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                                                                                                               photo thanks to Graham Craig 
 

Next Meeting 1 June 2016 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

Apologies please to Annette Craig (annette@angnz.com) 
Committee Members 

President  Julie McLagan Ph  237 9022 Guest Speakers  Graham Kelly   Ph 234 8825 

Past-President  Don Quirk Ph  234 7700 Profile Speakers  Sue Gore            Ph 234 6367 
Vice-President  Derek McDonald Ph  234 6033 Newsletter  Julie McLagan Ph 237 9022                               

Secretary   Annette Craig Ph  234 7558 Club Duties  Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 
Treasurer   Gaye McGill Ph  238 9904 Outings Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 

Caring/Welfare  Norma Withers    Ph  238 4222              Member June Campbell-Tong Ph 2347918              

 
A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

 

May Meeting             

Bev Marsden and Angus Langbein set the happy tone for the meeting with their warm greetings. 
 

 
 

Then there was that bear story ... 

 
An Atheist In The Woods 

An atheist was walking through the woods.  

‘What majestic trees!  What powerful rivers!  What beautiful 

animals!” He said to himself. 

Suddenly, he heard a rustling in the bushes behind him.   

He turned to look in time to see a 7-foot grizzly bear 

charging towards him. He took to his heels as fast as he 

could.  He looked over his shoulder.  The bear was closing 

http://probus.angnz.com/
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on him …. He looked over his shoulder again, and the bear was even closer.  He tripped and fell. 

Rolling over to pick himself up, he found the bear was right on top of him, reaching towards him with its left 

paw, and raising the right paw to strike … 

At that instant the atheist cried out, ‘Oh my God!’ 

Time Stopped.  The bear froze.  The forest was silent … 

A bright light shone upon the man.  A voice came out of the sky … 

“You deny my existence for all these years, you teach others I don’t exist and even credit creation to cosmic 

accident.  Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament?  “Am I to count you as a believer?” 

The atheist looked directly into the light …. 

“It would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps you could make 

the BEAR a Christian?” 

A long pause … 

“Very well,” said the voice.  The light went out.  The sounds of the forest resumed.  The bear dropped his right 

arm, brought both paws together, bowed his head and prayed … 

”Lord, bless this food which I am about to receive.  Amen.” 

 

Induction of a New Member 

 

 

We welcomed Brian Greaves to the Club. 

 

Great to have you on board, Brian!   

At last you are off the waiting list  

and can join your lovely wife, Glenys, 

at all our meetings.  

Brian was introduced by fellow  

Rotarian Graham Craig.   

 

 

 

Quiz Afternoon 2.00 - 4.00pm Wednesday 27 July 2016 - Whitby Bowling Club 

What fun we have had in the past at quiz afternoons!  Laughter as 

well as a serious rattling of the brain matter!  And … here comes 

another ...   

We just roll up, line up, number off and the teams are sorted!   

Rob McLagan is organising it all with our charming, incomparable 

quiz masters, Anne and Graham Miller. 

They are preparing for us another list of questions, curly, topical, 

historical and clever.  We recover over the cup of tea or coffee to 

follow.  $4 to cover hall hireage, prizes and cuppa.  Come join us! 

Virtuoso Strings Fund Raising Concert  2 July 7.00pm - 9.00pm Porirua College Assembly Hall 

Driver Crescent, Cannons Creek, Porirua East. 
We loved Liz Sneyd and Craig Utting when they came to talk of their work enabling children 

from low decile schools in Porirua to play a stringed instrument. Now we have a chance to see 

and hear their orchestra in action and to help their dream at the same time!  We are all 
invited to buy tickets for a fundraising concert to assist in purchasing violins and violas for 

their ever expanding super-keen group of talented young musicians. Parking is available on 
the school grounds.  Tickets ($15) are available from Whitby Pharmacy, Lighthouse Cinema 

Pauatahanui and Tommy’s Real Estate Office, Mana.   

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMruWjgfTMAhWj6KYKHZDWB70QjRwIBw&url=https://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/p/pub_quiz.asp&psig=AFQjCNFT1CcK5goY7mHs4peVEHR9ePy8Qw&ust=1464223887248953
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The Birthday Draw 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays are filled with yesterday’s memories, today’s joys and tomorrow’s 

dreams.  We hope you all had a good one.   

Congratulations Ian!  We are sure  it was an enjoyable tipple! 

 

 

                        Count your life by smiles not tears 

                        Count your age by friends not years 

 

Club Profile Speaker 

Diana Kelly entertained us with her life story, liberally sprinkled with entertaining anecdotes. 

“I was born in Dannevirke in 1948, the third of four daughters. My parents had moved from Southland for Dad to take up 

the position of Town Clerk.  My childhood reflects many of your childhoods in that we were free  

to roam the town and its environs from breakfast until dinner. I remember hours of building boats with 4x2’s that inevitably 

sank, catching tadpoles, climbing the gasworks tower, swimming in the water reservoir, making damper up in the hills, 

riding any horse that I could catch; always ignoring the.... TREPASSERS WILL BE PROSECUTED signs on the fences in front 

of all the best possible adventures, because each yellow sign always finished with, “ BY ORDER GM THOM.” My father’s 

name! 

   To escape from my small town in Hawkes Bay, the passport to the city in the 60’s was to train to be either  

a nurse or a teacher. Along with two other sisters I chose the latter.  

   My Scottish father was born as soon as his solo immigrant mother stepped off the ship in Dunedin. His mother supported 

him by taking in sewing but he was expected to help out with the family finances. At the age of 12, in the middle of  

the Depression, my father left school to become a ticket collector on the tram system  

of Invercargill.  However the determination he possessed saw him study to become a Town Clerk and later to be one  

of the first university trained accountants. This interesting man, who died when I was 19, has been an influential force in my 

life.  Being deaf in both ears, he taught me that you can do anything you want to, regardless of the limitations of your 

educational background or physical capabilities. His background offered few opportunities but he made sure that we had a 

well- rounded childhood.  It was normal to be squeezed into the back of our Consul car in the 50’s and driven miles to visit 

museums,  walking tracks or hydro dams, saw mills, Covent Garden ballets. One memory I have is sitting jammed into the 

captain’s cabin on a Russian warship in Napier being offered caviar while my parents drank vodka and conversed in a 

Russian/ English dialogue.  

   My mother’s stock was also Scottish, but the family had been in New Zealand for three generations.  What was 

remarkable about this family was that it seemed to generate loads of pioneering women.  These women chose to pursue an 

academic or artistic goal rather than give up their education to be married, as was the norm in the early 1900’s.  

One became a hospital matron, a teacher, a potter, a writer and one became the first woman Inspector of Schools.  

   As children we were repeatedly told of the conquests of the Great-Aunts.  This was in the time when men ruled our 
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institutions, schools and government and dozens of years before the ‘Girls can do anything’ mentality was commonplace. 

However the inference in my family was that gender was never a barrier to learning and achieving- in fact it was an 

expectation if you were a woman. 

   Religion played a huge part in our childhood. Sundays were monopolized by the routine of Sunday school  

and the church services. It was our mother who marched us down to church each week without fail,  

while our father remained behind to go to choir practice (a beer in the neighbours’ garage).  The church offered  

a fairly organized structure, moral guidelines and a place to foster relationships with the opposite sex.   

Having left home for Wellington city, I enjoyed meeting people of other faiths - even some ‘dreaded’ Catholics, 

and I fell in love with an Irish catholic man who proudly introduced me to his community of Saints and Sinners.   

My husband and I met through basketball, both playing for Wellington teams in the 60’s , and later coached school teams. 

Today we are big basketball fans of the NZ Breakers and Oklahoma Thunder (especially Steve Adams).  

   I was admitted as one of the last students to attend the Kelburn campus.  Word had it that this college  

was different because of its philosophy of educating the person through a wide range of experiences  

and challenging current education theories.  Our lecturers, Barry Mitcalfe and Jack Shallcrass, were typical  

of these controversial forward thinkers. This was definitely the place for me, I decided. 

With huge amounts of enthusiasm I began teaching firstly in Masterton and secondly in Russell school,  

Porirua East. At the beginning of the next year Brian and I married and set off on the high seas for America  

where he would study for the next 4 years in a Chiropractic University. My intention was to teach in the US  

but to my amazement I was not considered worthy because I had no knowledge of the American Constitution.  

