. 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

 



   
 

3 
 

It appears that John Watts knows a great deal about wishful thinking! 

 

A Wish is a Wish. 

 

A married couple in their early sixties were celebrating their 40
th

 wedding anniversary in a quiet, 

romantic little restaurant.  Suddenly, a tiny yet beautiful fairy appeared on their table. 

She said, “For being such an exemplary married couple and for being so loving to each other for all 

this time, I will grant you each a wish.” 

The wife answered, “Oh, I just want to travel around the world with my darling husband.” 

The fairy waved her magic wand and – poof – two tickets for the Queen Mary II appeared in her 

hands. 

The husband thought for a moment.  “Well, this is all very romantic, but an opportunity like this will 

never come again.  I’m sorry my love, but my wish is to have a wife thirty years younger than me.” 

The wife and the fairy were deeply disappointed, but a wish is a wish.  So the fairy waved her magic 

wand and poof - the husband became 92 years old. 

The moral of this story?  Men who are husbands should remember, fairies are ……. female. 

 

 

*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_* 

 

NOTE OF INTEREST . . . 

 

Do you remember the guest speaker we had in November?  In case you have forgotten it was 

Mohammad Ali Amiri who was one of the refugees picked up by the Tampa, the Norwegian container 

ship, and then he was kept on the Island of Nauru for 3 years before successfully applying to come to 

NZ. 

I know that he made an impression on many of you with the story of his life’s journey so thought you 

might like to know that on the 12/12/12, he was sworn in, in the Wellington District Court, to the 

Royal Federation of New Zealand Justices’ Association Inc.  He is now a JP. 

 

*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_* 

 

 

As the Editor of the Whitby Probus Club’s newsletter during its first year, I would like to express my 
appreciation to the other members of the Club’s Committee.  They have all been a pleasure to work 
with and the energy and drive of Barb (and Allan Nichols!) in particular has been impressive!  
I would also like to thank Ross Moore who filled in so well looking after the Outings group and then 
produced wonderfully written reports for the Newsletter.  My thanks to those who have contributed to 
the Newsletter in any form be that recipes, jokes, or things to ponder . . . .  Long may the contributions 
continue.  
 
I wish you all a happy, enjoyable and safe festive season. 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor 
 
 

 
 


