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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 

CLUB NUMBER: 9003945 
 

Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30am 
Whitby Bowling Club 

 
President:  Peter Cox 

               Acting Secretary:  Ross Moore 
Committee: 
Vice President:  Diana Paris     Treasurer:  Barb Nichols  
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard     Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Acting Treasurer:  Gaye McGill     Secretary:  Rob McLagan (in absentia) 
Almoner:  Len Currie   
 
JUNE MEETING 
 
There was a short, sharp, but laugh-making opening by President Peter.  He spoke of a 
couple who were out driving - in silence.  Evidently they had had an argument.  As they 
motored through the countryside they passed a farm where sheep, pigs, and donkeys were 
very visible.  The husband turned to his wife and asked, “Are they relatives of yours?” to 
which she replied, “No, just in-laws!” 

 

NEW MEMBER 
 
Jude Gibson was pleased to introduce a new member to the Probus Club of Whitby.  A 
hearty and warm welcome was offered to Sue Jenkins, whose husband Pete will also 
become a member at a later date. 

 
 

President Peter presenting Sue with her membership badge and pin. 
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ALMONER’S REPORT - Len Currie reported that it was the Rotary handbook in which he 
found the role of Almoner defined – “Welfare or caring officer.”  Len made it clear that any 
information given to him in this role would be totally confidential unless permission was 
granted to share the information.  If you have a health, or other problem that precludes your 
attendance(s) at meetings please contact Len so he can exercise his role as welfare and 
caring officer. 
 
ACTING SECRETARY’S REPORT - Top marks from Ross for people remembering to 
submit their apologies for non-attendance at meetings.  In May, there were only 5 members 
who did not send any form of apology, so what an improvement.  (Keep it up!)    
It is not too late to apologise for non-attendance anytime on the day following the meeting.   
 
We all know of valid reasons why the missing of a meeting cannot be anticipated; all we ask 
is that you let us know you are alive and well.  If you are going to be absent for more than 
one meeting we suggest you indicate your upcoming absence(s) to cover the period you will 
be away; apologies will then be noted automatically each month until you return. 
 
Ross requested that people see him about adding names for some of the Club duties such 
as thanking the guest speaker, especially for July, August and October. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Back from holiday, at the meeting, but Barb said nothing!! 

 

  
 

 
 
Report from Committee meeting 

 Observations by two committee members meant that the evaluation of the    
evacuation procedure that was carried out, was very positive.  Dave Kerse has 
agreed to be the Evacuation Warden in the event of either another practice or a real 
emergency. 

 A club member with an interest in photography has agreed to become the Club’s 
photographer so thank you, Colin Edwards, for the front page and other pictures!!  

 Diana Paris, who had attended a Probus information day with Peter Cox, reported 
back.  It was good to hear that the Probus Club of Whitby is functioning so well with 
lots on offer, compared with some of the other Clubs in Wellington. 

 
 

 

GUEST SPEAKER FOR THE JULY MEETING will be Dave Lowe and his topic will be 

Climate Change. 

 

 

 
ROSTER DUTIES FOR JULY MEETING 

((Please be there by 8.45 am, if you are in the first 3 groups) 
Setting Up:  Charlie Stobert, David Dunnett, Marcia Dunnett, Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Morning Tea:  Marcia Miller, Dorothy Hallpike, Gretchen Moore 
Meeters & Greeters:   Charlie Stobert, Marcia Miller 
Five to Seven Minute Speaker:  Bev Marsden 
Thanking the Guest Speaker: Graham Craig 
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FINAL REMINDER about the addition of the Club’s number under the title at the top of page 
1.  This is part of the heading as any Club member wishing to use Probus Travel Insurance 
will need to quote this number. Each Probus Club has its own number so it is important to 
quote it correctly when in contact with those arranging insurance. 

============================= 
 

“He who uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp-posts; it’s for support rather 
than illumination.”  (A. Lang, 1844-1912) 
 
 

 
INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 
Mah Jong         NB:  This will now be held twice a month on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each    
                          month from 1-3pm, at the Plimmerton Croquet Club in Ulric St.  Anyone is 
                          free to join; if interested please ring Barb on 234 8415.  If you are a  
                          learner you can still join one of these groups. 
 
500 Cards         3rd Wednesday of each month.   

 
Cinema             4th Monday of each month at The Lighthouse, Pauatahanui.  Turn  
                          up before 10.30 am (see below) 
 
Stitching           2nd Monday of each month. Venue varies so ring Shirley 
                          McLaughlin – 234 8664.  
 
Dine Out           2nd Wednesday of each month. Contact Marcia or Dave Dunnett – 

                          233 8997 (see below) 
 
Outings            3rd Thursday of each month.  Contact Diana Paris – 234 7683   
 
Photography    No new members needed at present.  This interest group may be offered         

                          later in the year 
 

 

 

 
Cinema Group:   Remember to state that you are a Probus Club member in order to get a cheaper 
ticket.  The next movie is The Great Gatsby on June 24th. 
 

Dine Out Group:   Wednesday 12 June saw 31 members making their presence felt at the Back 
Bencher.   The restaurant was packed with two further tables of 10, as well as a number of individual 
settings.  Along with visitors to the bar it made for a busy but rather noisy environment.   Despite 
this, the staff managed to handle the numbers  well with the odd diner having to wait slightly longer 
than they wanted, but general feedback from members was very positive with everyone enjoying 
the atmosphere of the bar, the food and of course, the opportunity to view the new puppets!!!! 
(Editor’s comment: . . and yes, the puppet of Winston Peters was recognizable, but like so many of 
his comments and logic, the look of him was a bit off!) 
  
The next Dine Out will be La Bella Italia on the 10th of July.   If anyone wishes to pre-book for this 
please email us on marcia_dunnett@xtra.co.nz or 233 8997. 
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Club Outings Group:   
On a wet and stormy winter's day on 20 June, 17 people met at the Film Archive in Taranaki Street. 
Unfortunately we started with a bit of a mix up, because it had not been communicated to me that 
there was an $8 charge, but our guide Amanda served us coffee in the cafe, while we sorted out the 
details. I apologise to those who attended for this unexpected charge, but I was not aware of it until 
arriving.  I trust it did not detract from the interesting program that followed. 
 
After coffee we went into the theatre, where we watched a 50 minute composite film made up of 
several clips on early Wellington. We started with some footage of the soldiers preparing to depart 
for the Boer War. The celebrations for Dominion Day followed the first clip, and further 
clips  touched on the development of building in Wellington, both housing and commercial buildings. 
Lambton Quay looked a lot wider with the tram tracks and without the central median strip and the 
widened footpaths of today. The houses were developed first on the flat, and then slowly spread out 
and up into the hills.  
 
The importance of the port and the activities on the wharves were also highlighted in another clip. 
Chocolate making and hand packing in the Queen Anne chocolate shop demonstrated the many 
uncovered hands that handled each chocolate before it was sealed in its box, and certainly would 
never meet the standards of today. The development of the dormitory suburbs was shown with 
massive earthmoving, road building and houses being built as fast as the infrastructure. Finally there 
were a few clips on life in the suburbs in the 1970s, especially the new co-op shop in the state house 
area of the Hutt and the activities of the local youth clubs including sports and dances. 
 
Questions were then answered and it was explained that the Film Archive is a charity although it 
does have some Government Support, it relies on donations. It is continually digitising old films but it 
is very expensive and time consuming. It has hundreds of items and new films, both personal and 
commercial, are continually being added. Public viewings are held on a regular basis and you can be 
added to their weekly mailing list if you are interested. 
 
On leaving the theatre we had a quick look at the individual viewing booths and some people went  
downstairs into the catalogue area.  Overall it was very impressive. 
 
If anyone has a particular interest I could arrange a future visit to the Film Archive and further 
explore that interest, if they let me know - and if there were sufficient numbers interested in 
another visit.                                                                                (Another great report.  Thanks Diana Paris) 

 
************************************************ 

 
CLUB MEMBER’S PROFILE FOR JUNE . . . 83 year old Angus Langbein entertained club 

members with a chronology of the highlights of his working life, a life that enabled him to see 
so much of the country we live in. His audience smiled as he opened with the words, “I am a 
civil engineer,” impressive for a man of his age!  He pointed out that eight of his relatives had 
been engineers so it was no surprise that he had followed the same course. A very serious 
interest in native plants had made that a career contender but his father could not see that 
earning Angus a reasonable living. 
 
With his father being in the Public Works Dept. (later MOW), the family moved often and 
when Angus later took the same path, he too saw a great deal of the country. Born in 
Glenside where his dad was in charge of the construction of the Tawa Flat rail tunnels, he 
then began school in Masterton at the age of 6.  Being in the depression the starting age at 
school was raised from 5 to 6. 
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In 1936 his dad was moved to Wharanui to restart the northern end of the South Island Main 
Trunk line between Wharanui and Parnassus.  Primitive!  One teacher school, the highway 
totally unsealed and home lighting was by candles or kerosene lamps.  A year later saw the 
Angus’ family moving to another camp, 20 kms north of Kaikoura; today it is the place where 
you buy crays at the roadside. From nothing it suddenly had a 4 teacher school, 3 camps for 
workmen on a strand so narrow that in severe storms the waves sometimes reached into the 
backyards. Landward expansion was prevented by bush covered hills.  For Angus it was a 
time of “pre-arranged wars” between camps, using stones, bows and arrows and bottles – 
with lunches packed by mums.  Every boy also had a crayfish spear. 
 
Early in 1940 Angus moved to Kaikoura by which time his interest in native trees was well 
developed with knowledge of most of their names. Because his dad joined up in WWII to 
command an engineering company which took him to, among other places, the Western 
Desert, Angus and his mother went to live on her parents’ remote farm in northern Hawke’s 
Bay.  This meant Angus boarded at Hereworth School where a teacher – a WW1 returnee 
who was an electrical engineer, tramper and botanist – further fostered Angus’ interest in 
botany and tramping, including a 3 day crossing of the Ruahine range with 3, 13 year olds. 
 
1943 was the year his dad returned and was posted to Dunedin so Angus went for 2 years to 
Timaru Boys’ High where apart from enjoying the tremendous school spirit, he also took part 
in unofficial activities including homebrew, explosives, (unsuccessful) rockets and midnight 
feasts.  Wonderful!!  His mother produced a post-war sister so Angus transferred to Otago 
Boys’ High in order to keep them company during his father’s frequent periods away.  His 
love of tramping and botany continued in the hills near Dunedin. 
 
The family moved to Wellington in 1948 so Angus lived at home for his first university year. 
His engineering degree was then completed at Christchurch University.  This was then 
followed by 3 years on the Roxburgh Hydro dam construction.  The police regulated the 
Roxburgh pubs – 1400 men at the Hydro – and the pattern was that the pubs closed at 6pm, 
then home for tea.  They reopened from 7pm to 10pm.  The Sunday hours were from 1-4pm.  
Through these years Angus’ love of the outdoors continued with netting flounder on 
Southland’s southern coast, swimming in the Clutha River and venturing into the NW Otago 
Mountains. 
After the parched Central Otago landscape the move in 1955 to the Bay of Plenty, where the 
landscape was startlingly green, Angus took up skin-diving when not involved on highway 
works.  The next move was to Wellington for design experience and here major jobs 
included the module adopted for the Mt Maunganui wharf, and design studies for the 
Christchurch-Lyttelton road tunnel.  This was then followed by a year in Fiji, with the team 
supervising the contract to upgrade Nandi airport to receive the first jets.  This is where 
Angus met his wife who was a fellow Kiwi and a school teacher.  While in Fiji memorable 
highlights were a 2 day hurricane, fixed bayonets in Suva during a general strike, and the 
Nandi airport manager heading off an attempt to blow up the airport’s reservoir.  Armed with 
his shotgun he told the prospective “blower-uppers” that unless they went away it would be 
his duty to shoot them.   They went away! 
 
Three years in Taihape was followed by time in Palmerston North where infrastructure 
services were given to the air force base, the army camp and several divisions of DSIR at 
Massey.  Another move to Porirua as Resident Engineer for 8 years, where the biggest 
government client was for land development for housing in Porirua east, and for industrial 
areas.  Angus even worked on developing Mana Island as a sheep quarantine station, 
building a wharf, windmills (they were Aussie ones that blew over!), water supply and a 
powerhouse.  
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This man’s incredibly busy life saw him become a member of the Mana College Governors, 
and then the inaugural chair of Aotea College and a Board member until 1984. The work 
pattern continued right up until 1990 when Angus retired, but he was then on the Keep 
Porirua Beautiful executive for more than 10 years. (The lifelong interest in plants coming to 
the fore again.)  He has had two 5 month stints of travel in Latin America, gone to Europe for 
the marriage of his daughter (with follow up visits of course!) and a trip to Russia where a 
son was working at the time. 

. . . . And that covered an amazing 83 years of living . . . .  Thank you Angus! 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

Why do you sit there looking like an envelope without any address on it? 

 (Mark Twain) 
 

GUEST SPEAKER - CHRISTINE STANLEY 

 

When Tim introduced the guest speaker for June he made it clear that Christine has 
been involved in the local community for a very long time.  Among other things she has 
been the Chair of the Pauatahanui Inlet Community Trust, a stalwart member of the 
Pauatahanui Residents’ Association and has been part of the local government over the 
years. Christine pointed out that there was nothing written about Pauatahanui and its 
history that was not simply a pamphlet.  Over the last five years stories and treasures 
have been gathered which contribute to the history project in which she is currently 
involved, and which will see a book (working title: ‘Pauatahanui History Project’) 
published later this year. 
 
The PowerPoint presentation gave a glimpse of a number of paintings, old photographs 
and even of the variety of spellings of Pauatahanui, that have existed over many years.  
Originally, Pauatahanui included Paremata, all of Whitby, Haywards Hill, Paekakariki 
Hill Road and the bottom of Camborne.  
 
There were many aspects regarding the history of the area that were unknown to 
members of the Whitby Probus Club.  For example, there was the NZ Company’s map 
of Motukaraka Point, where in 1841, sawmills became a priority.  The graves of some 
of the 250 British soldiers, who fought in the last stand at Battle Hill in 1846, are still 
at Battle Hill.  In 1855 there was an earthquake that lifted the shoreline up two metres, 
so the areas that can be walked on near Pauatahanui today, were once under water.  In 
1870 there was even a gold mine shaft dug as a duck had been caught with gold in its 
gizzard! 
 
Christine made the local history interesting as photos of the four hotels, two churches, 
and some of the original cottages were shared.  Early paintings showed the deforestation 
that occurred from 1870 onwards.  There used to be 27 dairy farms in the area and 
photos showed the top dressing being done by hand in the 1940s.  In the 1960s floods 
in the area were common.  1973 saw the beginning of the development of Whitby, the 
result of which was one foot of sediment in Browns Bay so everything ground to a halt.   
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The then DSIR became involved and even local poet, Sam Hunt, wrote his well-
remembered “Battle of Bottle Creek” which indicated his being incensed at the 
destruction of the inlet. 
 
This, and so much more will be available in the book, the contents of which will be 
presented in chronological order with an extensive index.  Covering pre-Maori 
settlement to the present day, Christine certainly wetted the appetite by what she spoke 
of as June’s guest speaker.  (If you are interested you can visit 
www.pauatahanuihistorybook.co.nz to find out more and register your interest in the 
book 
 

   June’s speaker:  Christine Stanley. 
 
Ross Moore thanked Christine, and like other Club members, found the local history to 
be of great interest. 

_________________________________________ 
 

OLD is when you are not sure these are jokes . . . . 
 

Old is when an ‘all-nighter’ means not getting up to use the bathroom 
Old is when ‘getting a little action’ means you don’t need to take any fibre today 
Old is when your friends compliment you on your new alligator shoes and you’re   
barefoot. 
Old is when going without a bra pulls all the wrinkles out of your face 
Old is when you are cautioned to slow down by the doctor instead of the police 
Old is when “getting lucky” means you can find your car . . . in the parking lot. 
 

http://www.pauatahanuihistorybook.co.nz/
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The June birthday draw 
 
This month the club had to supply two bottles of wine as from the eight people who lined 
up for the June birthday draw, two of them had the same birthday date.  
 
 

 
June’s birthday draw 

 
================================================================ 

 

Thank you to Colin Edwards for fulfilling his newly appointed role as Club 
Photographer.  The three photos in this newsletter add another dimension, 
especially for those unable to attend the meeting. 
 
 
Closing thought for the June meeting from President Peter.   “Why do doctors and lawyers 
call what they do, PRACTICE?”  
 
 
 

Kind regards 

Bronwyn Macfarlane 

Newsletter Editor 

 

 


