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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Len Currie 
Secretary:  Barb Nichols 
 

Committee: 
Vice President:  Peter Cox 
Treasurer:  Barb Nichols 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard 
Outings:  Diana Paris 
Almoner:  Rob McGovern 
Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
 
June Meeting: 
The meeting began with our president admitting to a struggle as with broken glasses, and 
having to wear old lenses, that everything was a bit of a blur. It did not stop Len from 
opening the meeting with his usual cheery definitions! 
The club’s membership still stands at 119; at the short committee meeting which followed, a 
new member applying for membership was nominated, seconded and accepted.  Peter Cox 
pointed out that the membership has to be capped at 120 as that is the legal limit for the 
number of people allowed at the Whitby Bowling Club.  
A copy of the Probus magazine was shown as it is available to any member who wishes to 
read it. 

 
 
Speakers: Tim Sheppard indicated that the club’s guest speaker for July will be 
Trevor Farmer who is the manager of the Porirua/Kapiti Emergency Management 
Office.  He will talk about earthquakes and tsunamis and what we all should be 
doing to prepare ourselves for the impacts of any natural disasters, and the necessity 
of being prepared for the worst. 

 
ROSTER DUTIES FOR JULY MEETING 

((Please be there by 8.45 am, if you are in the first 3 groups) 
Setting Up:  Lindsay McIsaac, Rob McLagan, John Watts, Gaye McGill 
Morning Tea:  Vivienne McIsaacs, Joanna Jacomos, Gill Barkus 
Meeters & Greeters: Lindsay McIsaac, Vivienne McIsaacs 
Three Minute Speakers:  Charlie Stobert, Sue Gore, Alan Barkus 
Thanking the Speaker: Pat Hobden 
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Birthday draw winner:  Six JUNE birthday people in the draw (all women) . . .  and would  
you believe it, the winner was JUNE Campbell-Tong! 

 
INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 
 

Walking Group:  Information will be given at the next meeting.  The activities of this group are 

weather dependent, so if the June outing did not happen because of the weather, then Annette 

Craig will confirm what will happen in July. 

 

Mah Jong: This will need to be confirmed as Barb is still away.  July games will be on 16
th

 July 

at 1 pm, at Barb Nichols’ place.  The usual phone call ahead of time so she will know how 

many tables to set up, will be appreciated. 

 

500: With Allan Nichols still being away, the details of where the 500 players will meet is still to 

be confirmed. 

 

++*++*++*++*++*++*++*++*++ 
Male Voice Choir 

One of our club members, Bob Walker, sings in a male voice choir.  If you have any interest in 

joining such a choir – for which there are no auditions – please contact Bob on 234 6242. 

The choir will be giving a concert on Sunday, June 24, at St Andrews.  Tickets at either $15 or 

$20 may still be available.  Once again, phone Bob if you are interested and want tickets. 

 

                                             ++*++*++*++*++*++*++*++*++ 

               KAPITI TRIP  -  by Bev Marsden 
 

     Some of the Whitby members joined the Paremata Club on an outing to the Kapiti coast on Friday 
1 June.  We climbed on the bus at Mana just after 9am and headed north picking up others on the 
way. 
     We arrived at the Te Horo jam factory in time for a hot drink, scones, and pikelets and to taste 
their range of jams (which were more than yummy).  After hearing about the history of their 
company who now supplies many overseas countries now, we had the opportunity to purchase jams 
which a good number of us did.  Then we split into two groups; one heading out to have a look at 
the farm area and the others to view the jam making and packing before swapping around.  Of great 
interest was the fact that only fruit and jam are in their product and the jam maker was keeping up 
with eight jam pans at once stirring constantly, adding sugar at the appropriate time and the packer 
was having to work fast to keep up with the filled and sealed jars into cartons. 
     Heading off from there we arrived at the winery in lovely sunshine and filled their tasting room 
with some sitting in the side room.  With a view of vines stretching out to the horizon we sampled 
and heard about each one, again with the option of purchasing before we left.  
     By this time we were all getting peckish so were pleased to get to the cafe where they were ready 
with lots of staff, three long tables in the side room, and food.  A good variety and not too long to 
wait before we all felt ready to board the bus, sit back and relax on the way home. 
    Thanks to Ann of the Paremata Club for keeping us to the timetable and liaising with the outlets 
we visited.  
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June’s Three Minute Speakers 

 
June Campbell-Tong.  June was born in Timaru to farming parents, and then moved to Waimate at 
the age of ten.  At sixteen June trained as a dental nurse and ended up being sent to Invercargill as a 
sole charge nurse.  There had been no dental nurse for the 18 months prior so the state of dental 
health was not wonderful!  June gave the impression that it was difficult to get trained people to live 
and operate in the south, so the only way she could move further north was to get married!  This she 
did and moved with Bevan to Christchurch.  The next move was to Wanganui.   
One of June’s passions is sport and she won the South Island title for Under 16 Years Champ, at 
table tennis, and was a representative at the National Championships. June loves other sport as well, 
but her passions also extend to cooking and she is currently the president of the Wine and Food 
Society.  A lover of travel, June has visited 30 countries, and in 1963 joined the Naturalists; to this end 
she has been a delegate for the Croatian conference. Gardening is another love of June’s life and her 
large section is graced with 100 rhododendrons which they have planted. Someone to whom June 
offered a great deal of help over the years, rewarded her and nine of her friends by paying for a round 
the world trip. 
Also involved with Rotary, June’s latest trip was to places such as Lima, the Amazon . . . where she 
experienced the magical experience of the Sun Festival.  June clearly believes in the motto that in life 
one reaps what one sows. 
 
Julie McLagan. A South-Islander born and bred, Julie’s life began in Timaru, with family in 
Canterbury and Akaroa.  Educated at boarding school, followed by a degree at Canterbury University, 
Julie never lost sight of how much family meant, and still does, to her.  She claims to have been a 
“dad’s girl” and shared dreams with him have lasted until today. For 18 years, Julie’s mother and aunt 
lived with Julie, Rob and their 3 children and it was a time when they lived focussing on being self- 
sufficient, with pigs, goats and sheep. 
Further study followed and then Julie taught at Tawa College working with the ‘hard’ kids, kids that 
needed to be treated with care and respect. While it was hard going, there were great rewards.  Julie 
instigated a defensive driving course for students. It was a time that she can look back on with pride. 
Julie then taught briefly at Chiltern before taking on  a solo adventure of working overseas which took 
her to a number of countries.  This was then followed by Julie becoming a celebrant, so she can now 
claim that “Romance is my business.”  Celebrating weddings has taken Julie to countries outside of 
NZ. 
Ever up for challenges, Julie has had houses built, entertained crowds in a formerly owned large  
house and garden, is an active member of Rotary, and  helped establish 10 Probus clubs. 
Always supported by Rob, her husband of 48 years, Julie will fulfil her wish as when leaving this world 
she will be able to say, “I’m pleased that I did,”  rather than, “I wish I had.” 
 
 

^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^ 
 

DINING OUT 
 

Fifteen members travelled to Paraparaumu to the Mediterranean food Warehouse for lunch.  
Pizza and pasta aplenty were served, along with refreshments of their own choice.   Some 
used their Goldcard and rode free on the train while others travelled by car.   Window 
shopping in the mall also proved popular and at least two people were seen purchasing 
tinned tomatoes from the Mediterranean shop – 2500 gram tin for $5…. clearly professional 
bargain hunters!!!! 
 
The next Dine Out: We are booked into the Thistle Inn, 3 Mulgrave St, Thorndon – just a 
short walk from the railway station, on Wednesday 11 July.  The Thistle Inn is one of New 
Zealand’s oldest establishments built in 1840.  A board will be available to register at our 
next club meeting, or you can email or ring me. 
 
