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The PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
CLUB NUMBER: 9003945 

 
Meets 1st Wednesday at 9:30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President:  Peter Cox 
 

                 Secretary:  Rob McLagan 
Committee 
Vice President:  Diana Paris                        Treasurer:  Barb Nichols 
Speakers:  Tim Sheppard           Newsletter:  Bronwyn Macfarlane 
Acting Treasurer:  Gaye McGill           Evacuation/Safety:  Dave Kerse 
Almoner:  Len Currie                                                          Membership Admin:   Ian Webster 
 

SEPTEMBER   MEETING 
 

Once again Peter was in the role of President and despite the fact that he conducted the meeting 
from a sitting position, he made his presence felt!  Not yet able to weight-bear on his left foot, he 
complained about his cold toes and was quick to link this experience to a teacher who was 
endeavouring to relate to his students, all about the circulation of the blood around the body.  The 
teacher had demonstrated by standing on his head and asking the students what they observed. Of 
course they all commented on his bright red face, highly visible during his head stand.  When the 
teacher asked why people do not end up with bright red feet, the students were quick to answer 
with, “Well, there’s nothing empty down there!” 
 
Secretary 
Rob was welcomed back, along with Julie, after eighteen weeks travelling the world.  Rob thanked 
Ross Moore who had filled in for him whilst he was away. 
There is a new magazine for Probus members, entitled Active Retirees, and Rob recommended that 
members read it.  Copies were available at the door; if you do not have one see Rob. 
 
Almoner 
Len Currie mentioned that he had sent cards to members, where appropriate.  In his role as 
Almoner, Len needs you to let him know when it may be a thoughtful gesture for a card to be sent, a 
phone call made, or even a visit.  He reiterated that a person’s privacy will be respected at all times  
and any information passed on will happen only when permission has been granted. 
 
Treasurer 
The Acting Treasurer, Gaye McGill, gave a message that was short and sweet!  There are sufficient 
funds to see the Club through to the end of the year. 
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Evacuation and Safety 
Dave Kerse explained that a fire and evacuation procedure had been formulated.  The Committee 
has given its approval so the relevant document is now attached to this newsletter so all members 
will be able to familiarise themselves with the content.  Dave will speak to this at the next meeting. 
He is in the process of negotiating a storage space with the Whitby Bowling Club in which the 
electronic equipment of the Probus Club can be stowed each month.  This will mean that it does not 
have to be lugged back and forth in all weathers. 
The third point Dave explained was that we as a club, are looking to join up with the Bowling Club, 
and possibly others, to fund the purchase of a defibrillator which can be housed in an adjacent 
locality and be immediately available should the need arise.  He will keep us informed. 
 
Bring and Take Table 
While not a huge number of goodies were available, what had been brought to the table was very 
quickly removed by grateful members.  Please do not forget to bring along anything that you think 
another member may be delighted to have.  (I certainly enjoyed reading the latest Home and Garden 
magazine.) 

** CHRISTMAS FUNCTION ** 
 

Remember to pencil in the date for the December/Christmas meeting, which will be held on 4 
December, at the Mana Cruising Club.   

 The cost for the luncheon will be $30 which will include GST  

 You can arrive from 11.30am onwards and socialise for up to an hour as lunch will be 
served at 12.30pm 

 There will be a cash bar open for those who wish to purchase a drink to accompany 
the lunch. 

 Payment for the Christmas function must be made before 4 December.  You can pay at 
the October or November meeting, or you can make an online payment.  If you choose 
the latter please make sure your name is supplied and send Barb Nichols a brief email 
to let her know that’s how you have paid.  The Probus Club of Whitby’s bank account 
is with the ASB, North City Branch – Porirua.  A/c No.  is   123254  0089053  00   

 Any member who may like help with transport to get to this function, please speak 
with Peter Cox so it can be organised well in advance. 

 
SEPTEMBER MEETING - ATTENDANCE FIGURES 

80 Members were present, 40 sent apologies and 3 were unaccounted for. 
Please contact the club Secretary, Rob McLagan, on 237 9022 or at robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz   or 
the club President, Peter Cox, on 237 6642 or at alisonpete@xtra.co.nz  when you are unable to 
attend a meeting.       
 

MARRIED BLISS?? 
Someone stole my partner’s VISA card recently, but we won’t be reporting it.  The thief is spending 
less than she did!  (or should that read, “spending less than he did?”) 
 

 
ROSTER DUTIES FOR OCTOBER MEETING 

(Please be there by 8.45am if you are in the first two groups) 
Setting Up:                                 Glenys Greaves, Kath Karantonis, Shirleen Hughes, Dave  
                                                     Dunnett, Lindsay McIsaacs, Marcia Dunnett 
Meeters & Greeters:                Marcia Dunnett, Vivienne McIsaacs      
Seven Minute Speaker             Beryl McGovern    
Thanking the Guest Speaker   Pat Hobden 

file:///C:/Users/Ken%20&%20Bron/Documents/Probus%20Club/robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
mailto:alisonpete@xtra.co.nz
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GUEST SPEAKER for OCTOBER 
Graham Kelly, a member of our club, will be the next guest 
speaker.  Graham will entertain members with the story of 

how music has impacted on his life. 
 

 

Some guy bought a new fridge for his house. 

To get rid of his old fridge, he put it in his front yard and hung a Sign on it saying: 'Free to good 

home. You want it, you take it.' 

For three days the fridge sat there without anyone looking twice. 

He eventually decided that people were too mistrustful of this deal. 

So he changed the sign to read: 'Fridge for sale $50.'  

The next day someone stole it!       (They walk among us!) 

 
My colleague and I were eating our lunch in our cafeteria when we overheard a blonde admin girl 
talking about the sunburn she got on her weekend drive to the beach. 
She drove down in a convertible, but said she 'didn't think she'd get sunburned because the car 
was moving.’      (They Walk Among Us!) 
 
Speeding Research 
Traffic Camera:  A man was driving when he saw the flash of a traffic camera. He figured that 

his picture had been taken for exceeding the limit, even though he knew that he was not 

speeding... Just to be sure, he went around the block and passed the same spot, driving even 

more slowly, but again the camera flashed. Now he began to think that this was quite funny, so 

he drove even slower as he passed the area again, but the traffic camera again flashed. He tried 

a fourth time with the same result..... He did this a fifth time and was now laughing when the 

camera flashed as he rolled past, this time at a snail's pace... Two weeks later, he got five tickets 

in the mail for driving without a seat belt...      (They drive among us!) 

 

******************** 
JOHN GRANVILLE - GUEST SPEAKER 

 
 

Tim Sheppard stepped into his role once again in introducing John Granville, the guest speaker for 
the September meeting.  John had had a full navy career with many years of both sea service and 
service overseas. He retired from the navy in 1996 where his final role was as the Commandant of the 
NZ Cadet Forces. He then went on to gain a business study degree.  His current job from which he is 
soon to retire is Executive Director of the NZ Institute of Quantity Surveyors. John has been a 
Rotarian for 20 years and is currently a new generations co-ordinator. 
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John made it quite clear that he was not going to speak so that his audience would learn something of 
value!  Despite making three attempts to get into the NZ navy, John stayed in the navy for the next 35 
years.  A constant love in his life was a genuine interest in pithy sayings, particularly those which 
related to all things nautical.  Of all the methods of contact between ships – signals, lights, flags, 
codes and quotes, it was the verbal ones that grabbed his imagination, and put them on a par with 
biblical and Shakespearian quotes.  While the origin of many of the terms used has been lost, some 
of the terms are still used and even the ‘metricated and decimalised’ world we now live in has not let 
all the terms disappear.  We still hear people saying “in for a penny, in for a pound” or “bob a job” or 
even “a shilling short of a pound.” 
 
An interesting point John made was that New Zealand uses more nautical related slang than any 
other country.  Up to the 1960s people coming to New Zealand still came by sea and were exposed to 
nautical terms as they were used all of the time.   
 
In relating a “story” often shared with business men and women, the sheer number of nautically based 
terms became apparent . . . Ahoy! …toe the line … A1…1st rate condition … copper bottom condition 
… cloud 9 … tide you over … staff know their ropes … know the lay of the land … pipe down … steer 
clear … not end up hard and fast … touch and go … get out of your depth … chewing the fat … take 
down a peg or two … 3 sheets to the wind …end up on the rocks … devil and the deep blue sea … 
clinch a deal … cut and run … fly by nighter … son of a gun. 
 
It was at this point in his talk that John explained how he had started up the CANOE – the Committee 

to ascribe a Nautical Origin to Everything! Some of the terms were explained such as ‘toe the line.’  
This is what sailors had to do in order to get paid.  Standing with toes on the line and cap in hand, 
their money was put in their cap. A1 and 1

st
 Rate are linked to Lloyds of London and indicated the 

highest capability (number of guns) of a particular ship. Copper bottom investment – ships with 
copper bottom coverings meant the worms were kept out and were consequently, better investments. 
Hand over fist related to working the ropes. 
 
Know your ropes – able bodied seamen knew them all, their use, and how each of them was spliced 
Cloud 9 was linked to Admiral Beaufort who was interested in wind and cloud levels. ‘All in a day’s 
work’ and ‘wiping the slate clean’ were linked together in the sailing days. A sand timer hour glass   
was used to measure an hour at a time and the day was timed from midday to midday.  When the sun 
was at its zenith the latitude would be found, and then the slate would be wiped clean all in a day’s 
work would begin again. 
 
Touch and go referred to tides.  When the tide was right the ship could touch land and then take off. 
Sometimes ships would have to sit at anchor waiting for the right tide so they could then touch and 
go. Another two linked expressions were ‘scrape the bottom of the barrel’ and ‘chew the fat’. On board 
there was often preserved pork which was part of the sailors’ diet. When the supply of pork was about 
to run out they would scrape the bottom of the barrel and then literally chew the fat while talking with 
crew mates. Take down a peg or two – related to commissioning and flag pennants that are flown in 
ships and when a more highly ranked person went on board their pennant flew at the top. 
 
There were even more expressions John gave the historical background and links to.  From 
comments made after the meeting it was clear that a number of members were not aware of the 
maritime connections.   Fly by nighter, chancing your arm, fits the bill, and son of a gun, may indeed 
now be viewed differently. 
 
Ken Robertson was pleased to give the vote of thanks to John Granville as they had known each 
other for many a long year as officers in the RNZN.  Ken expressed his surprise that John had not 
explained the maritime expression, “cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey” so Ken had 
to do so!  This piece of alleged history explains that in the olden days of sailing ships, cannon balls 
were stacked on the deck beside the guns on brass plates called “monkeys.”  The plates had 
indentions in them that held the balls on the bottoms of the stacks.  Brass, however, expands and 
contracts with the temperature much more than the iron cannon balls and if it became cold enough, 
the cannon balls could fall off, giving foundation to the phrase, “cold enough to freeze the balls off a 
brass monkey!  (Now known as brass monkey weather!) 
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CLUB MEMBER’S PROFILE FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

The Club Speaker for September was GRAHAM MILLER.  He began his life story with an effective rhetorical 

question:  “Can I cover nearly seventy years in seven minutes?  Consider the numbers: 1 wife, 2 sons, 3 

countries, 3 redundancies, 3 local government organisations, 3 dogs, 5 cats, 12 houses, 13 employers, and 23 

cars . . . “  So, the concentration was on the highlights of his life. 

 Graham was born in Cambusbarron, a small village outside Stirling in central Scotland, where he went 

to the local primary school, followed by the High School of Stirling – founded in the 12th century.  At the age of 

8 he was saved from drowning by a complete stranger who dived fully clothed into the swimming pool and 

pulled him out, unconscious.  He does not remember much about that incident except the sight of his rescuer’s 

pound notes hanging on the washing line! 

 In the early sixties, when it was time to leave school, and a time when there were no career advisers,   

Graham went for a job as a laboratory assistant at a local distillery.  This was a decision based on the fact that 

he had been good at chemistry at school.  The interviewer was Magnus Pyke who was also a TV science 

presenter.  He offered Graham the job but also said, “Go to university, get a chemistry degree and I’ll give you 

a much better job!”  Graham almost asked him what a university was . . . but took his advice. 

 The best university for chemistry was Edinburgh so that is where he applied.  However, they wanted 

to wait for his final year exam results, so he applied to second-best Glasgow who said, “Send five pounds and 

you’re in!” so he did.  This was another life changing decision for it was there that he met his future wife. 

 Chemistry was not really for Graham so he switched courses to get an honours degree in geography.  

By then he’d had enough of studying and being poor, so it was time to get a job – putting off working until he 

was 23 wasn’t bad!  During the university holidays, Graham had been a milkman and a customer was the 

County Planning Office.  On one cold, wet morning he saw through the window a warm coal fire and a chap 

colouring in plans, so when he had finished his round he got changed and went back to see if there were any 

holiday jobs for a geography student who was good at colouring in.  He was told to try the Burgh Planning 

Office which he did, and that was the start of Graham becoming a town planner. 

 After university he applied for several planning jobs, two of which were memorable.  One was in 

Edinburgh with a government planning agency, so the civil service flew him down to London for an interview!  

He was then offered a choice of jobs, one in Bristol and the other in Newcastle.  Quote:  “If you thought ‘Yes, 

Minister’ was a comedy – to British civil servants it was a documentary!” 

 However, Graham had another offer from Livingston New Town, which was west of Edinburgh, and 

was in its infancy and early residents had the pioneering spirit – houses were used as doctors’ surgeries, 

churches, meeting rooms, play centres etc, until the real things were built.  The job was interesting and once 

we were married, life in our own brand new flat was great.  

 At that time, 1970, there were lots of planning jobs in exotic places such as the Bahamas and 

Barbados.  These had dried up by the time he was fully qualified after three years of night school.  During this 

time Graham and his wife had been on one of the first holiday tours to the then Soviet Union, bought their first 

house in Bathgate and had their first baby, cat and dog. In 1974 local government in England and Wales was 

reorganised so Graham got a job with Cambridgeshire County Council and moved to a village north of 

Cambridge, where a year later, their second child was born.  The ‘culture shock’ of moving from Scotland to 

England was quite significant and far greater than moving to NZ. 

 A job in Christchurch came up and in 1979 Graham and his family arrived there not knowing a soul!  

They were met at the airport by some new colleagues and made very welcome.  They soon settled in 

Christchurch which they found a friendly place, and within four months acquired a house, a cat and a dog.  

1985 saw another change when Graham was persuaded to move to Wellington.  After a few years consulting 

he joined Wellington Regional Council in a management role with responsibility for regional planning, civil 

defence and environmental management. Managing Wellington Harbour was added by the 1989 

reorganisation and things changed with the Resource Management Act in 1991. Graham asked another 

rhetorical question: “What is it with Chief Executives – the ones I’ve worked for seem to love reorganisation!”  

The first time it happened, he did not apply for any of the new jobs created and was duly made redundant. 
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 In 1995 Graham became Executive Director of the NZ Shipping Federation and a real highlight during 
his time was going to the International Labour Organisation in Geneva as the NZ Employers delegate. A 
number of companies closed or withdrew from coastal shipping with a corresponding reduction in shipping 
federation members, which led to Graham’s second redundancy. 
 He then returned to local government at Upper Hutt City Council managing the planning, building, 
environmental health, animal control and civil defence departments.  Animal control had the most hassles – 
stray cows were more of a problem than stray dogs - especially when they were the Mayor’s cows!  The dogs 
did get Graham interviewed live on BBC Radio 5, but he did wonder as to who would have been listening at 
5am in the UK! 
 Redundancy number three occurred at the age of 60 when another Chief Executive’s reorganisation 
took place.  Graham then became a planner in a consultancy with a wide range of clients, and anticipating 
retirement, he worked part time for a couple of years. 
 Having fully retired a couple of years ago he has not missed work at all.  He has been busy doing other 
things, especially family history.  This has meant that Graham has discovered that two branches of his family 
and one of his wife’s actually settled in NZ.  Having said that they did not know a soul when they arrived in NZ, 
Graham ended with his final question of, “Do we live in a small world or a big village?” 
 

 

 
INTEREST GROUP INFORMATION 

 
Mah Jong             Reminder that this is now held twice a month on the 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Monday of each 

                              month from1-3pm, at the Plimmerton Croquet Club in Ulric St.  Anyone is free   
                              to join; if interested please ring Barb: 234 8415.  Remember if you are a  
                              learner you can still join one of these groups. 
 
500 Cards             3

rd
 Wednesday of each month.  

 
Cinema                4

th
 Monday of each month at The Lighthouse, Pauatahanui.  Turn up before 

                            10.30am  
 
Dine Out              2

nd
 Wednesday of each month.  Contact Marcia or Dave Dunnett: 233 8997.   

                            See below. 
 
Outings               3

rd
 Thursday of each month.  Contact Diana Paris: 234 7683 

                

 

Dine Out  
As previously advised, the September Dine Out was held at One Red Dog on the 
wharf.  Unfortunately, due to the inclement weather and other unforeseen circumstances, the number 
of attendees on the day dropped to half.  However, those who braved the weather were treated once 
again to an enjoyable lunch and get together. The set price menu provided for garlic bread,  a variety 
of tasty pizzas with salad and  rounded off with shared chocolate fondues into which we dipped 
marshmallows and various bits of fresh fruit which was fun and took a number of us back to the ’good 
old days!’  
  
The next Dine Out will be on the 9th of October at Seasons Restaurant in Waikanae (the old Country 
Life/Vela).  If anyone would like to attend but will not be at the next meeting to register, please email 
us or give us a call.                                                                      (Thanks to Marcia and Dave Dunnett) 
 
Outings 

With the timing of two of the races for the America's Cup coinciding with the outing, we had reduced 
numbers of 15 for The Whitby Probus outing on Thursday 19 September. We went to Te Papa, where 
we viewed the WOW Factor Exhibition. The World of Wearable Art has enchanted thousands of 
spectators for the past 25 years. It has launched and enriched the careers of numerous designers, 
nationally and internationally. The WOW Factor showcased more than 25 garments from 25 years of 
Wearable Art Awards and featured design sketches, drawings and models relating to the 2012 show. 
It was great to see the huge video displays of the garments being modelled in the show as movement 
brought a better understanding of what the designer was trying to achieve.  
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It was also interesting that one of our own members, Mrs Faye Quayle had entered into the very first 
WOW exhibition and Faye told us of some of her experiences. We also viewed Our Miss Universe - 

the ball gown, crown, trophy and sash donated by Lorraine Downes who is New Zealand's only 
winner of the Miss Universe title. 
 
Another exhibition viewed was Mollie Rodie Carnival Queen. During World War 2, Mollie Rodie's 

Carnival Queen costume designs brought a touch of Hollywood glamour to fundraising pageants and 
helped raise the spirits on the home front. This exhibition showcased a selection of Mollie’s 
watercolour sketches alongside photographs that reveal how local women brought them to life. They 
were very bright and the colours popped out. 
 
The majority of us then had an early lunch in the cafe on the ground floor before venturing back out 
into the wind and making our way home.                                   (Thanks to Diana Paris for this report) 
 

BIRTHDAY DRAW 

Eight handsome members stood up the front for the birthday draw which was won by Maura 

Dome.  Do enjoy your tipple, Maura. 

 

 President Peter ended the meeting with an anecdote about a very honest seven year old 

girl. The little girl was late home from school which caused her mother considerable concern.  

When her daughter finally appeared she was asked, “Where have you been and why are 

you so late home?” 

With her usual honesty the girl said, “Billy Brown kissed me after school, on the way home.” 

Her mother’s reply was, “What?  How did that happen?” 

The daughter’s response, “It wasn’t easy at all as it took three girls to catch him.” 

 

 
 

The morning tea team prepares for the rush, with Doreen Fleming coordinating. The other 

coordinator Nelda Hotop was having a well-earned holiday. Can you name the team members and 

the early bird in the queue?    (Thanks to the deputy photographer for photo and comment!) 
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(WHO is this?      WHAT is she trying to say?      WHY was her photo taken?) 
 

This was a competition but only three people responded!! (Winner wishes to remain anonymous!) 
WHO is she?   Barbara Strachan 
WHAT was she trying to say? “I did not throw that chip!” 
WHY was her photo taken?   ‘You tell me and we will both know!!’ 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO LOOK AT THE NEXT PAGE AND READ THE EMERGENCY PROCEDURE  
 
 
Bronwyn Macfarlane  
Newsletter Editor 
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THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 

New Zealand Probus Club No. 9003945 

Fire Evacuation Procedure 

If you discover a fire: 

 Operate the nearest fire alarm (front wall of kitchen or rear wall inside south east entrance) 

 Dial 111 – request appropriate services 

If you hear continuous alarm bells: 

 Leave the building immediately and assemble in main car park 

 Use doors on either side of the clubroom to exit building 

 Do not linger in passage ways or exit doors 

 Do not attempt to enter building once outside 

 Do not run 

 Do not return to the building until the “all clear” is given 

Make yourself aware of the location of all alarms and exits 

Earthquake Procedure 

In the event of an earthquake the following procedures must be followed: 

 Drop, Cover and Hold On as soon as the earthquake starts.  Do not wait to see if it gets 

worse 

 Do not move until the “all clear” is given by one of the wardens. 

 Do not leave the building during an earthquake as you will be in greater danger. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Probus Club of Whitby Wardens are: Club facilities co-ordinator, Members of the Executive 

Committee or any delegated club member 

Club Warden duties are: 

 In the event of fire: 

 Ensure building is empty- check kitchen, toilets and office. 

 Ensure Fire Service have been called (Dial 111). 

 Ensure people do not re-enter the building until the “all clear” is given by the Fire Service. 

 Be Seen – Report to Chief Fire Officer on arrival. (a decision on jerkin / arm band is required)  

 In the event of an earthquake: 

 Ensure all members remain in their relatively protected spaces until the event is over.  

 Ensure no members leave the building during earthquake. 

 
 

Version: 1.0 
Approved:  
Review: 2015 or when venue changes 
 


