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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Len Currie 
      Secretary:  Rob McLagan 

Committee: 
Vice President:  Peter Cox    Outings:  Diana Paris 
Treasurer:  Barb Nichols    Almoner:  Rob McGovern 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard    Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
 
OCTOBER MEETING 
 
It was great to see Len Currie back in his Presidential role, and to hear that he had not lost 
the ability to relay the odd joke or two.   
New club members were inducted by Len so a very warm welcome of ‘Fellowship, 
Friendship and  Fun’  was extended to Graham and Anne Miller. 
 
Barb Nichols was filling in for Rob McLagan in the role of secretary, and reminded members 
about the Xmas meeting on December 5th which will be held at the Whitby Lakes Retirement 
Village.  She would like to receive payment before  this date, please. ($23) 
 
Members were asked to think about nominations for next year’s committee.  The current 
Vice President will assume the role of President for the 2013 year.  Anyone who is interested 
in joining the Committee please make yourselves known to a current member. As the 
elections will be held in March and there is no January meeting, it is imperative that the 
nominations be given to the current Committee by February at the latest. 
 
A new interest group was announced so people had a chance at morning tea time to meet 
with Jill McDonald regarding a patchwork group. (see: Interest Group information -  p3) 
 
A change was announced concerning the previously named ‘Three Minute Speakers’ slot.   
At the last committee meeting it was felt that listening to fellow club members was often the 
highlight for many as the speakers (reluctant though some were – without reason to be so!) 
were incredibly interesting, funny and informative.  In light of such a positive response it has 
been decided that the Speakers may now have five to seven minutes in which to present 
their profiles to other Club members. There will be two speakers, rather than three, at each 
meeting. 
 
Ross Moore announced the November outing will be to the Reserve Bank and to The 
Wellington Jewish Centre.  See page 4, for further details. 
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Guest Speaker for the November Meeting 

 

Mohammad Ali Amiri was one of 438 men, women and children crammed onto a 20-

meter wooden fishing boat that became stranded in international waters north of the 
Australian territory of Christmas Island. He was 23 at the time. He had been working as 

a tailor in Afghanistan when he was forced to flee the country, spending time in 

Pakistan, Malaysia and Indonesia before joining the other asylum-seekers on the fishing 

boat. They were rescued by a Norwegian freighter, the MV Tampa, but refused entry into 

Australia in the run-up to an election. The incident triggered international controversy, 
and Mohammad and his fellow passengers ended up in camps in the Republic of Nauru. 

He tried to keep positive. He became a camp leader, liaising between the asylum seekers 

and officials for three years. He was finally accepted into New Zealand as a refugee, 

arriving in September 2004. After a few weeks at the resettlement centre in Mangere he 
was sent to Wellington with the first intake of Afghan refugees to the city.  In 2010 he 

was elected as President of The Afghan Association of Wellington, a position he still 

holds. He worked in hospitality as well as the fashion industry since 2004. Currently he 

works with ChangeMakers Refugee Forum as community developer and supports refugee 
people to establish their own small businesses.  

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
John Watts tells this story – which has nothing to do with his wife, of course!  
 
A man was sitting on the edge of the bed, watching his wife, who was looking at herself in 
the mirror. Since her birthday was not far off he asked what she'd like to have for her 
birthday.  
I'd like to be eight again', she replied, still looking in the mirror.  
On the morning of her birthday, he arose early, made her a nice big bowl of Coco Pops, and 
then took her to "Adventure World" theme park. What a day! He put her on every ride in the 
park; the Death Slide, the Wall of Fear, the Screaming Roller Coaster, everything there was. 
Five hours later they staggered out of the theme park. He then took her to a McDonald's 
where he ordered her a Happy Meal with extra fries and a chocolate milkshake. Then it was 
off to a movie, popcorn, a soft drink, and her favourite lollies, M&Ms. What a fabulous 
adventure! 
Finally she wobbled home with her husband and collapsed into bed exhausted. He leaned 
over his wife with a big smile and lovingly asked, 'Well dear, what was it like being eight 
again?  
Her eyes slowly opened and her expression suddenly changed. ‘I meant my dress size, you 
retard!!!’ 
 
 

 

 
ROSTER DUTIES FOR NOVEMBER MEETING 

((Please be there by 8.45 am, if you are in the first 3 groups) 
Setting Up:  Judy Forbes, Graham Craig, Annette Craig, David Kerse 
Morning Tea:  John Harrison, Maureen Sinclair, Sue Gore 
Meeters & Greeters:  Judy Forbes, John Harrison 
Five to Seven Minute Speakers:  Ian Webster, Bevan Tong 
Thanking the Speaker: Bev Marsden 
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INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 

Walking Group:  It has been decided that this group will no longer meet on the 2
nd

 Thursday of 

each month, simply because of the lack of interest.  If 2013 brings renewed interest in being a 

member of this group, please inform someone on the Committee. 

 

Mah Jong:  Please note that there are changes here.  Mah Jong will be held at the Plimmerton 

Croquet Club at 1.00 pm to 3 pm.  Players are asked to bring $2 each as a donation to the 

croquet club.  The Croquet club is in Ulric St near the Plimmerton Domain. 

 

500: will be held at 7 Portage Place, Whitby, on the third Wednesday of the month at 10am. 

 

Cinema Group   The cinema group will be able to see a film at the Lighthouse at Pauatahanui 

on the 4
th

 Monday of each month.  You cannot make a booking; you just have to turn up at 

10.30am and say that you are a Probus member.                                                                        

 

The Whitby Probus Stitching Group  Good interest has been shown in forming a stitching 

group, and they met for the first time on Wednesday 17
th

 October. They shared a potluck 

lunch and were inundated with yummy food!  As a group they will meet on the second Monday 

of each month, at a different member’s home and share a potluck lunch.  The hostess will be 

responsible for the tea and coffee.  The group will finish around 4pm. 

The next meeting will be at Faye Quayle’s Pukerua Bay home on the 12
th

 November. 

 

 If you want more information about the group please phone Jill McDonald on 234-6033.   

_____________________________________ 

 

September Club Outing  (on site reporter – Ross Moore) 

Twenty-seven members participated in the outing to Kapiti Coast held on Thursday 20 September. As options 

were offered in the itinerary, the core number who stayed the full distance was twenty-two.      

Our first port of call was the Aviation Museum on Kapiti Road, Paraparaumu, next to the Aero Club. A local 

historian and one of the prime movers in organising the museum, Mr John Kennedy, gave us a very warm 

welcome and provided us with concise and entertaining histories of the New Zealand aviation industry, the 

Paraparaumu airport and the museum. John’s presentation was supported by photographic displays that 

brought back memories to many. We are indeed fortunate to have such a valuable resource in our region run 

by a small band of volunteers. It is well worth a visit. 

We then proceeded (on foot or by car) to the new headquarters of the Tuatara Brewery in Sheffield Street (off 

Te Roto Drive) where we were greeted by Carl Hartmann, the Production Manager, who gave us a brief history 

of the enterprise since its establishment in Reikorangi in 2000. A tour of the new facilities followed. Tuatara 

now has a staff of 25 and was formed a few years ago by two friends who were having a beer together and 

bemoaning the fact that it was impossible to get a really good beer in Wellington. They decided to brew their 

own so set up in business at the Reikorangi home of Carl Vasta. The business has gone from strength to 

strength and the beer is available on tap in quite a few pubs and clubs throughout New Zealand. It is also 

available in bottles from selected supermarkets and bottle stores. The partners have established an export 

market which includes Ireland and Great Britain.  

After completing the tour we were invited to sample the wares.  Carl explained that beer should never be 

drunk direct from the bottle, as with wine an appropriately shaped glass should be used to allow the olfactory 
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process to appreciate the subtle nuances of the product. One should never seek to eliminate the flavour of 

hops; it was essential in a quality beer. The ladies present who joined the tasting session seemed to favour the 

Pilsner-style lager. This was a truly professional presentation performed by a professional whose day job was 

setting up a new brewery whilst maintaining production. Our visit turned out to be a wet run for the official 

opening of Tuatara by the Prime Minister John Key, which followed on 10 October! 

After a quick snack for some, we travelled by bus and train or by car to Paekakariki Railway Station. Michael 

O’Leary (writer & historian) opened up his fascinating bookshop and the adjacent museum on the Paekakariki 

Railway Station.  This museum is cared for and run solely by volunteers – one of whom, John Porter a local 

historian, gave us a run down on the history of greater Paekakariki, including the US Marine camp at MacKay’s 

crossing, Whareroa Farm, Centennial Highway and the main trunk railway. An interactive video provided some 

good information in support of his presentation.  

We were then privileged to receive Wayne Mason, well known popular musician (composer of “Nature” – best 

NZ Song of the 20th Century) whose less well known hobby interest is Steam Trains. Wayne led the group 

across the railway lines to the Steam Incorporated railway workshops where the hard work of maintenance, 

construction and renovation of steam engines and rolling stock was in progress. Fascinating stuff!  

At the end of the outing a remnant of our group adjourned to Finn’s Paekakariki Hotel to view the new 26 seat 

boutique cinema which has since linked up with the Waikanae cinema under the Shoreline brand. This is a 

good place to enjoy a fine film and a meal on some future occasion. 

October Club Outing Report 

We were back in Wellington for the club’s October outing.  Our group of twenty made its way to the 12th Floor 

meeting room of Rutherford House where we were greeted by Emeritus Professor Don Trow of Victoria 

University of Wellington. Professor Trow spoke on behalf of the Faculty of Commerce and Administration 

which shares the VUW Thorndon Campus with the Faculty of Law. He entertained us with some reminiscences 

of his long career as an academic based in Kelburn and extolled the virtues of the new facilities available to 

commerce students now they were located in Rutherford House and the Wellington Railway Station building. 

Rutherford House was a relatively new building designed originally for the SOE Electrocorp and it proved 

eminently suitable for university use. Location was important and having both commerce and law right in the 

city and near to parliament, the courts, and the city’s commercial area was ideal. In his opinion VUW was 

second to none in teaching commerce subjects and equal only to Auckland. His only regret was the student 

dropout rate of one third after the first year which was highly wasteful in terms of talent and funding. 

Professor Trow escorted us to view the main lecture room in the building and we sighted the highly-valued 

Colin McCahon mural work in the foyer. Time did not allow us to visit the area occupied by VUW in the railway 

station. 

We crossed Bunny Street and entered the grounds of the historic Government Buildings facing onto Lambton 

Quay and occupied by the Faculty of Law. We were greeted by a bronze statue of Rt. Hon Peter Fraser, WWII 

Prime Minister, and an officer of the Department of Conservation, Richard Nester, who was to be our guide. 

The building was designed by the colonial architect, William Clayton, and opened on reclaimed land in 1876. 

Our guide dispelled a popular myth that Government House is the largest wooden building in the world or, 

perhaps, in the southern hemisphere. However, it is now recognised as a “wooden wonder – the best in the 

world” and the evidence for this is in its unique features and construction techniques. Originally designed to be 

built of stone the colonial exchequer couldn’t find the funds necessary and eventually settled for wood – 

provided it had the appearance of stone. The only significant use of steel was to reinforce the magnificent 

“hanging” wooden staircases which had a habit of sagging. When the 42 fireplaces were decommissioned they 

were retained in their original form but the chimneys were totally rebuilt using polystyrene and plywood 

instead of brick. All restoration and maintenance work on the building is designed to preserve it as it appeared 
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in 1890. The clock below the royal coat of arms is the original 1876 version and is wound ‘by hand’ weekly by 

DOC staff. Other features shown to us were: pigeon proofing; fire protection; independent water and 

electricity supply systems; ventilation and heating; vaults for security and preservation; NZ’s official ‘chain’ is 

marked out on the south side of the building showing individual ‘links’; the original Cabinet Room, Premier’s 

office and other historic displays. 

Across Lambton Quay for refreshments followed then on to Parliament Buildings for a rigorous security check 

and a guided tour covering: the main foyer; the great hall; Legislative Council Chamber; General Assembly 

Library; adjacent corridors lined with photographs of Premiers and Prime Ministers, Speakers, Members of 

Parliament, Clerks of the House and other notables. We were privileged to pay a visit to the Speaker’s private 

apartments before being seated in the public gallery in time for the start of the afternoon sitting at 2:00 pm. 

After the entry of the Speaker, prayers and formal business, the House engaged in consideration of questions 

for oral answer. Twelve questions were put to Ministers and vigorously debated in a manner that bordered on 

the chaotic. Neither the Prime Minister nor the Leader of the Opposition was present and this may have 

accounted for some of the apparent disorder. Winston Peters made his presence felt by submitting the most 

provocative question of the session and raising the most points of order. One left after two hours with 

renewed respect for the Speaker who exercised his function of avoiding disorder with distinction.  

                       (Thank you again, Ross Moore) 

 

Wellington Jewish Centre & the Reserve Bank of New Zealand - Club Outing - 15th 

November 

The next Club Outing will be held on Thursday 15 November with visits to the Reserve Bank of New Zealand on 

the Terrace, and the Wellington Jewish Centre in Webb Street. Rail users should catch the train leaving 

Waikanae at 9:00 am and Paremata at 9:35 am.  

We realise our usual outing date clashes with Peter Cox’s Luncheon at Whitireia but this was unavoidable. As 

numbers for Peter’s event are restricted and he has a waiting list Diana Paris is confident we will get sufficient 

numbers to make the outing worthwhile. Full details will be given at the 7 November monthly Probus meeting.  

(*)(*)(*)(*)(*)(*)(*)(*)(*)(*)(*)(*)(*)(*)(*) 

SEPTEMBER’S CLUB MEMBERS’ PROFILES 
 

VAL HELLBERG.  Val’s early life began in the Wairarapa and on completing her schooling 
she was anxious to do something to get herself out of town!  She was interested in working 
for External Affairs or as a Hansard reporter; and she met her husband Michael whom she 
married in 1961. 
 
Val worked for the Public Trust after they had been transferred to Wellington, and she found 
she was earning the same as her father and father-in-law who were both tradesmen.  She 
and Michael were able to buy a section in Newlands on which they built their own home and 
it sounded as if it was the wind that was most remembered.   
The next transfer was to Auckland where the interest in boats came about and a mullet boat 
restoration began.  Val and Michael had a 12 week old son when the love of sports cars 
began with the purchase of a MGTF but Val was quick to discover that a pram and a sports 
car was not a good mix.  This saw the purchase of a cheap Morris Minor the next weekend! 
A daughter arrived and then another move back to Wellington in 1971.  A second son was 
born and Val was involved in part-time work at Parliament.  Val spoke of the 1984 snap 
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election and her work as a Hansard reporter.  A lasting memory was having Rob Muldoon 
stop in a corridor to speak with her and ask after her children.   
Val had 25 years involvement with Hansard and it was interesting to hear how the systems 
have changed regarding Hansard, particularly with television now involved.  
The love of MG cars continued over the years and involved many outings.  Unfortunately Val 
lost her husband to prostate cancer but has 5 wonderful grandchildren on whom to focus. 
 
 
SUE GORE.   Born in Cheshire in England, Sue lived with her grandparents.  Her first job 
was in a chemist shop; she then attended Mrs Bell’s Academy for Young Ladies where she 
learned secretarial skills – typing, shorthand and bookkeeping. She moved to Manchester 
where she worked at the Warrington General Hospital as a secretary. 
Once she met her husband Brian, they moved to Belfast in Northern Ireland and then they 
were regularly on the move.  First they were recalled to England and then went to Zambia 
where Brian had a 4 year contract.  There were many differences so there was much to get 
used to – climate, strange shops, bribes, and when the next move was to Lusaka, theft was 
common.   
As Sue and her family moved her daughters were sent to boarding school in Zimbabwe.  
Living in a mining town in Botswana meant that once again Sue lived where things were very 
different, where there were donkey carts and corrugated iron shacks for shops. She had a 
job in a pharmacy before another transfer, this time to the capital city. 
The next city they lived in was Johannesburg where Sue did some temping. Living in tense 
and volatile times Sue volunteered working on ambulances which was a real eye opener. It 
was the time of the Soweto riots.  Sue then became a research assistant at a university and 
became a faculty officer, working long hours.  The family had a small holding 50kms away 
and were able to grow vegetables, herbs and keep chickens.  Efforts to have sheep and 
geese were not successful as they were stolen.  Security was a big issue which meant 
having to wear an alarm and have a two-way radio. Life in the African continent meant doing 
a great deal of travel and seeing so much – some of which was gruesome. 
When Sue’s husband died she came to NZ in 2006 and worked for the CAB before retiring. 

 
 
 

GUEST SPEAKER at October’s Meeting 
 

Emma Whiteside was the young, articulate and very-easy-to-listen-to guest speaker.  Originally from 
Auckland, Emma came to Wellington in 2006 to study at the Architecture and Design School at 
Victoria University.  In 2009, Emma graduated with a 1

st
 Class Honours degree, majoring in Industrial 

Design.  There were 40 students in her class who, like Emma, ‘lived in the classroom.’ 
Her studies saw Emma concentrating on product design for things such as ‘fridges, furniture, bottles 
and fans.  The start of any project was to focus on sketches and while in the old days, clay models 
provided the next step, it is now all done on the computer.  Emma outlined and showed pictures of the 
wine making appliance she had designed and made. She wanted it to look beautiful and used glass 
balls that became the decanter.   It certainly was original and eye catching – and – using her models 
she made 3 cases of her own wine and designed her own website. 
 
At the same time as she was involved with her studies, Emma was working on her entry for the WOW 
show.  Making a dress from more than 80% recycled materials, Emma used automotive radiator 
copper which she was able to access from the garage her parents owned.  She made copper circles 
that became smaller in size as they went from the hem of the dress up to the waist.  Strong glue that 
panel beaters use meant that each small and crinkled circle stayed securely in place.  Realising that 
the dress she was creating would not fit out the door of the house, Emma had to build it in a 
workshop.   Weighing 12kgs the dress had a black ‘under dress’ to which the circles were attached, 
and when it was time to be worn it took at least two people to help the wearer get into the dress by 
making her way up through the skirt.  Velcro fittings down the back seam then secured the dress so 
only the copper circles were visible.   
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 The WOW requirements meant that the dress had to be the “perfect” model size of 12, and had to be 
transported with instructions attached as to how it was to be put on by the model.  Emma’s dad made 
a crate for the dress so it could be transported safely to Nelson. 
 
After such an effort at creating the dress she named “Queen Adelaide,” Emma was no doubt blown 
away by the fact that in 2009, she won the Shell Sustainability Award at the WOW Show. 
 
Since graduating and having such success at WOW, Emma has been involved with other enterprises.  
She explained the Rapid Prototyping Machine which, once a 3-D design has been entered, it injects 
moulded plastic which squirts out like icing on a cake and produces a real-life model.  The one she 
owns is small but an industrial size printing machine costs in excess of $500,000. 
 
Government House was where Emma was able to apply her skills on another project.  Very old and 
embossed wall paper needed to be repaired so working from some of the original, photos were taken 
and by working on the computer the patterns were able to be recreated.  Eventually ‘new’ old wall 
paper was indeed recreated by using vacuum formed plastic! 
 
Windsor Engineering engaged Emma’s services but at age 21 and working with 60 men was not an 
easy task as there was staff resistance to change.  The firm moved to Porirua and Emma was able to 
get alongside the employees as she consulted with them as to the spaces and facilities they wanted.  
Once they could see the drawings, knew that they were being listened to and could have their say, 
things went much more smoothly for Emma!! 
 
Emma designed a Shower Buddy – a wheel chair for use in bathrooms.  It was a 3 month contract job 
which was to reduce the parts (280 of them) and to make it look more attractive and ensure that the 
chair would be more hygienic.  Emma’s design was successful as the Shower Buddy ended up with 6 
parts, plus wheels, and was made of injected moulded plastic.  It is being prototyped in China but may 
not be successful long term as it is down to money – or the lack of it – and this has been so frustrating 
for Emma. 
 
On a personal level Emma is involved in dance and is known as Lady Long Legs.  Once again her 
passion for design is to the fore and she was able to show photos of some amazing costumes and 
wigs which she has designed.  Emma’s speech received such attention from the audience that it was 
the only time thus far, where people could not wait until the end to put their questions.  This said a 
great deal about just how interesting and refreshing listening to her was. 
 
 

Dine Out Report. (Thank you Peter Cox) 
 
Sixteen good humoured members (most travelled by train) enjoyed lunch at the Parrot & 
Jigger Restaurant in Lower Hutt. We had the large restaurant area to ourselves and a good 
menu to choose from. The clear overhead roof allowing us to be awash in the midday sun ….. 
and a few wines of course.   
 
With the November dine out tied up with the Whitireia visit on Thursday 15 Nov. our next 
Dine Out outing, is to Zibbibo Restaurant in Taranaki St on Wed. 12 Dec at 12.30pm. A more 
“up market” venue than we have been visiting but the ‘regulars’ have agreed we splash out for 
Christmas.  Members are asked to email or phone me if they wish to be included on this lunch 
date. All club members are welcome to join us! 
 
 
 

^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^ 
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Quite a number of people stood at the front of the meeting in order to take 
part in the monthly birthday draw, and the winner was Rob McGovern,  who 
drew out his own birthday date!  (Oh, I wish we could all do that!!) 

 

 

2013 PROBUS RENDEZVOUS - October 13-18 

Experience the excitement and wonder of Probus Rendezvous 2013, hosted by Albury Wodonga and 
Districts from 13th to 18th October, 2013. 
Albury and Wodonga make up the beautifully placed twin cities located on Australia’s icon the 
Murray River.  This is Wiradjuri country. 
The region centred on these two cities has a strong industrial, educational, health and business base 
and both cities are well serviced with accommodation, dining and entertainment facilities. 
They are on the Hume Freeway some 3 hours from Melbourne and 5.5 hours from Sydney. 
There are spectacular and historic locations which include Beechworth and Chiltern, and there are 
the rich wine growing areas of Rutherglen/King Valley and access to the high country at Corryong . . 
. . and lots more! 
Pamphlets are available from Rob McLagan, the Club Secretary. 
 

 

Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor 

                                


