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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Len Currie 
      Secretary:  Rob McLagan 

Committee: 
Vice President:  Peter Cox    Outings:  Diana Paris 
Treasurer:  Barb Nichols    Almoner:  Rob McGovern 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard    Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
 
SEPTEMBER MEETING 
 
At the club’s September meeting President Len was unable to attend so Peter Cox, the Vice 
President, took over in this role.  There can be no doubt that Len would feel reassured at his 
determination to begin each meeting with a joke as this was maintained by Peter telling his 
Christmas “story.” 
 
The club Secretary, Rob McLagan, encouraged members to give some thought to new 
interest groups they may wish to start, or become members of, should newly formed groups 
take their fancy. 
 
Ross Moore, who is ‘Chief-outings-organiser,’ in the absence of Diana Paris, gave clear 
information regarding the visit to the Aviation Museum at Kapiti . . . and this will take place 
on Thursday 20th September.  The 9.35am train from Paremata will be the ideal one to 
catch.  A bus will meet the train and take people to the Museum.  
 

 
OCTOBER’S GUEST SPEAKER Our guest speaker for October is Emma Whiteside, an 

Industrial Design Graduate 2009, (Massey, Wellington.) She entered and won the 
Sustainable Arts Award for her Queen Adelaide dress in the 2009 WORLD OF WEARABLE 
ART AWARDS SHOW. After that success she was invited to assist with the renovation work 
at Government House refurbishment and the design of moulds for panels 

 
ROSTER DUTIES FOR OCTOBER MEETING 

((Please be there by 8.45 am, if you are in the first 3 groups) 
Setting Up:  John Watts, Bevan Tong, June Campbell-Tong 
Morning Tea:  Anne Watts, Sylvia Calcott, Lenora Jones 
Meeters & Greeters:  John Watts, Anne Watts 
Three Minute Speakers:  Ian Webster, Val Hellberg, Sue Gore 
Thanking the Speaker: Sue Couch 
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INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 

Walking Group:  Activity in this group is on hold for the moment and will resume in October. 

 

Mah Jong:  Please note that there are changes here.  Mah Jong will be held at the Plimmerton 

Croquet Club at 1.00 pm to 3 pm.  Players are asked to bring $2 each as a donation to the 

croquet club.  The Croquet club is in Ulric St near the Plimmerton Domain. 

 Games will be played on the 3
rd

 Monday: i.e. 15
th

 October and 19
th

 November 

 

500: Now that Allan Nichols has returned, 500 will again be held at 7 Portage Place, Whitby, 

on the third Wednesday of the month at 10am. 

 

Cinema Group   The cinema group will be able to see a film at the Lighthouse at Pauatahanui 

on the 4
th

 Monday of each month.  You cannot make a booking; you just have to turn up at 

10.30am and say that you are a Probus member.  The film for 24
th

 September is, “Hysteria” 

 

 
SOME THOUGHTS TO ‘KEEP YOU AFLOAT’   

 
Everything I need to know, I learned from Noah’s Ark . . . 

1. Don’t miss the boat. 
2. Remember that we are all in the same boat. 
3. Plan ahead.  It was not raining when Noah built the Ark. 
4. Stay fit.  When you are 60+ years old, someone may ask you to do something big. 
5. Don’t listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done. 
6. Build your future on high ground. 
7. For safety’s sake, travel in pairs. 
8. Speed is not always an advantage.  The snails were on board with the cheetahs. 
9. When you are stressed, just float awhile. 
10. Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals. 
11. No matter the storm, there is always a rainbow waiting. 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
 

SEPTEMBER’S THREE MINUTE SPEAKERS 

 
JEAN DAVIDSON.  Jean took great delight in telling us that she lives in Villa 29 and was 
born in 1929.  Initially from the South Island living in Kaiapoi, Christchurch and Riccarton, 
Jean had her secondary education at Christchurch Girls’ High.  She left and worked in the 
music department of a shop while studying music part time at Canterbury University. 
Meeting her husband Geoff, who was involved in civil aviation and radar, they moved to 
Wellington in the 1950s.  Purchasing a section in Karori they decided they would build their 
own house.  The nature of her husband’s job meant that he was away a great deal which left 
weekends and nights as the only times they had to work on their section and construction.  
The nature of the site was not particularly easy to deal with, as the need to lay the 
foundation on a flattened area that was some considerable distance above the road to which 
materials had to be delivered, was made very clear.  
Jean’s husband was of the mind that there was no problem that could not be solved, and 
she had the audience really laughing as she described Geoff’s highly successful efforts to 
get the shingle that had been dumped on the road, up to the building site itself.  Making a 
trolley with solid wheels, the body of 3x4 timbers, with half an oil drum cut long ways and 
attached to the trolley.  Ropes were then attached to this creation and Jean’s contribution 
was to hop into the 1927 Studebaker to which the ropes were attached, and drive down 



3 
 

slowly, which meant the trolley went up!  The biggest laugh was when the audience heard 
how nearby builders, who could see it, but not the car, came to see just how that trolley was 
able to make its own way up the slope! 
Part of Jean’s husband’s job was involved with visiting lighthouses and he was able to 
procure 1000 watt bulbs that were still usable.  This enabled them to work at night on the 
building of their family home which in time housed their five children.  Jean was widowed in 
1969 and went teaching. 
 