I did, however, do several classroom observations and witnessed huge discrepancies in the resources available  

to the wealthier and the poorer district schools.  So instead I swapped the classroom to become a bank teller  

operating a computer terminal with zero knowledge of computers. The mainframe of the computer occupied  

an entire floor of the bank upstairs with 4 people to manage it.  

   The wives of the students of Australia, France, NZ and South Africa formed a tight knit group as our husbands went  

to university until 3pm, then became the second shift in factories around the city in order to pay the very high university 

fees. While they worked hard during the week they played hard in the weekend with the rugby and cricket wives being  

their first and only supporters at any university challenge. These four years filled many a photo album – the most 

memorable being the birth of our first daughter Sarah not long before Brian graduated. 

Having 3 children under 2 years kept me on my toes, and even more so when 3 more arrived. Many funny incidences 

remain clear to me – one being our runaway twins who used to dash to the letterbox and, using a signal not decipherable  

to me, would run for their lives- one up the street and the other down the hill and my dilemma as to who to chase first! 

   My teaching career went on hold for the next 20 years. It was when the youngest boy started primary school that I 

slipped into a long term relieving job at Bishop Viard college in Porirua where all our children were educated. I had returned  

to teaching when ‘Tomorrows schools’ and the ‘Green paper’ was being discussed and implemented. I must admit that  

I was terrified of not understanding the changes that had taken place in my absence. There were new strand teaching 

strategies, with AO’S and LO’S all over the place, not to mention ERO as the new educational police. I was certainly 

enthusiastic but I had lost confidence.  

There were upgrading courses available but as I was wanted immediately to fill this relieving position, I accepted the 

challenge.  Of all the varied teaching positions I held over the next twenty years at BVC, the most rewarding was as 

Programme facilitator for FYD (Foundation for Youth Development; now named Graeme Dingle Foundation after its founder, 

the NZ  mountaineer, writer and  visionary). Twenty -one years ago, Graeme had a vision to improve NZ’s negative youth 

statistics. This organisation has now helped nearly 200 thousand young Kiwis.  For the next ten years, I held this role.   
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I saw many exciting changes in student confidence and motivation. These programmes continue to run nationwide and I 

think there are some here that have been involved with Project K as adult mentors to some of the college students. 

Fortunately I can continue to work in this very worthwhile field as a Board Member now that I have retired from teaching.  

    Our six children grew up and were educated in this city and lead very interesting and varied lives today.  

The eldest is a teacher, two are chiropractors, one a tour operator in Europe, one an IT trainer for Yahoo  

in America and one is a screenwriter and director.  As our nest emptied, I fulfilled a dream of mine to return  

   Our children are a huge (and fun part) of our lives and another excuse to travel, and we count our blessings  

for the 10 fascinating grandchildren they have given us so far.  

   Last year Brian and I bought a Motor home in England and shipped it home after a long stint in France. Recently we had 5 

weeks exploring Canterbury and the West coast. We love being gypsies and have many plans for seeing more beauty of this 

country in the future. Retirement is a lovely stage of our lives, isn’t it?” 

Thank you Diana!  We loved listening to your story.  I am sure you were a delightful, vibrant teacher! 

June           -  Lindsay McIsaac 

July            -  Chris Garrett 

August        - Brian Greaves 

September - Will it be you?  Please volunteer or say “yes” when Sue taps you gently on the shoulder … 

Guest Speaker – Linda Hansen 

We were all looking forward to hearing Linda Hansen talk to 

us about her book for young folk – “An Unexpected Hero”, 

published in 2014 and more recently used by some teachers 

to build confidence and courage in the youngsters in their 

charge.   Linda was a latecomer to writing but used her 

passion derived from her study of conscientious objectors, 

especially J K Baxter’s father, Archibald Baxter, to fire her 

writing.  As she told us, “We all deserve a balanced view of what 

constitutes a Hero. When I found no contemporary fiction for 

children on this hero, I wrote my book. It’s my gift to our children 

and grandchildren to show there’s more than one response to 

violence. It’s my way of showing young people that there’s nothing 

in heroes like Archie Baxter that isn’t in us. I also wanted young 

readers to learn about non-violent ways to end conflict. One young 

boy wrote to me that it’s great to know you don’t have to solve 

every problem with a gun. Pacifists can be seen as a minority, the 

odd ones.  Yet the vast majority of people are said to oppose war.”      

Thank you Linda. A history lesson too inviting us to broaden 

our understanding of the term “conscientious objector”.  

                                                         

Guest Speaker for June – Dame Beverley Wakem 

 

 

 

Dame Beverley has titled her talk, "Growing a 

Healthy Society - Reflections in the Role of the 

Ombudsman”  . She was also Chief Executive of 

Radio New Zealand.  
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Club Activities 

Genealogy 
Rob McLagan reports … 
“The genealogy group had a very interesting meeting  
at the Porirua Library on Tuesday 3rd May. The meeting included  
a Q & A session with a genealogy volunteer from the library, 
followed by a session with Roy’s computer searching for 
information on members` individual ancestors. 
The next meeting is scheduled for 1.30pm on Tuesday 7th June at 
the Porirua Library.  All members are welcome to attend. Please let 
Lenora Jones (lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz) know if you will be there.” 
 

Mah Jong 

“Both times we met in May we had 3 tables of players at Mah Jong. It was good to see some members whom 
we haven't seen for a couple of months. We have now changed our start time to 1.30pm on a permanent basis 
so that we can enjoy a chat over a cuppa after our playing session ends at 3.30pm.  Because the first Monday 
in June is Queen’s birthday observance and as May has 5 Mondays we decided to hold our next game on May 
30 instead of Queen’s birthday.   
Therefore upcoming dates for Mah Jong are 30 May and 20 June starting at 1.30 pm at Plimmerton Croquet 
Club rooms.”   Thank you Diana Paris for this report  
 
Cinema 

“We had 25 members at the cinema outing this month. We saw 'Florence Foster Jenkins' starring Meryl Streep 

as the daughter of a wealthy American lawyer who dreams of being an opera singer even though she has no 

talent. She pursues her dream and eventually performs at Carnegie Hall. Hugh Grant co-stars as her attentive 

husband who enables her dreams despite being her husband in name only.  Florence  was aware of her 

detractors, but never let them stand in her way: "People may say I can't sing," she said, "but no one can ever 

say I didn't sing".  The movie was enjoyed by most of those who attended despite the cold weather having set 

in. Next month’s movie date is 25 June from 10.00 am for a coffee and chat at the Lighthouse theatre for a 

10.30 movie start. Details of movie at June meeting.”  

Diana Paris furnished this report too as Barb Nicolls is still cavorting off-shore in warmer climates. Thank you 

Diana. If you would like to invite a visitor please contact Barb.  nichols@xtra.co.nz   Ph 234 8415   

     

 

Thank you, Anne Miller for the photos 

Dine Out 
“At 18 people, our numbers were down a little which meant our table at The Supply Room was somewhat 
quieter with conversation much easier.  The blue cod fish and chips were a favourite with several other options 
also proving popular.  
Next month we meet at The Roundabout in Tawa on Wednesday 8 June at 12:15pm.”   
Any queries please contact Colin or Bev.  234 1090 or bev@cebus.co.nz  

mailto:lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:bev@cebus.co.nz
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Book Lovers 

 

Our group of happy readers welcomed a new member this 

month and what a treasure she is!  New books, new authors 

to follow, interesting writing styles to discuss.  We love the 

chance to share and enjoy. 

Chief Librarian, Margaret, offered us a chellenge which we 

accepted with a degree of trepidation tinged with 

anticipation. More details in future months.  It spells the end 

of our meeting in the library so the next meeting will be on 

Thursday 9 June at Seagulls, 456 Paremata Road, 10.15am. 

You are welcome to join us too.  Phone Julie on 2379022 

 

 

500 Club 

“We're a very hardy lot when it comes to playing cards so nothing was going to stop us, not wind, cold or rain.  

At 10am sharp on Wednesday wet coats and shoes were shed, two tables of four set up, partners chosen, cards 

shuffled and dealt and bring it on.  Then the atmosphere got tense as bids were raised, groans could be heard 

and lots of laughter too. No table talk is one of the rules but seemed to "get bent" and at the final whistle, each 

pairing at each table had won one game apiece.  We missed you Alan and Shona, but welcomed Marie. 

Next meeting will be on June 15, back at Alan and Barbara's, 7 Portage Place, Whitby at 10.00am.”   

Any queries please contact Colin or Bev.  234 1090 or bev@cebus.co.nz                            

Walking 

“They say that ladies are the hardy lot and I must agree. On Tuesday 17 May, a miserable windy cold morning 

with light drizzle an hour before, 11 walkers turned up, and only one man. Me!  Still, a lot of laughs and friendly 

chatter over a coffee afterwards. All welcome to join us every Tuesday for Probus members at 9.00am at 

Whitby Mall or on Sunday morning same time and place for anybody interested in improving their fitness.” 

Contact Don phone 234 7700 or 0272606306  dquirk@xtra.co.nz 

Photography 

“The Photography Group met at Titahi Bay on a fine 
morning and had an enjoyable walk along the 
beach.  Despite changing the meeting day to the 2nd 
Monday of the month which apparently suited most 
people, we only had 3 attendees.  Lenora attended as 
she always does but she would really like a few more 
ladies to come to keep her company.  The beach was 
quite untidy with a lot of logs and seaweed so the 
recent storm obviously had an effect on the beach, 
but the views are very colourful with all the brightly 

painted boatsheds.”   
Graham Craig graham@angnz.co.nz  
 
 

Outing 
On 16 June we are proposing to travel by coach to Rimutaka Prison for a 3 course meal plus a bus tour of 
the prison itself.   Visit and dinner cost $23pp.  The coach $10pp. We plan to fill the bus with friends if not 

enough members wish to visit.  29 so far and we need at least 35.  We shall leave Whitby Bowling Club at 
12.30pm, returning around 3.30pm.  Folk who have visited say it is superb. A very different experience indeed!   

We have to pay and give catering numbers after the June Meeting. You may pay $33 by cash in an envelope 

with your name on it to Treasurer Gaye at the June Meeting or pay directly into the Club Bank Account ASB 
Bank Account details: 12 3254 0089053 00.  Please state: your Name in the ‘Particulars’ column and 

the word Prison in the ‘Reference’ column. Send an e-mail to Gaye gayemcgill@gmail.com to let her know.  

mailto:bev@cebus.co.nz
mailto:dquirk@xtra.co.nz
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The Weta Workshop Experience attracted many positive comments from the large group (53) who attended. 
How wonderful it is to have such talent retained in New Zealand!  5 Oscars won and carried home so proudly! 

 

 
   

Duty Roster for June Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  

Room Set Up   Marie Gregory, John Gregory, June Campbell-Tong, Judy Forbes. Please meet for 8.45am start. 

Meeters and Greeters   At 9.05am, the first two names on this list move to the front door to welcome people, 

mark the attendance roll check for apologies, sort the counters for the birthday draw. 

Morning Tea       Mary Temperton, Lindsay Kelly (to assist the two co-ordinators at morning tea time only). 

Guest Speaker    Dame Beverley Wakem 

Introduced by     Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker    Peter Cox 

 

PLEASE NOTE  Strong, able bodied men are needed to come a little early to each 

meeting to help move the heavy tables 

Dates for our Diaries 

30 May     Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 
30 May     Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

01 June    Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 

07 June    Genealogy   Porirua Public Library 1.30pm 
08 June    Dine-Out The Roundabout Café Tawa 12.15pm 

09 June    Book Lovers Seagulls 456 Paremata Road 10.15am 
13 June    Photography Venue tbc 

15 June    500  7 The Portage, Whitby 10.00am 
16 June    Outing to Rimutaka Prison. Coach from Whitby Bowling Club at 12.30pm 

25 June    Cinema  Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am 

20 June    Mah Jong   Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 
02 July     Virtuoso Strings  Porirua College Assembly Hall 7.00pm 

06 July     Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms         
27 July     Quiz  Whitby Bowling Club 2.00pm      
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