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                                                                                                               photo thanks to Graham Craig 
 

Next Meeting 2 September 2015 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

Apologies please to Rob McLagan at robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz 
 

Committee Members 

President  Don Quirk Ph  234 7700 Guest Speakers  Graham Kelly   Ph 234 8825 
Past-President  Diana Paris Ph  234 7683 Newsletter  Julie McLagan Ph 2379022 

Vice-President  Julie McLagan Ph  237 9022 Club Duties  Ian Webster Ph 4 902 4818 
Secretary   Annette Craig Ph  234 7558 Member  Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 

Treasurer   Gaye McGill Ph  238 9904 Member Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 

Caring/Welfare  Norma Withers    Ph  238 4222 

 

 
Rob McLagan, Acting-Secretary, took the photo in the absence of Secretary, Annette Craig 

 
August Meeting 

 

 

 
Lindsay McIsaac and Colin Edwards were in warm welcoming mode 

with smiles aplenty.   Birth date buttons and roll call pen at the 
ready.   

 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
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President Don started the meeting with a very old-time story … 
 
When me prayers were poorly said  

Who tucked me in my widdle bed 

And spanked me till my bot was red   

ME MUDDER! 

 

Who took me from my cosy cot 

And placed me on the ice cold pot 

And made me go when I could not 

ME MUDDER! 

 And me just being a tiny tot 

And in my crib me dribbled a lot 

Who wiped my tiny Widdle Bot 

ME MUDDER! 

Who hugged me when me fell and 

hurt 

And gently washed away the dirt 

Who sometimes squeezed me till me 

burp 

ME MUDDER! 

Who looked at me till eyebrows 

pressed 

And nearly have a king size stress 

When in me Sunday pants I messed 

ME MUDDER! 

When at night her bed did squeak 

Me raised me head to have a peek 

Who yelled at me to go to sleep 

ME FARDER 

New Members 

 

 

We welcomed Derek and Lou Oldershaw.  Great to have 

you on board.  We have a wonderful smorgasbord of 

activities for you to enjoy. 

 

 

The Birthday Draw 

           
                                                                                                  Judy Turner drew the lucky straw 

 Club Profile Speaker    
                                                                                                  

Fellow Rotarian, Gwyn Akeroyd shared his life story, his talk 
delightfully peppered with his dry, wry humour.  Thank you Gwyn!  
 

“If Neville Chamberlain hadn’t returned from Munich declaring 

‘Peace for our Time’ I probably wouldn’t be here! That of course 

assumes my parents knew what they were doing! 

I decided to arrive a month early in January 1940. I didn’t care 

that a blizzard was dropping two feet of snow outside. 

I wanted to get out of there and see the world!  I’m told getting 

Mum to the maternity home was quite a struggle. 

Eventually I found I had a sister nine years older than  

me and we lived in Huddersfield, an industrial town  

in West Yorkshire noted for woollen textiles, chemicals  

and engineering. 

My father was 37 and medically graded so during the war he 
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patrolled as a ‘Special Constable’ after his day job. He had a low level clerical position on the railways where he 

worked all his life – as did his father and brother! They didn’t have an ounce of ambition between them but 

having lived through the Depression perhaps job security came first!  

We lived on a council estate. In America it would be the wrong side of the tracks, but on the other side of our 

railway line there was a large evil smelling chemical works that was producing explosives for the war effort. 

Fortunately no-one told the Germans! 

Early memories are of air raid sirens wailing, a little red gas mask that I hated and nights spent sheltering 

under the stairs in the winter of 1944 because our Anderson shelter was flooded! Our town received very few 

bombs and no fatalities but was close to the flight path for nearby cities. 

One thing I have to be grateful for is my father pushed the 3 R’s into me at an early age, so I passed the 

Eleven Plus and went to the top boy’s grammar school in town.  

From age 15 I played cricket in an adult 20/20 evening league team and Rugby League at Under 19 level. Sport 

wasn’t the only thing on my mind!  As school broke up for Christmas 1956 I was invited to attend a New Year’s 

Eve party at a Methodist Church Hall on the other side of town. The bait was a surplus of unattached females! 