BASIL DOME.  Born in the UK, Basil lived in Portsmouth, home of the Royal Navy and a 
nice city in which to live.  In WW2 the city was knocked around quite a bit and their own 
house was burnt after incendiary bombs landed.   
Basil undertook a Ford dealership apprenticeship which enabled him to talk about cars with 
mechanical knowledge.  In the mid -1950s he applied for the air force and undertook twelve 
weeks initial training.  During this time he met and befriended someone from Auckland, by 
the name of John Abbott.  Basil clearly remembers all the many things that John told him 
about regarding New Zealand.  Things such as the fact that at that time there were 60 million 
people in the UK, but the landmass was less than in New Zealand.  New Zealand was 
struggling to make 3 million in terms of its population.  Of course, the All Blacks got a 
mention!  John also clearly made the point that New Zealand was number three in the world 
for quality of life. 
Basil married his beloved Maura in 1959.  Eventually, working their way through the queues 
at New Zealand House, they came to New Zealand, thinking that they would maybe return to 
the UK at a later date.  This did not happen but Basil said they have had a much better life, 
they have had luck in work situations, and now have four gorgeous daughters-in-law. 
 
MARGARET BROWN. Another Whitby Probus member with connections to Portsmouth, 
Margaret was one of 4 children.  She made it clear that she would speak about a 10 year 
period in her life and the remainder could perhaps be the contents of a TV series in which 
Kiera Knightly played the lead!! 
Margaret’s training was gained at an Institute of Management and Catering.  At age 17 she 
moved to London and into a BBC hostel with a 10.30pm deadline, and where she (and 
others) learned the art of climbing in windows in multi-storey buildings.  An Italian chef who 
liked bottoms ended up leaving a bloody handprint on Margaret’s derriere.  Six years of 
catering and being the manageress of restaurants meant she saw a number of aspects of 
life in London.  Having decided to go flatting in London she found it was not all that it should 
have been.  There was no bath in her flat so she had to use the bath belonging to her 
landlady -  but -  there was only a curtain between the bath, the kitchen, the landlady, the 
dog and Margaret when bathing!  The problem was solved by using the Westminster Public 
Baths at lunchtime as they were clean, hot and full. 
‘Overseas experience’ was gained by Margaret through having a Swiss boyfriend, but it did 
not last so she returned to London as a secretary.  The search for new adventure then lead 
her to New Zealand House, and for the price of ten pounds and being bonded for two years, 
Margaret made a 6 week cruise to New Zealand and ended up in Wellington. 
Life here has seen Margaret involved in art: painting, leather work, lead lighting and being an 
active member of the Kapiti Camera Club.  She completed a two year craft and design 
course at Whitireia.  (Look out for Ms Knightley in the aforementioned starring role!!) 
 

 
 

 THANK YOU to those members who have made great efforts to submit their apologies for non-

attendance at monthly meetings.  Please remember that the Club Secretary is now Rob McLagan, 
and he can be contacted on 237 9022, or at robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz  (It is not Barb Nichols that 

you need to contact in this regard.) 

Alcohol is not the answer; it just makes you forget the question! 

mailto:robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
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Salmon (or Tuna) with Tomato & Spinach Penne 

 
Ingredients: 
200 gram pack Regal Wood Roasted Salmon 
or 200-300gm  Fresh salmon – pre-cooked 
or 250gr tin  Tuna 
3 tbsp   olive oil 
1 Onion – finely chopped 
1 Clove   garlic 
400gr tin  Italian crushed tomatoes 
6 large    spinach leaves (approx.) – chopped 
or 3   zucchini – sliced 
rock salt   to taste 
ground black pepper  to taste 
pinch of   sugar 
1 lemon   grated rind of  
handful    chopped parsley 
300gr   penne – cooked al dente 
Olive oil 
Optional:    brown button mushrooms – chopped 
¼ - ½  cup  parmesan cheese – grated 
 
Method: 
 
Fresh salmon:  Pre-cook in oven for 8-9 minutes @ 200

0
 C. (Fan oven 190

0 
C) 

Soften the onion in the olive oil over a low heat. 
Add the garlic and cook for a couple of minutes. 
Add the crushed tomatoes to the onion and garlic mixture – simmer for 5 minutes. 
Add the spinach (or zucchini) seasonings, (mushrooms) and sugar. 
Simmer for a further 4 minutes or until the spinach is tender (5 mins for zucchini). 
Stir in the lemon rind, parsley and broken up / chopped Regal wood roasted salmon, marinated and   
cook fresh salmon or Tuna, into pieces and gently stir it through the sauce. 
 
Pasta: 
 
Bring to the boil and simmer in salted water for approx. 11-12 minutes. 
Cook to al dente (cooked, but still firm) 
Thoroughly strain off the water then stir through a little olive oils as it stops it sticking together. 
Serve pasta, then spoon salmon or tuna mixture over the top.  
Sprinkle parmesan cheese over the top of the salmon or tuna mixture. 
 
Enjoy!      ** And thanks, once again, to Annette Craig ** 

_____________________________________________ 

 
GUEST SPEAKER at September’s Meeting 

 
David Pimblott and his wife Beryl, came to Whitby 35 years ago where they have run their business 
ever since.  The business is well known as North South GIS Group and is now a multi-national 
company with staff all over NZ, the USA, and India. 
 
David was the son of a RAF man and a mum who worked in London during the blitz.  He came to NZ 
at the age of 18, having been to 9 schools by the time he was 11 years old.  Training as a 
cartographer, his career began with the NZ Atlas on which he worked for 2.5 years.  In the early 
1970s David’s work involved transport maps showing not only train routes but air transport routes; 
maps that took 7.5 months to complete! 
 
With the advent of IT David was able to enter the realm of ‘explorer-graphics’ and the company he 
formed focuses on geographic information systems.  A prime motivation is to deliver solutions that 
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take advantage of geography.  The company now “integrates data, systems and technologies to get 
corporate outcomes that are effective and successful.”  The results are that David’s company has 
been an award winning company many times, as have his clients, for work that his company  has 
done on their behalf.  An example of this is the prize that the Taranaki Regional Council won in 2011. 
 
The range and scope of GIS services was explained in terms of what it has and is achieving in the 
Port of Los Angeles.  Given that there are 4.5 million people in LA, there is incredible diversity in the 
port itself with huge containership facilities, marine activities for leisure, an oil refinery, a prison and an 
opening bridge.  What GIS has been able to do is integrate all geospatial systems in and around the 
port.  When you hear that it costs a billion dollars a day for downtime when stuff cannot be taken out 
of the port, you begin to realise the value of what GIS is able to do in terms of locating problems 
rapidly and allowing them to be fixed equally fast. (When John Key was a visitor to GIS and was 
shown just what was happening in real time in the Port of LA, live, he was wide eyed!!) 
 
GIS works globally with all software development being done in Whitby.  It has been involved in a 
great a deal of work regarding Christchurch with online systems to support the Canterbury recovery.  
There is currently a border project dealing with the Kuwait and Saudi border, and it is published in 
both Arabic and English. GeoCirrus is the catalyst for a new venture . . . yes, the audience got the 
feeling that GIS would continue to be innovative, analytical, collaborative and work out of Whitby. 
 
As Bill Moller said when he thanked David on behalf of the Club, we certainly had our personal 
knowledge added to, and our horizons pushed some considerable distance. 
 

^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^ 

 

 Only two people featured in the September birthday draw and the lucky 
person was Maura Dome. 

^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^+^ 

 

WHITBY PROBUS CLUB CHRISTMAS MEETING – FUNCTION   
 

This will take place on December 5th at Whitby Lakes Village.  To cover the 
expenses and catering costs please pay your $23 as soon as possible to the 
Club’s Treasurer, Barb Nichols. 
 

+=+=+=+=+=+=+= 
 
 

Chief Reporter for the Club’s Dine Out Event was once again, Peter Cox. 
 

 
The Super Goldcards received a thrashing on our last visit with everyone using the chance to travel to 
Waikanae by train.  Well, all but Barbara Strachan, who still has to pay!!  Those who went early for a 
look around were not overly impressed with the shops there.  After some smart talking to the caterer 
at the Waikanae Club – because our numbers were down by four - we enjoyed a roast beef meal and 
desert. They say that what happens on tour stays on tour ….. so I cannot reveal the hilarity on the 
2pm train out of Waikanae on 12 Sept. 
 
Our next visit: We are travelling to Lower Hutt on Wednesday 10 October to the Parrot & Jigger 
situated at Station Village 499 Hutt Rd. We are booked in for a 12.15pm lunch.  
 
Whitireia update: I’m holding 8 names as reserves for lunch on 15 Nov. (The first 25 names on my 

list are confirmed) Whitireia will advise me of any spare seats as they become available. 
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REMEMBER:  PSPL Travel Insurance  

This insurance cover is available to Probus members and one guest on any 

Probus or private travel. 

Age limit – 100 years.  Pre-existing conditions can be waived. 

Flat Fee:  Domestic or NZ $99.00 pp.  International including Norfolk Island 

$200 pp 

Easy application contact PSPL for your TI Pack today. 

Toll Free 0800 14776 287 or +61 2 9689 0200 

Email: travelinsurance@probussouthpacific.org  

 

 

 

 I always think a person’s soul is hidden in their smile. 

Features change, the serious look assumes a different style. 

Eyes forget their colour when they lighten into mirth, 

And borrow stars from heaven just to twinkle on the earth. 

In youth or age, in little babies, smiling holds such grace. 

It seems as if the soul within just flashes to the face. 

                      So . . . don’t forget to smile    

 
Peter Cox’s quote to end the meeting:  “If you say you can’t, you won’t.” 

 
                      

Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Newsletter Editor   

 

 
 
   
  

mailto:travelinsurance@probussouthpacific.org

