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Newsletter for December 2016 – February 2017 

Next Meeting Wednesday 1 February 2017 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
Apologies please to Secretary  Annette Craig Phone 234 7558 

Committee Members 
President  Julie McLagan Ph  237 9022 Guest Speakers  Graham Kelly   Ph 234 8825 

Past-President  Don Quirk Ph  234 7700 Profile Speakers  Sue Gore            Ph 234 6367 
Vice-President  Derek McDonald Ph  234 6033 Newsletter   Julie McLagan Ph 237 9022                               

Secretary   Annette Craig Ph  234 7558 Club Duties  Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 
Treasurer   Gaye McGill Ph  238 9904 Outings        Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 

Caring/Welfare  Norma Withers    Ph  238 4222              Member        June Campbell-Tong   Ph 2347918              

Membership        Annette Craig      Ph  234 7558 
 

A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

                                                       
December Meeting  -  Our Christmas Lunch          

 
 

http://probus.angnz.com/


Our Christmas Lunch 

Vice President Derek McDonald told a Xmas story.  

“It was the week before Xmas and two small boys were having a sleepover at 

their Grandparents. 

Come bedtime the two boys knelt beside their beds to say their prayers when 

the younger brother began praying at the top of his lungs …  
“I pray for a new bicycle!  I pray for a new bicycle!  I pray for a new bicycle! “ 

His elder brother leaned over and nudged the younger brother and said, 

"Why are you shouting your prayers? God isn't deaf." 

To which the younger brother replied, “ No, but Grandma is!” 

John Antliff reports … 

“Despite the rather gloomy weather, we, that is 80 or so of us, met at the Mana Boozing Club for our annual 

Christmas lunch.   The first hour was spent socialising and lubricating our tonsils followed by a hearty rendering 

of choice Christmas Carols accompanied once again by our very own "Liberace".  Lunch was served and 

gratefully consumed.  With crackers pulled and wearing silly hats, we all had a wonderfully festive time. 

Christmas cake and coffee ended the revelry and we all returned home better for it!   

What a great crowd makes up this club! “ 

Vice-President Derek added … 

“Thanks to Graham Kelly keyboard, the Whitby Probus young men's choir and guest tenor John Antliff, the 

Xmas spirit was well heard.” 

A big thank you to Diana Paris for organising the occasion again for us.   

“The tables looked very festive with holly and tinsel on each table as well as Christmas crackers and a wrapped 

piece of Christmas cake at each place setting.  Thanks to Gaye McGill for baking the cakes. They were well 

appreciated by everyone. “ 

The Birthday Draw  

                

         
        What joy!  Beautiful, bouncing Christmas babies – all three.                 Congratulatons Allan Nichols! 

 
Guest Speaker for February Meeting 
Our guest speaker in February will be Maureen Zaya, who studied at the 
University of Baghdad before coming to New Zealand as a refugee 15 years ago. 

Maureen will talk to us about refugees coming to New Zealand and the successes 

and difficulties they encounter integrating with our communities. 
She will talk from experience, giving us an insight into her life, learning the 

language, obtaining a job, finding her feet and what this entails. 
Maureen is employed by the Ministry of Education as Senior Adviser, Refugee and 

Migrant Enablement Support. 



Club Profile Speaker for February will be Peter Rushworth.   

Our Club AGM in March will take the place of our profile speaker.   

April will bring us Irene Stobert            

May will bring us Lew Jillings 

 

Management Committee Members for 2017-2018 

A reminder that completed forms which can be downloaded from the Club website for Probus Club Committee 

nominations need to be in the hands of the Secretary by Wednesday, 15 February 2017 - 2 weeks prior to the 

AGM. 

******************************************************************************************  

Club Activities   

Please note … If you are on our waiting list you are welcome to participate in any of our activities.  We would 

love to get to know you while you wait to join …   

Mah Jong 

“We will resume Mah Jong on 30th January (as 1st Monday in February is Waitangi Day) and then the next game 

will be on 20th February. 

As always we will meet at 1.30 p.m. at Plimmerton Croquet Club and welcome new players from either the club 

or the waiting list.”  Barb Nichols phone 2348415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

Cinema 

“Attendance at the December outing was a record 31, which was beaten by the visit in January with 32 

members attending.  It was great to see two people from our waiting list join us and also a visiting Probus 

member from another club.  While ‘”La La Land” did not offend anyone (only one ‘nasty’ word), it was quite 

slow at first and most of us wondered how it had won so many awards. Probably a film you wouldn’t want to 

see twice!! 

Next month (27th February) we shall be seeing ‘Lion”, which looked very good from the trailer we saw.    

The reviews are excellent.  We hope many of you will wait for our visit on Feb 27th to see it. 

It stars Dev Patel (alias the Slumdog Millionaire) who is searching to find his real home and roots after being 

adopted as a child by an Australian couple.   We look forward to seeing many of you there for a cuppa and chat 

from 10.00am and then the movie at 10.30am.  As always welcome Waiting List people.” 

Barb Nichols phone 2348415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

500 cards 

 

“Christmas and the New Year have 

been and gone and we are nearly into 

February.  Our December cards 

morning was also our Christmas lunch 

function and we had a very enjoyable 

lunch to finish the year. The next cards 

meeting will be on Wednesday 15th 

February and the venue will be notified 

at our meeting on 1st February.”  Allan 

Nichols phone 2348415  

nichols@xtra.co.nz 
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Genealogy 

Although we are not meeting formally till March, members continue to delve into the past, often using new 

skills and pathways learned at meetings during the year.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th March.     

Rob McLagan  Ph 2379022  robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz 

 

Book Lovers   

 

Unfortunately the December meeting had to be 

cancelled – too many conflicting appointments! However 

in the November report I forgot to mention the amazing 

one-arm bandit duet entertainment provided by Faye 

(shattered wrist) and Rae (broken arm). You really had 

to be there! 

At Christmas I received a Ladybird book for grownups 

entitled “The Grandparent”, part of a series with titles 

such as “Spending their Inheritance”, “The Pension”, 

“The Cruise”. Here is an extract from “The 

Grandparent”:  Grandparents are very versatile. They 

are baby-sitters, weather forecasters, mother’s helpers, 

sweet collectors, child-minders, knitwear suppliers, au 

pairs, curators of G-Plan furniture and providers of day-

care for the under twelves.  Retirement is an exhausting 

job.’ 

 

Next meeting February 9 at 10.15am, at my home,4 Tombane Terrace, Papakowhai Rae Denize 

billandrae@xtra.co.nz  Phone 2381038  New members and waiting list folk welcome. 

Outings 
Well, as Colin Edwards wrote, “We were shaken, stirred, blown around and almost drowned.”  No outing was 

possible at the predetermined time.  Derek McDonald is now organising the postponed outing to Southwards 
Museum at Paraparaumu for Thursday 16 February.  Exact timing tbc.  There is an admission fee that is 

reduced if there are more than 10 visitors.”  All details from Derek at the February meeting.  

Derek McDonald phone 2346033 djmcd@xtra.co.nz 
 

Dine-Out 

“The next Dine-Out group lunch will take place on Wednesday 8 February 2017 at 12:15pm at The Borough in 
Tawa.  The Borough is new, opened in time for Christmas in converted retail shops next to the Tawa Public 
Library.  It is a short flat walk (5 minutes) from the Tawa railway station.  Comfortable places for eating 
indoors or in a sheltered courtyard. “ 
Colin and Bev phone 2341090  colin@cebus.co.nz  

 Golf 

“The annual Probus golf tournament will be held on Monday 6th March at Boulcott Farm Golf Club in the Hutt. 

We have one team to be entered and any other volunteers would be welcome. Cost is $30 to cover green fees 

and prizes, food is at the cost of each player although they do allow you to bring you own lunch etc. If anyone 

is interested please let me know as soon as possible as entries have to be in by mid-February.”   

Allan Nichols phone 2348415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

Walking 

“As you all know the weather has not been kind to our Probus walkers with howling gales, driving rain, you 

name it we got it. But this did not stop some of the hardy walking between showers. Tuesday 24 brought a 

reprieve when 15 walkers turned out on a sunny slightly breezy day. The coffee and happy chat afterwards 

contributes to the friendship that develops within the group. We have two members on the Probus waiting list 
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who also participate and enjoy the companionship.  Join us every Tuesday 9am at Whitby Mall for the hour’s 

walk and decide the options of easy, medium or brisk walking choices.” Don Quirk phone 2347700  

Photography  

“In December six members met at the new viewpoint on Baxter’s Knob in the new Aotea housing area.  The 

weather was great and the views from there cover a wide area of this region.  There is an interesting new 

hybrid solar-wind street light installed by the lookout too.  We completed the morning with the usual discussion 

over coffee!  

Unless a better idea comes up I propose that we check out the progress of Transmission Gully around the 

Pauatahanui - Whitby area at the February 13th meeting.”  Graham Craig phone 2347558  

  

   

 

 

 

 

Summer Soiree  - Wine and Cheese Sunday 5 February  4.00pm 

– 6.00pm.  

Host provides the venue and crackers for up to 10 people, guests bring 

a bottle of wine,  some cheese to go with it.   Different hosts each time.  

Guests emailed on morning of event to tell them where they are going.  

Easy-peasy, lots of fun … Add your name to the board at the meeting 

next Wednesday if you would like to join in, happy to host as well as be  

a guest.  Julie McLagan phone 2379022 jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz 
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Duty Roster for February Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  

Room Set Up   Bob Merrick, Jill Merrick, Derek McDonald, John Antliff. Please meet 8.45am. 

Meeters and Greeters   At 9.05am, the first two names on this list move to the front door to welcome 

people, mark the attendance roll check for apologies, sort the counters for the birthday draw. 

Morning Tea       Valerie Hellberg, Jeanette Menzies - to assist the two co-ordinators set up and at morning 

tea time. 

Guest Speaker    Maureen Zaya 

Introduced by     Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker    Margaret Faulkner 

Dates for our Diaries 

30 January     Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

31 January     Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am  
01 February    Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am 

02 February    Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 

08 February    Dine-Out The Borough Tawa 12 noon 
09 February    Book Lovers 4 Tombane Place, Papakowhai  10.15am 

13 February    Photography Venue tbc 
15 February    500  7 The Portage, Whitby 10.00am 

16 February    Outing Southward Car Museum time tbc 

20 February    Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 
27 February    Cinema Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am movie 

6 March          Golf  Boulcott Farm  details tba 
7 March          Genealogy  details tba 

 

*****************************************************************************************                                                           

                                                                    

 

 

                                 
 

 


