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Next Meeting 2 March 2016 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
Apologies please to Annette Craig (annette@angnz.com) 

 
Committee Members 

President  Don Quirk Ph  234 7700 Guest Speakers  Graham Kelly   Ph 234 8825 

Past-President  Diana Paris Ph  234 7683 Newsletter  Julie McLagan Ph 2379022 
Vice-President  Julie McLagan Ph  237 9022 Club Duties  Ian Webster Ph 4 902 4818 

Secretary   Annette Craig Ph  234 7558 Member  Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 
Treasurer   Gaye McGill Ph  238 9904 Member Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 

Caring/Welfare  Norma Withers    Ph  238 4222 

February Meeting 

                                   

A beautiful morning for our last meeting but no selfie from our photographer Colin Edwards who welcomed us 

along with Jill Merrick.  So I found this delightful “little Jilly” photo with a message for us all. 

                  “Don’t let people discourage you.  Just fluff out your tutu and dance away.” 

President Don was in good form, sharing a story in his inimitable way … 

“A group of senior Probus members were sitting around at Muffin Break talking about their ailments.   

"My arms have got so weak I can hardly lift this cup of coffee," said one old boy.  
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"Yes, I know," said another. "My cataracts are so bad, I can't even see 

my coffee." 

A third person said, "I couldn't even mark an "X" at election time 

because my hands are so crippled."            "What? Speak up! What? I 

can't hear you,” said one elderly lady. 

Another added, "I can't turn my head because of the arthritis in my 

neck.”  

Several nodded weakly in agreement.  

"My blood pressure pills make me so dizzy!" exclaimed another.  

Another quipped in "I forget where I am and where I'm going,"  

"Well I guess that's the price we pay for getting old," winced an old 

man as he slowly shook his head.             

The others all nodded in agreement. 

"Well, count your Blessings," said a woman cheerfully.  “Thank God at 

least we can all still drive.” 

The Birthday Draw 

 

 

Two draws to cover January and February birthdays.  What a happy hopeful line-up!  Congratulations to Andrea 

and Pat Hobden who can toast each other with their winnings!      

 

Club Profile Speaker 

Bruce Menzies entertained us with his dry humour as he spoke off the 

cuff about some of the highlights of his life to date.  Your editor who has 

known Bruce, his lovely wife, Jeanette and their family for many years 

just sat there smilingly enthralled. Ooops!  What hard work it was to 

glean this info from Bruce for you to enjoy all over again!  Thanks heaps 

Bruce! 

“Married for 48 yrs. to the lovely Jeanette, 3 kids, 9 grandchildren, one 

great grandchild. Naturally all gifted. This illusion shattered when one of 

my grandsons was asked by headmaster to think of something he was 

good at and replied, “Very good at picking my nose.” 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwituafD6JPLAhVELaYKHTuDCssQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/o/old_folks.asp?addtocart%3Dyes%26catref%3Dkscn3503%26artistadd%3Dschley, karsten&psig=AFQjCNHRZhACHFvQX34Kd2qLqrnO-MInlw&ust=1456520441554225
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I was born in Wellington but quickly saw the light and moved to Christchurch when I was 4.  School in 

Christchurch at FOS (Fendalton Open Air School) with classrooms on turntables.  Then on to Papanui High.  

We lived on the other side of the tracks in Bryndwr.  Mates in Fendalton had tennis courts, cricket nets, pool 

rooms, swimming pools, servants. Those were different days.  Stay out till dark, cycle everywhere.  

Christchurch was still a class society in those days.  Three question you were generally asked , “What school did 

you go to?  What school did your father go to?  Were you on the first four ships?” 

I spent a good deal of my time playing sport - rugby, rowing and athletics. 

Career.  I started off in the Department of Civil Aviation “Air Radio” (after completing training with the air force 

at Wigram)  Worked at Mechanics Bay, Auckland City, Nandi Airport and Christchurch Airport. 

Fiji was an interesting time.  It was the last days of white colonial rule.  I had a ‘boy’ assigned to look after my 

every need.  My boy was about 50 assigned to a young lad from Christchurch!  I could never get used to it so 

most of the time I sent him home.  

On the way back from Fiji I was involved in the crash at Wellington Airport when NZBO City of Dunedin ran off 

the end of the runway.  The initial tension was broken up by a guy shouting, “That will be half a crown from 

everyone for amusement tax!” 