I carefully eyed up the talent and was attracted to a tiny vivacious girl called Wendy. I pursued her all evening 

and organised a date.  After that I travelled across town on Sundays to attend Methodist Chapel to hear 

sermons about the demon drink. I was never convinced!!! 

In 1958 I gained a scholarship to study Industrial Metallurgy at Birmingham University. One year after 

graduating I married Wendy and we moved into the smallest new bungalow imaginable. It cost £1950 and we 

begged or borrowed a little furniture! Our first car appeared in ‘64, an overseas holiday in ‘65 followed by 

children in ‘66 and ‘68 requiring a larger house by ‘69. 

I worked for Yorkshire Imperial Metals in Leeds for 13 years. The company employed 3500 people producing 

copper alloy tube and fittings. I started work doing Technical Development but at age 25 convinced the Works 

Director I could manage and improve the Tool Production Department with 45 staff. One Friday afternoon two 

years later I was called into the Works Directors Office and told ‘Drop everything; the Foundry is on strike. You 

can take over the Primary Production Department starting Monday!’  

At the tender age of 27 I found myself managing a union crisis with 250 staff working a 3 shift system. The 

department cast a thousand tons of brass and cupronickel alloy each week and seven large extrusion presses 

turned the alloy into hollow tube stock.  

I developed good relations with the shop stewards and improved productivity using work measured incentive 

schemes. The men earned more and the company gained output with no increase in overheads or capital. 

Within a couple of years I was cruising once more.  

1973 became a crunch year! There were successive strikes of electricity, railway and coal mining workers in 

England that caused daily power cuts and my melting furnaces used megawatts! Add to that the IRA started 

blowing up pubs in English cities including Leeds and our factory received telephoned bomb threats about once 

per month.  

I’d just about had enough of my job, the company and especially Britain! 

An advert appeared in the morning newspaper for a General Works Manager in New Zealand involving brass 

extrusion and copper tube production. I thought it must be Christmas so quickly sent off my CV. 

Hopes were shattered three days later when I received a standard reply saying I didn’t have the experience 

they needed. I wasn’t just disappointed, I was angry – so I replied telling the consultant I was one of only five 

people in England with the experience he’d asked for and suggested if he wasn’t familiar with the industry he 

should confer with his client! 

I didn’t expect a response to my rather blunt letter – but a telegram arrived the following day asking me to 

attend interview in London, where I was wined and dined for lunch by way of apology.  

I was interviewed by the company chairman three days later and six days after that boarded a BOAC flight to 

New Zealand for a final interview. I was offered the job and arrived in New Plymouth with wife and 2 young 

children 6 weeks later. 

In 1973 New Zealand manufacturing was inefficient and only survived because of tariff protection and import 

licensing.  McKechnies employed 600 staff and had suffered rolling strikes for the previous 9 months. Labour 

turnover was 10% - per month and I found I was the fourth General Works Manager in four years. The 

Managing Director upset staff, unions and customers alike and got away with it because he had a government 
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protected monopoly. I joined the company with the intention of introducing work measured incentive schemes 

to solve both labour turnover and productivity issues – but the MD insisted on productivity without paying for it! 

I held weekly meetings with our shop steward and there were no more union disputes. After four years I’d 

suffered the Managing Director long enough. Our biggest customer Simon Metal Products heard I was unhappy 

and offered me the position of General Manager in Lower Hutt. There we produced metal forgings and motor 

car seatbelts and I was able to introduce work measured incentive schemes. For three years we had a ball as 

sales almost doubled with the same number of employees. Profit increase was spectacular and unfortunately 

that made sale of the company an attractive proposition. The new owners wanted to micro manage so I moved 

on once more.  

My third and final manufacturer in NZ was Precision Engineering, a loss making subsidiary of AHI Building 

Products Group and that lasted two years. Once again we were micro-managed by accountants based in 

Auckland.  My experience of top management in the 1970s varied from incompetent to criminal. The worst case 

was the Chairman of McKechnie South Pacific who was sentenced to 10 years jail for embezzling $3m.  

It was no surprise when all three manufacturers closed down. 

I often said if I lost my job I could always pump petrol and that’s exactly what I did! In 1983 I used my 

termination payment to purchase an under-performing service station and workshop in the Hutt Valley. I 

worked like a dog seven days a week for six years to build up the business. Someone walked in one day and 

made me an offer I couldn’t refuse – so I didn’t. Unfortunately that business also closed down a few years later! 

Over the next year I designed and built our current house in Whitby.  

In 1992 I started work as a Recruitment Consultant specialising in the Engineering Industry. I retired in 2002 

but continued to work on a part time casual basis until 2009 when that business was also sold.  

Outside work, I’ve been a member of Rotary since 1979 and was President of the Plimmerton Rotary Club in 

1995. One of my projects that year was the Paremata Probus club.  But when I wanted to join in 2010 they had 

a two year waiting list!  

Since 2010 my main involvement has been with the book fair held in March each year. In that time it has 

doubled in size with over 52,000 good quality books displayed this year priced at $2 or less. Allan Nichols will be 

managing the event from next year. 

Outside Rotary my main enthusiasm is for travel. In our early years we visited family in the UK every four years 

and tried to see somewhere interesting on the way. More recently our son developed a career that took him to 

Tokyo for 3 years and Singapore for another 3. His last 7 years have been in Sydney so it’s time he moved to 

somewhere more exciting!  

We’re in cruise mode now. We’ve done river cruises in Vietnam, Cambodia, Borneo and Burma; we’ve done big 

ship cruises from Beijing, around South America, Northern Australia, Alaska, Hawaii, Tahiti and Papua New 

Guinea. Two years ago we did a one way voyage to Europe through the Suez Canal and next we’ll be cruising 

through the Panama Canal and around the Caribbean. You can’t beat seeing the world while handling luggage 

only once!  

It’s ironic - at school I couldn’t see the point of learning French because I would never travel so far!  

There have been two factors of pure chance that have shaped my life and I’m very thankful for.  

Firstly going to the New Year’s Eve party across town in 1956!   Wendy and I have been an item now for over 

fifty eight years and as of yesterday married for 53. I wouldn’t have it any other way!  

Secondly by refusing to accept ‘NO’ from a recruitment consultant in London I was able to come to New 

Zealand and become a Kiwi. My early career may have collapsed but I wouldn’t want to live anywhere else in 

the world!” 

September will bring us John Bathurst.  

October, Dale Williamson.  

 

It is so true … If you love life, life will love you back.  We still find each day too short for all the thoughts we want to think, 

all the walks we want to take, all the books we want to read, all the places we want to go and all the friends we want to 

see.  Our guest speaker last month was inspirational … 
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Guest Speaker     
Pat Martin "Two years in Timor-Leste.  Fresh Water and Sanitation Development Projects.  The experiences of a 
VSA volunteer." 
 

In April 2013, my wife Pip and I headed off on a two-year VSA assignment to Timor-Leste.  It was a big change 

for us – we’ve lived in the same Wellington house for 30 years and have three adult children and three 

grandchildren.  My role was to teach communications skills to the Timorese staff of the aid agency World Vision. 

I hadn’t been to Timor before and nor had I been involved with aid work or World Vision, so there were some 

major challenges. 

Timor-Leste occupies one half of the island of Timor, just northwest of Australia and at the eastern end of 

Indonesia. It’s a small place – just a little bit bigger than Hawkes Bay.  Indonesia was ruled by the Dutch for 

many years (it’s the former Dutch East Indies) and Timor-Leste this year is celebrating the 500th anniversary of 

the arrival of the Portuguese. That Portuguese legacy is still strong today, with 98% of the people Catholic and 

Portuguese one of two official languages. 

Indonesia invaded Timor in 1975, just after the Portuguese had left.  A 25-year guerrilla war followed, ending 

with the Timorese voting overwhelmingly for independence in 1999.  But as the Indonesian forces withdrew, 

they destroyed all the country’s schools, hospitals, power stations and water supply systems.  It’s estimated 

that 200,000 Timorese people died in the years of Indonesian rule and its aftermath.  New Zealand forces 

helped restore order at that time and many Timorese we met spoke highly of Kiwi soldiers. 

Timor-Leste is still rebuilding today. Installing new water systems to deliver fresh water is a big part of World 

Vision’s work, and I often visited and reported on those projects. Timor has distinct wet and dry seasons.   

For nearly five months of the year, there’s no rain and it bakes under the tropical sun. The rest of the year 

there are monsoon downpours.  

As new water systems are built, local people are trained in good health practices.  Diarrhoea, which is merely 

an inconvenience for Western travellers, is fatal for children and is the biggest killer of children under-five in 

Timor.  The opening of a new system is a cause of great celebration. 

The Timorese are brave people who have been through a lot. Many have sad and harrowing stories to tell about 

their recent history but there’s also an optimism and energy about their small new country. We never felt in any 

danger nor had any security problems while we were there. Rather we enjoyed the humour, fun and smiles of 

many Timorese we met. 

 

Timorese children enjoying fresh water in the village. The 

water from the overflow will be used on ‘kitchen gardens’ 

where vegetables are grown to help supplement diets. Many 

children are malnourished because they eat little more than 

rice and root vegetables such as cassava.  

 

 

 

 

Isais Martins was disabled at the age of four, the result of 

diarrhoea contracted from contaminated water. His mother 

(pictured at the tap) lost five of her 9 children to disease 

during the Indonesian occupation. 
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Monsoon rains arrive:  

Local children in front of our home celebrate the arrival of 

monsoon rains after five months of hot, dry dusty weather. 

 

 

Thank you Pat, for sharing your wonderful adventure.   

Your photos are joy filled. 

 

September  Dr Lew Jillings  “Globalisation – Inequality, Social, Religious, Cultural, and Population Implications” 
October      Sir Bruce Ferguson “The Return of the Unknown Soldier from the Somme” 

November   Craig Utting and Elizabeth Sneyd  “The Virtuoso Strings Orchestra”  Porirua East Violin Kids  
                 performing live for us.  Not to be missed! 

 

 
A Reminder to Waiting List Members 

You are invited to attend just two of our monthly meetings but as 
many of the club activities as you desire.  A courtesy – please let 

the organiser know you would like to participate in case there are 
restrictions on numbers. 

 

Travel for Solos 
A suggestion has been made that members may like to join forces 

for travel – away weekends or even longer journeys.  A board will 
be made available at our September meeting for you to register 

your interest.  Then we’ll get together and explore possibilities.  

Something tells me we’re on to something good!!! 
 

******************************** 

Activity Reports 

Reading 

                                                                                                                                              

“Good friends, good books and a sleepy conscience – this is the ideal life”, wrote Mark Twain.   

 

Loneliness is no trouble for a reader.  When we are alone, books are our best friends. They 

entertain us in our spare moments. Good writing gives great enjoyment and opens our minds. 

It allows us to forget the cares and worries of life, become immersed in another world. 

At our meetings we share, we laugh, and best of all, we come away with some good titles to 

pursue.  We meet at the Whitby Library on the second Tuesday of each month 10.15 - 11.15am.  

Why not come join us?  Next meeting 8 September. “  Julie McLagan Phone 2379022 

 

Rae Denize at Book Club 

Photography   

Thank you Dale Williamson for this report and the stunning photos.  Alas, not enough space for them all … 

“We (all two of us, Sue Gore and myself) met at Dolly Varden Reserve at about 9:30 this morning.  Alas, other 

members were otherwise engaged.  We wandered along the Cambourne Walkway by the boatsheds between 

the Reserve and Grays Road.  We met Tim Shepherd with Sam Hunt - see attached photo.  The weather was 

quite kind, but a gentle breeze stirred up the water a bit to prevent perfect reflections.” 
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Walking 

“At this time there are 22 members in our                                 

 group.  Of course not all attend at once.   

Over recent weeks the weather has not been the best 

but even on the worst of days a few  

of the hardy (not me) have walked regardless. On 

one wet and windy morning we couldn’t stop Gill 

Barcus from doing her normal weekly walk even 

though she completed the lake circuit half drowned.  

Everyone enjoys the coffee and fellowship afterwards 

and this part of the process is just as important as 

the actual walking. We are blessed to have such 

lovely members 

participating.  

Come and join us for an hour at 9 am every Tuesday outside the CO-OP by 

the lake.  You will be most welcome. The benefits of walking are 

immeasurable.  

                                                                                                                                                               

I have organised a Sunday walking group also that is open  

for all.  We meet at the CO-OP at 9.00 am finishing about 10.30 . This group 

prefers to car pool at the CO-OP and walk in different areas as a group, 

finishing with a coffee and a chat afterwards. The Sunday group is family 

orientated and ages range from 7 to 80 plus. Come along and join us, we 

would love to see you.”  Don Quirk  phone 2347700  dquirk@xtra.co.nz 

                                                           

Dine–Out 

“Once again The Plimmerton Boating Club did us proud with a fantastic 3 course meal.  After a big lunch in a 

warm friendly environment, the winter sun decided to make an appearance and suddenly the eyelids started to 

feel just a little heavier than usual.  If you have not eaten at the boating club, it is open on Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday evenings and is a good option for a relatively cheap meal out.  Sunday is a buffet meal. 

Next month we are going to The Roundabout in Tawa.  Details at the monthly meeting. 

In November we are going to Te Onepu Restaurant, Whitireia Polytechnic  on 19 November at 6pm for dinner.  

It will be a 3 course meal, table service selecting from a menu of 3 or 4 options for each course.  The cost is 

$30 per head which must be paid for no later than 7 October at the monthly Probus meeting.  There is a limit of 

45 people.  At the next two monthly meetings there will be two separate dineout boards.  One will be for the 

lunch that month and the other (which will only be out at morning tea time and will be attended by Colin or 

Bev) will be for the dinner at Whitireia.  If you want to go to Whitireia for dinner in November you must get 

mailto:dquirk@xtra.co.nz
http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPueh-2CxscCFYTgpgodWrgE6g&url=http://caiteile.com/2013/01/24/walking-with-grandma/&ei=dE_dVfuUGITBmwXa8JLQDg&psig=AFQjCNFDCTGVVK_G9_-31OVNvC3h8wrHsw&ust=1440653541295375
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your name on this board and pay cash at either the September or October monthly meetings. 

Colin and Bev 234 1090  colin@cebus.co.nz or bev@cebus.co.nz            

                       

Cinema 

Thank you, Anthea Levy, for this report.  

“The third Monday of August saw a select group of Probus cinema devotees at The Lighthouse to see the 

movie, “Mr Holmes”.  Many enjoyed a sociable coffee beforehand in the cafe before seeing the film itself. 

What a superb film this is with outstanding performances from Sir Ian McKellen as the aforementioned elderly 

Mr Holmes reflecting on his professional life and human failings. He was ably supported by Laura Linney in the 

role of his housekeeper and Milo Parker as her young son who shared with Mr Holmes a passionate interest in 

bee-keeping. 

The smaller number than usual of Probus members was most probably due to the fact that this movie has been 

in cinemas for some weeks. However it is certainly one of those films that one could well watch and enjoy a 

second time.  Altogether a great way to spend a Monday morning – and the rain held off both before and after 

the show! “ 

“The movie for September 28th will be “Everest”.  Coffee and chit chat from 10.00 a.m. until the screening at 

10.30. Please remember that if you are a member or on the waiting list you are welcome to join us.  You will 

enjoy the company as well as the movie!  For further details please contact Barb on nichols@xtra.co.nz 

Outing 

“An interesting outing for the tour of Parliament buildings by  

18 members plus one guest, made enjoyable by our excellent tour 

leader Murray who also had history on his side. Just by chance we met 

Sir Lockwood Smith at the visitors’ entrance.  He was also visiting, 

home from a trip from London and chatted away to us like long lost 

friends.  Backbenches for lunch, then a small group of us took a peek 

from the gallery for question time in the house. We couldn't thank 

Winston for the train tickets as the old b***** r was absent from the 

house. A quick exit to catch the 04.44 for Mana and the day was 

complete.”  Thank you Derek McDonald for this report and for 

organising the outing. 

 

On September 17
th
 we are invited to visit the Gillies McIndoe Research Institute where Dr Swee Tan, renowned 

reconstructive plastic surgeon, leads his team of leading researchers - an amazing opportunity to glimpse the 

dedication and skill of this remarkable man.  More details at our September Club Meeting.  Check your diary.  

Only 20 spaces available. 

Genealogy 

“The Genealogy Group had another interesting meeting when it last met on Tuesday 4th August. We discussed 

how the ethnic composition of many NZ families has changed significantly over the last few generations. 

Members brought to the meeting a photograph or painting of an ancestor and talked about an interesting 

aspect of their life. Roy again used his genealogy and computer skills to search for information on specific 

mailto:colin@cebus.co.nz
mailto:bev@cebus.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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ancestors of several members. 

Our next meeting will be held at 1.30pm on Tuesday 1st September at Rob’s home, 456 Paremata Road. It will 

be a varied programme but the major focus will be how to better use Google and other websites to trace 

information on early family members. All Club members and waiting list folk are welcome to attend.” 

Lenora Jones (235 5252) lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz  or Rob McLagan (2379 022) robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz.  

Thank you Rob McLagan for this report.    

 

Golf 

No organised local golf this month.  Far afield fairways beckon.  Warmer weather should lure them home. 

500 Cards 

Colin Edwards reports “There were 8 people at the last 500, so we had two separate games going on 

concurrently.  Lots of laughter - from one table especially.  Remember everyone is welcome and it is a lot of 

fun, especially cosy fun on a wintry day!   Never too old to learn!   Next meeting will be 16 September, 

10.00am, venue tba.  The more the merrier! ”   Allan Nichols  nichols@xtra.co.nz  Ph 234 8415       

 

Mah Jong 

“Mah Jong had 3 tables at each session this month. It was great to see a new member join us at the last 

session and for her to get one on one teaching from Irene. Remember this is a 5 Monday month so there won't 

be any Mah Jong next Monday. September 7 and 21 will be our dates next month. “  Thank you, Diana Paris for 

this report. 

*************************************** 

Duty Roster for September Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  

Room Set Up   Judy Forbes, Marie Gregory, Pat Hobden, Colin Edwards. Please meet for an 8.45am start. 

Meeters and Greeters   At 9.05am, the first two names on this list move to the front door to welcome people, 

mark the attendance roll, check for apologies, take details for the birthday draw. 

Morning Tea   Margaret Carson, Shona Bowman (to assist the two co-ordinators at morning tea time only). 

Club Profile Speaker   Dale Williamson 

Guest Speaker     Dr Lew Jillings 

Introduced by     Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker    Margaret Faulkner 

Dates for our Diaries 

01 September    Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 
01 September    Genealogy Group at Seagulls 456 Paremata Road 1.30pm  

02 September    Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am  
07 September    Mah Jong Croquet Club 1.00pm 

08 Septmeber    Reading  Whitby Library 10.15am 

15 September    Dine-Out  The Roundabout, Tawa.  Details at the Club Meeting 
16 September    500 Club  venue tba 10.00am 

17 September    Outing  Gillies McIndoe Research Facility Newtown 1.00pm (details at club meeting) 
21 September    Mah Jong   Croquet Club 1.00pm  

28 September    Cinema “Everest”  Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am  

30 September    Photography Group  Venue tba 
07 October        Probus Club Meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 

 

                                                                                                

mailto:lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz
mailto:robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz

