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Photo thanks to Graham Craig 
 

Next Meeting 4 March 2015 9.30 am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

 President:  Diana Paris 
 Vice-President:  Don Quirk     

 Secretary:   Rob McLagan 

 Treasurer:   Gaye McGill 
 

Committee Members 

Speakers:  Graham Kelly Caring and Welfare:  Len Currie                 

Membership: Annette Craig Club Duties:  Ian Webster 
Newsletter:  Julie McLagan Past-President:  Peter Cox  

 
Apologies please to Rob McLagan phone 2379022 (robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz) 

 

Christmas Luncheon Celebration 
 

It was all festive cheer for the 90+ members who attended.  Annette and Gaye cheerfully ticked us off! 
 

 
 

Graham Kelly’s fingers tickled the ivories and we loved his music.  Thank you Graham.  Tables were 

festive, the bar was open, chatter and laughter aplenty before we sat down for the celebration to start. 
 

      
 

mailto:robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
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Christmas lunch was plentiful and delicious.  Choir master Ross Moore’s warblers led a sing-along of 
Christmas songs and carols.  We all joined in with much gusto.  Smiles all around! 

 

 
 

President Diana kept her joke short and sharp, a timely reminder to those who had frequented the bar … 

 
An elderly lady called 111 on her cell phone to report that her car has been broken into. She was hysterical 
as she explained her situation to the dispatcher: "They've stolen the stereo, the steering wheel, the brake 
pedal and even the accelerator!" 
The dispatcher said, "Stay calm. An officer is on the way." 
A few minutes later, the police officer radioed in.  
Disregard." he said. "She got in the backseat by mistake." 
 

        

Time to note December 2 in your diary for this year’s repeat performance.  The venue is booked!   

February Meeting  

President Diana gave us the bare facts of a story about two painting nuns … 
Two nuns are ordered to paint a room in the convent. The last instruction they receive from the Mother 
Superior is that they must not get even one drop of paint on their habits.  After conferring about this for a 
while, the two nuns decide to lock the door of the room, strip off their habits, and paint in the nude. In the 
middle of the project, there comes a knock on the door. 
"Who is it?" calls one of the nuns.  
"Blind man," replies a voice from the other side of the door. 
The two nuns look at each other and shrug. Deciding that no harm can come from letting a blind man into 
the room, they open the door. 
"Nice boobs." says the man as he steps inside.  “Now, where do you want the blinds?" 
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The Birthday Draw 

Doreen Fleming was so happy to receive the birthday wine, graciously gifted to her by Allan Nichols at our 
Christmas party. 

 

Then came January plus February! 

         
 

And the lucky wine winners from the multitude were … 
 

 
Angus Langbein, John Antliff, Sandra Lockwood, Marcia Dunnett 

 

