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November Meeting 

Thank you Bernice and Glenys for your happy smiling greeting. 
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“Hi Julie,” wrote President Don.  “Here is my joke from the November meeting. Originally it referred to a blonde 

but I changed it to Paddy.”  

“Thanks heaps Don!”  I replied. 

 Two Chimps and Paddy 

Paddy a motorist was about two hours from the Gold Coast in Australia when he was 

flagged down by a man whose truck had broken down. The man walked up to the car 

and asked,  

'Are you going to the Gold Coast?' 

'Sure,' answered Paddy, 'do you need a lift?' 

'Not for me. I'll be spending the next three hours fixing my truck.  

My problem is I've got two chimpanzees in the back which have  

to be taken to the Gold Coast Zoo. They're a bit stressed already  

so I don't want to keep them on the road all day. Could you possibly take them to the 

zoo for me ?  I' ll give you $100 for your trouble.' 

'I'd be happy to,' said Paddy. So the two chimpanzees were ushered  

into the back seat of Paddy’s car and carefully strapped into their seat belts.  

Off they went.  Five hours later, the truck driver was driving through the heart of the 

Gold Coast when suddenly he was horrified!! There was Paddy walking down the street 

and holding hands with the two chimps, much to the amusement of a big crowd.  

With a screech of brakes he pulled off the road and ran over to Paddy.  

'What the heck are you doing here?' he demanded,  

'I gave you $100 to take these chimpanzees to the zoo.' 

'Yes, I know you did,' said Paddy,' but we had money left over 

so now we're going to SeaWorld.’ 

The Birthday Draw 

Drat it!  Those birthdays keep on rolling by.  But this month’s line up keep on smiling … 

 

    
 

Cheers to you, Margaret Baird!   
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Club Profile Speaker  - Clive Solomon 

 

“My great-grandfather on my father’s side left Cornwall, England with his 

wife and children, arrived in New Zealand in 1874, and my grandfather was 

born in Westport in 1875. My father was also born in Westport, moved to 

Wanganui where he married my mother, then moved to Lower Hutt where I 

was born 1941. I lived there for twenty three years until I married my lovely 

wife Bernice in 1964. We lived in Pukerua Bay for the next 45 years and 

moved to Whitby in February 2009. 

My early days at school were nothing out of the ordinary, although when I 

was ten my mother encouraged me to take piano lessons. With a few weeks 

of practice behind me I was entered into the Lower Hutt music competitions 

against 48 other competitors, I played a brief solo and stilll wonder how the 

audience sat through the identical piece of music being played that many 

times. Even the judges must have been distracted because they selected me 

as one of the three finalists to meet in a play off at the Wellington Town Hall 

concert chamber the following week. To the amazement of my mother and 

my music teacher, I was declared the winner and later played in a demonstration concert in the main Town Hall 

before being awarded the Hansell Cup. Unfortunately, it was not the beginning of a stellar career in music. I 

subsequently had a few minor placings before deciding that I was more interested in sport. 

However, I had not completely given up on music. When I arrived at college I found that all boys were required 

to participate in army cadet training, a leftover from Compulsory Military Training. This required the donning of 

what were referred to as ‘sandpaper suits’ and marching around the school grounds in all weathers. The only 

way to avoid this was to join the school orchestra, whose practices were held at the same time as cadet 

training. So I learned to play the violin, progressed from the learners’ group, to third violins then second violins 

but never became very proficient.  I think my family was not unhappy when I eventually sold my instrument.  

At college I was not a top scholar, although I did gain a certificate from the Alliance Francaise as a third former 

for mumbling my way through a tortuous conversation in French with a member of the Alliance who must have 

wondered why I was there. Those first clumsy efforts have paid off over the years during many trips to France. 

At college I loved sport, playing tennis and soccer for my college teams, and representing first the Hutt Valley, 

then Wellington in age-grade soccer. Later, I played soccer in the mercantile league for an office team, was 

captain of the Pukerua Bay tennis club for several years, and frequently played golf at Judgeford, usually in 

company of three surveyors all named Bob. 

Having enjoyed geography and art I decided to seek employment in the field of cartography (map-making). 

In 1959 I joined a group of new draughting cadets in the Department of Lands & Survey.  Another of those 

cadets was Bernice Stevenson, who has now been my wife for 51 years. 
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Also in 1959 I joined the Royal New Zealand Naval Volunteer Reserve, attending weekly training sessions in 

their Wellington divisional headquarters. This provided opportunities for weekend trips to the Marlborough 

Sounds on the division’s 72’ harbour defence motor launch, and annual training periods on one of the navy’s 

frigates. In 1962 I joined HMNZS Royalist, a light cruiser near the end of its days on a 41/2 month voyage 

around the Pacific, calling at many of the island groups before visiting the west coast of Canada and the United 

States on goodwill visits. The main purpose of the voyage was to spend six weeks based in Pearl Harbour 

carrying out exercises with US Navy Pacific Fleet warships. During these exercises the Americans assigned 

assessors to each ship to measure their efficiency in various aspects of activity and the Royalist recorded the 

highest score ever achieved. I progressed through the lower ranks of the navy before being commissioned as a 

sub-lieutenant, then promoted to lieutenant before requesting placement on the inactive list in order to devote 

more time to increasing work, property and family demands. 

