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Next Meeting 6 July 2016 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

Apologies please to Annette Craig (annette@angnz.com) 
 

Committee Members 

President  Julie McLagan Ph  237 9022 Guest Speakers  Graham Kelly   Ph 234 8825 
Past-President  Don Quirk Ph  234 7700 Profile Speakers  Sue Gore            Ph 234 6367 

Vice-President  Derek McDonald Ph  234 6033 Newsletter  Julie McLagan Ph 237 9022                               
Secretary   Annette Craig Ph  234 7558 Club Duties  Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 

Treasurer   Gaye McGill Ph  238 9904 Outings Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 

Caring/Welfare  Norma Withers    Ph  238 4222              Member June Campbell-Tong Ph 2347918              

 
A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

 

June Meeting             

June Campbell-Tong and Judy Forbes welcomed us with warm smiles on a chilly morning. 

 

 
 

Then there was that story … 

As a young boy, Joe was completely obsessed with tractors. He had pictures of tractors all over his bedroom 

walls. He had tractor toys, tractor T-shirts, a tractor carpet, and duvet cover, the whole works. He ate, drank 

and slept tractors. On his 17th birthday he was thrilled to get an invitation to go to a tractor factory nearby and 

test-drive a brand new tractor.  His excitement was incredible as he told his family and friends. The great day 

came and he went to the factory for the test drive. 

http://probus.angnz.com/
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Unfortunately something went terribly wrong with the tractor 

when Joe was driving it and it flipped over, trapping and 

breaking Joe’s leg and fracturing his skull. 

He was so upset and tried to sue the tractor company for 

negligence. But the company would have none of it and told 

him there was no liability and he could get lost! 

You can imagine he was very annoyed with tractors after this 

and vowed to remove them from his life completely and 

forever. All the posters came down, the toys were given away – 

tractors were GONE. 

Many years later, Joe went into a bar for a drink. Inside, the cigarette and cigar smoke was terrible but through 

it he saw a beautiful girl seated at the bar on her own. Tears were streaming down her face.  Joe asked her 

what was wrong and she said that the smoke was making her eyes sting and stream with tears. With that, Joe 

looked around and took a huge breath, sucking in all the smoke. He then walked outside into the car park and 

blew all the smoke out again. He went back into the bar where the air was now clear and sweet and sat down 

next to the girl. 

“That was amazing!” she said “How did you do that?”  

“No problem,” said Joe.  “I’m an ex-tractor fan.” 

 

Induction of  New Members 

We welcomed Kathy Wall, introduced by Don Quirk.  Gretchen Moore introduced Barry and Ann Hay-Chapman.  

We all look forward to getting to know you. 

 

                 
 

Quiz Afternoon 2.00pm - 4.00pm Thursday 28 July 2016 - Whitby Bowling Club 

What fun we have had in the past at quiz afternoons!  Laughter as well as a serious 

rattling of the brain matter!  And … here comes another ...   

We just roll up, line up, number off and the teams are sorted!   

Rob McLagan is organising it all with our charming, incomparable quiz masters, 

Anne and Graham Miller. 

They are preparing for us another list of questions, curly, topical, historical and 

clever.  We recover over the cup of tea or coffee to follow.  $4 to cover hall 

hireage, prizes and cuppa.  Come join us! 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/cartoon-quiz-sign-speech-bubble-52967947.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-illustration-cartoon-quiz-sign-speech-bubble-image52967947&docid=jl70t_u5PNq8iM&tbnid=J-4UjRU4VYty0M:&w=1300&h=1390&bih=651&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwj9o4WsxMnNAhWDFZQKHZomClUQMwhvKEwwTA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Virtuoso Strings Fund Raising Concert  - 7.00pm 2 July Porirua College Hall 

Have you bought your tickets yet,  organised to car pool? 
We loved Liz Sneyd and Craig Utting when they came to talk of their work enabling children 
from low decile schools in Porirua to play a stringed instrument. Now we have a chance to see 

and hear their orchestra in action and to help their dream at the same time!  We are all 
invited to buy tickets for a fundraising concert to assist in purchasing violins and violas for 

their ever expanding super-keen group of talented young musicians. Parking is available on 

the school grounds.  Tickets ($15) are available from Whitby Pharmacy, Lighthouse Cinema 
Pauatahanui and Tommy’s Real Estate Office, Mana.   
 

