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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30 am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 
 
President:   Len Curry 
Secretary:   Barb Nichols 

 
Committee 
Vice President:   Peter Cox 
Treasurer:   Barb Nichols 
Speakers:   Tim Shepherd 
Outings:   Diana Paris 
Almoner:   Rob McGovern 
Newsletter:   Bronwyn Macfarlane 
 
What a great, inaugural meeting for the Probus Club of Whitby.  It was the 
meeting in which our club President, Len Curry, was installed, and this was 
followed by the induction of all Foundation Members who were present. Attention 
was drawn to the aspects of status, dignity and respect which are the hallmarks 
of being Probus Club members. 
 
On arrival each member received their name badge and their Foundation 
Member Pin.  Please remember to keep your name badge somewhere safe but 
visible, and to wear it to each meeting! 
 
Roster Duties for March Meeting – Please be there by 8.45 to prepare.
Setting up:  Allan Nicholls.  Morning tea: Pat McKinlay, Chris de Roo, 
Bev Lillico 
Meeters and greeters:  Each month, the first name of each list above will 
be the two people to act in these roles so for March it will be Allan and 
Pat. 
MARCH MEETING DATE:   Wednesday, 7 March   
GUEST SPEAKER:  Holly Thompson – Executive Director, Porirua 
Chamber of Commerce. “Small Footprint, Big Impact” - Porirua’s 
Developing Business Scene 
 
Birthday draw winners:  January – Bev Marsden, Jan Gilbert.   
February – Judy Forbes 
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ROLE OF ALMONER 
Rob McGovern has undertaken to fulfil this role.  
He can be contacted on 234 6938, or rob_beryl@paradise.net.nz 
 
So we are all on the same page as to what this role means . . .  
The defining features an almoner are around the idea of a person taking a responsibility for the 
welfare of those who belong to a group, on behalf of that group.  In the case of our club the role 
is to offer pastoral care to the members of the club where appropriate, to their families, on 
behalf of the club. 
 
The concept is very much built around it being an offer than any expectation; no almoner wants 
to be intrusive.  Therefore, in most situations when a club member is going through a time of 
difficulty or sadness, they already have in place their own support networks, e.g. family, friends, 
church . . . or perhaps members of the club with whom they have had a long or close 
relationship.  The role of the almoner is not to overtake those sorts of supports, rather it is more 
something that is given officially on behalf of the club as a whole, even if the contact is minimal.  
It demonstrates thoughtfulness from the club to the member and their family. 
 
Please note that the almoner can only respond to situations that he or she knows about. Don’t 
make the mistake of assuming that the almoner ‘knows everything’ as he or she will not.  Letting 
the almoner know where and when some pastoral care might be required is helpful.  Most often 
this information, or a particular request of the almoner, comes from the club Present and can be 
alongside what the President is also doing. 
 
Sometimes circumstances can be delicate so discretion and confidentiality are both required 
and important. 
 
******* 
 
ROLE of SECRETARY 
Barb Nichols has already given great service as the secretary to the Whitby Probus club 
and much of that has been invisible as she was part of the setting up team which has 
achieved the status of a new club being established.  From our membership of well over 
100, surely there is somebody who would be willing to take on the role of Secretary.  If 
you are willing to do this, please contact Barb herself, or the Club President.  (Barb will 
be away for three months over the year, so a replacement is vital.) 
 
 

“Never assume as it makes an ass of u and me!” 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Membership Numbers: Barb, the Club secretary, indicated that there are currently 117 
members of the Whitby Probus Club.  She has emailed the members’ list to each 
member and asked that we are mindful of the confidential nature of that list – that is, 
that the names and email addresses are only for use when dealing with Probus 
matters. Email details should not be given to any third party. 
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INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 
 
Walking Group:  Annette Craig took the first of these on the Thurs, 8 February.  Seven 
people joined in walking around Whitby, returning to 12 Exploration Way for morning tea 
and muffins. 
In March the walk will be on Thursday, 8 March (the day following the Probus meeting) 
Those present at the February walk agreed we would meet at Palmers Garden Centre 
at 9 am to walk on some of the Camborne and Paremata walkways (1hr plus), then 
back to Palmers for a coffee . . . Parking:  At the entrance to Palmers, turn right over the 
little bridge and park beside the Plimmerton Domain. 
 