I returned to work at Harewood Airport, then was posted to Wellington where I joined NAC in aircraft 

movements.  From there on to Teal/Air NZ in reservations, then booking office and promoted to fares specialist   

- not bad for a bloke who only got 17 in school cert maths!  Promoted again to sales rep. 

Whilst in booking office I was approached by MI 5 and asked to become trainee spy.  I undertook courses in 

the art of espionage!!  What I found amusing was having to fill in an iR12 tax form listing “ spy”.  If I tell you 

any more I will have to kill you. 

I joined Australian Airlines as Sales and Marketing Manager, until I was made redundant with the merger with 

Qantas.  Both Air New Zealand and Australian Airlines were keen on continued training for their employees.  I 

remember courses all over the world.  On one course in London I met a Swiss guy who did time and efficiency 

studies for SAS.  He told me he had completed most of his study and just had to ride on one of their aircraft.  

That flight was a DC9 with 2 toilets in the rear.  He was sitting in the last row and noticed a German women 

place her young son in one loo and then use the other one. The boy finished quickly and returned to his seat.  

My friend decided he needed to relieve himself. The German lady came out and thinking her young son was still 

in the loo knocked on the door and whispered, “Don’t forget to shake your willy.”  My mate was able to report, 

“My God, those Swiss think of everything.” 

Another course I remember going on was I believe just a reason to sell a time and motion diary.  It cost the 

airline about a thousand dollars per person.  Anyway on returning home to Wellington I decided to the give the 

plan a shot.  Basically the idea was to split your day into coloured time slots red, blue and green time. Green 

time was downtime to develop a better life style, so on returning home I met my son at the door and asked 

“ Steven, how was your day at school?  How’s mother?”  To which he turned and shouted, “Hi Mum, Dad’s 

home and he’s pissed again!” 

Then, with two other guys, started our own travel marketing company, which was successful for 12 years, then 

with 9/11 lost a lot of dough.  I decided it was time to retire.” 

Thank you Bruce!   An amusing insight into a life so well lived thus far. 

 

March - No profile speaker as we shall have the Club AGM 

April   - Roy Bowman 

May    - Diana Paris 

June   - Will it be you?  You are among interested friends.  Please volunteer before you feel a smilingly gentle 

tap on your shoulder  

Guest Speaker – Ken Douglas 

We all settled back in happy anticipation to hear much loved and respected local identity Ken Douglas share 
with us his views on “Challenges Facing the Future – Citizens’ Rights and Responsibilities".   We were not 

disappointed.  Ken held our attention as he explored possible scenarios we shall be facing in the future, and 
possible decisions that can be made now to improve the future of Porirua, our beautiful multi-cultural city. 

Ken will not be seeking election at the 2016 Local Body elections, after 18 years as a Porirua City Councillor.  
This gives him the opportunity to reflect on important issues in our community in the context of the wider 

groups and organisations in our society.  
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As a preamble to his talk, Ken handed out a copy of an 

interview given by Dr Gerry Wall MP for Porirua to the 

‘Dominion’ dated September 27th. 1972. The article outlined  

the significant deficiencies in the planning for the quite massive 

Housing development of the city.    

“It was essentially a copy of similar developments for major 

Ministry of Works construction projects in the South and North 

Islands.  The main objective was to provide state housing for 

workers and their families to work in the expanding 

manufacturing sectors of the Hutt Valley and the growing 

Government administration and state services of Wellington.   

Its priority was simply to provide a place to sleep.  

 Ever since that time elected Councils for Porirua have been confronted with overcoming this “historical deficit”. 

Social supports/Health /Education and every aspect of community life has as a consequence been crippled by 

short term thinking imposed to minimise rate increases for property owners.  Porirua is quite unique in its 

population mix.  It has the youngest demographic of any city in NZ. 

My concern is that, now confronted with further major change. 

  -  Transmission Gully and the link roads plan 

  -  The Northern Growth plan plus the encircling of our North and South boundaries by rapid housing     

developments      

  -  Ensuring that our CBD does not become a centre for stagnation. 

  -  Affordability/sustainability and planning past what we have now for the next 20-30 years. 

Short term thinking has imposed the bridge access to and egress from our City.  It is a disaster NOW .  

What to do?  Regional amalgamation.  Porirua should initiate discussion with Wellington City NOW.  

We need the strength of the Wellington CBD as a positive contributor to the business focus moving from south 

to north.  It’s time to face up to stark reality that without central Government funding our “historical legacy “ 

will strangle us.  We will go broke! 

 

Silver bullets that get floated out of Wellington need to be vigorously contested.    

The Airport expansion.  Rate payer $$ to guarantee income for Singapore Airlines to fly here. 

Subsidising professional rugby (or other sports teams) are just some of the issues.  

 

A more fundamental concern is the continuing pillage of rate payers by the GST obligation on Rates. 

Double taxation!  All the political parties refuse to remove this theft. 

And it gets worse.  The Wellington whiz kids want to impose rates contribution being set by appointees and 

unelected officials! 

I am geriatric enough to recall that this was the issue that sparked the American Civil War. No Taxation without 

Representation.   

Let the war begin. From my Drivers Union days I learnt a very important lesson . “It’s the squeaky wheel 

that gets the grease.”   

Kia kaha.” 

 

Thank you Ken!  Much to ponder and further sharpen our interest in decisions taken on our behalf.  

                                                         

Guest Speaker for March  - Dr Swee Tan 

We shall have the opporitunity to meet Dr Swee Tan and to hear first hand 

about his ground breaking team research.  Dr Swee Tan is the Founder and 

Executive Director of the GMRI which some members were privileged to visit 

last year.  Involved with plastic surgery for over 25 years, both as a highly 

skilled surgeon and a world-renowned researcher, Dr Tan has a particular 

focus on addressing disfiguring and life-threatening conditions by 

understanding them at a cellular and molecular level. 

His research has achieved international acclaim. 
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Club Activities 

Cinema 

“This month we went to see “The Lady in the Van’ starring Maggie Smith.  I think that while at times the movie 

was a bit slow moving, Maggie Smith’s performance was as always outstanding. We had a record number of 

attendees - about 37, so that was great to see. 

Next month the cinema outing will be on 3rd MONDAY 21ST MARCH  as the usual 4th Monday is Easter . We meet 

from 10.am for a 10.30 screening at The Lighthouse Cinema in Pauatahanui.   

We will be watching the highly acclaimed NZ film ‘Mahana’ , inspired by Witi Ihimaera’s novel ‘Bulibasha’.  

‘Mahana’ is director Lee Tamahori’s first film on local soil since a very different family tale - 1994's ‘Once Were 

Warriors’. ‘Mahana’ debuted at the 2016 Berlin Film Festival. As always all our members and those on the 

waiting list are welcome.  Just need to turn up at the theatre and buy a ticket. No bookings required.”  

Thank you Barb for this report.  nichols@xtra.co.nz   Ph 234 8415 

Dine Out 

Absolutely beautiful day weatherwise for the 

first lunch outing of the year so a few of us 

travelled by train to Paekakariki.   Those who 

were hampered by limbs in plaster or walking 

sticks (4 at one table alone) took their vehicles 

and used the ramp into the restaurant which 

helped access.  Two tables of 11 so plenty of 

chatter and laughter plus good food.  We noted 

that the fish and chips were as popular as usual 

but a good variety offered off the menu and 

blackboard. 

 

Next dine out is Wednesday 9 March 12:15pm at 

Jackson St Café in Petone 

Colin and Bev  - 234 1090 or bev@cebus.co.nz  

If you would like to take over organising the Dine 

Out for 2016, please contact Bev or Colin.  They 

have done a marvellous job to date.  Their 

efforts on behalf of us all are much appreciated. 

 

                                          

 

 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:bev@cebus.co.nz
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Outings 

“Alas, it was no go for Sweet Pea when small numbers were confirmed.  So we opted for the Oranje Cafe in 

Plimmerton.  We swapped lies and told stories that we had all heard before but had forgotten to remember. 

Well  that's how I saw it.  Nice place for coffee with good company.”   

Thank you Derek McDonald for being team leader and furnishing this report. 

In March we are exploring several options instead of the rather expensive Waiararapa expedition.  Details at the 

meeting on Wednesday.  Put a ring around Thursday 17 March (St Pat’s Day).   

500 Club 

“As always we will meet on the 3rd Wednesday – 16th March at 7 Portage Place, Whitby at 10.00 am.  

The contests between the male and female players are always fierce but amusing!”   

Allan nichols@xtra.co.nz  Ph 234 8415 

Mah Jong 

“We had 10 people playing at our last meeting and we have restarted our ‘after game cuppa’ which was great 

as it gave us all a chance to have a chat. Our meetings next month will be on 7th and 21st March at the Croquet 

Club at 1.00 p.m.  The meeting on the 21st will clash with cinema outing next month but I am sure there will be 

some keen members who will be able to do both!  Any other members wishing to play Mah Jong are welcome 

to join us.”   Contact Barb nichols@xtra.co.nz   Ph 234 8415 

Walking 

“What a genuine friendly group participate on Tuesdays.  One of the great benefits of walking is the goodwill 

and light-hearted rapport among those that attend. If you want to get to know and meet new people and enjoy 

exercise at the same time then join us from 9 – 10 am every Tuesday at Whitby Mall. Those who are on the 

waiting list to join Probus are also welcome to participate in our group.  

Whitby Walking Group every Sunday 9 am until 10 am. We have up to 20 members in this group but of course 

not all attend every week. Again those that participate are a genuine friendly bunch that understand the 

importance of exercise being beneficial for a healthier lifestyle. Anybody is welcome to join us.”   

Contact Don phone 234 7700 or 0272606306  dquirk@xtra.co.nz 

Golf 

“We have a team entered for the tournament organised by a Probus Club in the Hutt and they will be playing 

on 7th March,” reports Allan Nichols. “Watch this space for outstanding results!”  

nichols@xtra.co.nz  Ph 234 8415 

Photography 

“The wind blew the photographers back 

home this month but beautiful photos 

from former expeditions remain on file to 

remind us of the considerable talent 

among us.  Hopefully there will be better 

photo weather for next month’s 

expedition scheduled for 30 March, last 

Wednesday of the month.”   

Graham Craig graham@angnz.co.nz  

 

   

    

 

 

 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:dquirk@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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A reminder – All our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

 

                                     *************************************** 

Duty Roster for March Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  

Room Set Up   Jeanette Menzies, Bruce Menzies, Julie McLagan, Jill Merrick. Please meet for an 8.45am start. 

Meeters and Greeters   At 9.05am, the first two names on this list move to the front door to welcome people, 

mark the attendance roll check for apologies, sort the counters for the birthday draw. 

Morning Tea     June Campbell-Tong and Sue Gore (to assist the two co-ordinators at morning tea time only). 

Guest Speaker     Dr Swee Tan 

Introduced by     Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker    Allan Nichols 

Dates for our Diaries 

01 March    Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 
02 March    Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 

07 March    Golf Tournament  Lower Hutt Allan Nichols has details 
07 March    Mah Jong   Croquet Club 1.00pm 

09 March    Dine-Out Jackson Street café Petone 12.15pm 
16 March    500  7 The Portage, Whitby 10.00am 

17 March    Outing Details to be confirmed 

21 March    Cinema  ‘Mahana’  Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am 
21 March    Mah Jong   Croquet Club 1.00pm 

30 March    Photography Venue tbc 
06 April      Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms         
 

                         ******************************************** 

                                                            

Arthur is 90 years old. He’s played golf every day since his 

retirement 25 years ago. One day he arrives home looking 

downcast. “That’s it,” he tells his wife. “I’m giving up golf. My 

eyesight has gotten so bad that once I’ve hit the ball, I can’t see 

where it went.” 

His wife sympathises and makes him a cup of tea. As they sit down, 

she says, “Why don’t you take my brother with you and give it one 

more try.” “That’s no good,” sighs Arthur. “Your brother’s a 

hundred and three. He can’t help.” 

“He may be a hundred and three,” says the wife, “but his eyesight is perfect.” So the next day, Arthur heads off 

to the golf course with his brother-in-law. He tees up, takes an almighty swing, and squints down the fairway. 

He turns to the brother-in-law. “Did you see the ball?” 

“Of course I did!” replies the brother-in-law. “I have perfect eyesight.” 

“Where did it go?” asks Arthur. 

“I don’t remember.” 

                            ****************************************************** 

Quote to ponder:  

 
“The friend who can be silent with us in a moment of despair or confusion, who can stay with us in an hour of 
grief and bereavement, who can tolerate not knowing, not curing, not healing and face with us the reality of 
powerlessness, that is a friend who cares.”   
 

Henri J M Nouwen must have been a very wise man! 

 

http://probus.angnz.com/