The Birthday Draw 

 

Congratulations Sue Couch and Peter Turner. 

                                     

Count your life by smiles not tears 

  Count your age by friends not years 

Club Profile Speaker 
Lindsay McIsaac took us back to days and events now almost 

forgotten when he detailed the first decade of his life story …  
“When Vivienne and I moved to Aotea 6 years ago I didn't realise it was 
almost completing a circle for me.  
I was born at 48 Steyne Ave. Plimmerton.  The house is still there - the 
little grey one, right on the street.  Dad had just joined the Railways as 
they provided a house. I was actually born at the Otaki Cottage Hospital 
as it was called, the Doctor saying, “It's now quicker to get to Otaki 
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instead of Wellington.” Centennial Highway had been opened a couple  
of years previously.  In 1942 Dad was transferred to Woodside the northern end of the Wellington-Wairarapa 
line.  The line went through Woodside to avoid frequent flooding in Greytown. 
My first memories stem from this time - Dad standing on the sofa checking the blackout blinds as the Japanese 
POW camp at Featherston was nearby. I also remember “helping” Mum pick gooseberries. I found a bee caught 
in a spider's web and like any 3 year old I wanted to know what it was. Two more important lessons, bees sting 
and blue bags are used to ease the pain.         

While we were there Mum's father, who was the 
Government MP  for Wairarapa, was instrumental in 
getting  electricity extended at Woodside, even then it 
appears that it wasn't “what” you know but “who”. My 2 
sisters arrived in 1942 and 1944 before we moved to Kai 
Iwi, just north of Wanganui, where I started school. I 
always thought the school was up the top of a big hill but 
whenever I've been back through the area I have trouble 
finding that hill. Other memories from my time at Kai Iwi 
School are pot belly heaters, hot cocoa in an enamel 
mug and using a slate.  I remember the pencils were 
covered in red/green paper.  They were triangular which 
I guess was to stop them rolling off the desk and 
breaking.  Post war they were probably fairly expensive. 

