
 Page 1 of 10 

 

  

                                                                                                               photo thanks to Graham Craig 
 

Next Meeting 1 July 2015 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

Apologies please to Annette Craig at annette@angnz.com 
 

Committee Members 

President  Don Quirk Ph:  234 7700 Guest Speakers  Graham Kelly   Ph: 234 8825 
Past-President  Diana Paris Ph:  234 7683 Newsletter  Julie McLagan Ph: 2379022 

Vice-President  Julie McLagan Ph:  237 9022 Club Duties  Ian Webster Ph: 4 902 4818 
Secretary   Annette Craig Ph:  234 7558 Member  Margaret Faulkner Ph: 235 7283 

Treasurer   Gaye McGill Ph:  238 9904 Member Derek McDonald Ph: 234 6033 

Caring/Welfare  Norma Withers    Ph:  238 4222 

June Meeting 
Diana Paris and Rob McLagan gave us a lovely warm welcome on a chilly wintry morning. 

 

 
 

And then came President Don’s joke! 

“A guy was in a bar about as drunk as it's possible to get.  

A group of guys notice his condition and decide to be good Samaritans  

and take him home.                                      

First, they stand him up to get to his wallet so they can  

find out where he lives, but he keeps falling down.  

He fell down eight more times on the way to the car, each  

time with a real thud.  After they get to his house,  

he falls down another four times getting him to the door.  

His wife comes to the door, and one guy says,  

"We brought your husband home."  

The wife asks, "Where's his wheelchair? ” 

 

mailto:annette@angnz.com
http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://lowres.jantoo.com/relationships-marriage-injury-wheelchair-dishes-washed_up-broken_bone-58831029_low.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jantoo.com/cartoons/keywords/wheelchair&h=449&w=400&tbnid=14EQys9arVWkRM:&zoom=1&docid=ZPTE0VdZlxlhZM&ei=z3-HVae5NMLLmwW014C4Dw&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygRMBE
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A New Member! 

Dawn Thorpe introduced Barbara Stephens and President Don welcomed her on our behalf.  Hello Barbara! 

                   

The Birthday Draw 

What a line-up of smiling winter babes! 

 

June Campbell-Tong ran away with the bottle!  Happy birthday, June! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Club Profile Speaker 

Angus Langbein, recently returned from the Gallipoli Centenary, shared some highlights of his once in a lifetime 
trip.  Photographs on the big screen took us on the journey with Angus and his son, Lachlan.   
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Gallipoli with an Assisted Mobility Pass 
“I’m going to cover not only Gallipoli but also aspects of Turkey 
which I saw during our Gallipoli-focussed tour. Turkey is about 
three times the size of New Zealand. The total population  
is about 80 million, 14 million of whom live in Istanbul. 
My interest in Gallipoli stemmed from my father’s WW1 
involvements. He enlisted as a gunner at the very start of WW1  
at the age of 19. He went first to occupy German West Samoa, 
then to Egypt and Gallipoli and then to the Western Front, 
returning home in 1919. He was gassed, but suffered no wounds. 
His only physical injury was to break a leg while playing rugby. 
As with many returnees, he never spoke about WW1. However,  
not long before he died, he gave one of his three WW1 Service 
Medals to each of his three grandchildren (my children). They  
were aged 6-10 at that time and not surprisingly, one of the 
medals became misplaced. You may have read in Kapi Mana News 
how that medal came back to my family from Perth.   

