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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Len Currie 
Secretary:  Barb Nichols 
 

Committee: 
Vice President:  Peter Cox 
Treasurer:  Barb Nichols 
Speakers:  Tim Shepherd 
Outings:  Diana Paris 
Almoner:  Rob McGovern 
Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
 
The President:  It was an interesting start to the May meeting as our club president, Len 
Currie, managed to get his badge of office caught as he stood up. (He will need to remember 
that it is not a good way to lose height quickly!)  He inducted two new members which now 
brings the club’s membership to 119. Members appreciated Len’s humour when he pointed 
out that we, as Senior Citizens, are the leading carrier of aids – hearing aids, visual aids, 
walking aids, medical aids - and worst of all HIV.  Simply stated this was ‘hair is vanishing.’  
No aids needed for humour, please note. 

 

 
 
 
Speakers: Tim Sheppard indicated that the club’s guest speaker for June will be Don 
Campbell, Principal of Whitireia Polytechnic.  Tim pointed out that there were other 
speakers in the pipeline for later meetings. He would be interested to hear from you 
if you have suggestions to make as to people who may have topics of interest to 
club members, and would be willing to speak. 

 
ROSTER DUTIES FOR JUNE MEETING 

((Please be there by 8.45 am) 
Setting Up:  Alan Barkus, Priscilla Isaacs, Gill Barkus, Peter Cox 
Morning Tea:  Pauline Rob, Gaye McGill, Maria Miller 
Meeters & Greeters: Alan  Barkus, Pauline Rob 
Thanking the Speaker: Bronwyn Macfarlane 
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Birthday draw winner:  And the winner out of the six May birthdays was . . .  Ian Webster. 
We hope you enjoyed the celebrations. 

 
INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 

Walking Group:  On June 14th, meet at Palmers Garden Centre at  9 am.  The 

walk will be up towards Pukerua Bay (beside SH1) and hopefully you will walk 

back along the railway line, and then go to Palmers for a coffee.  Walk should 

take one hour, plus. Parking:  At the entrance into Palmers, turn right over the 

little bridge and park beside the Plimmerton Domain. 

 

Mah Jong: Please remember that Barbara Nicholls is away so in June you will 

need to go to Sue Couch’s place at 21 Lanyon Place – phone 234 8572.  A phone 

call ahead of time so she will know how many tables to set up, would be 

appreciated. 

 

**##**##**##**##**##**##** 

 
ASSISTANCE REQUIRED One of our club members is making a plea to other 
members of the Whitby Probus Club, to help out once a year.  If you have the 
qualifications to assist with auditing the accounts for the Plimmerton Croquet Club in 
2013 and beyond, please contact Charlie Stobert on 233 1482.  There will be 
payment made for this service and at most the job will take less than 6 hours. 
 

**##**##**##**##**##**##** 

 
April’s Three Minute Speakers 

 
Sue Couch.  Born in Dunedin, Sue was the second eldest of five children.  Her childhood 
memories raised knowing smiles when she mentioned things like travelling 15 miles in the 
school bus, being addicted to fabric because of her mother’s work, and her dad saying that 
girls got married so she could not train to be a librarian!  Working for the Post Office Sue 
went from typing 2 words a minute to, six months later, typing 120 words a minute. She did 
the first direct dial to Australia which featured on TV1.  Eventually Sue sat the supervisors’ 
exam, was the first woman to pass and went on to be the first woman trainer at telegraph 
school.   At one stage she even went to Newlands College as an adult student! Enjoying 
change in her part-time working life Sue had a number of jobs which included working for 
BP, Hansard and the Speaker of the House, and KPMG learning and development. Married 
to Bruce for 41 years she is a proud grandmother of 5 grandchildren.  Sue decided to leave 
work after going through three family bereavements as life is just far too short. 
 
Annette Craig.  Annette was born in Auckland, the fourth of five children.  At age two her 
family shifted to Waihi where her dad took over the family dairy farm.  All schooling was in 
Waihi and Annette’s first job was with the rates department in the Waihi Council office.  
When ‘mature male’ locals came in with questions they would not talk to her but wanted 
someone older.  The irony was that the older person would then have to ask Annette what 
the answers were!  She met Graham and married him so she would no longer have to milk 
the cows!   
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The Waihi Indoor Basketball Club was set up by Graham with Annette’s help as she became 
the secretary and treasurer.  This became such a popular activity that it had to be extended 
to two nights a week.  A move to Auckland for seven years and then a return to Waihi 
because of Graham’s work, which after nine months, saw them move again, this time to 
Wellington.  Annette did several part-time jobs before working full time for 15 years.  Full 
time work helped put their two sons through university, one as a vet and the other in Parks, 
Recreation & Tourism Management.  Current passions for Annette continue to be sport, with 
recent golf lessons ensuring starting the right way, cooking and gardening. 
 
Bruce Carson.  Born in Dunedin and an only child, Bruce claims to have been raised by 
women as his dad was fighting in the WW2.  He claims to have done okay as he played in 
both the 1st Fifteen and the 1st Eleven!  Nineteen years ago saw Bruce move to live in 
Whitby. His working life was related to the  motor industry and he began working for the 
Dominion Motors which at that time was a family company.  In 1970 Morris was joined by 
Austin which guaranteed them one third of the market.  The Honda franchise was then set 
up.  Bruce spent 36 years in the same job and was the Chief Executive of the NZMC. This 
gentleman has very strong second strings to his bow as he claims to have singing in his 
blood. In 1970 he came second in the Mobile Song Quest when it was played on Radio NZ. 
In 1979 he sang with the first National Youth Choir.  A member of the Orpheus Choir he 
sang solos with them for 18 years. Bruce sang with a number of choral societies in NZ, in 
400 concerts, playing 40 opera roles.  It is an amazing list not only of participation, but also 
of support for the administrative side of the arts for the Orpheus Choir, the Wellington City 
Opera and the National Youth Choir. 
 
 

TEASE  TASTE  BUDS BY  TRYING  THIS 

TUNA DIP      
(This is a really nice dip – courtesy of Annette Craig) 

 
Preferably make the day before and chill in fridge overnight as this allows the flavours to 
develop.  
 
Ingredients: 
 
2  size 7 eggs – hardboiled, shelled, cut in half 
1  185g tin of tuna, in brine, drained. 
  (Reserve the tuna liquid in case the dip is slightly dry once mixed and needs 
  moistening a little further)  
¼ cup   salad dressing  (Best Foods Mayonnaise)  

1 tbs  tomato sauce 
1 tbs  lemon juice 
1 tsp  lemon rind - grated 
1 tsp  Worcestershire sauce 
1 tbs  snipped chives /  parsley 
2  gherkins – chopped 
 
Method: 

 

  Place all ingredients into a food processor (with steel blade) and process until the 
dip looks uniform and no large pieces of egg are distinguishable. 

 If mixture looks a little dry, add some of the reserved tuna liquid, and whiz a little to 
mix in. 

 Chill the dip before serving. 

 Enjoy! 
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Thought for the month . . . . . .    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guest Speaker for the May Meeting was  ELIZABETH COLUZZI from Mana Recovery. 
 
It’s hard to know just where to start reporting on the many things that Elizabeth spoke about.  
She is clearly a young woman who is passionate about what she does, not only in terms of 
the environmental outcomes that benefit Porirua, but also for the incredible social outcomes 
and the mental wellbeing of those employed. 
 
Coming from Australia three and a half years ago, on an 18 month contract, Elizabeth met 
her now husband and is in love with NZ (as well) as she thinks it is wonderful.  Her work with 
Mana Recovery has continued and has seen a number of awards being won for the 
achievements which are based on a business model that has both social outcomes and 
green/environmental benefits. 
 
Trash Palace has been contracted out by Porirua City Council to Mana Recovery and this is 
one of the focal points for the honing of personal skills of the workers, vocational training, 
and for those with jobs at Trash Palace, to sell items from environmental recycling.  With the 
closure of Porirua Psychiatric Hospital in 1996 there were difficulties moving trainees to paid 
employment so Mana Recovery has come into its own in this regard as the core reason for 
its establishment was helping those with an intellectual disability or those who had an 
extreme severity of illness.  
 
Mana Recovery is a not for profit charity with 25% coming from the DHB, 10% from the PCC, 
3% from MSD.  The rest is self-funded and all contracts are focused around sustainability. 
 
Working with trainees involves: reading and writing, shopping, art, practical skills around 
recycling, and a grounds maintenance crew.  “Recovery” means not only as it is related to 
people but also to the landfill.  The closing of the landfill was to have been 2012 but some 
credit must go to Mana Recovery, that that has been extended to 2025/2030. 
 
A great example of a recycling exercise undertaken by Mana Recovery, was the fact that 
200 delegates at Te Papa each had a bag made from recycled vinyl.  (This fabric takes 
100,000 years to break down.)   
 
Maybe you would like to drive by Bothamley Park in Porirua, and have a look at the work 
that is being done by the ground crew as part of Mana Recovery.  Slowly but surely this area 
for recreation is regaining some of its former glory. 
 

PEACEFUL PEOPLE 
 

Knowing someone peaceful is the next best thing to peace, 
When your mind is tired and anxieties increase, 
It is good to be with someone of repose and quiet ways, 
Who brings a sense of restfulness into the restless days. 
Who know how to be silent without being wrapped in gloom,  
And who can speak and yet retain the stillness of the room! 
May quiet personalities in this loud world increase, 
For knowing someone peaceful is the next best thing to peace. 
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In a few words, the recipe for the success is: “Provide meaningful community services 
through business initiatives that increase employment opportunities for our trainees and also 
benefits our environment is a recipe for success for Mana Recovery.”  
 
 Having listened to Elizabeth’s beliefs and hearing her motivation I think both of these 
contribute to the recipe of success for Mana Recovery. 
 

+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*#+*# 
 
 
Probus Dine-Out report – courtesy of Peter Cox 
  
Eleven brave souls weathered a cold wet day on 9 May to enjoy lunch at the Roundabout Restaurant 
in Tawa. It was an excellent meal, great company and I’m sure all eleven were talking at the same 
time on occasions – no we cannot blame the wine!! It was a very busy restaurant. The group agreed it 
was a great opportunity to better acquaint each other with names and faces. Should we do something 
similar …… oh yes, so…….. 
 
The next dine-out will be in Paraparaumu on Wednesday 13 June at the Mediterranean Food 
Warehouse at 12.15pm. If you use your Gold card and travel by train it is only a short 5 min walk 
from the station to the restaurant. It will be a ‘p’ menu……Pizza or Pasta. The small pizza $14.90 and 

large $19.90, or you can enjoy a range of pasta with their Wednesday special 2 for the price of 1 
($17.90). So find a meal-mate and it’s a meal for less than $9. A board will be available at the meeting 
on June 6 for those interested to reserve a seat. Enquiries to Peter Cox 237 6642 or 
alisonpete@xtra.co.nz. 
 
 
 
GREAT!  I am delighted that there are inclusions in this newsletter from other club members so 
please keep them coming.  Even a ‘good taste’ joke would be appreciated! 

 
Kind regards 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor   
 
 

mailto:alisonpete@xtra.co.nz