Reading Group:  The first meeting of the Reading Group will be on Monday, 12 March 
at 7 pm, at Seagulls, 456 Paremata Road.  Take the second driveway on SH58 west of 
Joseph Banks Drive, right to the top where there is plenty of parking and turning space. 
 
Further meetings will take place on the 2nd Monday of each month.  A suggestion has 
been made for morning meetings starting at 10.30am rather than evenings.  That will be 
discussed and a decision made at the March meeting.  Julie is looking forward to an 
interesting year of good fellowship and great reading. 
 
Mah Jong:  Barbara Nichols will hold the first session at 1 pm at 7 Portage Place, on 19 
March.  Please be courteous and advise Barbara that you will be attending, so sufficient 
tables can be set up. 
 
Cards 500:   Allan Nichols reminds people that this will be good for a laugh so the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 7 Portage Place. 
 
Cinema Outings:   Woody Horsfield wants to know what you would like to see so let 
him know of your “Top 10 Oldies” list and he will endeavour to put them on for you to 
see.  (Woody is a part owner of the local cinema in Pauatahanui Village) 
 
Men’s Shed:  This was advertised as a club for those who want to make a mess  
with no complaints!  If you want to be involved in woodworking etc, in a space  
where your efforts can be concentrated and there is room for the right gear and 
machinery, please let Allan Nichols know. 

 
 

**##**##**##**##**##**##** 
 
It was noted that the Whitby Bowling Club have been so good to us.  They have made a 
point of setting up the chairs ready for our meetings, so we are very appreciative of their 
time and efforts. 
 
Please note that their bar opens daily at 4.30 pm and meals are available on Friday 
afternoons and you are welcome to use both. 
 
 

**##**##**##**##**##**##** 
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GUEST SPEAKER 
 
The club’s first speaker, introduced so fulsomely by Tim Sheppard, was Glenys Knight 
from ESR.   
 
The intriguing nature of the title, “How to Grow Cannabis and (not) Get Away With 
Murder,” held the club members’ interest throughout the time she spoke.  It was 
informative and the humour that was present was much appreciated as the nature of 
some of the things with which she had to deal were far from pleasant. 
 
The old axiom of forensic science clearly holds today as it did when said by Edmond 
Locard (1877-1966) – “Every contact leaves a trace.”  Glenys made this so clear when 
she presented information and facts such as that when glass is broken, 30% falls 
towards the perpetrator and can provide evidence, microscopic though it may be.  
Establishing the number of blows for a bloodstain pattern was grim, but fascinating! 
 
Explaining how familiar she was with other people’s underwear as a result of doing 
testing in rape cases was very enlightening.  The luminal testing carried out in darkness 
after all other testing had been completed indicates just how up with the play the 
experts in New Zealand are. 
 
The huge list of items from which DNA – the chemically coded cells in our body – can 
be traced, does raise the question as to why people try and commit crimes.  A good 
example Glenys gave was of the robbery in Gisborne where the perpetrator had 
removed some fruit loaf from the ‘fridge, eaten part of it but left the remains on the 
couch.  It was the DNA on the loaf left behind that eventually found the criminal, and 
matched him to two other crimes in Gisborne. 
 
Glenys rounded off her talk by speaking of the growing of cannabis – with a legally 
issued licence – in order to ascertain just how much money was made by a single 
growing exercise.  Once again the content was interesting and her delivery such that  
we were all both informed and amused.  Reaping more than $176,000 made it clear 
how growing this crop does indeed fund organised crime. 
 

******* 
 
 
AGM:  The Annual General Meeting will be part of the March meeting.  There will 
be no formality this year as there will be no need for elections.  The President’s 
report and the Finance report will be presented. 
 

 
Thank you to the member, whose name I forgot to record, who reported that she had 
spied this little adage on a camper van which she thought, would be good for Whitby 
Probus Club members to ponder! 
 

“ADVENTURE BEFORE DEMENTIA” 
 
Please remember to email any items to be included in newsletters, that you think would 
be of interest to other Whitby Probus members. 
 
Kind regards 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 