In the meantime, work in the Lands & Survey Department carried on. My first managerial appointment was to a 

team of 7 cartographers responsible for producing all of the navigation charts used by aircraft flying within New 

Zealand airspace. This also included charts of all of the airports and landing fields. When it was time for a chart 

of the Tasman Sea in order to have better control of trans-Tasman flights, I liaised with my Australian 

counterparts. They provided us with the Australian data required for their side of the ditch and my team 

produced the chart for the use of both countries. I spent a year as the department’s representative at the 

Government Printing Office where my role was to monitor the quality of pre-processing and final printing of the 

department’s maps to ensure the required standards of quality were maintained. I enjoyed this year immensely, 

being familiar with the environment because my father had been a printer with the Hutt News and I had spent 

many happy after-school hours watching him at work, and having the freedom to roam around the works in 

awe of the activities and noise involved in newspaper production. 

Rather belatedly, I thought that if I was to make any real headway in management it could be useful to have 

some qualifications other than those in cartography, so in my mid-forties I completed a three year postgraduate 

Diploma in Business Administration at Victoria University.  

I eventually became the Director of Cartography with a staff of 75 cartographers and technicians, responsible 

for the production of all official maps produced in New Zealand with the exception of geological maps which 

were produced by DSIR. In 1979 I had been seconded to the Royal Australian Army Survey Regiment in 

Bendigo for a month to study their map-making processes, and later, as Director I had the privilege of 

representing New Zealand at a number of United Nations and International Cartographic Association 

conferences overseas. During one of these conferences in Bangkok I was requested to visit the government 

mapping agency in Vietnam to inspect their operations and recommend any way in which New Zealand could 

help them to advance their production processes. The two weeks I spent in Hanoi were followed by bringing 

two Vietnamese staff to New Zealand where they were trained in processes appropriate for their technical and 

financial resources.   

Bernice and I produced three sons, who with the assistance of their partners have given us five grandchildren. 

Sadly, one of our sons died in a tramping accident in early January 2012 while he and his family were visiting us 

from Australia.  His partner has just been posted to Honiara by the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs, 

but is coming to Wellington for a conference and bringing two of our grandchildren to stay  for a few days. 

Our other two sons and their families now live in Whitby - the main reason for our move here a few years ago.  

We are regularly involved in school drop-offs and pick-ups. 

Travel has been a big part of our lives. We have made about a dozen trips overseas for periods of 5–11 weeks, 

mostly to Europe but also Asia and the Middle East. Bernice likes to boast that she has owned more cars than I 

have because the cars we lease under a buy-back agreement are always registered in her name, for reasons 

I’ve never managed to figure out. We also make regular trips to Australia to visit family there. 

And finally, I can’t give any account of my life without acknowledging Bernice’s enduring support and tolerance 

without which I would not have been able to do many of the things that I’ve been able to enjoy. May it long 

continue.”  

Thank you Colin! 

In December we shall be entertained by Graham Kelly on keyboard at our Christmas do.  Wonderful! 

February 2016 will bring us Bruce Menzies as our Club Profile Speaker.. 
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A reminder – All our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

 

Guest Speakers 

The Royal Visit meant there were no young 

musicians, but Craig Utting and Liz Sneyd told 

us about The Virtuoso Strings Charitable Trust, a 

registered charity which they founded in 2013. 

It is managed by dedicated volunteers who run a 

Sistema-based music programme in Porirua. The 

Trust provides free instruments and free tuition to 

students at low decile schools in Porirua. The Trust 

also runs the Virtuoso Strings Orchestra which 

rehearses weekly in Cannons Creek Porirua.   

The orchestra is open to anyone and does not hold auditions.  liz@virtuosostrings.co.nz 

   

 

Christmas Lunch – our December Meeting!  Have you forgotten to tell us you want to come? 

Do it now!!! There is no time like the present to make the decision. 

Mana Cruising Club Wednesday 2 December.   

Cash bar will open at 11.30am, lunch at 12.30pm.   

Come along early and enjoy extra time for fellowship  

Serious dietary preferences?  Please advise Diana Paris. 

Payment is due now.  Only $30.  First payment Preference:  

Use ‘Electronic Funds Transfer’ (from your bank account to the 

Probus bank account.   