Late last year, before the return of the medal, the possibility of my attending the Gallipoli centenary was 
developing. My son, Lachlan, who lives in Sydney, had put his and my names in the ballot for places at the 
ceremonies. We had good credentials through my father (Lachlan’s grandfather) but in fact very few 
descendants were awarded places in the first two ballots. Instead the Prime Minister announced that the great 
majority would be open to all New Zealanders. Then, in October, Lachlan won a place in the third ballot. Would 
I come with him as his ‘entitled other person’? Of course, yes! 
Lachlan had learned that the House of Travel was running a tour focussed on Gallipoli and would I book for the 
two of us through House of Travel, Johnsonville – within the next day - if we were to be eligible to be included 
in the New Zealand quota at the Anzac Ceremonies? Because of site constraints, this was limited to 2,000 from 
NZ, 8,000 from Australia plus 500 VIPS – 10,500 in all. 
So, quite suddenly, it was all happening. Accepted in the ballot, booked on an 11-day tour to Turkey – Istanbul 
briefly, then several days in the Gallipoli vicinity, visiting numerous battle sites and cemeteries, then the Anzac 
Day commemorative services with Lachlan and me wearing my father’s WW1 and WW2 medals. Also, two side 
trips to the ruins of Troy (a flourishing city 3,500 years ago) and to Assos (where Aristotle had an academy 
2,300 years ago). 
In March we received official acceptance within the New Zealand quota and a 24-page booklet giving very 
detailed instructions on the Anzac Day commemorations. And, quite essential for me, an Assisted Mobility Pass. 
Without the Pass I could not have managed the demanding nature of parts of the commemorations – notably 
walking 6km on an uneven track including a 300m ascent. Fit people had to walk whereas the aged and infirm 
(like me) had Mobility Passes which entitled us to climb that track by bus. Lachlan got a pass too to enable him 
to look after me. There were five of us over 80.   
So we flew to Istanbul, arriving early in the morning of Sunday 19 April. We were among the early arrivals with 
the tour proper starting on Monday morning. So we had all of Sunday to do our own thing around Istanbul, 
visiting sites not included in the tour.  We focussed on two features in Istanbul, the Hajia Sofia Church and the 
Cistern. Both are major attractions for tourists and locals with lengthy queues for admission. Both were 
built about 500-600 AD and are hugely impressive. The Hajia Sofia Dome provided the largest enclosed space in 
the world until the 1500’s. Many of its interior mosaics remain in good condition and their artistry is superb. The 
Hajia Sofia was the headquarters of the Orthodox Church until Constantinople was captured by the Ottomans 
in 1453 when it was converted to a mosque. In 1934 Kemal Ataturk (the founder of modern Turkey) established 
it in its present secular role as a museum.  
The Cistern stored 80,000 m³ of water for central Constantinople. It was roofed over with supporting columns, 
9m tall and had an area of 1½ football fields. Water came to the Cistern from streams up to 18km away, partly 
by aqueducts, one of which still remains today, intact but unused.   
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There were 103 tour members – that’s three full buses. We had with us three New Zealand academic historians 
and two local Turkish guides. Between them all we had almost continuous commentary on the buses and on the 
tour sites and some evenings too. The first two nights were at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Istanbul, the day 
between touring in Istanbul. Then to the Gallipoli area by bus, staying four nights at Assos. Then a last night 
back at the Grand Hyatt, Istanbul.  All exceptionally well organised.  Because of the size of the tour party and 
there being only smallish towns in the Gallipoli area, the closest accommodation to Gallipoli was at Assos, 2 
hours away from Gallipoli – by bus ferry across the Dardanelles, then 1½ hours to Assos. This meant 4 hours 
per day to get to and from Gallipoli from Assos. Hence, 6am breakfast, 7am start, back to Assos between 8-
10pm at night. Long days! 
 

                     

On the Monday, the tour started in earnest. The group spent the day sightseeing around Istanbul. Tuesday 
morning we left for Gallipoli where we did our first battlefield visit. We finished the day at Assos where we were 
to spend 4 nights.  Over the time before Anzac Day we spent 3 days learning about the Gallipoli area, including 
visit to 6 battlefield sites, 3 major memorials and more than 30 cemeteries.  Leading up to the Dawn Ceremony 
we spent the night in the open.  There was appropriate big screen entertainment and no-one got much sleep. 

                     
 
The last attendees didn’t arrive until after midnight, by which time those on the grass became increasingly 
congested. We, with the Disability Passes, were on tiered seating but even that got pretty hard by the end of 
the night. After the Dawn Ceremony the Australians moved to the Lone Pine Cemetery for their commemoration 
services and the Kiwis moved further on to Chunuk Bair for ours. As well as the expected VIPS at Chunuk Bair 
(Prince Charles, Prince Harry, John Key, etc.) there was an old (my age) Turkish guy. The previous day we had 
met him in a café in one of the small Gallipoli towns where we learned that his father had been the last 
remaining one of the Turkish defending troops and he was (I think) the last of the following generation. In the 
café, he was quite a character, but I don’t know what gained him his place with the New Zealand VIPs. 

                         

After the services, 400 buses moved people from the sites, some waiting for up to 4 hours. Eventually we got 
back to Assos for the fairly early start – this time to travel back to Istanbul with a visit to a winery and lunch  
en route. 
The tour finished after breakfast the next morning with tour members being delivered to the airport or other 
onward transport.  Lachlan’s and my flight was not until midnight so we again had all day in Istanbul. 
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We visited two further mosques (shoes off respectfully at the door).  One was the Blue Mosque. It is 
comparable in size to the Hajia Sofia but built about 1,100 years later.  The other mosque was relatively small, 
very tiled and built in the 1500s. There were books at the entrance for anyone wishing to extend their 
knowledge of Islam.  Several times during the day there were calls to prayer from the mosque minarets. These 
days the muezzins have it easy with electrically amplified speakers. 