Little Lindsay -  left front row 
 
At Kai Iwi my brother was born in 1945, then another sister in 1947 – on the railway line. When Mum was in 
the hospital the ladies were saying,  Did you hear about the lady who had her baby on the railway line?”  
“That was me” she said. It has always been a problem deciding whether Jan was born on the “wrong side of 
the tracks or not” While writing our family history for a reunion in 1992 to celebrate 150yrs of McIsaacs in NZ 
(most of it due to Vivienne's genealogical efforts) we mentioned it.  Jan had mixed feelings about that.  
 At Kai Iwi I had my own first trip to hospital, diphtheria, very contagious, and in a ward all by myself.  On the 
day I was due to go home I was wheeled off to another ward, this time with one other patient – a mump this 
time, just one but also contagious, another couple of weeks or so, this of course meant I had to leave behind all 
my toys which had been brought in due to them being contaminated. 
November 1947 we moved to Te Horo, just south of Otaki, to the area where the Red House Cafe was until 
recently. Between SH1 and the railway line was a  Railway station, a post office and plunket rooms, six railway 
houses – two of which were from the Wellington and Manawatu Railway company days when the line was 
opened in 1886.  All gone now. Te Horo was a much bigger school, three rooms instead of two. After a two or 
three weeks the end of term arrived and I was told,  “When you come back, you'll be in Standard One.”  When 
we arrived back the next year everyone lined up as before, I stood off to one side – I'm going up to standard 
one!  Nobody told me the whole class went up. While at Te Horo we had a period of correspondence schooling, 
because of a country wide polio epidemic.  
Coming home from school we caught crawlies in the stream alongside the school road and cooked them in a tin 
on the local blacksmith's, Bill Larsen’s forge, just opposite St. Margaret's Church - about where the entrance to 
Ruth Pretty's place is now. Bird nesting was also a fairly common pastime.  One time I was getting a bit short of 
places to carry my collection.  Aha – my mouth!  All was fine until I slipped and banged my cheek!    
About 1950-51, the first of the “Ten Pound Poms” started arriving in Te Horo.  They were posh, shoes and socks 
all year round and underpants too. This was also where I saw my first aeroplane close up, a yellow Tiger Moth 
doing topdressing.   Thinking back it must have been one of the very early ones.  It was loaded and took off 
right across the road from the school.  I also had my very first plane trip, to see Dad's mother who lived in 
Seddon. It was in a Lockheed Electra L10, the same model that Amelia Earheart had disappeared in 10 years  
previously.  I looked at the clouds and told the pilot we weren't going very fast.  He said “Nearly 200mph.” 
On one of those trips the weather deteriorated and a big plane came up from Christchurch. Wow, a DC3, I 
remember thinking it was very steep climbing up the aisle. It was an electra that a cousin of dad's Max Hare, 
crashed on Ruapehu in 1948, resulting in 13 deaths. There was another crash, a Lodestar, slightly bigger, 15 
seats instead of 10 but basically the same aircraft, that crashed in the Tararuas in 1948.  Six of us kids packed 
our lunches and set off on our bicycles halfway to Waikanae and headed for the hills, we never found it but 
thought we did see something shiny in the distance.  We’'ll never know.  
Most of the trips down South were on the Tamahine, that's the one which had a permanent lean, they had 
increased ballast for Cook Strait conditions but the wind got up before the cement set.  Around 1951 Dad 
bought his first car, a 1934 Rover 10.  A few of the locals were standing around with the bonnet up, just like 
they do today. I was warned about the fan belt, but nothing was said about the spark plugs – I soon found out, 
maybe that's where my interest in electricity started.  
There used to be – when they were fashionable – a few travelling circuses which used to come to Otaki.  They 
had all sorts of animals, lions, monkeys and a very big grey one with big ears and a trunk, and VERY big and 
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HEAVY feet.  I wonder what ACC would have said?  
“WHAT stood on you?”  
But I was told, “It'll get better so just get on with it!”  Today I have to get my shoes especially made.” 
Thank you Lindsay!  We enjoyed your touches of dry, gentle humour too … 

 

July            -  Chris Garrett 

August        - Brian Greaves 

September - Will it be you?  Please volunteer or say “yes” when Sue taps you gently on the shoulder … 

Guest Speaker for June – Dame Beverley Wakem 

 

Dame Beverley proved to be an interesting, informative speaker.  

Her extensive experience in the public and private sectors 

equipped her well for the role of Chief Ombudsman from which 

she has recently retired.  She showed tremendous passion for her 

job. We were impressed by the social role she adopted and her 

commitment to making a difference.  For example she was 

concerned to ensure newly released prisoners had as much 

opportunity as possible to lead a full, better life.   

For Dame Beverley the role of Chief Ombudsman was more than 

just adjudicating. 

 

Guest Speaker for July 

We shall be privileged to host and listen to Sir Anand Satyanand, 

former lawyer, judge and ombudsman.  

He was the 19th Governor-General of New Zealand.   

The title of his speech to us in July will be, " What Relevance Can 

the Commonwealth be for New Zealand in its Second 50 Years?" 

 

 

Club Activities 

Mah Jong 

“We had 14 people play Mah Jong on 20th June and everyone seemed to enjoy it after a long break since the 

end of May.  One table managed to win all the hands I challenged them to and won the chocolates!! 

Next month we will be meeting on the 4th and 18th July at 1.30 pm at the croquet club in Plimmerton and of 

course staying for a cuppa afterwards.  Barb Nicholls Phone 2348415 

Cinema 

“The movie ‘Me Before You’ was enjoyed by 23 of us this morning although at times a little tearfully!  

It was great that four people from our waiting list joined us and it certainly is a great way for them to get to 

know Whitby Probus Club members during what could be a long time on the waiting list.  The film is based on 

bestselling author, Jojo Moyes’ book of the same name.  A reviewer with the New York Times praised the work, 

writing, "When I finished this novel, I didn’t want to review it; I wanted to reread it.”  

Our next movie date will be 25th July.  Movie tba.  As always the movie will be screened at 10.30am but coffee 

and chat from 10.00am. All members and waiting list people are welcome.”  Barb Nicholls Phone 2348415 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwnYnL1MnNAhUBnpQKHRgFBt0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/139941/grandeur-beauty-siranand&psig=AFQjCNGn9GdimMhWwMVcmJE9vkOJ3v7NKA&ust=1467166853996164
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500 Cards 

“The Group was smaller this month as many players were overseas but 

nevertheless we enjoyed the game.  There was a fair amount of noise and 

laughter.  

Next month PLEASE NOTE THE DATE WILL CHANGE  - WE WILL PLAY ON 

THE 4TH WEDNESDAY  - 27th July at 7 Portage Place, Whitby at 10.00am.”    

Allan Nicholls   Phone 2348415 

Dine Out 

“The Roundabout Pub in Tawa was our meeting place this month and we 

welcomed our new Probus members Ann and Barry joining the 21 regulars.  Again this month we were missing 

those who are away on holiday. Arrangements are well under way for Wednesday 13 July when your host will 

be John Antliff as we are heading off to spend July in warmer climes.  Please note carefully that the 

arrangements have changed from that announced at the June monthly meeting.  The venue will be The 

Sandbar at Mana.  John will have the board and a copy of the menu available at the next Probus meeting on 6 

July.” Colin and Bev 04 234 1090 

Book Lovers 

“Bleak wet weather did not deter us when we met in June.  New books, new authors to follow, interesting 

writing styles to discuss.  We love the chance to share and enjoy. 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 14 July 10.15am at the home of Rae Denize, 4 Tombane Terrace, 

Papakowhai. You are welcome to join us too.  Happy to car pool.”  Phone Julie on 2379022 

Walking 

“We have had good numbers at walking group this month.  Last week we had 15 even in Don's absence.  

The weather has been good to us especially between 9am and 10am, so we have managed to get a full hour of 

walking in. Last week the faster group went down the walkway behind the College. We then went up the zig 

zag to the Yardarm, despite the slippery track from the Autumn leaves.   

We stopped at the Quarterdeck lookout, before going back via the bottom of Spinnaker Drive and Hicks Close 

and back down Discovery Drive and around the lake. The other group managed 3 or 4 circuits of the bottom 

lake which is a big improvement on some previous weeks. Coffee and chit-chat was enjoyed by all from 

10.00am. Anyone of any ability is welcome to join us on Tuesdays at 9.00am on the corner by the Professionals 

down from the Co-Op.”  Thank you Diana Paris for filing this report. 

 

Colin and Bev sent this photo of a very special visit by some of the walking group to one of our much loved 

members, Bruce Carson, who is now a resident at Shona McFarlane Retirement Village in Lower Hutt. 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjj0_2d3snNAhXGmJQKHbo4C_0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/p/playing_cards.asp&psig=AFQjCNFGFSStNqcl8sagyOHSxCUMVPbOFw&ust=1467169416581568


 Page 7 of 8 

 

Genealogy 

“We met at The Porirua Library where the volunteer library genealogist conducted a question/answer session on 

the genealogy resources offered by the library.  Interesting discussions ensued.  We meet again 1.30pm 

Tuesday 5 July at the Porirua Library.  New members welcome.”  Lenora Jones lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz 

 

Outingss 

On 16 June we travelled by luxury coach to Rimutaka Prison for a 3 course roasted pork meal with all the 

trimmings plus a bus tour of the prison itself.   Several members have commented that this is one of the best 

outings they have been on.  It certainly was an eye-opener.  How reassuring to see the impenetrable 

surrounding wire mesh and electrified razor wire boundary fences!  But even more comforting to learn that 

there is a comprehensive programme to educate prisoners to equip them for a successful re-entry to society 

when their time is served.  The 1300 inmates, whose crimes range from relatively minor to high end are given 

every chance to change their ways and stay free when released, contributing to society in a positive way.  We 

were reassured that conditions in the prison itself are warm, the food is carefully designed to keep them 

healthy, and their physical needs are catered for.   

Thank you to Graham Kelly for this piece … 

This morning I was sitting on a bench next to a homeless man. I asked him how he ended up this way.  

"Up until last week,” he replied, “I still had it all! A cook, my clothes were washed and pressed,  

I had a roof over my head, TV, internet.  I went to the gym, the pool, the library.  I could still go to school.” 

I asked him, "What happened?  Drugs?  Alcohol?  Divorce?” 

“Oh no, nothing like that" he said.  "I’ve just got out of prison." 

July Outing  21 July 11.30am  Wellington Museum (formerly the Museum of Wellington City & Sea)  3 Jervois 

Quay Wellington. Wellington Museum is housed in the Bond Store, an 1892 heritage building designed by 

leading architect Frederick de Jersey Clere. Set over four floors, the Museum shares some of the fascinating 

stories of the Wellington region.  Our guided tour starts at 11.30am and will last 45 minutes.  There are lifts 

between the floors and two wheelchairs available.  The tour costs $10pp and we are welcome to stay longer if 

we wish to see more.  jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz  or  faulknerm@xtra.co.nz 

 

Photography            

 

 

 

 

            

      

mailto:lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz
mailto:jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
mailto:faulknerm@xtra.co.nz
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“The Photography Group met this month at Browns Bay on a lovely fine morning in the hope that the reflections 

on the Inlet would be worth photographing.  Unfortunately there was a slight ripple on the surface and to make 

matters worse the tide was out, so we moved around to the Wildlife reserve at Pauatahanui.  The weather was 

great but I am always amazed at how few birds can be found in the reserve itself.  We did find 1 swan and 2 

ducks and many other interesting objects to play with as well.  Next meeting July 11 at 9.30am.  Venue tba 

Graham Craig graham@angnz.co.nz  

   

Duty Roster for July Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  

Room Set Up   David Dunnett, Marcia Dunnett, Peter Cox. Please meet for 8.45am start. 

Please note:  The tables are heavy.  Please do not try to lift them on your own. 

Meeters and Greeters   At 9.05am, the first two names on this list move to the front door to 

welcome people, mark the attendance roll, check for apologies, sort the counters for the 

birthday draw. 

Morning Tea       Anne Watts, Jeanette Menzies (to assist the two co-ordinators at morning 

tea time only). 

Guest Speaker    Sir Anand Satyanand 

Introduced by     Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker    Jim Dearsly 

 

Dates for our Diaries 

 

02 July     Virtuoso Strings  Porirua College Assembly Hall 7.00pm 

04  July    Mah Jong   Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

05 July     Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am  

05 July     Genealogy 1.30pm Porirua Public Library 

06 July     Probus Meeting  9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 

11 July     Photography  9.30am  Venue tbc 

13 July     Dine-Out  The Sandbar Mana  12.15pm 

14 July     Book Lovers  4 Tombane Terrace Papakowhai 10.15am 

18 July     Mah Jong   Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

21 July     Outing to Wellington Museum  3 Jervois Quay 11.30am 

25 July     Cinema  Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am 

27  July    500  7 The Portage, Whitby 10.00am 

28  July    Quiz  Whitby Bowling Club 2.00pm - 4.00pm 

03 August Probus Meeting  9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms  

 

                                                                         
  

                          

 

  

 

https://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=https://www.geneticliteracyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Cartoon-Figure-monster-back-pain.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.geneticliteracyproject.org/2016/04/15/what-the-pain-its-all-in-your-head-but-your-emotions-can-control-it/&docid=MhB70WN4TYlmMM&tbnid=setyaY7CCsBGgM:&w=491&h=480&bih=622&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwjc_6n1oeTMAhWl56YKHdUgAksQMwhIKCYwJg&iact=mrc&uact=8

