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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Peter Cox 
      Secretary:  Rob McLagan 

Committee: 
Vice President:  Diana Paris     Treasurer:  Barb Nichols  
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard     Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Vice Treasure:  Gaye McGill     Vice Secretary:  Ross Moore 
Almoner:  Rob McGovern    
 
MARCH MEETING 
 
This was the last meeting presided over by Len Currie, the first President of the Probus Club of 
Whitby. After welcoming a number of guests to the meeting, Len gave his ‘farewell and thank you’ 
speech to the club.  Having seen himself as a novice as president, he expressed very sincere thanks 
to each committee member, to all the duty groups who had given service making morning tea, setting 
up for each meeting, and running interest groups.  He reminded club members just how quickly the 
120 membership had been met, and of all the great speakers we had been privileged to hear. He 
pointed out how overall it reflected the Probus three f's of fun, friendship and fellowship.  Len’s final 
quip was to thank members for putting up with his jokes – and yes, he finished by telling another! 
 
As Treasurer, Barb presented the Balance Sheet as at 31/12/12, which had been audited, and gave a 
clear explanation regarding the date changes and the impact that had made on listed figures.  She 
reminded members that subs are due at the beginning of April, and they will remain at $20 per 

person. 
 
It was moved and agreed to by all that thanks be sent to Bruce Couch, the Auditor, and that his 
services be used next year. 
 
Given that the average attendance to each meeting is between 70 and 80, it was moved that the 
membership be raised from 120 to 130, on provision that the Whitby Bowling Club agreed.  They have 
been approached and have agreed to the figures of 130. 
 
Peter Cox, the new Club President was then invested, and Len received his Past President pin. 
 
It was a pleasure to see Allan Nichols thank Len for his work as the initial President of the Whitby 
Club.  The AGM was done and dusted in 18 minutes!! 
 
Club Outings:  Diana Paris reminded members of the proposed weekend away on 8,9,10 May with 
the Mana Club, and to contact her if interested. 
 
The last outing Diana arranged was a visit to the National Archives on 21 March. 
Ideas for future visits would be greatly welcomed by Diana so please get in touch with her, or 
remember to speak with her at the next meeting. 
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GUEST SPEAKER FOR THE APRIL MEETING will be Kris Kirk-Burnnand who will 

speak about the Life Education Trust. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you remember that 
wonderful film: 
    “The Sound of Music?”   
 

The singing star was Julie 
Andrews, and when she was to 
turn 79 she sang her version of                     
 ‘My Favourite Things’ 
 
We are of an age where we can 
take the risk and sing it for 
ourselves - with her words of 
course!! 
 
 
 
 
 
(Graham Kelly – where do you get them from?) 

 
 

 
 
 
CLUB MEMBER’S PROFILE FOR MARCH 
 

Val England was the club member who shared highlights of her life, and who raised many a smile in 
the process.  Born in Tasmania in 1926 she was quick to tell us that that made her 87 next month, so 
we would not have to undertake the mental arithmetic. 
 
By 1953 Val was a highly efficient shorthand / typist who worked for a senior partner in a law firm.  It 
was a position in which she gained a great deal of knowledge regarding the law.  As a keen tramper, 
Val tramped all over Tasmania, and in 1953 she decided to come to New Zealand along with a couple 
of other friends, and they planned to tour the country.  Arriving in Auckland on Coronation Day, Val   
and her friends approached the right people at the town hall looking for part time jobs until Christmas 
so Val ended up working in the rates and electoral office.  Tramping still featured in her weekends. 
Christmas of that year saw the three women heading south to Christchurch where they planned to 
walk the Routeburn Track which they were doing on New Year ’s Eve – the time of the Tangiwai 
disaster. 
 
In one of the huts on their journey they met a couple of other trampers – one by the name of Tony 
England!!  Sometime later, whilst walking down the street in Christchurch Val ran into Tony again.  To 
use the old cliché, the rest is history!  They married, had three children and as Tony was involved in 
the banking world they moved five times.  Val’s life, other than tramping has been taken up with 
spinning, weaving, knitting, golf, and she is a keen gardener.  She continued to temp in law offices up 
until ten years ago, and only ceased her tramping endeavours, three years ago.  Having given up golf 

Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting,  
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings,  
Bundles of magazines tied up in string,  
These are a few of my favourite things. 

 
Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses,  
Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,  
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,  
These are a few of my favourite things.  
 
When the pipes leak, When the bones creak,  
When the knees go bad,  
I simply remember my favourite things,  
And then I don't feel so bad.  
 
Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,  
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,  
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring,  
These are a few of my favourite things.  
 
Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinnin',  
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin',  
And we won't mention our short shrunken frames,  
When we remember our favourite things.  
 
When the joints ache, When the hips break,  
When the eyes grow dim,  
Then I remember the great life I've had,  
And then I don't feel so bad!!!! 
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she now plays crochet as it is less exhausting!  Still driving, Val lives in the ‘village’ (which remains 
nameless as we don’t advertise). I don’t think Val will need to sing the version of My Favourite 
Things as shown above! 

 

 

INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 

Do you remember the F motto of Probus?  Fun, fellowship and friendship . . . so technically, 

everyone is a member of each interest group!  Please do not hesitate to join one of the groups 

as there are no membership lists, expectations or obligations.  You will never be denied 

attendance – and you might discover a whole new interest and learn new skills!! 

 

Mah Jong:  Mah Jong is held at the Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00 pm to 3 pm on the third 

Monday of the month.  Players are asked to bring $2 each as a donation to the croquet club.    

(The Croquet club is in Ulric St near the Plimmerton Domain.)  Barb Nichols has offered a 

learners’ group for those who would like to up skill themselves! 

 

500 Cards: will be held at 7 Portage Place, Whitby, on the third Wednesday of the month at 

10am.  (Note: the men recently lost!) 

 

Cinema Group:   The cinema group is able to see a film at the Lighthouse at Pauatahanui on 

the 4
th

 Monday of each month.  You cannot make a booking; you just have to turn up before 

10.30am in order to buy tickets etc and say that you are a Whitby Probus member.  Next 

movie will be on March 25
th

: 10.30am, to see ‘Give It a Year’ 
(Please be courteous and let Barb Nichols know if you plan on attending.) 

 

The Whitby Probus Stitching Group:   Thanks to Jill McDonald who started this little Stitching 

Group. At the present time, they attend their monthly meeting (second Monday of each 

month) from noon to approx. 3.30 - 4.00 pm. They arrive at noon with a contribution of finger 

food to share for lunch, with tea and coffee provided by the hostess for that day, then chat, 

stitch, knit, crochet, etc. They have decided to meet at a different home each month. The April 

meeting will be at 22 Joseph Banks Drive with parking available. If you would like to join, 

please phone Shirley McLaughlin on 234 8664. There is no cost involved in being part of this 

little group. 

 

Dining Out Group:  Their latest outing was to the Pavilion at Days Bay. 

PLEASE NOTE:  David and Marcia Dunnett have volunteered to take over the organisers’ 

role from Peter Cox.   Thank you SO MUCH Peter, for the really great job you did for this 

group last year. 

 

 
ROSTER DUTIES FOR MARCH MEETING 

((Please be there by 8.45 am, if you are in the first 3 groups) 
Setting Up: Margaret Webster, Ian Webster, Dave Kerse, Colin Edwards 
Morning Tea:  Doreen Fleming, Nelda Hotop, Bev Marsden, Gretchen Moore 
Meeters & Greeters:  Margaret Webster, Colin Edwards 
Five to Seven Minute Speakers:  Dave Kerse, Judi Doornbos 
Thanking the Guest Speaker: Ian Webster 
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Club Outings Group:  The March outing organised by Diana Paris was to the National 

Archives in Mulgrave Street.  Please don your thinking caps as to where else the Outing Group 

may venture, and give Diana your ideas. 

 

Photography Group:  Ten people have met in this group and ‘started from scratch.’  Graham 

Craig wishes to keep it at this number for a couple of months so each person can move forward 

without having to start again!  Demand might dictate whether or not the group is offered again. 

 

^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^=^ 

 

BIRTHDAY DRAW:  Lots of hands in the pot for the March birthday draw, that just kept on 

drawing and drawing . . . until finally Graham Craig became the lucky one. 
 
 

PAYMENTS FOR ANNUAL SUSCRIPTIONS 

 

A reminder that you can make payments on line if you so choose.  With the upcoming annual subs 

needing to be paid this is an option you can use. 

 

ASB Bank Limited, North City Branch – Porirua 

PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 

123254  0089053  00  50 

 

If you do make a payment by Direct Credit, please email Barb with details so she will be able to 

make sense of the fortnightly statements. 

 

 
SUBS FOR THE 2013-2014 YEAR ARE DUE EARLY APRIL.  Reminder that the annual subs are $20 and 

the joining fee is $10.  It is important that subs are paid quickly as there are capitation fees to be paid to the 

parent organization by the end of April, and morning teas . . . and birthday rewards . . . 

 

 

  GUEST SPEAKER FOR MARCH 2013   
 

The guest speaker, Taku Parai, was introduced by Tim Sheppard who made very clear, the level of 
respect that Taku has earned as the kaumatua of the Porirua City Council.  Born and bred in Porirua, 
Taku took an active role in the Treaty settlement for Ngati Toa. 
 
There was a very good turnout for this meeting and Taku recognized a number of faces as he began 
to talk.  His initial comment made clear just how much he, as part of the local Iwi, and the City Council 
were determined to work closely together.  As the local Iwi were going nowhere and the Council is set 
in concrete, then it is imperative that honesty and trust be followed!  The focus in the local 
communities is on employment and education. 
 
What followed in Taku’s talk was all encompassing from when the Ngati Toa people came through the 
Pacific from Hawaiiki, in their double-hulled catamarans using Kupe’s co-ordinates. He described his 
ancestors, the areas that were defined for land tenure, and the customs and traditions they brought 
with them.  The original canoe is buried and marked by boulders and even though it is not in the 
current land under Ngati Toa’s care, the knowledge of it, its whereabouts, and knowledge of all of 
Taku Parai’s ancestors have been ‘drummed’ into him by his grandmother.  The point of this being 
that when Taku is asked, “Who are you?” he knows and can relate it. This he did to the amazement of 
the Probus members as he recited his ancestral line back to Te Rauparaha, and beyond. 
 
Te Rauparaha was a strong leader of the Ngati Toa and was renowned as a gardener, a builder, an 
orator, a navigator and demonstrated great strengths on the battlefield as a tactician and a strategist. 
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Taku related the story of how Te Rauparaha moved a whole tribe from Kawhia to Ngati Toa, and just 
what that involved – such as sending gardeners ahead to have crops and food ready.  He explained 
the inter-tribal rule of “defend it or lose it” in regards to the land and that a tribe with existing tenure 
would have seven years to try to get it back. The focus was on the "ability to light your fires and keep 
them burning,” and that is exactly what Te Rauparaha did for the Ngati Toa.  While that may have 
been the law of the day, it is not so today. 
 
The Maori haka that is most often heard at the start of many international games, can be traced back 
to a Ngati Toa ancestor who claimed that “his haka would let his footsteps be heard around the 
world,” and this is indeed what has happened as the haka was the first vehicle to take the Maori 
language to the world, and continues to do so. 
 
Taku covered Ngati Toa’s interaction with the government regarding the Waitangi Tribunal.  While 
some tribes had ‘lumpy starts,’ and there was pain associated with Maori politics, protection, 
participation and partnership issues were aired and resolved for Ngati Toa. As one of the kaumatua 
for his people Taku places great store by his people’s integrity being protected.  He and his people 
want to actively invest in the city of Porirua, they want to work in the community, and look after the 
harbour that so many of us take pleasure in. 
 
The ability to speak so fluently of his people and their history and of their current vision was indeed 
impressive.  It was no wonder that when Bill Moller thanked him that he expressed the wish that Taku 
Parai had been his history teacher as Taku certainly made it come alive. 
 

 
+## +## +## +## +## +## +## +##+ 

 
 

February Outing to the Katherine Mansfield House  
 

Despite a beautiful summer's day the anticipated numbers dwindled from 25 to 6 when we met at 
the 1888 house in Tinakori Road where the internationally famous writer, Katherine Mansfield, was 
born and spent her early years.  
We saw the downstairs living areas which have been restored and contained some of the original 
furniture the family had owned. The wallpaper had been recreated from samples found after peeling 
back the layers of decoration. There were a lot of family photos on the walls signifying that the 
family must have been fairly affluent for those times. In the back room there was a reproduction of 
the dolls’ house that featured in one of her well known stories. There was an original Shacklock coal 
range and lots of kitchen utensils.  
Upstairs there were four bedrooms which were surprisingly large compared with the living space 
downstairs. However the house did accommodate three generations of the family.   After touring 
the house and garden we watched a 50 minute documentary video on the life of Katherine 
Mansfield. All in all a very interesting tour.    
             
                                                                   (Thanks to Diana Paris for both organising the outing and the report.) 

 
 

 
NON ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS  - a friendly reminder that if you are unable to 

attend a monthly meeting there is an expectation that you will be polite and tender 

your apology.  This can be done by a friend giving your apology as they arrive at the 

meeting, or by emailing Ross Moore who will be acting Secretary for the next five 

months.  Ross can be contacted at ross.moore@xtra.co.nz or on 239 9800. 

 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

 

mailto:ross.moore@xtra.co.nz
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*** NEW CLUB PRESIDENT *** 
 

 
As the new club president, Peter Cox reminded members that each of us needs to get involved.  
Why?  Very simply stated it is this: if each of us wants to get something out of the Probus Club, then 
each of us needs to put something in to the Club. 
 
        Peter ended the meeting with some thoughts for those who like to travel. . . . . .  
 
I have been in many places, but I’ve never been in Cahoots.  Apparently, you cannot go alone as you 
have to be in Cahoots with someone. 

I’ve also never been in Cognito.  I hear no one recognizes you there. 
I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I’m not too much into physical activity 
anymore. 

I have also been in Doubt.  That is a sad place to go and I try not to visit there too often. 
I’ve been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm. 

Sometimes I’m in Capable, and I go there more often as I’m getting older. 
One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenalin flowing and pumps up the 
old heart.  At my age I need all the stimuli I can get! 

I love travel; however, I never want to be in Continent!! 
 

 
 

FOR THOSE WHO WILL TRAVEL THIS YEAR 

 

There are a number of members who plan to travel away from NZ this year so do remember 

what Sir Vivian Fuchs said.  “If you actually look like your passport photo you aren’t well 

enough to travel.”  

And Clifton Fadiman prompts you with, “When you travel, remember that a foreign country 

is not designed to make you comfortable.  It is designed to make its own people comfortable.” 

 

++++++++++ 

 
Please remember to email me with anything you would like to have included in the 
newsletter. 
 
Kind regards 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor 