Club Profile 

Shona Bowman 

“I was born in the Mountain View Maternity Hospital in 
Eltham Taranaki, the first born to Lois and Alec Burke.   
Dad was a cow cockie, as had been his father and 
grandfather, milking 80 cows on 80 acres at Mangatoki.   
This was a time long before stainless steel tanks, rotary cow 
sheds and tankers carrying milk to a centralised milk factory. 
Dad took his milk to the local milk factory, Jersey Dale, in 
milk cans on a cart pulled by Bonnie our horse.  Later Bonnie 
was replaced by a tractor, but I can't remember what 
happened to Bonnie.  I don't remember ever riding Bonnie although Dad would lift me up onto 
one of the cows in the milking stalls, so I guess that makes me a real cow girl.   
I was 14 months old when brother Ian came along and when we were old enough, we would 
help out on the farm.  I remember sitting on the back of a trailer 'feeding out' and thought  
it a laugh when I found Ian's jacket in a hay bale one morning whilst pulling the bales apart.   
We knew he had lost it in the summer and it must have been baled up by the hay baler that we 
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would sit on as it went around the paddock.  On occasions Dad would let me drive the tractor 
until I drove the tractor into a swamp and we had to get my Uncle to pull it out with his 
bulldozer – no OSH in those days! 
I attended Mangatoki School which I loved and there I learnt all about temptation and 
consequences.  I learnt that if you fell to the temptation of mixing glue with the red ink,  
the consequence was painful - the strap. 
Sadly Dad died in 1960 and we moved from the farm into Eltham.  By this time brother Ross  
had joined the family and the morning after Dad’s passing Mum told me that she was expecting 
and in due course Glenda arrived.  The move to Eltham meant that I changed schools and went 
to Eltham School and from there on to Stratford High School.  It must be said that I didn't 
exactly achieve an outstanding level of academic excellence but did well enough to get a job  
in the Eltham office of The Taranaki Electric Power Board.  I really loved this job as it meant  
that I could meet new people and make new friends. 
Christmases were especially memorable.  Eltham was decorated with flags and bunting and  
all the shops had Christmas displays.  Us kids would race around town squirting each other,  
and anyone silly enough to get in range, with our water pistols.  No doubt this would provoke  
an Armed Offenders alert these days – but these were different times. 
Working at the Power Board meant that I had been able to save some money and in the summer 
of 1969 my friend Jill and I decided to book a bus tour of Northland and Bay of Islands.   
We joined the bus tour in Auckland and I met this nice Englishman who was in New Zealand  
on a two year contract.  It was a wonderful holiday but over too soon.  I was determined  
to keep in contact with him so without Mum's knowledge I crept up to the public phone box 
outside Eltham Post Office and rang Roy in Wellington.  Sometimes men need a prod in the right 
direction!  After a long distance courtship we were married in September 1971 and I moved to 
Petone where I got a job as a teller at the ANZ and we started saving for our own home.  
In 1973 with the help of a State Advances loan and a Land and Survey section we built a house 
in Ascot Park. 
October 74 saw the birth of our first son, Kent.  We had no training and were very inexperienced 
parents but with lots of help from neighbours and Plunket, Kent thrived.  We had the joy  
of seeing him grow up, try new things and new experiences.  Like all kids, Kent loved Christmas 
and was (and still is he tells us) a firm believer in Father Christmas.  I was on the Plunket 
Committee for a number of years.  As a fund raiser we would offer parents the opportunity  
to have Father Christmas call at the house on Christmas morning.  Three of the committee 
members’ husbands did this.  Parents gave us a present and Father Christmas would say he  
had forgotten to leave it.  Kent's eyes nearly popped out and his smile almost split his face  
when he saw his idol.  Like many parents we would leave some Christmas cake out for Santa  
and a bowl of water on the balcony for the reindeer.  In the morning some water was spilt  
on to the balcony and a shocked father would call the family to witness where Rudolf had 
piddled on the balcony. 
In September 1977 Andrew came along.  We decided that Roy would bring Kent to the maternity 
hospital and we thought it would help family bonding if Kent gave Andrew one of his soft toys.   
I missed Kent and was looking forward to seeing him again.  Kent walked in, looked at Andrew 
gave him the toy and then said to Roy, “Can we go now?”   I burst into tears ... 
I was so pleased to be a stay-at-home Mum and do things with the boys as they grew up.  I was 
very involved with different committees through the years, especially the local Kindergarten 
committee which I was involved with for 6 years, then moving on to the Wellington Kindergarten 
Association for a number of years.  I always went on school trips which was great as this was 
something that Mum had never done when I was at school.  
By the mid 80s, Kent and Andrew were more independent and were both at school.  I needed  
to do something that would take me out of the house and let me meet people.  I've always been 
good at selling and so selling Rawleigh products door to door seemed to be the answer.   
After a short period working for a Rawleigh Dealer I took on a Dealership and eventually  
built it up to cover Camborne, Whitby, Papakowhai, all of Porirua East and Paparangi.  I loved it 
and still see many of my old customers.  Rawleighs was almost a family tradition for us as the 
husband of one of Mum's cousins was the Rawleigh dealer in Pukerua Bay.  Jack Carpenter, or 
Uncle Jack as we knew him, was a wonderful man.  He and Auntie Beryl were well known and 
liked in the area.  Uncle Jack was known by the locals as 'Whistling Jack' which as he explained 
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was because some of his lady customers would often like to maintain their all over tan in the 
back garden and Jack would whistle a tune when coming around the side of the house to warn 
them to adjust their attire.  “Sometimes,” said Jack with a twinkle in his eye, “I forgot to 
whistle.” 
Sadly with the changing economy more and more women entered the full time workforce and 
the opportunities for door to door selling decreased and eventually I shut down the Dealership.   
 
Kent and Andrew were growing up fast and before we knew it Kent was in the 7th form  
at Aotea College still not sure what he wanted to do.  We promised the boys that we would pay 
for their first three years at University and Kent chose a three year business course at Whitirea 
Polytechnic whereas Andrew chose a Bachelor of Arts degree at Victoria University which meant 
that they could live rent free at home.  They both worked part time at K Mart during this time. 
In 1993 I got a job as an Administration Officer with the Primary School teachers’ union, The 
New Zealand Educational Institute usually known as NZEI.  Boy, what a change from my last 
office job twenty years earlier.  The stencils, typewriters and Gestetners had been replaced by 
computers, faxes and photocopiers. Although we had had computers at home for several years I 
now had to come to grips with these infernal machines. 

 
Roy had had a nasty accident some years 
ago that had left him with a swollen and 
painful ankle.  In March last year he had 
surgery to fuse the ankle joint, the 
operation taking only 2 or 3 hours but the 
recovery time was 3 months of not putting 
any weight on the ankle.  I thought that 
this was my cue to retire and look after 
him.  So in March last year, after 22 years 
with NZEI I retired.  The next milestone for 
me was joining Probus.”   
 

           
                 

                    Roy, Rhiannon, Shona and Cory                         Thank you Shona!  We all loved your talk.   

 

April will bring us Anne Miller. 
 

Guest Speaker  

Michelle Robinson from Partners Porirua on "Developing Youth for the Working World". Business 

partnerships between schools and industry.  Michelle gave us a very thorough and interesting insight into 

the vital, vibrant work of Partners Porirua Charitable Trust, celebrating 15 years this year.   

“The core business of Partners Porirua is bringing together the business world and the education sector. 

Young people need to understand options and make choices about 

their education. They need to understand, for example, that science 

and maths are important subjects for their career options.  We provide 

opportunities for students to undertake special projects with socially 

responsible businesses here in Porirua. We help teachers demonstrate 

a practical application to education by partnering them with 

organisations who use science and technology for profit. The 

opportunities here in Porirua are endless and each year we are amazed 

about the success of the partnerships and their implications.” 

Among the many worthwhile projects Michelle mentioned was the Community Driver Mentor Programme, 

run in partnership with the AA.  Community volunteers spend time beside a learner driver preparing them 

for responsible driving.  Partners Porirua also celebrate success with scholarships, working closely with the 

Porirua City Council on collaborative opportunities such as encouraging young people to influence change 

in the community. Partners Porirua were the worthy winners of the Business Excellence Awards 2013 and 

the Airport Regional Community Award in 2014. 

It was very appropriate for Allan Nichols, founder and Chairman of Partners Porirua to thank Michelle.  
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Guest Speaker for March 

Kim Workman from The Robson Hanan Trust  - “Rethinking Crime and Punishment.” 

Continued Accreditation to Probus South Pacific 

At the February Club meeting, members agreed by resolution to remain accredited to Probus South Pacific 

for the next twelve months. This decision followed a report from the Management Committee which has 

consistently adopted a “wait and see” position in respect to the invitations from Probus NZ Inc to join that 

organisation. 

On behalf of the committee, Secretary Rob McLagan briefly outlined the background to the dispute 

between the two organisations and the current position. He concluded by reporting that the Committee 

could see no compelling reasons to change its position. The members agreed with this view. 

 

Club 2015 Annual General Meeting (to precede the Club Meeting on 4 March) 

The agenda for 2015 Annual General Meeting of The Probus Club of Whitby and the Minutes of the 2014 

AGM accompany this Newsletter. 

 

  

We send our condolences   

  

to Pat McKinlay on the loss of her husband, Jim.  

to the family of Warren Thom who passed away early this week.  

to Dave Lyon on the loss of his wife, Judy 

Activity Reports 

 

Walking Group.  This report from Don Quirk 

“What a fun lot we have in this group. Everybody compatible and a very cheerful, fun bunch of people. 

The fast walkers have been very adventurous and have climbed some of the steeper walkways leading  

off from the lake whilst the slower group have been quite happy just strolling or stepping out 2 to 5 

circuits around the lake. When finishing, the group have been gathering for a coffee, and when the faster 

walkers get their breath back they join in for a chat with the others.  If you are passing Whitby Lakes 

between 9 and 10 am every Tuesday, you now know that the puffing you hear is not from the prevailing 

wind but from a dedicated group of walkers who are improving their fitness, health and quality of life. 

Hope you can join us. Cheers – Don. For further details contact me on 234 7700 or 027 2606306” 

dquirk@xtra.co.nz     

Dine-Out and Outings  Bev the Bard is back! 

“Colin and Bruce came up with the idea 

to try something different to start off the year 

So they asked the club members just to see whether 

there would be support for a combined get together. 

mailto:dquirk@xtra.co.nz


 Page 7 of 9 

 

The weather in January had been unusually hot 

but would you believe it 14 February was not. 

25 of us enjoyed the drive over the hill 

to the Short Straw cafe set in Wallaceville. 

It's constructed of straw bales covered in cement 

where we ate drank and talked to our hearts content. 

The two groups will be separate for the rest of the year 

and the organisers sign off now with a hearty cheer! 

Thanks to all of you for coming.  Hope you enjoyed the outing.” 

Contact details colin@cebus.co.nz and b.m.carson@xtra.co.nz  

  
The Short Straw Cafe Whitemans Valley Wellington 

 

Outings 

" A small number of members went on what had been referred to as “Plan B" - a second outing for the 

month of February. This time it was to the Air New Zealand exhibition at Te Papa. It really was a most 

interesting presentation of 75 years of the Airline and was made more so by having Derek McDonald with 

us who had been an aeronautical engineer and had worked for NAC for many years.  Nearly two hours 

went by very quickly and we would highly recommend the exhibition to members.  It will continue until 

early June.  There is no entrance charge.   Don't miss it.”  Bruce and Margaret  Carson 

 

 

 

 

500 Cards 

“Only 7 people at the cards this month with holidays and other events happening.  Nevertheless we had a 

lot of fun and some really good hands appeared.  Look forward to next month and please remember 

everyone is welcome but not 130 on the same day!”  Allan Nichols nichols@xtra.co.nz 

  

Mah Jong 

“Two good attendances this last month and everyone seems to be enjoying the games and company. 

Next meetings are 2nd March (apologies from me for this meeting) and 16 March.  Any new members who 

wish to join us are most welcome. 1.00 p.m. at the Croquet Club in Ullrich Street, Plimmerton.” 

Barb Nichols  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

 

Golf 

The big event is next week, 2nd March with 4 teams entered in the Probus Golf Tournament at Te Marua.  

12.30pm start.  Morning tea from 11.30am. 

Our club teams will be playing under the following highly competitive names: 

‘The Sureshank Redemptions’, captain Barbara Nichols 

‘Tiger’s Team’, captain Bev Lillico 

‘The Fantasies of the Greens’, captain Annette Craig 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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‘Weapons of Grass Destruction’ ,captain Sue Couch 

We will let you know which major prizes we win!                Allan Nichols nichols@xtra.co.nz 

Photography 

Here are the two photos which reached the finals of the recent Probus Photo Competition.  Congratulations 

photography club leader Graham Craig, and participant, Doris Smith respectively. 

                               
 

Graham Craig filed this report.  “We had a lively meeting last Wednesday with six members present.  We 

discussed what members wish to do at future meetings.  In the summer months the preference is for field 

trips.  The meeting on Wednesday, 25 March, will be a visit to the Te Ara Piko Walkway – the pathway 

around the Pauatahanui Inlet.  The following meeting will probably be to Plimmerton Beach/shoreline.” 

Genealogy 

“The first meeting for the year of the Genealogy group will be held at the National Library, Molesworth 

Street, Wellington next Tuesday 3rd March at 2.00pm.  We will be shown around the Library and have all 

its services explained to us by staff member Margaret whom we will meet in the Ground Floor Foyer at 

2.00pm.   It will be a 2 hour visit.  Those wishing to do so can stay on after the visit to undertake their 

own research using the library’s very extensive facilities.  We will also be provided with information on the 

resources of the Alexander Turnbull Library and the National Archives. 

Please note:  The next few monthly meetings of the group will be held at 2.00pm on the first Tuesday of 

each month in the genealogy section of the Porirua Library.”   

All Club members, whether part of our Genealogy group or not, are welcome to join in the visit.  If you 

wish to do so, please advise either Lenora Jones (phone 2355252) or Rob McLagan (phone 2379022). 

 Cinema 

“Fourteen members thoroughly enjoyed “Paddington” in January. 

A record number of 26 people went to see ‘Selma’ on Monday 23rd February. Great to see Aileen and 

Margaret join us for the first time.  An interesting movie for its historical content, but some found it rather 

violent! 

The March movie will be at The Lighthouse on 16 March at 10.00am (for 10.30am showing) and we will be 

seeing ‘The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel’. The shorts look very funny and hopefully the film will be as 

amusing as the first one. 

I have made enquiries with the Lighthouse about whether they could provide perhaps smaller lunches – 

sandwiches etc as we are finding Ground Up quite busy and wonder if lunch at The Lighthouse would 

attract more people to stay and have room to socialise. The Manager has been away so as yet I do not 

have a response but will keep everyone updated.”    Barb Nichols nichols@xtra.co.nz 

 

Club Duties – March Roster 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, please arrange a substitute.     

Here is the club duty roster for the March meeting: 

Setting up:  Jill Merrick, Angus Langbein, Bob Merrick, Lindsay McIsaac 

Meeters and Greeters: Jill Merrick, Angus Langbein   Please note: The two persons listed for each 

month as the Meeters and Greeters help to set up.  They then move to be on the door by 9.05am, tick off 

all those who have arrived before that time, greet all arrivals.  

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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The Meeters and Greeters also take a note of the birth dates for that month for the Birthday Draw and 

provide the secretary with a list of guests at the start of the meeting. 

Morning Tea:  Valerie Hellberg, Sue Gore - to assist the two co-ordinators at morning tea time 

Introduce Speaker:  Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker:  Annette Craig 

Dates for our Diaries 

02 March   Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00pm 

02 March   Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.30am 

02 March   Golf Tournament – Te Marua 12.30pm start.  Morning tea from 11.30am 

03 March   Genealogy Group National Library 2.00pm 

4 March     Probus Club of Whitby AGM followed by Club Meeting   

16 March   Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00pm 

16 March   Cinema  ‘The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel’  Lighthouse Pauatahanui   10.00am 

18 March   500 Club   7 Portage Place 10.00am 

25 March   Photography Group 12 Exploration Way, Whitby at 9.30am.                

01 April     Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 

 

President Diana concluded the meeting on a very deflating note!                            

A husband and wife are getting ready for bed. The wife is standing in front of a full length mirror taking a 

hard look at herself. 

"You know, love" she says, "I look in the mirror and I see an old woman. My face is all wrinkled, my boobs 

are barely above my waist, my bum is hanging out a mile. I've got fat legs and my arms are all flabby" She 

turns to her husband and says..... "Tell me something positive to make me feel better about myself" 

He thinks about it for a bit and then says, "Well......there's nothing wrong with your eyesight". 
 

The end … 

 

 

Editor  Julie McLagan  phone 2379022   

           jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz 

mailto:jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz

