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                                                                                                               photo thanks to Graham Craig 

Newsletter for April - May 2017 

Next Meeting Wednesday 3 May 2017 9.30am 
Whitby Bowling Club 

Apologies please to Secretary  Diana Paris Phone 234 7683 

Committee Members 
President  Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 Membership Diana Paris Ph 234 7683 
Past-President  Julie McLagan Ph 237 9022 Newsletter Rae Denize Ph 238 1038 

Vice-President  Anthea Levy Ph 234 6674 Outings June Campbell-Tong Ph 234 7918 
Secretary Diana Paris Ph 234 7683 Outings Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 
Treasurer Derek Oldershaw Ph 234 7733 Member John Antliff Ph 233 2215 

Caring/Welfare Norma Withers Ph 238 4222 Member Colin Edwards Ph 234 1090 
 

A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

 
April Meeting 
We were warmly welcomed by Doreen Fleming and Diana Paris  

 

New Members 

We welcomed three new members to our club. 

 
From left to right, June Campbell-Tong introduced Jacqui Campbell, Annette Craig introduced Dianne Roberts 
and Wendy Betteridge was introduced by Gwyn Akeroyd. 

http://probus.angnz.com/
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The Birthday Draw for April 

Our April babies… 

 

and the winner is… Jenny Williamson. 

 

Farewell 

It is with sadness that we note the passing of Mike Allen and we send our deepest sympathy and kind thoughts 

to his life partner, Dinia. 

Guest Speakers 

Speaker organiser, Graham Kelly, has an interesting line-up ahead for us … Thank you Graham! 

3 May  Mary Fisher - Paralympian blind gold medal swimmer  
7 June  Mario Rodrigues, Ambassador of Cuba - Changes in the Cuban economy and with the US and 
their contribution to developing countries 

5 July  Wendy Betteridge – will talk about “De-Merits of Driving” 
 

Club Speaker  
 
Our club speaker in April was Lew Jillings. Unfortunately I was unable to attend the meeting but Lew has kindly 

given us this transcript. I do wish I had been there to hear him. 
 
LEWIS JILLINGS - PROBUS PROFILE       5 Apr 2017   

 
I have been privileged to travel widely, and not everything that has shaped my life can fit into a short profile.  
But knowing how rich life can be in a familiar community and landscape, close to friends and family, with 
shared culture and values, has finally brought me, in retirement, home to New Zealand.   
 
I’m actually Just Another Friendly Aucklander.  As a kid, I had a stammer, excruciating for all present, and 
managed in my twenties to tame it, at the price of sounding a bit odd.  I’m named after my father, but never 
knew him -- he died in the military in June 1941. In January 1942, my mother left my two-year old sister with a 
neighbour and caught the bus to the clinic to give birth to me.  Mum had grown up an Anglican, living with her 
grandfather in Remuera, and reconnected only later with her father (returned after many years overseas).  Both 
families seem to have abandoned our mother during the war, and my sister and I have never met a member of 
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our father’s family. In the 1990s I learned that my father was a Catholic, and in 2002 that he had married an 
older woman, had two daughters, and then divorced, some years before marrying our mother – we children 
had never heard of these half-sisters.  An eccentric family background, deeply damaged by sectarianism.   
 
My first memory was VJ Day, 15 Aug 1945, sitting on my stepfather’s shoulders amongst a singing, speech-
making crowd. For four years, we lived in Christchurch, and were very poor. In 1949 we returned to Auckland 
to a state house in Orakei.  Our stepfather, alcoholic and a heavy smoker, left, eventually. Later, Mum, who 
worked, was able to buy the house, and this helping hand from the State Advances gave her modest security 
for retirement, shaping my sense of how the state can lift those in need.  She lived to 94. I was happy at home, 
but had to push hard to gain acceptance. As a member of the Young Anglicans group, I made friends outside 
school, and there I got to know Anthea. 
 
Five years at Auckland Grammar School (1955-59) gave me good opportunities. I realised how unusual my 
family experience was, and that I felt class differences more keenly than most.  I had marvellous teachers at 
Grammar and loved Languages and History, but failed Calculus and had to add German in my final year, which, 
surprisingly, became my forte. At 15 I won a writing prize for an essay on the proposition: “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal”, from the US Declaration of Independence – never 
imagining in 1957 that I’d live in the US for 24 years. 
 
After graduating in German from Auckland in 1964, I won scholarships for graduate study in Basel, Switzerland, 
and at Queen Mary College in London, where I completed my PhD in German.  Formative years, mixing with 
foreign student friends and studying under several significant scholars.  My doctoral supervisor had worked in 
decoding at Bletchley Park during the war: I learned the value of close, exact study of texts, and how meaning 
is embedded in context.  
 
My first job was in Scotland, where I lived for over twenty years, starting as lecturer in German at the new 
University of Stirling in September 1968, a week after the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia. I taught language 
and literature, my courses on Culture and Propaganda in the Third Reich (Hitler, Goebbels, and the Holocaust) 
were at that time unique in British German studies, and I also taught Martin Luther and the Reformation. At 
Stirling I was deeply engaged in university government, filled various roles, and served many years on Senate 
and Council. Scotland was home, my two daughters were born there, and I remain a nationalist.  By the mid-
1980s I was looking for new pastures, so I arranged a job swap and taught in 1987-88 at the German 
university of Giessen. 
 
1990 proved a turning point. I won a Fulbright grant to teach for a year in the University of California at Davis, 
the world’s foremost public university system -- an utterly exciting, vibrant environment. The global Fulbright 
community became a core part of my values: later I gave presentations at Fulbright meetings in Washington, 
Athens, and Marrakesh. After my year at Davis, I was invited to teach at UCLA, clearly an elite school.  My 
Stirling colleagues would not approve leave, so after much agonising, I resigned my permanent position to go 
for one year to UCLA.  A bold venture, at 49!  I had a second year, but thereafter no jobs were available: the 
University of California remained in deep retrenchment.  There followed some partial employment, then none. 
 
In 1995 I joined a professional job search club in the capital, Sacramento, which provided computers, phones, 
and job listings in return for service in the centre: So, I gave comprehensive workshops on the Job Search. 
Having previously stammered, I followed my own advice and learned the art of cold phone calls to university 
presidents, and deans, to invite myself for "informational interviews". This networking took cheek, but over five 
months I held lengthy discussions about the challenges of higher education with over forty top administrators 
throughout Northern California.  I learned to talk the talk. 
 
In 1996 I had a temporary job opportunity at Penn State -- major research university ranked in the top 1% 
globally, and vast -- almost 100,000 students, 26 campuses, its own presidential plane, a nuclear reactor, and 
the biggest football stadium in the US, seating 111,000.  My job was to assist the Vice Provost for 
Undergraduate Education on special projects.  Could I walk the walk?  After four months, an opening arose, and 
I became director of the Summer School, providing summer classes for 13,000 students.  My year up, I became 
Chief Academic Officer (sort of dean) at a campus near Gettysburg, supervising 100 full- and part-time staff – 
including hiring and firing staff.   For two years, I went to Rotary in Chambersburg.  In 2000 I returned to main 
campus and soon became Associate Vice Provost and Head of the Office for International Programs. Our 40 
staff sent and received about 7000 students per year on study abroad and from partner universities in 110 
countries, and held US visa responsibility.  My immediate office was responsible for international partnerships 
and visitors, and for supporting staff efforts to internationalise the curriculum. 
 
After five years, I developed a course on Globalisation, then retired from Penn State in 2010. Then I was invited 
to teach that course in Poland by a president whom I hosted in Pennsylvania, so, from 2010 to 2014, I taught 
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at Wrocław University of Economics.  This coda to my career combined my international interests and working 
with students.  A good way to retire.  
 
New Zealand finally drew me home.  In 2013, I returned for a long visit and set my goal on Wellington.  Met up 
with Auckland friends, and sent an email to reconnect, after many years, with Anthea in Fiordland.  But Anthea 
was already living in Whitby, and so, now, I’m happy to say, do I. 
 

Time for a smile! 
The teacher asked the class to use the word “fascinate” in a sentence. 
Molly put up her hand and said, “My family went to my Granddad’s farm, and we all saw his pet sheep. It was 
fascinating”. 

The teacher said, “That was good, but I wanted you to use the word fascinate, not fascinating”. 
Sally raised her hand. She said, “We went to Te Papa to see the Colossal Squid and I was fascinated”. The 
teacher said, “Well, that was good Sally, but I wanted you to use the word fascinate”. 

Little Johnny raised his hand. The teacher hesitated because she had been burned by Little Johnny before. She 
finally decided there was no way he could damage the word “fascinate” so she called on him. 
Johnny said, “My Auntie Noeline has a sweater with ten buttons, but her chest is so big she can only fasten 

eight!” 
The teacher sat down and cried. 
 

Club Activities   
Please note … If you are on our waiting list you are welcome to participate in any of our activities.  We would 

love to get to know you while you wait to join …   
 

Walking  

“After a ‘not so very nice summer’ walkers are benefitting from better conditions 

now and may these continue over the coming months. We are still receiving good 

turnouts and the coffee chats afterwards are well worth the effort put in. Eleven 

members turned out last Tuesday and I was told there were similar numbers on the 

preceding Tuesdays when I was absent. Anyone interested in joining us we meet 

every Tuesday 9 am at Whitby Mall.” 

Enquiries to Don Quirk Ph 234 7700 

 
 
Book Lovers 
“We were indeed a small but very select group that met on 13th April at Faye Quayle’s in Pukerua Bay. With 
Cyclone Cook threatening and Easter weekend approaching, only one member was enthusiastic enough to 
brave the storm and arrive at Faye’s in time for coffee and beautiful Earl Grey flavoured biscuits. 

Several books were discussed and recommended. “Penguin Bloom” is the true 
story of an Australian family who faced heartache and sadness before being 
healed by an unexpected friend – a magpie! Also recommended were “Over” by 
Margaret Forster, “Being Chinese” by Helene Wong and “Why Be Happy when 
You Could Be Normal” by Jeanette Winterson.   
If you love reading and discussing books, why don’t you come along and join us. 
You will be most welcome!!” 
Details and availability of most of the books mentioned here can be found on 

www.bookish.co.nz 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 11 May at 10.15 at Rae Denize’s home at 

4 Tombane Terrace, Papakowhai. 
New members and waiting list folk welcome. Ph Anne Miller 234 6399. 
 

Dine Out 

“There were 23 of us at the April dine out at The Waterloo Hotel. The food and the service were excellent and 
the food was reasonably priced. A couple of people said it brought back a few memories of their younger days, 
as it did me. I would definitely recommend a visit.” 
Contact Doreen Fleming Ph 233 2243 

 

 

 

http://www.bookish.co.nz/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=V/BbGxow&id=5BED7B2FCB4084C839BA8A028C2F6FD70C1D8F85&thid=OIP.V_BbGxowsysw0G_hSUecZAEsEs&q=penguin+bloom+book&simid=608050487311337360&selectedIndex=0
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicv4C42MDTAhXFFZQKHTB4Cv0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/kathiew/maxine/&psig=AFQjCNF0tdhJEcngyvDrq-ielzv1gb1KnA&ust=1493246892935228
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500 Cards 

“Although our numbers were not great, only 7 people playing as quite a number of our group were away, 
however we still had lots of laughs and I am not allowed to say who won, maybe I will tell everyone next 
Wednesday!” 
The next 500 meeting will be on Wednesday 17th May at 7 Portage Place. 

Allan Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 
 

Photography 
“It was a beautiful day with great reflections so there was plenty to interest us just in Browns Bay, including a 
group of novice kayakers who didn’t all manage to stay upright. 
The next meeting will probably be at our place, 12 Exploration Way, at 9.30 on Monday, 8 May to discuss 
techniques and any issues or questions members have.” 
Contact Graham Craig Ph 234 7558 

 

  

 

 
 
 

Genealogy 
“The April meeting of the Genealogy Group had an interesting presentation on the use of DNA in 

identifying family ancestors. The group felt this tool had only limited benefits but expressed interest in 

hearing at a later meeting the experiences of two members who had registered to use it. The remainder 

of the meeting was devoted to a general discussion on “breakthroughs” which several members had had 

in identifying ancestors whom they had had in difficulty in tracing.” 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
https://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=https://scienceandbelief.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/dna-tomislav-alajbeg-rgbstock.jpg&imgrefurl=https://scienceandbelief.org/tag/dna/&docid=HvphYQ3BTAM_WM&tbnid=JjDp6qxPHwR9kM:&vet=10ahUKEwj80bL6h8PTAhVIKZQKHVrlBBcQMwhfKDEwMQ..i&w=1012&h=3000&bih=777&biw=1388&q=dna images&ved=0ahUKEwj80bL6h8PTAhVIKZQKHVrlBBcQMwhfKDEwMQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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The Genealogy Group’s next meeting will be held at 1.30pm on Tuesday 2nd May at the National Library of New 
Zealand, corner of Molesworth and Aitken Streets, Thorndon. 
Would members attending the meeting please first assemble at the Library’s main entrance at 1.15pm. 

The Library will be providing two guides to explain and demonstrate the Library’s very extensive resources 
which can assist in tracing family histories. All members are very welcome to join us. 

Contact Lenora Jones (Ph 234 1595) or Rob McLagan (Ph 237 9022). 

Cinema 
“This month we went to see ‘Going For It’ and whilst it was a pretty unbelievable story it was very funny and 
well acted. 28 of us attended and it was great to see Dinia joining us for the first time and also 6 of our waiting 
list people. I am so pleased that they are taking the opportunity to get to know existing Probians while they are 
waiting to join.” 
Next month Cinema outing will be on 22nd May at the Lighthouse at 10.00 for a coffee/chat and the movie at 
10.30 am. The movie choice will be advised at the next meeting  
Barb Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 
 

Mah Jong 
“We have had two really good Mah Jong sessions this month with 17 attending the first one and 13 the second 
one. Sadly Aureen is in hospital and wasn’t able to join us this week, we missed her at the game and wish her 
well.” 
Next month (May) we will meet on the 1st and the 15th at The Croquet club at 1.30 p.m. and look forward to 
seeing many of you again.  
Barb Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

 

Outings 

“On Thursday 20 April 14 Probus members battled the wind to visit the 
Settlers Museum at Petone. The Museum opens onto the beach and is very 
small but the content of the museum presents a very good picture of the 
first arrival of people from Britain to Wellington, the relationship with local 
Maori and the land development. The development of Petone was based 
around many industries. People not only found work in the area but chose 
to live in the area as well leading to the development of housing projects, 
schools and sports areas.” 
 

The next outing on Thursday 18 May will be at the Dowse Gallery at 45 Laings Road, Lower Hutt at 10.30.  
Hope to see many of you there 
Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 

 

Guest Speaker 
Craig Nicholson gave a very interesting presentation about Transmission Gully.   

He talked about the history of Transmission Gully including the urban myth that the 
American Marines had offered to build the road in the 1940s/50s. They had not been 
able to find any proof of this. 
The current project is to build a 27km 4 lane median divided motorway from McKays 
Crossing to Linden through Transmission Gully with interchanges connecting the route 
to McKays Crossing, SH58, eastern Porirua and Kenepuru. 
In July 2014 the Transport Agency signed a Public Private Partnership (PPP) with the 
Wellington Gateway Partnership. Under the terms of the PPP contract the Wellington 
Gateway Partnership will design, construct, finance, operate and maintain the 

motorway for 25 years after the 5 year construction period. It is expected to be open in 2020. 
Preparatory work has included moving a TransPower substation, felling the Ranui pine plantation, relocation of 
over 4000 fish from waterways and over 2000 lizards and worms to newly constructed apartment cages in 
Waikanae. After completion they will be moved back to Transmission Gully. There have also been major 
earthworks with around 100,000 truck loads of dirt moved. A large bridge is being constructed in Eastern 
Porirua. The longest hill will be a similar gradient to Ngauranga Gorge but much longer. 
Questions included - Will there be tolls? - Craig didn't think so because these would need to have been 
approved before the road opened as currently you cannot toll an existing road. There has been no 
announcement about tolls yet but he did concede there may still be time to do so. 
There is a very informative video about Transmission Gully on YouTube. Click on this link to view it 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nq7K3-GdTEU 

Thank you to Diana Paris for providing this summary of Craig’s talk. 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nq7K3-GdTEU
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Duty Roster for May Meeting 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  

Room Set Up   Jenny and Dale Williamson, Please meet 8.45am. 
Meeters and Greeters Jenny and Dale Williamson 9.05am. Mark the attendance roll, check for 

apologies, sort the counters for the birthday draw. 
Morning Tea Doreen Fleming and Gill Barkus - to assist the two co-ordinators set up and at 

morning tea time. 

Club Speaker   Peter Cox 
Guest Speaker  Mary Fisher - Paralympian 
Introduced by   Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker  Derek McDonald 

 

Diary Dates May 2017 

Monday, 1 May  Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

Tuesday, 2 May  Walking Group Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 

Tuesday, 2 May  Genealogy National Library, Molesworth Street 1:15pm 

Wednesday, 3 May  Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am 

Monday, 8 May  Photography 12 Exploration Way, Whitby 9.30am 

Wednesday, 10 May  Dine-Out Tuk Tuk, Pauatahanui (formerly Rushes) at 12 noon 

Thursday, 11 May  Book Lovers 4 Tombane Terrace, Papakowhai 10.15am 

Monday, 15 May  Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm  

Wednesday, 17 May  500 7 The Portage Whitby 10.00am 

Thursday, 18 May  Outing Dowse Gallery 

Monday, 22 May  Cinema Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am movie 

Wednesday, 7 June  Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am 

 

And finally… 

 

 