Peter Cox alisonpete@xtra.co.nz or 237 6642 

mailto:alisonpete@xtra.co.nz
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PRESCRIPTION FEE INCREASES 

 
What are the feelings of Probus members about the recent increase in prescription 
fees? Perhaps part of the NZ Medical Association that has weighed in on the Prime 
Minister’s prescription fee increases, might reflect your feelings? . . . 
 
The Allergists voted to scratch it, but the Dermatologists advised not to make any rash moves. 
The Gastroenterologists had a sort of gut feeling about it, but the Neurologists thought the 
Administration had a lot of nerve. 
The Obstetricians felt they were all labouring under a misconception, while Ophthalmologists 
considered the idea short-sighted. 
Pathologists yelled, “Over my dead body!” while the Paediatricians said, “Oh, grow up!” 
The Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was madness, while the Radiologists could see right 
through it. 
The Surgeons were fed up with the cuts and decided to wash their hands of the whole thing. 
The ENT specialists didn’t swallow it, and just wouldn’t hear of it.  The Pharmacologists 
thought it was a bitter pill to swallow, and the Plastic Surgeons said, “This puts a whole new 
face on the matter …” 
The Podiatrists thought it was a step forward, but the Urologists were pissed off at the whole 
idea. 
The Anaesthetists thought the whole idea was a gas, but the Cardiologists didn’t have the 
heart to say no. 
In the end, the Proctologists won out, leaving the entire decision up to the a---holes in 
Wellington. 
 

TRAVEL NEWS FROM OUR CLUB SECRETARY, dated 30 May.   
‘Hope you are all enjoying the rounds of lunches, golf, mah jong as well as Inner Wheel, 
Probus etc. 
   We are now in Dubrovnik and it is a really lovely place – apart from the thunderstorm we 
have just had. We are staying a short ride away from the Old Town, about 100 metres from 
the beach and staying in a quaint small hotel in a lovely pedestrian only square which is full 
of restaurants and other small hotels. The Old Town is amazing – it is walled – about 2 km 
long (which we will walk in a day or so when we buy our three day pass to the walls and a 
selection of Museums etc.) We are planning to visit the Elafiti Islands on Thursday and also 
take trips to Mostar in Bosnia and Montenegro early next week. 
   The cruise was lovely and we visited so many places that were easy to wander around on 
our own rather than on organised excursions. The Greek Islands of Rhodes, Mykonos, 
Santorini and Crete were all very different from each other but really enjoyable and 
beautiful. Pompei and Ephesus were amazing but I do have to admit that after 4 visits to 
ruins in Turkey I was slightly ‘ruined out’. The ship was very comfortable and the facilities, 
crew and food excellent – we were very restrained with our eating and drinking as we still 
had to fit into our clothes for another four weeks!! The amount of walking we did in the 
ports also helped. We loved Venice – I had no idea really what to expect and it certainly 
exceeded anything I could have thought of. Only downside was that Allan started with a 
sinus infection which turned into a heavy cold and cough and actually kept him inside for a 
day – I carried on touring without him!! He had quite a high temp one night but you can buy 
antibiotics over the counter and they hit that on the head – panadol were 5.5 Euro and 
antibiotics 3 Euro!! Excitement one night – the earth moved!! - we were woken by the 
earthquake that caused great damage in Bologna – quite a long rolling one. . . . 
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   For those of you who have had health problems – we hope you are recovering well, for 
those of you travelling elsewhere , we hope all is going well and you are enjoying the 
experiences and we look forward to seeing you all happy and well when we get back on 
23rd June’ 
Love Barb and Allan  
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
 
 

Guest Speaker for the June meeting was Don Campbell, the CEO for Whitireia Polytechnic. 

 
Whitireia Polytechnic has been up and running for 25 years and Don gave an oversight of both its 
interesting history and great achievement.  Originally known as the Parumoana Community College, it 
began with 80 students in 1986.  That beginning saw it operating with a small budget, but with big 
dreams, so that today there are 8000 students, of which 4,600 are full time.  It now operates on a $60 
million budget with 500 full time staff.  While the surplus of $2.6 million may appear huge, Whitireia 
fund their own capital equipment, their IT structure (huge cost involved) and a building programme, 
currently sitting at $16.5 million. 
 
Whitireia has four locations – Porirua, Wellington, Kapiti and Auckland.  It is Auckland that is the hub 
for international students where there are 1400 currently. It is the international students that provide 
30% of the income.  Across these four sites, 9 degree programmes are offered, and 60% of the 
students operate at Level 5 or higher. (Level 5 is the equivalent to first year university study)  Whitireia 
is the largest provider of post-graduate nursing programmes in the country. 
 
Whitireia is able to bring people in at ground level, those who have no qualifications whatsoever. 
These people can begin at a Foundation level, move on to complete a certificate, diploma, degree 
and a post-graduate qualification if they choose to.  Whitireia has found good ways of working with 
Maori and Pacific Island people so they can have the same success rates.  This means wrapping 
support around their students and this support can be for learning, pastoral care and financial support. 
The Whitireia Foundation has scholarships for needy students which may see some of them receive 
$500 or $1000 for which they are very grateful. 
 
In some courses there is a linking in with industry.  A recent example of this is a group working in their 
final year of an IT degree that had to work with a business.  They worked alongside the NZ Police to 
design a software package.  It was so successful that it was on-sold to the Norwegian Police Force. 
 
One of the Education Performance Indicators – that of getting students to complete qualifications – 
sees Whitireia Polytechnic as taking first place among the country’s polytechnics.   
 
The aspects that were apparent in Don’s speech was how Whitireia has become more efficient and 
more effective; that the relative low cost for the students alongside their high completion rates means 
that the efforts to accommodate different learning styles and backgrounds ensures that all students 
achieve the same end points. 
 
Don took a moment to look ahead; the dreams for the building plans were impressive; acquisition of a 
radio training school, a television school, and an emphasis on E-Learning will see Whitireia as a 
learning hub well past 2040. 

 
+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*# 

 
 

Beverly is 90 years old. She's played golf every day since her retirement 25 years ago. One day she 

arrives home looking sad.  

"That's it," she tells her husband, Gus, "I'm giving up golf. My eyesight has become so bad that once I 

hit the ball I can't see where it went."  
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Her husband makes her a cup of tea, and says, "Why don't you take me with you and give it one more 

try."  

"That's no good" sighs Beverly, "you're a hundred and three. You can't help."  

"I may be a hundred and three", says Gus, "but my eyesight is perfect."  

So the next day Beverly heads off to the golf course with her Gus. She tees up, takes a mighty swing 

and squints down the fairway.  

She turns to Gus and says, "Did you see the ball?"  

"Of course I did!" replied Gus, "I have perfect eyesight".  

"Where did it go?" says Beverly.  

"Um . . . I don't remember."  

 

(Thank you John Watts . . . ) 

 

CINEMA GROUP 

Recently  quite  a  number  of  Whitby  Probus  members  attended  a movie  at  the 

Lighthouse  at  Pauatahanui.   The  film  was  Salmon  Fishing  in  the  Yemen  and  was 

enjoyed  by  those  who  attended.  It  was  clear  that  those  who  went  on  that  day,  and 

others  since,  have expressed  an  interest  in  being  part  of such  a  group  if  it  was to  

be  organised  again.  That  is  the  crunch  point!!  We  need  a  volunteer  coordinator  

who  would be prepared  to  organise  further  movie  outings.  It  would  not  be  an  

onerous  task   as  it  could  all be  organised  over  the  phone.   From   our  club’s  

membership  of  120,  is   there  anyone  who  would  be prepared  to  take  this  role  on? 

If  you  are,  please  contact  Peter  CoX  on  237 6642  or  at  alisonpete@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

Graham Kelly sent this link and no doubt many members will be able to identify with the ‘new’ words 

sung to a well-known tune.  It’s worth listening to as the voice quality is very good.  Enjoy! 

 

http://www.youtube.com/embed/HzSaoN2LdfU?fs=1 

 

 
 
 

Kind regards 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor   
 
 


