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The PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
CLUB NUMBER: 9003945 

Meets 1st Wednesday at 9:30am 
Whitby Bowling Club 

 
President:  Peter Cox 

                 Secretary:  Rob McLagan 
Committee 
Vice President:  Diana Paris                        Treasurer:  Barb Nichols 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard           Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Acting Treasurer:  Gaye McGill           Evacuation/Safety:  Ian Webster 
Almoner:  Len Currie                                                           
 

DECEMBER LUNCHEON 
 

 What a wonderful turn out it was at the Mana Cruising Club for the Christmas luncheon.  It 
was really good to see the social interaction taking place, so clearly, some people took note of the 
‘instructions’ in the last newsletter about making an effort to speak to someone they had not spoken 
to before!   
 While one or two folks lamented the fact that there were no jokes from President Peter, the 
humour was still there when the birthday draw was won by Allan Nichols.  Humorous, because the 
first date drawn out was by his good lady wife! 
 Everyone enjoyed the Noel gift so thoughtfully and well prepared by Gaye McGill.  One or 
two even expressed the sentiment that if the Christmas cake had been bigger, they wouldn’t have 
had to make their own!!  Thanks to Gaye for the mammoth effort she made that ensured each diner 
was able to take home their own little goodie bag. 
 Mr “Magic Fingers Kelly” was playing, adding greatly to the ambience of the occasion. 
 Colin Edwards was once again photographing the event so make sure you access the Club’s 
website and see if you are there.  It can be accessed via http://probus.angnz.com   
 
 

 
 

Great social interaction 

http://probus.angnz.com/
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Nobody has asked for our autographs! 
 

  Great montage, thank you Colin 
 

 
What do you mean, we look serious? 
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And yes, we are cracking up; just don’t ask about what! 

 

   
 This is definitely serious men’s stuff! (about new glasses!!) 
 

 More great conversation. 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM THE COMMITTEE - 2013 
 

The committee sends best wishes for the festive season to all the members.   
 May you eat well, drink sensibly, enjoy appropriate nana naps and poppa pauses, 

and exercise infinite patience with grandchildren . . . and anybody else who does not have 

our years of maturity!     

 Remember also that Christmas has deep spiritual significance for many that cannot 

be measured by the number of gifts received or given. 

 The festive season may indeed be the time when we all need to remember President 

Peter’s words that ‘it is easier to be critical than correct.’  Let us focus on the latter.  A very 

merry Christmas to all members. 
 

 
 DUTIES FOR 5 FEBRUARY MEETING  

(Remember there is no January meeting) 
There will be another brief newsletter prior to the February meeting so you will be reminded if 

you volunteered for one of the duties. 

 

***** FIVE STAR AWARDS ***** 
These go to Nelda Hotop and Doreen Fleming. 

The Committee wishes to thank these two members who have been absolutely unstinting in 
their efforts at morning tea, every month since the Club began. Thanks to them everything 
was ready on time, necessary goods were purchased and the service was always given with 
a smile.  It did mean that they missed out on the social interaction at morning tea time but 
that will change in 2014 . . . as you will see.  So thank you Nelda and Doreen; we look 
forward to having a chat with you over a cuppa! 

 
The Whitby Probus Club Picnic (aka Outings Group)  

The current Committee met on Thursday 12 December, in order to inspect the venue 
for the already heralded Whitby Probus Club picnic, scheduled for Thursday 20th 
February, 2014.  It was something of an adventure as finding the Belmont Domain 
which is in Norfolk Street, off State Highway 1, proved to be a tad tricky!  However, it 
will be an ideal venue for the Club’s picnic as the facilities for providing tea and coffee 
are very good, as are the bathrooms.  If the weather changes, there is a large indoor space, 
so it bodes well.   
The walks around the site can be taken in open spaces or under the shade of the many 
trees.  More information, which will include a map, will be given closer to the date.  
Please make sure the date (Thursday 20th February) is in your diary. 

 
REMINDER:  19th February is the date when nominations close for the Probus 
Club’s Committee members for 2014.  This means the forms with the names of 
nominees, nominators and seconders must be in the hands of Peter Cox or Rob 
McLagan by this date.  
The AGM will be held at the meeting on the 5th March, 2014.   
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INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 

The interest groups will not be reconvened until next year, but Barb Nichols will be arranging a film 
outing in January and you will receive an email regarding this prior to the date. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

EDITOR’S MUSINGS 
 
Year two of The Probus Club of Whitby . . . it has been both a privilege and a pleasure to record all 
that has taken place over 2013.  When I look back at the calibre of the guest speakers who 
challenged our thinking, entertained us or widened our horizons, I believe Tim Sheppard did a terrific 
job in arranging these speakers. 
 
Our Club speakers were in a class of their own simply because they were willing to be open about 
their lives, sometimes presenting themselves more modestly and with more humility than they 
needed to.  There was humour, achievement, coping with what life has dealt them with 
determination and living life as well as normal people endeavour to do.  What more could we ask for 
as their audience? 
 
The buzz that results from all the activities which members can attend if they so choose, is good to 
feel when people talk about what they have done.  For me it has been the occasional movie and the 
dine-out group and the relaxed conversation over a meal can often be the highlight. (Well done, to 
the Dunnetts who did it!) For the more competitive, 500 met the demand, and Mah Jong has 
provided both instruction and competition.  (Hoorah for the Nichols!) And then there has been the 
Outings group.  The reports that have come back from these occasions have always been so positive.  
What would the Club have done without Diana Paris as the chief organiser and reporter of these 
outings? 
 
The Committee has been a pleasure to work with and while we have managed to contain the 
monthly meetings to an hour’s duration, there has always been follow up work for some members 
that was been done without complaint or dallying.  A great effort and thank you Peter, Rob, Barb, 
Diana, Tim, Gaye, Ross, Len, Dave and Ian. 
 
I trust you will all enjoy what Christmas means to each of you.  I wish you all a very positive and 
happy festive season. 
 
Kind regards 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor 
 


