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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Len Currie 
      Secretary:  Rob McLagan 

Committee: 
Vice President:  Peter Cox    Outings:  Diana Paris 
Treasurer:  Barb Nichols    Almoner:  Rob McGovern 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard    Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
 
 
JANUARY MEETING 
 
The first meeting for 2013 was presided over by Peter Cox, the Vice President, as Len Currie, while 
well on the way to recovery was not able to be present at the meeting. 
 
Two visitors were welcomed to the meeting; Peter then entertained members with some rhetorical 
questions such as:  while we pronounce 21 as twenty one, 31 as thirty one etc, why are we not 
consistent and for 11, and say onety-one?  Four out of five people with diarrhoea can really suffer; 
does that mean that one out of five enjoys it?  (Thank you, Peter!) 
 
Our club Secretary, Rob McLagan, brought to members’ attention that the clipboards would be 
rotating around the meeting for (a) morning tea volunteers (b) people to thank guest speakers and (c) 
for club members to take their turn for speaking for up to seven minutes and sharing an aspect or 
aspects of their lives. 
 
A reminder here that part of the meeting on March 6

th
 will be the Club’s AGM.  The minutes of the 

2012 AGM are included on page 7 of this newsletter for you to read.  (I am told a Probus Pixie will ask 
you random questions to see if you actually read the minutes .) It was implied that the AGM will not 
take up a great deal of time at the March meeting. 
 
A motion dealing with the change of the end of the financial year was put, and carried, so the financial 
year will now end on 31 December.  
 
Tim Sheppard spoke about the guest speaker for March, so if like Tim your knowledge of Te Reo is 
not extensive, this promises to be a speaker with a difference. Taku Parai, the kaumatua of Ngati Toa 
will give an introduction to Maoritanga. 
 
Peter Lillico is able to supply a trailer load of Pine for $80, from the end of March onwards so please 
contact him if you are interested (refer to your membership list for his details). 
 
Graham Craig offered to run a group for those who may be interested in photography.  That interest 
may vary from wanting advice about what sort of camera or lens to purchase, through to the, “how to 
take great photographs!”  Contact Graham if this is of interest to you. 
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It is called ‘Moving with the Times. . . ‘ 

Picture two biblical figures, one holding a basket, the other asking, “Loaves and Fishes,  
what have you got for gluten-free vegans?”                   (Thank you, Faye Quayle) 

 

 

INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 

Mah Jong:  Mah Jong is held at the Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00 pm to 3 pm on the third 

Monday of the month.  Players are asked to bring $2 each as a donation to the croquet club.    

(The Croquet club is in Ulric St near the Plimmerton Domain.)   

 

500 Cards: will be held at 7 Portage Place, Whitby, on the third Wednesday of the month at 

10am.  

 

Cinema Group:   The cinema group is able to see a film at the Lighthouse at Pauatahanui on 

the 4
th

 Monday of each month.  You cannot make a seat booking; you just have to turn up 

before 10.30am in order to buy tickets etc and say that you are a Whitby Probus member.  

Next movie will be on February 25
th

: 10.30am, to see Anna Karenina. 

(Please be courteous and let Barb Nichols know if you plan on attending.) 

 

The Whitby Probus Stitching Group:   This group met on 11
th

 February so new information 

will be given at the next meeting. 

 

Dining Out Group:  Their latest outing was to D4 Restaurant in Featherston Street, on the 13
th

 

of February. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Peter Cox expended the effort to make this group really successful in 2012.  

Following the AGM he will be the next President of our Club so will relinquish leading this 

group.  Please let someone on the Committee know if you are willing to take up the reins. 

 

Club Outings Group:  The first outing organised by Diana Paris was to Katherine Mansfield 

House in Tinakori Road.  Very clear instructions were given in terms of train times and which 

bus to catch if you chose not to walk to the residence of Katherine Mansfield. 

 
 
 

CLUB MEMBERS’ PROFILES FOR JANUARY 
 

BILL MOLLER.   The focus of Bill’s talk was on his childhood and adolescence and the associated 
activities with which he was involved.  Born in Invercargill, Bill enjoyed being an only child until the 

 
ROSTER DUTIES FOR MARCH MEETING 

((Please be there by 8.45 am, if you are in the first 3 groups) 
Setting Up: Mary Temperton, Lyndsay Kelly, Judy Forbes, Dave Kerse, Colin Edwards 
Morning Tea:  Mary Temperton, Annette Craig, Doreen Fleming, Nelda Hotop 
Meeters & Greeters:  Lyndsay Kelly, Judy Forbes 
Five to Seven Minute Speakers:  Val England 
Thanking the Guest Speaker: Bill Moller 
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age of seven when a little sister joined the family.  His early school years were spent at Waihopai 
Primary School and it was clear from all that Bill related, that he loved outdoor activities.  He indicated 
that how he saw himself was as one of the ‘young hooligans’ in the bush between the ages of 7 and 
12.  He spent time going to the sunken forest where the tops of pine trees were all that could be seen.  
He loved to go eeling in the local river, where what were caught was almost as big as those catching 
them.   
 
Go-karts and trolleys featured and he loved to ride jalopies – bikes with brakes removed – and he 
built his own track, and also raced for 12 years in the local park.  Rugby and cricket loomed large on 
Bill’s horizon and there was a time when he dabbled in golf.  There were times when the deep snow 
made such activities, and getting to school, difficult to do.  Living a mere 200-300 metres from 
Southland Boys did not mean that Bill was able to attend as his family transferred to Auckland. 
 
This meant moving to live in Remuera where Bill attended St Kentigern’s College.  Along with playing 
cricket Bill was introduced to sailing and with access to the Tamaki River it became a passion of his 
until he was well into his sixties.  The college he attended provided a tight knit community and with a 
bus from his front gate to school, and back, he particularly enjoyed the physical challenges the 
college provided.  He learned what it was to run a “real” cross-country where the mud was knee deep 
and one was ‘decorated’ accordingly.  Athletics featured strongly but Bill never laid claim to being a 
fast runner or a big jumper.  His ability was in the water as a swimmer. 
 
In summary Bill claimed to have had a very satisfying life with all the activities he has been involved 
in.  A final example was being a licensed lay reader in the Anglican Church – something that was “the 
rounding of life’s experiences.” 
 

 
 
 

PAYMENTS FOR ANNUAL SUSCRIPTIONS 

 

A reminder that you can make payments on line if you so choose.  With the upcoming annual subs 

needing to be paid this is an option you can use. 

 

ASB Bank Limited, North City Branch – Porirua 

PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 

123254  0089053  00  50 

 

If you do make a payment by Direct Credit, please email Barb with details so she will be able to 

make sense of the fortnightly statements. 

 

 
 

TWO DIFFERENT DOCTORS' OFFICES    (This is the honest truth – according to Graham Kelly)  
 
Boy, if this doesn't hit the nail on the head, I don't know what does! 
 
Two patients limp into two different medical clinics with the same complaint? 
Both have trouble walking and appear to require a hip replacement. 
 
The FIRST patient is examined within the hour, is x-rayed the same day and has 
a time booked for surgery the following week. 
 
The SECOND sees his family doctor after waiting 3 weeks for an appointment 

then waits 8 weeks to see a specialist, then gets an x-ray, which isn't reviewed for 

another week and finally has his surgery scheduled for 6 months from then. 
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Why the different treatment for the two patients? 

 
The FIRST is a Golden Retriever.  

 

The SECOND is a Senior Citizen. (Next time take me to a vet!) 

 
  GUEST SPEAKER FOR JANUARY 2013     

 
The Probus Club of Whitby is very fortunate to have Margaret Faulkner as a member and she was 

the first guest speaker for this year. 
 
Margaret’s resume is impressive.  She originally trained as a nurse; she is a member of Capital and 
Coast District Health Board for many years; a mover and shaker on the Council for 19 years; she was 
involved with the Whitirea Polytechnic Council for 19 years and her last full time employment was to 
do with War Vets. 
 
All that Margaret had to share revealed her love of having new challenges and the satisfaction that 
came from meeting them. Working in the Waitangarua Health Centre, and looking at the Barefoot 
Health Systems in China in 1988 were but a couple of demonstrations of this. Another challenge 
came with a new job in 1989 as the National Review Officer for War Pensions, when she became 
involved with War Vets and their pensions.  War pensions are compensatory in nature and anyone in 
the NZ Forces with a disability that occurred in war or in an emergency prior to 1974, were eligible.  
 
The war pensions were part of a comprehensive pension system and the oldest piece of benefit 
legislation in NZ.  While there were two rates of payment, based on rank (which caused dissension) 
changes were made over the years.  The NZ RSA was established in 1916, and became the 
advocacy group for Veterans and carried out a great deal of work to promote changes.  In 1954 the 
Act was changed again, and while still current, further amendments were made in 1989.  History 
influenced decisions made and while rank was still important in the payment of pensions, the fact that 
there were Maori, women and various occupations in both world wars, created a different social 
system.  Rehabilitation changed after WW2, and now others have been recognized such as those 
who fought in Korea and Vietnam.  More questions are being asked about the inter-generational 
affects and diseases that have resulted for the families of those who fought in Vietnam. 
Legislation is to be changed later this year that will address these later issues. 
 
While she had a certain degree of autonomy, Margaret’s job meant she was accountable to the 
Minister of War Pensions, and the Returned Services Association.  She had the legal responsibility to 
re-open cases, and made the point so clearly, that every file contained a story.  For those who 
developed anxiety neuroses and ended up in a psychiatric hospital they became forgotten and their 
pensions just kept on accumulating.  No one had given them the time needed and so often they did 
NOT need to be there.  Their accumulated pensions meant that they could live comfortably. 
 
Margaret mentioned a group of 8 NZ women each of whom had a pilot’s license prior to WW2.  During 
WW2 they flew planes from factory to airfields and then returned the wrecks back to the factory.  
These women ended up flying more hours that other NZ pilots. 
 
Margaret’s speech certainly made an impression on other Club members as she was able to give so 
much information in a manner, that the people for whom she worked on behalf of, were always her 
focus. 

+## +## +## +## +## +## +## +##+ 
 

BIRTHDAY DRAWS 

 

Birthday draws for both January and February were held.  A new precedence was established 

as for both months the first person to draw was the one to win the prize.  So well done John 

Antliff for January, and congrats to Sue Walker for February.  (If I give you the money will one of you 

buy my next Lotto ticket please?!)  
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PROOF-READING.   Clearly our Vice President uses part of his retirement time 
wisely, to proof-read the newspaper.   For example, these headlines . . .  
‘Panda mating fails; vets take over’   ‘Typhoon rips through cemetery- 100s dead’   
‘Miners refuse to work after death’   ‘Red tape holds up new bridge’   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Probus South Pacific organizes travel opportunities for Probus Club members. See the box below for 
what is on offer.  You can email Probus South Pacific if you want further information. 

 

2013 PROBUS GETAWAYS 
 
JULY 
Christmas in July Concert on Norfolk Island - SEATS SELLING FAST – DON’T MISS THIS EXCLUSIVE 

OFFER TO SEE HELEN REDDY IN CONCERT – BOOK NOW 

 
AUGUST 
Mauritius  
 
OCTOBER 
Albury Wodonga & Districts Probus rendezvous 
 
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 
Cambodia and Vietnam 
10 Nights with Grand Pacific Tours and Celebrity Cruises 
 
For more information go to: 
www.probussouthpacific.org 
or contact Trade Travel 
E: groups@tradetravel.com  
Toll Free 0800 443 044 or +61 2 7 5574 3733 
 
Regards 
Monika Prasad 
Office Manager / Executive Administration 
Probus South Pacific Limited 

 

 
 

The Dine Out Group’s First Outing for 2013 
 
Tranzmetro didn’t enhance their PR with the service on our last dine out!! The train was 14 minutes 
late in arriving at Wellington station so the easy stroll along Featherston St became a mission. As 
expected “the train people” received a vocal welcome when we did arrive. No matter, as being a mid-
city restaurant it was rather full and quite noisy. It didn’t, however, stop us enjoying yet another dining 
out experience.  
A discussion on our various dine out venues highlighted the enjoyment of our group meeting monthly 
for lunch, the variety of venues and menus, plus most importantly was the fun, fellowship and new 
friends the group has enjoyed……. and that’s why we joined Whitby Probus.  
 
Our next dine out experience will be: 
 

http://www.probussouthpacific.org/
mailto:groups@tradetravel.com


   
 

6 
 

 Date:  Wednesday 13 March 12.15pm 
 Venue: The Pavilion Café Days Bay 
 
I’ll have further information on the ferry timetable for those keen to travel across the water to 
Eastbourne at our next club meeting.                                    (Thanks once again, Peter Cox) 
 
 

############################## 

 
An opportunity for an ‘away’ outing . . . 

 
This is a suggestion from the Paremata Probus and the Mana Probus Clubs who are 

planning a 3 day, 2 night outing to Masterton on the 8th, 9th and 10th of May.  
They are wondering if anyone in the Whitby Club would be interested in joining 
them.  They are hoping to keep the cost to around $300, staying at a couple of 
motels, and visiting museums, gardens, vineyards, a miniature railway and cheese 
tasting.  While it has not been finalised yet, if you are interested would you please 
speak with Diana Paris to register your interest. 
 
 

Shifty Thief 

An internal auditor for a manufacturing group was concerned about anomalies in stock levels. He thought 
someone might be pinching stock but he couldn't prove it. He had his eye on one shifty-looking individual 

who every day drove his old truck out of the factory with the load covered by a tarpaulin. 
 
Time after time the auditor stopped the bloke, made him remove the tarpaulin and then inspected the load. 
On every occasion there was only scrap metal in the truck which the driver said he was taking to the tip. On 

three occasions the auditor made the bloke remove the tarpaulin and then unload the scrap in front of him, 
suspecting that there might be stolen stock hidden underneath. Nothing. He could never find anything amiss. 
 
After a few months of this the auditor was offered a better job elsewhere and resigned. A few weeks later 

he was drinking in a pub when the shifty character walked in. On an impulse the auditor went up to him and 
said, "Look, I've left the company, so I'm not interested in taking it any further and I won't shop you, but I 
just have to know. What were you taking?" 
 

And the bloke said "Tarpaulins                                                                            (Thanks to Julie McLagan) 

 
 
 
Newsletter – a reminder that our newsletter is in part, a reflection of the members of our 
club.  Last year there were but a few who were reliable and frequent contributors and with 
the change in committee membership this year, they will have other responsibilities. So, 
please email me with something you think would be a good addition to the monthly 
newsletter, be that a recipe, an appropriate joke, a report on a club activity or your 
comments on a recently read book that you think others may enjoy…… 
 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor 
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Annual General Meeting of the Probus Club of Whitby 

held at The Whitby Bowling Club 7 March 2012  
 

There were 91 members present and 19 apologies. 
 
The meeting was opened by President Len Currie and it was noted that this was a formality 
required by Probus South Pacific at end of Probus Year and as the club had only been 
Chartered last month the business was limited. 
 
There were no further apologies to those recorded at the door. 
 
There were no AGM Minutes from last year therefore no matters arising. 
Correspondence to this year’s AGM - None 
 
President’s Report – Len gave a brief report and thanked Allan and Barb Nichols for their 
work in getting the club up and running. 
 
An Audited Financial Report was presented to the club. There were no queries   
Moved Barb Nichols  Seconded Bronwyn Macfarlane      CARRIED 
 
Office bearers were elected in November for the coming year to March 31st 2013 but the 
role of Secretary is to be filled. President Len suggested that anyone interested should 
contact Barb Nichols 

 
Committee for 2012 -2013 
Len Currie   President 
Peter Cox  Vice President 
Barbara Nichols Treasurer 
Diana Paris  Outings 
Guest Speakers Tim Sheppard 
Newsletter  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Almoner  Rob McGovern 

      
Appointment of Auditor – Bruce Couch - retired Chartered Accountant and Past President of 
Plimmerton Rotary Club  

 
Annual fees   $20 Joining Fees $10 (Foundation members paid these prior to February 2012 
Meeting for year ending 31st March 2013) 
 
Any other business – None.  AGM Closed at 9.45 a.m. 
 
Moved to accept……………………………………    Seconded…………………………………….. 
 
Signed as a true and correct record   ……………………………………………    Date…………………. 

 


