
1 
 

 
 

The PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
CLUB NUMBER: 9003945 

Meets 1st Wednesday at 9:30am 
Whitby Bowling Club 

 
President:  Peter Cox 

                 Secretary:  Rob McLagan 
Committee 
Vice President:  Diana Paris                        Treasurer:  Barb Nichols 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard           Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Acting Treasurer:  Gaye McGill           Evacuation/Safety:  Ian Webster 
Almoner:  Len Currie                                                           
 

NOVEMBER MEETING 
 

Club President 
 It is always good when visitors to the monthly meeting are welcomed, and there were three 
for the November meeting. President Peter welcomed Mike and Dinia Allen who are prospective 
members, and also extended a welcome to Graham Black, the brother of June Campbell-Tong. 
 As only Peter can, he spoke of an elderly couple (not prospective members!) who had been 
going out together for five years.  The time came when the gentleman proposed, and to his great 
delight the proposal was accepted.  However, when the next morning dawned he was dismayed at 
not being able to recall whether she had said yay or nay.  Feeling very embarrassed he phoned her 
and when he explained, was told that she remembered saying yes to someone, but not to whom! 
 A new member, Anne Bennison, was introduced to the Club by Barb Nichols. Anne was born 
in Scotland but has spent 40 years in New Zealand.  She has been, and is, a kilt maker of some repute 
and has made kilts for the Royal Family . . . Peter welcomed Anne and inducted her as a new 
member to The Probus Club of Whitby.  A very warm welcome ANNE BENNISON, to The Probus 
Club of Whitby. 
 
Almoner 
 Len spoke briefly about three of our members, so we send positive thought waves, and 
wishes for good and lasting recoveries to Tim Sheppard, Gretchen Moore and Jocelyn Currie. 
 
Secretary  
 All the contacts for Probus Clubs in the South Pacific region are available.  If you are planning 
to travel to Australia, for example, and might wish to attend a Probus meeting whilst there, then 
contact Rob as he will provide the relevant names, address and information needed to do so. 
 Rob made a request that members think about volunteering for the groups that keep the 
Club ticking over – groups such as morning tea, setting up/clearing away, being the Club’s own 7 
minute speaker, and thanking the guest speaker.  Lists were available; please make sure you do 
more than thinking about volunteering, and add your names to the lists! 
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Treasurer 
 Thank you to the majority of people attending the Christmas lunch on December 4th as you 
have already paid.  For those yet to pay, please make sure that you do so before the 4th December. 
 
Website 
 Graham Craig has created a website for The Probus Club of Whitby, and this is a work in 
progress.   It can be accessed via http://probus.angnz.com  
If you cannot access the page directly from this link please copy and paste the link (the address) into 
the URL address box at the top of your browser.  Once you are in the website (which has a stunning 
photo of the inlet on the home page) you will see an area on the left for MEMBERS ONLY and this is 
password protected.  The passwords will be emailed to you separately for the obvious privacy 
reasons. 
You will find other sections such as: Newsletters, Joining/Inquiries, Constitution/By-laws.   
 
Member’s Attendance at the November Meeting 
 It was great to welcome 90 attendees to the meeting.  We hope that the other members 
who put in an apology were having great holidays, or feeling better or feel a tad guilty for 
forgetting!!  
 

 
 DUTIES FOR 4 DECEMBER MEETING (i.e. LUNCH) 

The duties for the December meeting (lunch) are indeed onerous! 
You are requested to honour the Probus beliefs in fun, fellowship and friendship. 

Make an effort to speak with at least one other member with whom you have not interacted 
before. 

Share memories, jokes and something that makes YOU smile . . . 
Above all else - enjoy yourself! 

 

 
 
    

CLUB SPEAKER FOR OCTOBER 
 

The Club’s speaker for November was Gaye McGill.  Gaye claimed that during her lifetime she has 
not done anything spectacular or momentous, but has meandered through life on a fairly even keel. 
She was born in Hamilton but grew up in Papakura, South Auckland, and was the oldest of three 
girls.  She also had an older half-brother.  He dad was a locomotive driver for NZ Rail and her mum 
did not work outside the home.  They lived in a “railway settlement” which was a group of nine 
houses which backed onto the Papakura Military Camp’s training area.  When there were no recruits 
training to be soldiers, the children from the settlement used the training area as their own 
playground. 
 Many a long summer’s day was spent riding bikes along the tracks used by the Bren-gun 
carriers, damming the creek, playing mock battles using the fox holes and making tree huts.  Parents 
would call out to see if they were okay but they would only go home when they were hungry – what 
freedom they enjoyed. 
 Gaye attended Papakura Normal School and was awarded the Dux prize at the end of Form 
2.  She went on to Papakura High School where she took a commercial course and acquitted herself 
well, gathering three class prizes along the way, plus School Certificate and various qualifications. 
 Leaving school at the age of 16 she went to work for an accountant, starting off as the office 
junior and by the time she left to have her first child she was doing accountancy work right through 
to preparing balance sheets. 

http://probus.angnz.com/
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 Gaye met her husband through her brother and what started as a dare, ended in a forty-two 
year marriage!  They spent the first twelve years of their marriage in Papakura where their two 
daughters were born.  In 1975 her husband’s job took them all to Christchurch – their first time away 
from their home town, family and friends.  They all had to adjust to a new lifestyle and they spent a 
very pleasant five years living in Christchurch with lots of visitors. 
 In 1980 they came back to the North Island and settled in Wanganui, where they lived for 
the next thirty years.  Her husband was an inspector with NZ Rail and was in charge of the track 
maintenance machinery throughout the country – consequently he was away from home a great 
deal.  Gaye did a lot of solo parenting during their first years in Wanganui and life with two teenage 
daughters, was interesting to say the least!! 
 In the late 1980s with her daughters growing up, she decided to re-join the workforce, and 
when a friend asked if she would help out in the office of his architectural design business, she 
jumped at the chance.  No interview, no CV, just, “Can you start on Monday?”  She stayed with this 
firm for the next twenty-five years. 
 When asked what her occupation was, Gaye replied, “Office manager,” but in actual fact she 
saw herself as a general dogs body – a receptionist, word processor, accounts, wages and filing clerk, 
researcher and librarian.  She also made the coffee and cleaned the toilets!!  Her hours varied 
depending on work requirements, so sometimes she worked full time and others part time – an 
arrangement which suited both her and her employer. 
 Gaye has been involved with badminton over the years, both as a player and administrator 
at club and association level.  When her knees gave out she learnt to play bridge – and is still 
learning.  She was the treasurer for the Wanganui Bridge Club for several years.  Gaye has also been 
fortunate enough to travel – extensively throughout NZ and to many overseas destinations.  She is 
an avid reader and enjoys both crosswords and jigsaw puzzles.  While Gaye claims to be ‘not so hot 
on the creative side’ she enjoys knitting and her two grandchildren are still young enough to like 
wearing the jerseys Nana knits for them. 
 Claims of being a cat lover meant that over the past fifty years, Gaye has shared her life with 
eight cats and at one stage, four at the same time.  There was almost a divorce at that point but her 
husband eventually came around to Gaye’s way of thinking!  All but two were stray or rescue cats so 
she has contributed in a small way to animal welfare – although Gaye doubts that Gareth Morgan 
would agree!! 
 When her husband died in 2005 Gaye had some major decisions to make.  Did she retire and 
leave Wanganui to be closer to family in Wellington, or stay where she had many friends and a job 
she enjoyed?  Deciding to wait a year or two before making a decision, the ‘year or two’ became six.  
The timing was right at the beginning of 2011 so within the next few months she retired, sold and 
purchased property, packed up the household and moved herself – and the current cat – to Whitby. 
 Life as a retiree is so busy she does not know how she found the time to work!  Her children 
say they need to make an appointment to see her these days, but she can participate in family life 
on a regular basis and loves being involved with her grandchildren.  Although . . .  it is usually a relief 
when they go home at the end of the day!!  
 Gaye has joined three diverse clubs, met a lot of new people and enjoys the fun, fellowship, 
friendship and activities provided.  She also volunteers at Circa Theatre as an usher.  At the bridge 
club she has been fortunate to meet a very special friend and they are enjoying retirement together. 
 Gaye’s closing words were, “I love living in Whitby – long may it continue.” 
 
Special Poem for Older Folks 
 A row of bottles on my shelf       
Tell me I’m happy when I’m not. 
Caused me to analyse myself.    
The purple pill goes to my brain 
One yellow pill I have to pop, 
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Goes to my heart so it won’t stop. 
A little white one that I take 
Goes to my hands so they won’t shake. 
The blue ones that I use a lot 
Tell me I’m happy when I’m not. 
The purple pill goes to my brain 
And tells me that I have no pain.         
The capsules tell me not to wheeze, 
Or cough, or choke or even sneeze. 
The red ones, smallest of them all, 
Go through my blood so I won’t fall. 
The orange ones, very big and bright 
Prevent my leg cramps in the night. 
Such an array of brilliant pills 
Do help to cure all kinds of ills. 
But what I’d really like to know, 
Is what tells each pill where to go! 
(Thanks, John Watts. Let us know when you have the answer!) 
                   
 

 
WANTED (Reward?  Purely altruistic!) 

 
A co-ordinator* for the monthly morning teas.  This will be a person who 
will purchase the required milk, sugar, tea, biscuits etc, and bring them to 
each meeting in the box provided. 
It will be the people on the morning tea roster who will make the tea and 
coffee and clean up afterwards, but not the co-ordinator.  If you are on the 
roster you will miss the social interaction during morning tea for the one 
time you are on the tea/coffee making roster. 

(* Please note the co-ordinator could be a male!!) 
 

 
 

The Whitby Probus Club Picnic (aka Outings Group) 
Based on the response President Peter received at the last meeting, the plans are in place 
for a picnic to be held on Thursday 20 February 2014.  The venue will be Belmont 
Regional Park and this is an all-weather place to go as we will have access to the hall. 
The use of Gold Cards will not be possible, but the Committee feels sure transport can 
be shared and arranged for those who don’t drive. 
Please pencil it in on your calendar, - or enter it in your iPad or computer calendar. 

 
REMINDER:  19TH February is the date when nominations close for the Probus 
Club’s Committee members for 2014.  This means the forms with the names of 
nominees, nominators and seconders must be in the hands of Peter Cox or Rob 
McLagan by this date.  
The AGM will be held at the meeting on the 5th March, 2014.   
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GUEST SPEAKER FOR NOVEMBER – SUE CHETWIN 

 
 

 
 

Sue Chetwin is the Chief Executive for Consumer New Zealand and is the public spokesperson on 
consumer issues and research.  Until taking up this position six years ago she was a force to be 
reckoned with in news journalism.  She is currently studying Commercial Law at Victoria University. 
 
In speaking to the Club Sue covered some of her personal history and the work she does as the CE 
of Consumer NZ.  One of the points she made clear early in her address was the power of the 
consumer and she put questions to her audience to see how much they knew. For example if you buy 
something and it is faulty, what are your rights?  If it is a minor fault then the retailer decides the 
course of action, whereas if it is a serious fault it gives you the choice of what happens.  When 
something is purchased in a sale, can you take that back?  Yes - you have the same rights as when 
buying an article not in a sale.  Another example Sue used was if you have purchased a washing 
machine and after 3 years it ceases to function correctly, you can take it back as it should be fault free 
for 10 years.   
 
Speaking of her editorial background, Sue indicated she was Christchurch born but had been raised 
in Blenheim.  Her first foray into the news world was working in Wainuiomata, then in Wellington in the 
days when there was an Evening Post paper, followed by a journalism stint in Japan.  This she found 
really hard work as there were 90 executive staff, but NO women! 
 
On her return to NZ she took over the role of News Editor for the Waikato Times, and then moved to 
the Sunday News which was owned by the same firm (INL).  This was hard work and it took 5 years 
to turn it around.  Another move saw Sue working on the Sunday Star Times where she was for five 
years before going overseas. On returning to NZ Sue was on the ground floor when the Herald on 
Sunday came into being, and although she was only there for two years, found it a great experience. 
 
Her next move was into NZ Magazines where she was the Editorial Business Manager.  Sue’s 
comment was, “Not good!” as she did not enjoy having to deal with the celebrities!!  Saved by the fact 
that her partner, who had two daughters, was re-locating to Wellington, Sue also moved to the capital 
city. 
 
This was about the time that David Russell retired from Consumer NZ and Sue was encouraged to 
apply for his position.  After ‘jumping through the hoops’ put in place by the Board, Sue joined the 
organisation and so became totally involved in unlocking the power of consumers.  She spoke of the 
asymmetry of knowledge, where the creators have much more knowledge than the purchasers. When 
offered long-term, interest-free purchasing rights, how important the fine print is!  Disclosure is not 
easily apparent, which means the so-called financial advantages can be detrimental to consumers. 
 
Something of interest to people the age of the club’s members that Sue made clear was the need for 
an ombudsman – a grievance person to whom those who are retired can turn to.  For those in 
retirement villages, either living independently or in care facilities, there is not one responsible body 
which can provide a check list against which quality care and information can be assessed, and that 
audits be made readily available and in a form that permits the information to be accessible. 
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The Consumer turned 50 in 2009 and was initially a government department.  When it was formed 50 
years ago, everything was made in NZ but nothing is made here now so it has seen huge change.  
Consumer continues to fight on consumer issues particularly to do with price, quality and health and 
safety.  They now have 35-40 staff and have close links to other consumer organisations.  For 
example ¾ of the tests are carried out with laboratories in Australia.  The result of the changes that 
time has brought about has meant that Consumer NZ has had to learn how to cut its cloth in order to 
survive.  Online now receives the most revenue as an online business is so much quicker than the 
printed magazine. 
 
Sue recommended that as consumers we should not always accept claims made, and learn to look 
less pragmatically – examples: teeth whiteners and wrinkle removers!  Next year the results of ‘smart 
food’ will be available so when shopping next year you can be better informed.  Initially, when it was 
first proposed, Consumer NZ was not that enamoured with mandatory country of origin labelling on 
fresh and processed food but is now very supportive of the concept as while there is are voluntary 
agreements with supermarkets, it is not made easy as the labelling is not always visible or factually 
correct.  Unlike Australia and Great Britain, New Zealand is very slow to have front of pack labelling, 
often modelled on the colours of traffic lights, so being able to be totally informed as to the origins of 
what one is purchasing is not always the easiest of tasks. 
 
A final comment made by Sue reinforced, simply, much of what she had said.  Wearing a garment on 
which the label said, “Superman” means you will need to remember, WEARING THIS COSTUME 
DOES NOT MEAN YOU CAN FLY. 
 
In expressing the Club’s thanks for her speech, Julie McLagan highlighted the main points that Sue 
had made.  

 
 

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION – DECEMBER MEETING 
 

Just a couple of reminders . . . It will be held on 4 December, at the Mana Cruising Club.    

 You can arrive from 11.30am onwards and socialise for up to an hour as lunch will be served at 
12.30pm 

 There will be a cash bar open for those who wish to purchase a drink  

 Please remember to WEAR your NAME TAG.  (If you are anything like me, the memory cogs can 
turn very slowly at times . . .  and then you are looking at the next face . . . and ) 

 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS.  On arriving, members who qualify for being in the December birthday 
draw will need to put an X on the calendar to indicate the date of their birthday.  This will reduce 
the number of tags in the draw so the process will be F A S T! 

  

 

 

Hmm…I’m not sure if I actually have some free time on my hands or if I’m just forgetting to 
do something …the joys of growing older!!! 

 

 
INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 
Mah Jong     Barb Nichols   will ensure that Mah Jong continues in December on the 2

nd
 and  

       the 16
th
.  It will be at the Plimmerton Croquet Club as usual.      

 
500 Cards             18

th
 December, at Portage Place. 

 
Cinema                Plans for January 27

th
, 2014.  Barb will let people know closer to the time. 

 

 
Dine-Out    Twenty four members met on 13 November at Duck Creek Restaurant in 

Pauatahanui for the last group dine-out of the year.   The day was pleasant which enhanced the 
restaurant’s lovely rural setting.   
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The food was great (albeit a little long in coming, but then the restaurant was busy), but it did provide 
time to mix and enjoy a leisurely drink, chat, and laugh with other participants.  Altogether a relaxed 
and enjoyable get together with most lingering until 3 o’clock. 
 We take this opportunity to thank all members who have attended the lunches during the year 
which contributed to many, many happy occasions.  We now look forward to the final lunch with the 
wider membership on December 4.   
 (Thank you to Dave and Marcia Dunnett for making the arrangements and for sending the 
follow-up report after each dine-out event.) 
 
Outings Group 

 On a beautiful, hot sunny day on November 21 a very small group went for a tour of Old St. 
Paul's Cathedral in Mulgrave Street which is the former cathedral in the Wellington  Diocese of the 
Anglican Church. It is an example of 19th-century Gothic  Revival architecture adapted to colonial 
conditions and materials.  

 The site of the church was purchased by Bishop Selwyn in 1845 and added to by 
Governor Grey in 1853, at which time it was on a prominent cliff top overlooking Wellington harbour. It 
is backing onto what is now the Pipitea Marae and additional land was purchased from Maori for 
extensions.   Agreement to build the church was reached by 1861 and the Reverend Frederick 
Thatcher, then vicar of St. Paul's, Thorndon, was engaged as the architect. The foundation stone was 
laid by Governor Grey in 1865.  

 Soon after the church opened, it became apparent that it was unstable in high winds, and so 
the south transept, designed by Christian Toxward, was added in 1868. Later additions included the 
north transept and north-aisle extension, also by Toxward, in 1874; the moving of the chancel five 
metres to the east and the addition of minor north and south transepts to the design of George Fannin 
in 1876; the choir vestry in 1882, probably designed by Toxward; and extension of the baptistery in 
1891. 

 In 1964 the Diocese of Wellington moved to the new St Paul's Cathedral nearby. After a 
significant battle to prevent its demolition, Old St. Paul's was purchased by the New Zealand 
Government in 1967, and subsequently restored by the Ministry of Works. It is now managed by the 

New Zealand Historic Places Trust. While no longer a parish church, it remains consecrated, and is a 
popular venue for weddings, funerals and other services. It was constructed from New 

Zealand native timbers, and has stunning stained glass windows.  

 After the most enjoyable tour and several purchases from the gift shop most of us went to the 
National Library Cafe for lunch while others went to the Thistle Inn for a more formal meal. 

 There will be no outing in December or January with the next outing being the club picnic on 
20 February at the Belmont Regional Park, as already mentioned in the newsletter.  On 20 March a 
visit to Porirua Hospital Museum is planned so mark your calendars now!! 
 
 (My thanks again go to Diana Paris for her wonderful organisation and reporting skills.) 

____________________________________________ 
 

And the birthday draw for November was won by . . . Ken Robertson 
____________________________________________ 

 
 It may be the right time to share a little gem sent some time ago by Graham Kelly.   
 With the soon-to-be-here festive season . . . 
   “A hangover is the wrath of grapes.” 
 

President Peter’s closing quip:  “It’s much easier to be critical than correct.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocese_of_Wellington
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_Revival_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Edward_Grey
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  PPP - Pensive President Peter 
 

I’m sure he is going through his mental check list to ensure he hasn’t forgotten anything.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

Does paying close attention improve with age or are we better at pretending? 
 
 
Kind regards 
Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor 
 
 
 