                   

The Grand Bazaar dates from up to 650 years ago. It is all roofed and has 22 entrances and 3,600 shops – very 
easy to get lost.  The spice market is relatively small and frequented mostly by locals. Very densely packed with 
customers.  An open-topped bus offers frequent 2-hour trips round Istanbul with an 8 language commentary. 
Very good.  Modern parts of the city are spacious and clean with lots of tulips in the many parks and gardens.  
Traffic is very dense and moves quickly, taking opportunities which we wouldn’t dream of here. We didn’t see 
any accidents. 
   

                  
 
In Istanbul, major buildings over 500 years old are not uncommon, giving a sense of age which we don’t find in 
New Zealand. 
 
To finally sum up on the Gallipoli theatre of war ...   
There was first a failed allied naval attempt to break through to the Black Sea. This was followed up by landing 
ground forces. The NZ / Australian troops were, by error, landed at what came to be known as Anzac Cove. The 
terrain there was very comparable to the coast road between Pukerua Bay and Paekakariki, steep and high, 
ascending to over 900 feet above sea level and covered in dense 10-foot high scrub. 
Blame for the error is still debated. A mile or so either side from this ridiculous site were easy beaches with low, 
undulating country inland, much of it farmed as you can see from these photos.  

                   

The British Empire and allies deployed 470,000 men during the 8.5 month campaign. 
Of New Zealand’s 8,700 troops, 2,700 died and a further 4,750 were wounded. The Aussies had 50,000-60,000 
deployed of whom 8,700 died plus 19,000 wounded. 
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The Turks had 500,000 involved and lost 70,000-90,000 dead. And yet Turks today have a genuinely friendly 
regard for the Kiwis who, in 1915, were among those who tried to invade their homeland. 

This is an example of typical trenches. Many were so shallow that 
you had to stoop to keep your head below the line of fire. Also the 
two sides were often very close to one another. Pugsley’s book 
reports an encounter between the two sides who, by night, had 
entered the same trench from opposite ends, and fought in the dark 
with bayonets. In this, or some similar instance, bodies were left 
lying 4 deep in the bottom of the trench. 

If you want to read about it, the definitive book on the New Zealand 
involvement is Christopher Pugsley’s ‘Gallipoli’. I read it before the 
trip. It is a compilation of reports, plus letters from participants, 

with continuity text by Pugsley.  Before going to Gallipoli I had thought of it as pretty bad. But after seeing for 
myself the trenches, the terrain and the cemeteries and reading Pugsley’s book, it became to me awful beyond 
belief. No wonder my father, in common with many Gallipoli returnees, never talked about it. 
But I’m helluva pleased to have now been there and seen it for myself.” 
Thank you for sharing, Angus.  What a wonderful experience that turned out to be! 

 
Club Profile Speakers   July - Peter Lillico  August – Gwyn Akeroyd 

 
Guest Speaker 

Most of us are familiar with the voice of Newstalk ZB sports broadcaster, Jason Pine.  What a pleasure it was to 
welcome him to our meeting and to listen to him talk to us, sharing his passion, vitality and humour.  Jason has 

been involved in the radio industry for 23 years.  He is currently the Operations Manager for Newstalk ZB and 

Radio Sport in Wellington, as well as breakfast sports-reader on Newstalk ZB.  He has been the host of the top-
rating "All Sports Breakfast" show on Saturday mornings on Newstalk ZB for 16 years.  Jason’s great sporting 

love is soccer.  He is The Radio Network’s football commentator for all Phoenix home games and New Zealand 
internationals.  

“I absolutely love my job.  It gives me the chance to combine two of my biggest interests – sport and radio – 
and get paid for it too ...   It never seems like working when I am in that studio, behind the mike.”   
Jason is married to Bex.  They live in Aotea and have two children, Emma (11) and Jonny (7). 

  

 
 

July will bring us Dale Williamson "New Zealand Coast Watchers in World War 11". 

 

August  Pat Martin " Fresh Water and Sanitation Development Projects in Timor Leste.  The experiences of  
a VSA volunteer." 

