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The PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY 
CLUB NUMBER: 9003945 

Meets 1st Wednesday of the month at 9:30 am 
Next Meeting Wednesday 7 May 2014 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

President: Diana Paris 
                                           Vice-President: Don Quirk     

Secretary:  Rob McLagan 
                                                Treasurer:  Gaye McGill 

 
Committee Members 

Speakers: Graeme Kelly          Caring and Welfare: Len Currie                 
Annette Craig           Evacuation/Safety: Ian Webster 

         Newsletter: Julie McLagan       Past-President: Peter Cox  
 

Apologies please to Rob McLagan phone 2379022 (robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz) 
 
Meeting March 4 2014 
President Diana, continuing the happy custom, welcomed the 80 members and 3 guests 
present with a joke.  Thank you to John Watt for passing this story to Diana. 
 
As is the case with many young men today, this boy doesn’t know what he wants to do, nor 
does he seem too concerned.  His father, a preacher, decides to try an experiment.  He 
places four items on the table – a Bible, a dollar, a bottle of Jack Daniels and a Playboy 
Magazine.   
“If he picks up the Bible, he’s going to be a preacher like me.  If it’s the dollar, he’s going to 
be a business man.  But … If he picks up the bottle, he’s going to be a drunkard.  Worst of 
all, if he picks up that magazine, he’s going to be skirt-chasing bum!” 
The old man waits.  The boy spots the objects on the table.  After a while he picks up the 
Bible and tucks it under his arm.  He picks up the dollar and drops it into his pocket. Then 
he uncorks the bottle, takes a long swig while he admires Miss February. 
“Lord have mercy,” whispers the old man.  “He’s going to be the next Mayor of Auckland!” 
 

****************************** 
General Notices 
 
Membership fees Thank you to those members who have remembered to pay their 
membership fees ($22.50) which are now due.   If it has slipped your mind, please make 
your payment direct to the Club account at the ASB.  Account details 12-3254-0089053-00.  
Of course you can give cash or a cheque made out to the Probus Club of Whitby to Gaye, 
our treasurer, at the next meeting. 
 

mailto:robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
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New Members  We welcomed three new members  
to the club.  
Colin Edwards introduced Joe Perera   
Lyndsay Kelly introduced Warren Thom  
Pat McKinlay introduced Carole Penty 
 
We look forward to getting to know you at our 
monthly meetings and hope you will also join  
one or more of the interest groups that The Probus Club of Whitby has to offer.    
The Probus ideals are fun, friendship and fellowship.  The more you participate, the more 
you will enjoy your time with us. 
Membership is now close to capacity of 130.  We still welcome prospective members who 
may be put on a waiting list for a short period. 
 
Setting-up for Meetings  Further help is needed to set up the facilities before and after 
the meeting, so if you have not volunteered please give it some thought and give your name 
to Annette Craig (annette@angnz.com)  Many hands make quick, light work! 
 
The birthday draw was won by Marion Allard.  Congratulations!  

   

 
 
Probus Information Meeting Rob McLagan, Gaye McGill and Margaret Faulkner attended 
the annual Probus Information Day held at Paraparaumu on Tuesday 29th April.  Our own 
Allan Nichols was again one of the presenters. 
 
Proposed NZ Probus Centre  Secretary Rob briefly and clearly outlined the background to 
the proposal from a group of NZ clubs to form a NZ Probus Centre separate from the Probus 
South Pacific Centre which currently accredits all New Zealand and Australian clubs.  He 
advised that our management committee has decided to adopt a wait and see position 
before forming any recommendations to the club.  At this month’s meeting your committee 
endorsed this view which will be conveyed to the club meeting. 
 
Club Speakers Rob also thanked those present for volunteering to be Club speakers.   
We would love to hear from you too.  Our lives are woven like a tapestry, each with our  
own bright highlights and life patterns.  We all have interesting histories to share.   
Our past experiences make us who we are today.   
The Club Speaker list is now complete up to our August meeting.  Will you be on the 
programme later in the year?  Just give your name to Don Quirk who will then remind you 
as your meeting approaches. 
 
In June Anthea Levy will share her story.  July will bring us John Antliff.           

mailto:annette@angnz.com
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Club speaker for April was Don Quirk. 
Nelson born and educated, Don grew up around the port area, the ships and the sea.  His 
grandfather, father and uncles also were seafarers.  After leaving Nelson College against his  
father’s wishes, Don gained a job as ship’s boy on the ‘Nikau’ 
that travelled nightly except the weekend from Nelson to 
Wellington.  From that ship to others, he worked as ordinary 
seaman then to AB.  He studied for his mate’s ticket but then 
along came the 1953 waterfront strike that meant he could  
not work for several months. The stress of being out of work 
and union rules stating that he was not allowed to work whilst 
locked out, diminished his enthusiasm for continuing on the 
ships although he did stay on for some time after the strike.   
Three months of military training at Burnham followed.  This 
instilled much needed discipline into his harum-scarum ways. He also played in the military 
band based at Burnham.  
Then came a life changing decision … After he finished his military training he decided to 

give up the life he was meant to enjoy.  His father, grandfather, uncles and cousins were 

mostly mariners and some were ships masters. He was born with salt water in his veins and 

to this day he has an affinity with the sea.   

In Dons’ words … 

“In 1955, I joined the Fire Service in Wellington, in those days a very disciplined service. 

Every day started off with a parade.  We had to stand in line and have our uniforms 

inspected. On command, “Present axes!” we would hold the axe out in front and the officer 

would inspect the wooden handle to ensure it had been cleaned with sand soap and was as 

white as possible. Then it was “present kneeling pads”. These were issued to kneel on when 

we scrubbed the shower and toilet areas and polished the corridors and office daily on our 

knees. Imagine asking kids to do this today. The pads were made out of lengths of hose, 

filled with sand and sewn at each end. These were inspected to ensure that they had been 

scrubbed and were absolutely clean. They were also held out in front for the officer to 

inspect.  

Life in the Brigade in those days was very stressful. I was attached to several fire stations 

around Wellington including the Constable Street one at Newtown. This had the longest 

wooden fireman’s pole in the Southern hemisphere and went up four floors, that’s about 60 

feet or 20 metres.  Four floors in those old buildings were about double the height of 

today’s. To wake up out of a deep sleep at the sound of the alarm bells and jump into your 

fire boots, pull up your trousers and slip the braces over your shoulders then run out to the 

corridor, climb over the protective rail and slide down the wooden pole about 60 feet, 

usually landing heavily on the rubber mat, was no mean feat to say the least.  

I spent about 5 years in the Wellington Fire Brigade.  Margaret and I were married.  Life on 

the Fire Station premises with 3 young children had its challenges. Every time the alarm 

went the children would wake up at the sound of bells and Marg then had the job of 

consoling the kids and trying to get them back to sleep again.  

There followed a stint in Christchurch.  The furthest turnout in a fire appliance for me was 

from Christchurch to Akaroa at 3 in the morning on an open fire engine in the middle of 

winter when the local volunteers asked for assistance when the Bruce Hotel burnt down,  
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unfortunately with loss of life.  By the time we arrived the hotel was virtually burnt to the 

ground so there was only cooling down to carry out.   

From the Christchurch brigade, to the Airport Fire Service, passed the required examinations 

in Fire Engineering and worked my way up to become Fire Chief at Christchurch 

International Airport, then at Wellington.   I moved on to Regional Fire Officer for Central 

Region then to various roles with the Civil Aviation Authority.  I ended up at Lower Hutt as 

an Aeronautical Services Inspector, responsible to the Director of Civil Aviation for the 

auditing and inspecting fire safety and equipment and Aerodrome Emergency Organisations 

of all airports within NZ and the Pacific Islands.  A demanding role to enforce the highest 

safety procedures both in New Zealand and the Islands.  I was then responsible for guiding 

the local airport authorities to take over control and responsibility for Rescue and Fire 

Fighting Services on airports. After successfully guiding those through this process I was 

then left out of a job. I decided to leave and take redundancy. 

During the years I have been to many countries carrying out my duties.  Apart from my 

sporting interests of golf and bowls and most other sports, I have enjoyed organizing events 

– a celebrity golf tournament to raise funds towards the 1974 Christchurch Commonwealth 

games, and a variety concert in Blenheim, a few years ago, to raise funds for an MRI 

Scanner for Blenheim Hospital.  

Most recently I was on committees for the Levin Probus Club and on the Board of Age 

Concern, Horowhenua.”    

Thank you Don, from us all … 

Special Message This month, in place of a club speaker, Carole Lillico from St John will 

give us timely advice on the use of defibrillators and what immediate actions we should take 

if someone is suddenly in need of one. She will also pinpoint exact locations of defibrillators 

in the Whitby area.  This is information we should all have at our fingertips.  

As some of us have indicated an interest in attending an emergency procedures course run 

by St John, Carole will briefly outline the content and costs of these courses and how we 

might enrol.  If there is sufficient interest, St John could be interested in running a special 

course for our Club members.  This too is knowledge we may well need to help our loved 

ones and friends.  We cannot afford to miss this opportunity. Even as a refresher course it 

will be invaluable. 

It is wonderful to see everyone enjoying the fellowship of our extended morning tea break.  

It is a great opportunity to make new folk feel welcome and to engage the quieter and more 

retiring members with our friendly chatter.  We all need to be mindful that it is easy to feel 

lonely in a crowd.   It is not hard to make that little extra effort to engage with someone you 

have not spoken with before. 

Guest Speaker  Our guest speaker in April was highly respected local 
historian, Alan Dodson, who had us all enthralled as he took us on a 
journey around historic Plimmerton in the context of the World War 1 
commemorative programme.    
His extensive research into families involved in World War 1 has 
uncovered very moving stories of local families who lost loved ones. 
Relevant old photographs held us fascinated.  Alan led us on a tour  
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of the few remaining houses and remnants of World War 1 still discernible.  He explained 
the sadness behind the engraving on a small part of an original concrete boundary fence.  
A stroll along the Plimmerton waterfront will be much more interesting from now on.   

Judge John Walker is lined up to speak to us at the May meeting. How fortunate we are 
that he can fit us into his busy schedule!  He had a surprise for a breakfast Porirua audience 
of business, education and community leaders whom he addressed recently. Judge Walker 
told them that youth offending in Porirua, and elsewhere was declining.  In 2009, 143 young 
people appeared in Porirua Youth Court. Last year it had reduced to only 43.  
Judge John will talk us through this phenomenon in today’s troubled world. 

Graham Kelly is unwell at the moment but still welcoming ideas for stimulating speakers.  If 

you hear of one, particularly local speakers, then please get the details and let Graham 

know.  By e-mail is the easiest method grahamkelly@xtra.co.nz   We all send you our best 

get well wishes, Graham. 

 

It’s on the tip of my tongue - Some reassuringly wise words for us from Dr. Allison 

Lamont, Brain and Memory Foundation. 

“I'm sure you are familiar with those 'tip-of-the-tongue' moments! Times when the very 

word you were just going to use suddenly vanishes into thin air. Tip-of-the-tongue moments 

are usually accompanied by a strong sense of 'knowing that you know it', but the word itself 

eludes you. It is also accompanied by a strong sense of frustration! I am sure you know 

exactly what I mean. You will have discovered, too, that the resolution is just as mysterious 

and the word pops right back into your head, usually when all efforts at retrieval have been 

abandoned. 

Have you ever wondered why they happen? They do become more frequent with age. In 

one study at the University of Virginia designed to measure tip-of-the-tongue frequency, 20 

year olds were 'stuck' on a word three times, compared to eight times for the 80 year olds. 

But this does NOT mean that it is associated with some sort of increasing memory loss. 

It is believed that because the semantic meaning of words is stored in one part of the brain 

and the sound of the word in another, that if these two areas do not 'fire' together, then a 

tip-of-the-tongue can result. And as we grow older, the brain can be a 

little slower to act. 

Interestingly, it is such a common experience that it is described in most 

cultures. Poetically, in Korean it's hyeu kkedu-te mam-dol-da, translating 

to 'sparkling at the end of my tongue'describes it beautifully. