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The PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
CLUB NUMBER: 9003945 

Meets 1st Wednesday at 9:30am 
Whitby Bowling Club 

 
President:  Peter Cox 

                 Secretary:  Rob McLagan 
Committee 
Vice President:  Diana Paris                        Treasurer:  Barb Nichols 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard           Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Deputy Treasurer:  Gaye McGill           Evacuation/Safety:  Ian Webster 
Almoner:  Len Currie                                                           
 

The FIRST MEETING for the PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY – 2014 
 

 A short and clearly heard welcome was given by President Peter, clearly heard as the Probus 
Club is now using the sound system of the Bowling Club.  With his usual aplomb, Peter spoke of an 
old woman sipping her wine, with her husband.  The husband heard the words spoken by his wife 
when she said, “I  can’t live without you.”  The husband’s response was to ask whether it was the 
wine or his wife talking.  He then heard from his wife, “It’s me talking – to the wine!” 
 
 It was a great way to start the first meeting of the year as President Peter inducted five new 
members who were introduced by existing club members. 

A very warm welcome indeed to Jill and Bob Merrick, Rae Denize, and Dinia and Mike Allen. 
 We look forward to not only seeing  you people at the monthly meetings but sincerely  hope 
you will also join one or more of the other groups that The Probus Club of Whitby has to offer so the 
Probus motto of fun, friendship and fellowship can continue with your added contributions. 
 

 
President Peter inducting  the Club’s five new members. 

 
SECRETARY:  Rob thanked those present for volunteering to be Club speakers for the first few 
months of the year. 
 Further help is needed to set up the facilities before and after the meeting, so if you have 
not volunteered please give it some thought – and your name to Rob McLagan. 
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 In the past it has sometimes been a long drawn out process getting the actual date on which 
someone has a birthday in the monthly birthday draw.  From now on you will be asked as you arrive, 
if you have a birthday in the month of the meeting, and to indicate on which day.  This will mean 
that only those days on which birthdays of members occur, will go into the draw. 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS:  Tim spoke about the guest speakers for Feb, Mar and April.  The role that he has 
filled so competently will be taken over by someone else.  On behalf of all Club members, I would 
like to thank Tim for all his efforts and the great range of speakers he has provided since the Club 
began. 
The best news from Tim  was his announcement that he has kicked his cancer into touch. (Ole!)  
 

GUEST SPEAKER FOR THE MARCH MEETING will be Taku Parai, kaumatua of Ngati Toa.  He 
will be speaking on an introduction to Maoritanga. 
 
ALMONER:  Len Currie expressed sadness to Derek McDonald for the passing of his wife, Jill.   
Likewise it was sad to hear of the passing of Faye Quayle’s son, George.  
Derek and Faye – please accept the sympathy of all Club members for your recent losses. 
Denise Masters has recently had a hip replacement and is recovering well.  
 
FINANCES:  A brief report from Gaye McGill who was delighted with the great turn out at the 
Christmas lunch, and the even greater feedback she received for being the chief organiser.  Well 
done, that lady! 
 

Guess who supplied this? 
Two Indian drug takers accidentally snorted curry powder instead of cocaine.  They are both in 
hospital, one is in a korma and the other has got a dodgy tikka!    
                                 (Thank you, John Watts ) 

CLUB SPEAKER FOR FEBRUARY, 2014 
 
 The first club speaker for 2014 was Fae Johnson.  Born in 1942 of Scottish and Spanish 
ancestry, it soon became apparent that the Spanish blood that Fae carries in her veins has directed 
much of what she became involved in, in her life to date.  
 Fae explained that she wanted to speak about something that changed her whole life, and  
that was the stories handed down from her grandmother.  Even though Fae never met her 
grandmother as she died young, the stories were handed down so Fae grew up with the ideas of 
pretty ladies in their pretty dresses, ribbons and bells and flowers being threaded into horses’ 
manes.  The horses would then be ridden to fiestas where there were lights and music and dancing.  
While Fae’s grandmother came from Coroba in Southern Spain, Fae thinks the fiesta celebrations 
would have been in Sevilla. 
 When Fae was at school in Auckland she made friends with a classmate who introduced her 
to dancing.  Fae tried ballet at Nettleton Edwards Ballet School, but it did nothing for her.  The 
constant barre exercises, toe pointing, knees pointed out with her body pulled and twisted this way 
and that, was not for her. 
 At the age of 16 Fae’s life was changed as she saw Luisillo’s Spanish Dance Company, and 
flamenco, for the first time.  She was hooked!  Joining dance classes with Mariana, a Spanish woman 
from Sevilla, Fae said it changed her life.  Mariana gave Fae her first pair of castanets, made from the 
heart of a chestnut tree.  These same castanets were played for the audience in a most impressive 
manner, and it was interesting to learn that no one else can use Fae’s castanets as they now are 
marked with the imprint of her fingers from the constant use of them. 
 Through Mariana’s classes Fae met guitarists and other dancers, one of whom was named 
Rosa, from Barcelona.  A great friendship followed along with contacts to other dancers and 
guitarists from Spain. 
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 Fae’s first date with her husband, Gordon, was at a dance rehearsal with Robert Ellis and 
Darcy Lange from the Elam School of Art, a rehearsal that ‘blew Gordon away.’  They were married 
in 1964 and, as Fae said, there was a halt in her dancing.  However, after a few years her reputation 
as a Flamenco dancer grew and people started going to Fae for lessons.  This continued to grow until 
her pupils were giving public performances and concerts.  Dancing for Fae was suspended for two 
weeks only when their daughter was born. 
 Moving to Wellington in 1971 because of Gordon’s job meant that Fae had to start again.  It 
did not take long for her to once again become involved in taking classes in contemporary dance and 
jazz.  She was persuaded by her teacher to give Flamenco classes on Saturday mornings with the 
result that “hordes of other people were interested as well.”  Fae ended up with South Americans 
and guitarists so classes could be very stimulating but also exhausting. 
 The pattern was well established for Fae as she continued to have lots of pupils and began to 
receive invitations to perform at festivals, and then twice a week at The Lava Rock, owned by a 
couple from Chile.  Fae became a regular tutor for the Performing Arts School in Newtown, where 
classes grew to the point she had to start intermediate and advanced classes. Soon it became a full 
time occupation. 
 Fae secured a grant that took her to Spain to study with dancer Charo de Luna and to stay 
with her and husband, Rafael, a well-known Flamenco singer.  She lived and danced Flamenco for an 
entire month, and wearing a newly purchased skirt, shawl and shoes from Granada, she was able to 
dance with a Flamenco father and son troupe which was a big highlight of her stay there. 
 Fae’s contributions to the world of performing arts was wide as she took classes for the NZ 
Ballet School, regular classes for a term each year with acting students of Toi Whakaari Drama 
School,  private lessons with people like Margaret Medlyn who played Carmen in the national opera, 
and playing her cajon at Downstage with Gareth Farr. 
 Unfortunately dancing became very painful for Fae with the development of osteoarthritis in 
both knees and feet, so she decided it was time to give it up.    
 We are very grateful to Fae as she not only played her castanets, but standing up on the 
morning tea floor level, gave a demonstration of the skill, that clearly once learned is never 
forgotten.     
 

  Fae-Theresa Flamenco! 
 
 

  FEBRUARY MEETING:  91 members attended, 20 members put in an apology and there were            
      10 members unaccounted for. 



4 
 

 

 
DUTIES FOR MARCH, 2014 MEETING 

 
Meeters & Greeters:         Doris Smith, John Antliff     
Setting Up Facilities:          Jill Merrick, Mike Allen, Doris Smith, John Antliff     
Morning Tea:                      Jill Merrick, Mike Allen 
Club Speaker:                     Colin Edwards   
Thanking Guest Speaker:  Anthea Levy    
 

 
AN ITEM FOR YOUR DIARY 

There will be a change of date for the April Probus Club meeting.  As you know 
the meeting is always scheduled for the first Wednesday of each month. 
HOWEVER . . .  in April, the Whitby Bowling Club has a tournament on “our” 
day so it means the April meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th April.   
 

GUEST SPEAKER FOR FEBRUARY, 2014 
 

  Stephanie Drew was the guest speaker for the February meeting, and she is known as a 
freelance book designer and editor.  Stephanie focuses on the whole package as a book designer and 
works on the text, making sure all is correct for publication.  The final use of the book is also kept in 
mind and she likes to focus on avoiding Americanisation in the spelling in particular.  She is also very 
happy to work in tandem with the authors in terms of the documents and photos they may have, 
and the cover they would like.  Stephanie Runs Legacy Publishing which encourages people to write 
the story of their own life. 
 
 Knowing where to start is often the problem for people who feel they may like to write 
about an aspect of their lives, or of their larger family unit including earlier generations.  Things 
mentioned by Stephanie included looking at your children, grandchildren and great grandkids.  You 
might want to look at inherent characteristics and how innate abilities may miss a generation.  You 
can tell where you are from, and why, and what you did.  
 Asking family members and friends about what they thought about particular events or 
occasions, and felt about them, can inform and broaden your own perspective.  Looking at what 
your own previous generations did for occupations, and what they liked doing can all become part of 
your life story. 
 The rhetorical question was asked about, ‘Why a book?’  Despite the increased ability to 
communicate easily and quickly, there is also so much lost information.  Digital photographs can be 
instantaneous but if people are not interested files can be deleted which leaves very large holes for 
future historians.  In the past, letters have provided not only information, but insights into what 
people felt, saw and experienced at a personal level.  Currently is it so much easier to send an email 
or a text which begs the question of whether love letters still exist?  Emails and texts are simply 
deleted, systems can crash so information disappears; Stephanie considered it sad to rely solely on 
electronic communication. 
 A printed book keeps information which the whole family can share – and add to.  Legacy 
Publishing preserves information through photos, recipes and stories.  Consulting your siblings, 
spouse, and  neighbours can all add different perspectives.  
 Using a white board, Stephanie asked Probus members to imagine each of them to be a river 
which she had drawn a bird’s eye view of on the board.  The twists and turns, or places of calm 
waters could represent a ‘something’ in each of their  lives.  When asked members spoke of the 
Wahine disaster,  the JFK shooting, the moon landing, and  the birth of a first child.  Again the 
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rhetorical  questions of, ‘what were you doing when these incidents occurred, and how did you feel 
about them?’ can add smaller and personal stories to these significant events. 
 Remember if you want to write your own life story you do not have to start at birth as it can 
be an episodic approach.  You may wish to use headings to get smaller stories about work life, family 
life, interests or travel . . . and then meld them together. 
 Some good examples were writing “Gems” or “Bedtime Stories” – these held great 
memories and were very therapeutic.  One Club member mention the Elephant story which had 
been passed down through three generations. 
 Several club members shared brief memories that they had recalled.  Barb N spoke of her 
wedding night!! (HE wanted to watch the recording of the match he had missed during the day . . .) 
and John A remembered his first day at school.  John W helped on a farm and did not do the right 
thing with the cream which meant it cost his parents money – and a lot of John’s pocket money.  It 
was great to hear and reinforced so well the points that Stephanie had made. 
 Writing your own book means that your past will not ‘evaporate’ into the ether as it will be a 
tangible object to pass on. 

 

  Stephanie Drew 
 
 

 
 

INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 
 

Mah Jong     Reminder that this is held twice a month on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Monday, from 1 to 3pm., at   

          the Plimmerton Croquet Club in Ulric Street.  Anyone is free to join; if interested ring 
          Barb on 234 8415. 
 
500 Cards     3

rd
 Wednesday of each month. Contact Alan on 234 8415 

 
Cinema        4

th
 Wednesday of each month at The Lighthouse, Pauatahanui.  Turn up before 10.30am 

         to purchase ticket.  Barb always lets members know what film will be viewed. 
 
Dine Out       2

nd
 Wednesday of each month.  A board will be sent around at each meeting for you to 

          add your name to. 
 
Outings       3

rd
 Wednesday of each month.  A board will also be sent around at each meeting for 

          you to add your name to. 
 
Photography This group is in limbo but may begin again in March.  A suitable day needs to be     

         chosen by those interested, and Graham Craig.  There is a photographic competition 
         later in the year, which may be of interest. 
  

 
OUTINGS:  On Thursday 20 February, 18 members gathered at the Belmont Domain on an absolutely 
stunning day for a picnic. As it was such a beautiful day those of us who did not bring their own chair 
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took chairs from the hall and we sat outside.  People found a bit of shade under the trees and there 
was a gentle breeze blowing that made the weather perfect. Most people started with a cuppa and 
we sat around chatting for an hour or so before lunch. Then after several more cuppas we wandered 
up and down the Rhododendron Dell and then down by the river bank. Several keen members 
actually went down into the edge of river. It was an enjoyable way to get to know fellow members 
better. 
 Next month’s outing on the 20 March will be to the Porirua Hospital museum. Founded in 
1987 to celebrate the centenary of the hospital, the museum is now a category 1 Historic Place 
(Historic Places Act 1993.)                                                 (Another report from Diana Paris – thank you) 
 
DINE-OUT:  The dine-out for February was held at the Supply Room at Plimmerton.  Twenty 
members turned up and enjoyed having the room just for them, a room that looked out to the 
harbour.  There were no complaints about the food (or wine!) and the solo waitress did a great job 
attending to the needs of the group as she had to make many trips up and down the stairs to deliver 
the food. 
 There was a toast to absent friends and nobody appeared to be surprised when someone 
called Barb, was named in particular.  It appeared to have something to do with the fact that the 
dine-out was quieter than usual!  
 The retiring President was congratulated for his common sense approach to drinking as after 
a single glass of vino he was spied drinking water in his wine glass.   . . . Overall it was a very pleasant 
outing.  
 
CINEMA:   Approximately 24 people turned up at the last cinema outing and the feedback from 
those who attended was positive.  The movie ensured that viewers left with a very full picture of the 
life of Nelson Mandela.   

 
BIRTHDAY DRAWS for JANUARY and FEBRUARY 

 
 It does not happen very often that the first number taken from the bag is the birthday date 
of the person withdrawing it.  It happened twice!!  So, well done Anne Watts for the January 
draw, and well done Marie Gregory for the February draw. 

**************************************** 
Don’t forget that the March meeting will also be the AGM for The Probus Club of Whitby.  
A great precedent was set by the Club’s first President who dealt with the AGM in record 
time and the current President wants to continue in similar vein! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

“The pleasantest things in the world are pleasant thoughts; and the art of life is to have as  
many of them as possible.”                                                                       Michel de Montaigne 
 
 
This is the last newsletter I will be writing for The Probus Club of Whitby.  It has been something that I 
have enjoyed doing immensely, and know that the person who will be taking over from me will 
produce an even better newsletter, so welcome to the role, Julie McLagan.  
Thank you for the positive feedback you have given me which I have really appreciated as it has 
indicated that it was not a wasted effort   Ken and I are moving north to the Coromandel Peninsula 
and we are lead to believe we will be able to leave our warm winter gear behind. 
 
Kind regards 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Retiring Newsletter Editor 

 



7 
 

  