In the Particulars column, please state your ‘Name’ and in the 
Reference column, state  Lunch’.  ASB Bank Account details:   

12  3254  0089053  00.  

NOTE:  If you pay by ‘Electronic Funds Transfer’, then send an e-
mail to Gaye McGill (our Treasurer)  

gayemcgill@gmail.com  to advise you have paid your $30 per person 
by this system.     

Second Payment Preference:   Cheque (made out to ‘The Probus 

Club of Whitby’) or cash.   Please give to Gaye McGill, Treasurer, 
asap. 

http://probus.angnz.com/
mailto:liz@virtuosostrings.co.nz
mailto:gayemcgill@gmail.com
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Management Committee Members for 2016-2017 

Please give serious consideration to standing or nominating someone to stand for the Management Committee 

of our Club for 2016/2017.  All positions are up for election.  Secretary Annette has nomination forms available 

now.  A short Management Committee each month and duties shared.  Not onerous at all!  Totally enjoyable in 

fact!  Nomination form attached to this Newsletter.  Please consider using it!  Chat to the person you would like  

to nominate, get their permission and signature, fill out the remaining details and get it to Annette asap. 

 

Club Activities 

Have a Go at Bowls  
“What a great fun afternoon for those members who participated!   

They want another go so the bowling club committee members have  

given us an invitation to come back anytime when the green will be available. 

If you are interested in another afternoon of bowls maybe in February or March please 

contact me either by email or phone.”   

dquirk@xtra.co.nz   Ph 234 7700 or 0272606306.  

 

Walking 

We meet every Tuesday near the CO-Op at 9 am for an hour’s walk and if desired finishing with a coffee and a 

friendly chat after. You are welcome to join us.  

Please remember that I have organised a Sunday walking group also that is open for all.  We meet at the CO-

OP at 9.00 am finishing about 10.30am. We car pool at the CO-OP and walk in different areas as a group, 

finishing with a coffee and a chat afterwards. The Sunday group is family orientated and ages range from 7 to 

80 plus. Come along and join us, we would love to see you.”  Don Quirk  phone 2347700  dquirk@xtra.co.nz 

A reminder to get back into exercise with this warmer weather.  You will feel fantastic! 

Just a simple brisk walk can give you the following benefits:  

You will increase the blood flow around your body so you feel great! 

You will burn calories - weight loss! 

You will sleep better and need less sleep! 

You will breathe deeply which will oxygenate your blood! 

You will want water which will stop you from being dehydrated! 

You will become mentally rested and able to focus on the important things in life! 

You will be less inclined to eat junk food and desire healthy foods! 

If you do it during the day you will get sunshine! 

Wow!  The amazing things that will happen just with half an hour's exercise.  Get out there and do it!!! 

Mah Jong 

“On the 7th  December we are planning to have lunch at The Sandbar Pub at 11.30am before moving on to the 

Croquet Club to play Mah Jong at 1.00pm. Please diary this as it will be a special games day and we would love 

to see some members who haven’t been able to join us for a while for various reasons. 

I would like to know numbers and your choice of food (menu has been sent to you but may change slightly) by 

the 1st December.”  Barb Nichols                      

Reading                                                                                       

“We all have favourite books to share.  We live several lives while reading.  We know we’ve read a good book 

when we turn the last page and feel a little as if you have lost a friend.  Our meeting this month only served to 

reinforce this feeling. Once again we left with a list of ‘must-reads’.  My list grows at such a pace that I am 

feeling I really must retire before it gets out of control!  There are so many good books too that I want to read 

over and over again.” 

Julie McLagan Phone 2379022 jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz 

mailto:dquirk@xtra.co.nz
mailto:dquirk@xtra.co.nz
mailto:jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
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Dine-Out  

This report furnished by Bev Marsden                        

“The long awaited meal at Te Onepu Restaurant, Whitireia NZ was all we were expecting and probably a little 

more in having the whole place to ourselves.  We had a perfect evening, warm and fairly calm too. 

Forty-nine eager diners had a choice of 3 entrees, 4 mains and 2 desserts (and I saw a few tasting their 

partners' food).  But we had a surprise with lovely bread sticks and aubergine chutney to nibble on while we 

waited. 

The young waiters were dressed professionally (so were the tables) and did a good job overall in taking orders 

and delivering and clearing plates.  Our server was a little shy but did his best to please.  And although we did 

not meet the chefs the food was cooked and presented very well. 

We had a number of members who asked that we make sure we have a booking for 2016 - a bit too soon but 

we have spoken to the manager. 

Alas, no dine out photos this month.  As it was an evening meal they pulled down the blinds and dimmed the 

lights to make it a more intimate dining experience.  There was not enough light for photography.” 

Lastly, if anyone would like to take over the dine-out role for 2016 please let us know.  

Colin and Bev (234 1090) or bev@cebus.co.nz     

 Outing 

This month 41 of us boarded the coach for Lyall Bay for our day out at Time Cinema.   It was to be a day of 

travel down memory lane.  Genial hosts John and Margaret Bell had the teapots steaming, the coffee machine 

primed, and big jugs full of cool drinks ready for us.  Delicious big old fashioned round cookies too - all enjoyed 

at small café tables surrounded by old movie paraphernalia of all sorts.  A marvellous collection lovingly put 

together over many, many years.  John knows each piece intimately. He is a fascinating raconteur! 

Then, into the beautiful little cinema, created to echo the past.  We enjoyed a variety of entertaining shorts and 

the National Anthem too, honouring our Queen Elizabeth who looked very youthful indeed.   

Lunch was a delicious selection of finger food, savoury and sweet, good coffee, tea and juice. 

For the afternoon feature film we settled back into those comfy plush red seats to watch an oldie movie (1953) 

chosen because of its universal appeal.  “Genevieve” is a British comedy film about two couples involved in a 

veteran automobile rally. The main theme of the delightful musical score was composed and performed by 

Larry Adler.   Thank you to Chris Garrett and Graham Kelly for the photos of a memorable day. 

                  

 
 

Genealogy 

Our November meeting was held at Seagulls.  Margaret Faulkner gave a very interesting talk on her role 

ensuring that returned servicemen and women received the pensions to which they were entitled when they 

came home. Roy Bowman again used his computer detective skills to identify members’ ancestors.  Fascinating 

indeed.  The meeting finished with a delicious shared afternoon tea and much pleasant reminiscing chatter.  

The Genealogy Club will meet again on 5 April at 1.30pm.  All club members and those on the waiting-list are 

very welcome to attend our meetings.  Details of programme and venue to be confirmed.”   

Please contact Lenora Jones (tel 235 5252 or e-mail lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz) or Rob McLagan (tel 237 9022 or 

e-mail robmclagan@seaguls.co.nz) if you are interested.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vintage_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larry_Adler
mailto:lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz
mailto:robmclagan@seaguls.co.nz
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500 Cards 

“Cards was another great event with 8 people playing.  As is often the case with cards, they fell remarkably well 

for one team who won just about every hand.  Next time could be quite different!  

On 16th December we’ll have the last game of the year, followed by a light lunch at our house, 7 Portage Place 

in Whitby.”  Allan Nichols  nichols@xtra.co.nz  Ph 234 8415                                      

Golf 

“The Annual Probus Golf Tournament will be held next year on Monday 7th March at Boulcott Farm Heritage 

Course.  This is a great course and should be a lot of fun. I will be looking for possible players early next year.  

In the meantime, if you do want to play please let me know.” Allan Nichols  nichols@xtra.co.nz  Ph 234 8415                                      

Cinema 

Barb Nichols filed this report.  “On November 23 a group of us went to see ‘The Dressmaker’ starring Kate 

Blanchard.  Rather gloomy … 

As many members  have indicated they would still like a cinema visit in December please note that on 

December 14 (please note time and date change), ‘Spectre’ (James Bond by popular request) at 1.30pm.  

We shall meet at 1.00pm for usual fellowship time.   

For January, I have booked the theatre on 18th (4th Monday is not possible as it is Anniversary Weekend). The 

film has not yet been chosen but ‘Suffragette’ is a possibility.  As always any Probus member or anyone on our 

waiting list is welcome to join us at the Lighthouse for these movies.  It is a good morning out and another 

chance to get to know other members.”  Barb Nichols 

nichols@xtra.co.nz  Ph 234 8415                                      

Photography 

“Our monthly Photography Group spent an interesting morning wandering around 3 amazing gardens that are 

all being prepared for the Pauatahanui Garden Trail this coming weekend.  (Flyer attached to this Newsletter).  

There are a lot of flowers in full bloom at this time of the year and it was interesting how elaborate some of the 

gardens are.  The weather was great with an overcast sky and although it was windy we found all the gardens 

very sheltered.  A big thank you to the home owners who welcomed us to their gardens.”  Graham Craig 

 
Thank you Graham Craig for this delightful montage! 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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Dates for our Diaries 

01 December    Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 

02 December    Probus Club Christmas Lunch Mana Cruising Club  11.30am for 12 noon 

07 December    Mah Jong The Sandbar 11.30am then to the Croquet Club 1.00pm 

14 December    Cinema ‘Spectre’  Lighthouse Pauatahanui 1.00pm for 1.30pm 

16 December    500 Club  7 Portage Place 

18 January 2016       Cinema  ‘Suffragette’ (tbc) Lighthouse Pauatahanui time tbc 

3 February 2016       Club Meeting – Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am 

 

 
What a beautiful reminder of how powerful a simple act of kindness can be... "Little things don't mean a lot, they 

mean EVERYTHING!” 
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