*********************************** 

 

Mid-Winter Lunch We shall be celebrating on Wednesday 8 July, Mana Cruising Club, Ngatitoa Domain 
from 11.30am.  Lunch will be served at 12.30pm.  Delightful musician, Phil Hope, will play for us between 

11.45am and 12.45 pm. 

Cost $30 per person (same as 2014 Christmas lunch) payable on or before our next monthly meeting on 
Wednesday 1 July  
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First payment Preference   Use ‘Electronic Funds Transfer’ (from your bank account to the Probus bank account 
and in the Particulars column, please state your name and in the Reference column, please put   

lunch.  ASB Bank Account details:  12 3254 0089053 00.  

NOTE:  If you pay by ‘Electronic Funds Transfer’, then please send an e-mail to our Treasurer, Gaye McGill  

gayemcgill@gmail.com to advise her that you have paid by this system, as the Club’s Bank Account is not 

accessible online.     

Second Payment Preference  Cheque made out to The Probus Club of Whitby 

Third Preference  Cash in an envelope with your name and address and give it to Gaye McGill, Treasurer, at the 
July Club Meeting.   

******************************************** 

An elderly man was eating in a truck stop when three members of a 

motorcycle gang walked in. 

The first walked up to the old man, pushed his cigarette into the old man's 

pie and then took a seat at the counter. The second walked up to the old 

man, spilt his milk into his lap and then he took a seat at the counter. The 

third walked up to the old man, turned over his entire plate and then he took 

a seat at the counter. 

Without a word of protest, the old man quietly left the diner. Shortly 

thereafter, one of the bikers said to the waitress, "Humph, not much of a 

man, was he?" 

The waitress replied, "Not much of a driver either. He just backed his truck 

over three motorcycles". 

                                                      ***************************** 

Activity Reports 

Mah Jong 

“We had another successful month at Mah Jong.  It is great that Barb is back with us again. If you would like to 

join you would be welcome.  Next Mah Jong days at the Plimmerton Croquet Club rooms will be on 6 and 20 

July at 1.00pm.”  More info contact Barb Nichols  nichols@xtra.co.nz  Ph 234 8415                        

500 Cards 

“Just in the door from our trip and there were 10 folk ready to enjoy 500.  Especially cosy fun on a wintry day!   

Never too old to learn!   Next meeting will be 15 July, 10.00am, at our place.  The more the merrier!  Just let 

me know if you are coming and I shall set up more tables!”   Allan Nichols  nichols@xtra.co.nz  Ph 234 8415 

Genealogy 

“The Genealogy Group met for its regular meeting at Julie and Rob McLagan`s home on 2nd June.  

Dianne Fraser, an expert genealogist, attended.  Dianne explained the various genealogy sites available  

to both obtain information on our ancestors as well as to record the information in a systematic way.  

We all appreciated Roy Bowman`s skill with the computer in finding information on specific ancestors.  

 

             
 

The next meeting will be held at the Porirua Library at 1.30pm on Tuesday 7th July.  

The main focus of this meeting will be to learn more about the many resources which the Library has to help us 

make more exciting, satisfying discoveries about our ancestors. 

mailto:gayemcgill@gmail.com
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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If you are not already a member and wish to attend, please e-mail or telephone Lenora Jones (235 5252) 

lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz  or Rob McLagan (2379 022) robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz.  If you are unable to be with 

us please send an apology. Thanks to those who have already been in touch.” 

Thank you Rob McLagan for this report. … 

Dine –Out 
“This time the preferred mode of travel was our "freebie" train then the short walk to the Thistle Inn.  Weather 
again was damp but not the spirit of the 30 members who braved the elements.  We had a separate dining 
room with two long tables, and the conversations up and down the two tables was so animated that it was 
difficult to hear each other across the table.  But then the food arrived and the level of conversation noticeably 
dropped.  With good food and good wine, none of us left feeling hungry.  Back to the station for the trip home. 

Thistle Inn have been in contact with us since and reported that they enjoyed having us and invited us back.  
Maybe next year …  
Next  month will be the midwinter meal at the Mana Cruising Club on Wednesday 8 July from 11.30am.” 
Colin and Bev 234 1090  colin@cebus.co.nz or bev@cebus.co.nz 

 

Cinema 

“Much chatter and laughter greets latecomers to the movies each month. We all enjoy our social coffee before 

the movie.  “Spy” promised more in the shorts than it delivered in the full length movie.  There were some 

funny parts but some of us were put off by the gratuitous swearing and inane plot.   We are looking forward to 

next month’s offering – and of course to the enjoyable social occasion it offers.  Lunch was great.  Thanks to 

Barb for your on-going work organising the movie, and to Natalie at The Lighthouse, for getting the food just 

right! Everything looked delicious and from the reports afterwards, tasted so too.   

Details of next month’s movie and date at the Club meeting next week.” This report filed by the editor.  For 

further details please contact Barb on 2348415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

 

Walking 

“This month the walking group achieved two new 

records.  The first was a new attendance high of 

14 people and the second new height was 

achieved by the seven venturesome individuals 

who scaled Spinnaker hill.  The attached photo of 

the happy group was taken from the lookout on 

Spinnaker Hill.”  This report filed by Colin 

Edwards while President/Convener Don is cruising 

in the Pacific. 

 
 

 
 

mailto:lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz
mailto:robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
mailto:colin@cebus.co.nz
mailto:bev@cebus.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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Photography 

“Six members went on this month’s Photography Group outing on a very 

cool but calm morning.  We met at Browns Bay in Whitby and five of us 

then went on to Bothamley Park, a lovely walk through a valley between 

Porirua East and The Aotea Block but out of sight of both.  There was a 

nice little creek with a miniature waterfall and a water-ladder down 

which the actual Cannons Creek flowed.  We had an interesting 

morning.  Next month’s visit will be on the last Wednesday of the month 

as usual.  Venue tba.”  Graham Craig  Phone 2347558 

 

G                                                              

 Outing 

“Despite miserable weather a large group of us took a tour of Sir Peter Jackson’s Great War Exhibition in the 

Dominion Museum Building, and then enjoyed lunch together in the on-site café.  Some continued with the 

Gallipoli and other exhibitions. We were able to enjoy the fruits of Sir Peter’s creative genius first hand.  This 

$10 million project, created to mark the centenary of the Gallipoli landings is extraordinary, even down to the 

weeds pushing through the edges of the cobbled paths in a peaceful French village around 1914.  The sounds 

of men merrily marching off to war are present at the start but are soon replaced by the rolling thunder of 

tanks, gunfire and shelling.   

As we walked through the exhibition we were shown 

the experiences of conscription and shipping out for 

war, before being immersed in recreations of battle 

scenes, including life-sizes tanks and weapons.  Many 

of the artillery pieces and uniforms sprinkled 

throughout the exhibition are from Jackson's personal 

collection, while other pieces were donated from war 

museums in France and Belgium.  

 

It is wonderful, horrific, chastening, extremely sad. 

Many of us shall go again to read the scripts more fully 

and look more deeply into the amazing photographs.  

We are looking forward to the Trench exhibition which 

will open later in the year.  Just the promised smells of 

which Sir Peter is wickedly proud will make it both 

riveting and repulsive. Those smells will include dead 

bodies, rats, cooking, gun oil, and latrines.”   
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July Outing – Celebrating Porirua – 50 years a city! 

Margaret Faulkner reports, “Pataka is happy for us to visit on Thursday 16 July at 10.30 a.m. Alice Masters will 

speak to the group and highlight some of the special areas in Porirua's 50 years as a City and then let us spend 

whatever time members need to view the exhibition. We will all meet at the main desk at Pataka.”   

Thank you Margaret for organising this …                         

*************************************** 

Duty Roster for July Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.   

Room Set Up   John Antliff, Gaye McGill, Angus Langbein, Richard Lockwood. Please meet for an 8.45am start. 

Meeters and Greeters   At 9.05am, the first two names on this list move to the front door to welcome people, 
mark the attendance roll check for apologies, take details for the birthday draw. 

Morning Tea   Aileen Craig and Margaret Alexander (to assist the two co-ordinators at morning tea time only). 
 

Club Profile Speaker   Peter Lillico 

Guest Speaker    Dale Williamson 

Introduced by     Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker    Sue Couch 

Dates for our Diaries 

01 July    Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am  
06 July    Mah Jong Croquet Club 1.00pm 

07 July    Genealogy Group Porirua Library 1.30pm 
07 July    Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 

08 July    Dine-Out Mid Winter Lunch  Mana Cruising Club from 11.30am 

16 July    Outing Pataka Reception Desk 10.30am 
15 July    500 Club  Nichols’ home 7 Portage Place 10.00am 

20 July    Mah Jong Croquet Club 1.00pm   
27 July    Cinema  Movie tbc  Lighthouse Pauatahanui  10.00am 

29 July    Photography Group  Venue tba                  
05 August  Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms  

***************************************************************

 

The End? 

 

Editor  Julie McLagan  phone 2379022   

           jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz 

mailto:jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz

