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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Len Currie 
Secretary:  Barb Nichols 
 

Committee: 
Vice President:  Peter Cox   Outings:  Diana Paris 
Treasurer:  Barb Nichols   Almoner:  Rob McGovern 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard   Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
 
July Meeting 
 
It was reassuring to hear from President Len that his ‘real’ vision of the world had been 
restored as once again he could see things properly having had his specs fixed!  Rhetorical 
questions do not normally gain a response but when Len asked if there was anyone who had 
NOT felt the shake of the previous night, there was a very loud murmured response. In a 
way this set the tone of the meeting as the guest speaker’s topic was totally centred on this 
subject. One of Len’s opening smile-makers was to quote, “Lead me not into temptation.  I 
can find the way myself!” 
 
The President then had the pleasure of inducting a new member to the Whitby Probus Club, 
so a very warm welcome to John Antliff. 

 
Peter Cox, the acting club secretary, confirmed the Club’s membership was now closed, but 
the Club is happy to receive names to go on the waiting list. Peter indicated that there will be 
an opportunity in November, for 25 diners to eat at the Whitireia Polytechnic.  The food 
provided is by those involved in catering courses, and is always a popular and an in-demand 
event at which to eat.  More information regarding this occasion will be shared at a later 
date. 
 
The Whitby Bowling Club has books available for Probus members to borrow, read and 
return.  Found in the upstairs area, on the right, Please make sure you return books to the 
same area.   
 
Duties:  Probus members to thank guest speakers are still needed, so please add your name 
to the list, if you haven’t already done so.  People to assist with morning tea in December 
were also asked for . . .  
 
Tim Sheppard spoke of the guest speaker for August, who will be Robin Gunston.  
While Robin wears a number of hats, his 9-5 pm work which is running the prison fellowship, 
will be the topic of his speech.  This is entitled ‘Real Freedom for the Captives.’ 
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Related to last month’s speaker, Tim reiterated the point that Whitireia has the best record in 
NZ for students completing courses, and many of the learners are second chance learners. 
As such some of them need financial help and Tim explained that he and his wife sponsor 
students at Whitireia.  If you want to do the same, please contact Tim. 

 

 
 
INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 
 

Walking Group:  The weather is the one thing that does not prompt people to be active 

participants in this group . . . or so it seems  Annette Craig thinks it will be wise to have a 

break for a couple of months and restart in October when the weather may be more conducive 

to getting active. 

 

Mah Jong: Some changes afoot here.  From the next meeting until at least November, Mah 

Jong will be held at the Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00 pm to 3 pm.  Players are asked to 

bring $2 each as a donation to the croquet club.  The Croquet club is in Ulric St near the 

Plimmerton Domain. 

 Dates will be: 13
th

 August (Please note this is the 2
nd

 Monday) 

 We then revert to the 3
rd

 Monday: 

 17
th

 September          15
th

 October           19
th

 November 

 

500: 10 am on 15
th

 August will be the day when this group meets next.  It will be at the home of 

Bev Marsden and Colin Edwards at 66 Spyglass Lane.  

 

Cinema Group  The information does need to be confirmed but it is highly likely that there 

will be a cinema outing group once a month.  The proposal is that the group will meet at The 

Lighthouse at Pauatahanui, on the 4
th

 Monday of each month, for an 11 am movie.  Ticket 

price has  yet to be confirmed. ( Thanks to Allan Nichols and Peter Cox for their efforts in this 

regard.) 

 

++*++*++*++*++*++*++*++*++ 
 

Non Attendance at Meetings 
 
It would be appreciated if you are unable to attend a monthly Probus meeting, that you exercise 
the normal courtesy of putting in an apology.  This can be done either by an email or a quick 
phone call to the Secretary. You may have a friend or a spouse who can give your apology when 
they are being greeted at the door on the way into the meeting. 
 

 
ROSTER DUTIES FOR AUGUST MEETING 

((Please be there by 8.45 am, if you are in the first 3 groups) 
Setting Up:  Derek McDonald, John Harrison, Kath Karontonis, Shirleen Hughes 
Morning Tea:  Judi Doornbus, Jill McDonald, Joanna Jacomos 
Meeters & Greeters:  Derek McDonald, Judi Doornbus 
Three Minute Speakers:  Sue Walker, Pauline Robb, Derek & Jill McDonald 
Thanking the Speaker: Allan Nichols 
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IMPOSSIBILITIES IN THE WORLD – according to John Watts! 
 
1.. U can't count your hair  
2. U can't wash your eyes with soap  
3. U can't breathe when your tongue is out  
Put your tongue back in you fool.  
 
10 Things I know about you...  
1) U are reading this  
2) U are human.  
3) U can't say the letter ''P'' without separating your lips  
4) U just attempted to do it  
6) U are laughing at yourself  
7) U have a smile on your face and you skipped No.5  
8) U just checked to see if there is a No.5  
9) U laugh at this because you are an idiot & everyone does it too.  
10) U are probably going to show this to see who else falls for it 

 
June’s Three Minute Speakers 

 
Charlie Stobert.  Charlie’s opening statement drew sympathetic nods from some, when he admitted 

to not finding it easy talking in front of a group.  He felt some kinship with a long ago captain of the 
British rugby team visiting Rumania, a captain who wanted to ‘speak the lingo’ when making an after 
dinner speech.  He gained his knowledge of said lingo in the conveniences, so ended up addressing 
the hosts with the opening words of “Urinals and water closets . . .” (Makes a change from ladies and 
gentlemen!) 
 
Charlie is a cross-Tasman import, from the north coast of Queensland, from the Maroochi Shire, an 
area best known for sugar cane and pineapple farms.  Growing up it was a place for farms, fishermen 
and weekenders.  Charlie moved to south of Brisbane, (it is now just a part of Brisbane), where his 
dad was a market gardener.  With no nearby university Charlie began an apprenticeship with BHP, a 
firm with huge steel mills all over Australia.  Charlie won a steel industry scholarship and completed a 
mechanical engineering degree.  He thoroughly enjoyed being in a hall of residence along with 
students from all over the world.  Unlike today’s students, he wanted to stay in the hall for as long as 
possible… Eventually Charlie went to the UK, (where both his parents had come from), and was 
based in Newcastle working on 500 megawatt steam driven generators.  While in the UK he met the 
light of his life and he and Irene have been together for 46 years.  The early 80s saw Charlie arrive in 
NZ where he became a chemicals company manager.  Involvement in rugby where he refereed for 10 
years, participation in the great family sport of orienteering, and now playing croquet, all add to the 
picture of Charlie’s life so far. 
 
Alan Barkus.  It was a great way in which Alan was able to start sharing about his life as he had 

arrived in New Zealand, that same day, fifty years ago.  Alan joined what was then the Ministry of 
Agriculture to take over from a retiring, expert photographer.  This meant taking photos of the 
“horrendously gory, disgusting, right through to the really, very interesting.”  When not on the work 
front, Alan had a strong interest in language and linguistics and enrolled at the Correspondence 
School in order to study Japanese which he did at Upper Hutt College.  Winning an A Bursary in 
Japanese he was then told to teach Japanese to beginners, so Alan spent the next four years at 
Upper Hutt College teaching night classes.  Needless to say, Alan has enjoyed many holidays in 
Japan. 
 
In 1999 with the advent of digital imaging, Alan was paid off as it appeared that his skill set was no 
longer required.  However, this did not last and he was invited back on contract to once again be the 
expert photographer, and this time, on his own terms. 
 

mailto:betty.paul2@IMPOSSIBILITIES
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Alan is a very keen DIY man and has built his own home.  He has lived in Whitby for the last three 
and a half years.  Railways, both miniature and full size are another passion.  Alan left no doubt that 
he is a very hands-on man. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Weight Loss Problem Solved  

Having trouble shifting some extra pounds as winter moves on?  It has been discovered 

that the problem is actually most likely the shampoo you are using!  When in the 

shower the shampoo runs down your body, and if you look carefully on the bottle you 

will see there is a warning there: ”Gives extra volume & body.” 

Can you believe that you have not noticed this before?  So from now on the 

recommendation is that you use dishwashing liquid, as it actually says on the bottle:  

“Dissolves fat that is otherwise quite difficult to move!” 

__________________________________________________________ 

 
AUGUST and FUTURE OUTINGS  

 
PLEASE note that our club outings will normally be held on the morning of the 

 third Thursday in each month. 
 

The date of the August outing should be added to your diary – Thursday 16 August.  
We will visit the NZ Transport Agency’s office traffic operations centre in Johnsonville. 
 
Dates for the following months are 20 September and 18 October.  Suggestions for future 
outings will be welcome.  In the absence of Diana Paris, please contact Ross Moore, Ph: 
239 9800, Fax 239 9860, Mobile/Tx 0274 373 952, or email to ross.moore@xtra.co.nz 

 
POINTERS ABOUT PROBUS TRAVEL INSURANCE 

 
Faye Quayle recently had to make an unexpected trip to the USA which meant all her arrangements 
had to be completed quickly.  Having collected the brochure for Probus insurance she decided to 
ring their NZ 0800 number, with no response over two days.  Emailing them did not get a response 
either.  Even though Faye printed off the required forms from the Probus website they had to  be 
faxed to Australia.  The bottom line was that Faye had to make other arrangements. 
 
To balance Faye’s experience, she advised a friend in Wanaka about Probus travel insurance.  Her 
friend was not going overseas at short notice so had time on her side.  The result was that the 
insurance cover for 6 weeks was $200, plus $40 to get a doctor’s certificate.  Clearly if you want to 
make the most of the Probus travel insurance, allow plenty of time to put everything in place. 

________________________________________________________ 

 
Dine Out Report 

 
     An enthusiastic group of 25 - our largest yet - enjoyed lunch at the Thistle Inn.  We were given our 
own dining room and menu with a choice of soup, four mains and three deserts.  It was interesting to 
note the most popular desert included a shot of alcohol.   
     NZ Rail had an influx of ‘mature’ passengers plus one youthful Probus Club member who had to 
pay $6 for the ride. She received heaps of sympathy from those present (and a minimum of financial 
support!)   Good food, good fun and great fellowship!!! 
The next Dine Out: 
We will visit Shed 22 Brewery Bar & Restaurant on the corner of Taranaki & Cable Streets inside 

the gates on the wharf.  

mailto:ross.moore@xtra.co.nz
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Date: Wednesday 8 August starting 12.15pm. I will have a board at the next meeting to record 

names of those who wish to attend. 
 

Peter Cox – Vice President  
____________________________________________ 

 

GUEST SPEAKER at July’s meeting 
 

After his welcome, Trevor Farmer asked Whitby Club members not to clap as he thought we might 
NOT want to hear what he had to say.  His next demand was that all Club members trust him, close 
their eyes, stamp their feet, and continue to stamp their feet, until he said we could slow down, and 
eventually stop.  He reminded people to keep their eyes closed and to keep stamping.  Once the 
word stop had been uttered, instructions were then given to reach out for a torch, swing legs down 
into slippers, stand and don the dressing gown.  What he had put the members through was a 
simulation of just what one of the Christchurch earthquakes had been like.  It was quite sobering as 
some people later admitted to having none of the things on hand that Trevor had called for – such as 
the torch, handy slippers and near-by dressing gown. 
 
Trevor came from the Wellington Regional Emergency Management Office which is a new entity as 
the prior piecemeal approach was deemed to be not good enough.  Given the population of 450,000 
there are 20 people in roles like Trevor’s.  With 5 co-ordinators in all, they are divided into 3 teams: 
(1) Operations – how to respond to events (2) Community Resilience Team and (3) Business 
Development Team. 
 
A strong driver that Trevor spoke of very clearly is that people need to wake their ideas up as life is 
NOT a rehearsal.  Recently in Christchurch (Trevor apologised early on for the occasional slip and use 
of the odd expletive) he described it as a ‘shit’ zone still.  He wondered where the people in the CBD 
were as all he could really see were demolition workers rather than shoppers.  There were no cars so 
he could’ve taken a nap in the middle of the road.  There are still hundreds of commercial buildings 
to come down, and 3000 home still to be demolished.  What he was asking the listeners to do was to 
really think about REALITY as bad things do happen.  If we are not getting ourselves ready for a big 
earthquake in our region, then we are playing Russian roulette. 
 
What will it mean for us when there is a big ‘quake in Wellington?  There are two constants which 
will mean we will be physically isolated.  Those two constants are the Centennial Highway and the 
road across the Rimutakas, both of which will become unusable, ensuring that the Wellington region 
becomes isolated.  Taking Christchurch’s figures we might get 10% help from emergency services, 
5% externally from other cities in NZ and 5% from outside of NZ.   
 
When you are told that 50 B-Trains come into Porirua each day just to keep one supermarket 
supplied, you realise that we may be able to get food for 3-4 days.  As to fuel, there may be enough 
to last for a week or two.  The water around Porirua may last 4 days or 4 weeks depending on the 
damage.  It comes from Te Marua so any substantial damage could take 90 days for it to be restored.  
The Club members were asked to think about the fact that we could survive without food, be we 
cannot survive without water.  Over a 15 day period, dealing with drinking, cooking, washing, and 
toilet requirements could take 1000 litres.  Trevor explained how he had installed a 1000 litre tank to 
catch rainwater and said it was something we should all think about doing too. He reminded us that 
all you have to do is BOIL water – and not worry what it looks like – or to add other ‘ingredients.’ 
 
Chemical toilets are not a choice we should even think about as it is the dealing with the waste that 
in itself becomes another problem.  There is no dumping of liquid waste at the tip. Lining the toilet 
with a plastic bag of appropriate size, can be part of solving the problem.  A metre deep hole by 400 
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mm wide, in the garden/lawn away from the house, can take the loo waste which can then be 
covered with soil. 
 
What Trevor spoke about was challenging but not without hope!  “There are reality checks in life, 
and getting through an earthquake is one of them.  Nothing is a problem if you have the attitude of 
‘look after me, the family, the neighbours,’ and we all do the same.”  Surveys say that 75% are ready 
for an emergency.  Out of 100,000 that means there would be 25,000 to look after . . .  
 
Trevor was reassuring about houses in Whitby saying they have been designed to help us survive.  
While there could be some damage, staying inside means we would be 99.9% safe.  Adhering to the 
publicised DROP, COVER, HOLD mantra, where the body mass is kept at the lowest level, is what 
needs to be focused on.  
 
There were questions from Club members about Tsunami risks.  There is a real threat to both the 
Porirua Harbour and the Pauatahanui Inlet.  There is a website at the Council you can go into, enter 
your address, and it will show the degree of risk according to where you live.  Trevor explained the 
three classes of Tsunami: (1) distance source such as Japan/Alaska/west coast of America, 11-13 
hours (2) the Solomon Islands, Vanu Atu , Pacific source, 1-3 hours or (3) local source Tsunami when 
there is no way to tell you.  Trevor preferred to call it a moving mass of water rather than a tidal 
wave, and if the source was based in NZ or close off-shore, then it may mean exercising our own 
judgement as to moving to higher ground.  If the shaking is long and slow and there is difficulty 
standing up, or, shaking that is strong enough to make standing up hard, then GO, LEAVE and make 
for higher ground.   It is a fine line between crying wolf and analysing the problem correctly, but if in 
doubt  take action. 
 
The theme that reoccurred throughout Trevor’s speech was that of, “It’s all about me, and my 
family.”  We were encouraged to keep this in mind as if we have everything in place, we will all get 
through whatever nature may put our way. 

 
Previous Guest Speaker . . . 

 
 In May of this year our guest speaker was Elizabeth Coluzzi from Mana Recovery. Under this 
umbrella there are a number of aspects which have drawn award-winning recognition for the not-for-
profit Mana Recovery Group.  The 2012 Green Gold category in the Wellington Gold awards was won 
by them, and last year they were the Supreme Award winners at the Wellington Airport awards. 
 They have a vision which is “Sustainability and Mental Well-Being”, and to achieve this, their 
business initiatives provide rehabilitation and vocational training opportunities for people with mental 
health needs, with a sustainability focus.  They have a three pronged approach using Trash Palace, a 
major contract for electronic  waste recycling, and they offer a great value lawn mowing and 
gardening service for the Porirua community.   
 One of our Club members is suggesting that we could show our support for some of our 
fellow citizens  facing special challenges in developing socially and gaining employment skills. 
Perhaps we could join together and engage the Vailima gardening group to help us in our own Whitby 
properties, the properties that we take such pride in.  See information on page 7. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
A Reminder from the Committee  . . . . . 
Please do not forget that the expected length of time for the Three Minute Speakers is . . .  3 minutes  
 
Kind regards 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor   
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Vailima 
Lawn Mowing and 

Gardening Services 
 

For A Free Quote 
Call 

237 5454 or 237 6213 
ext 5 


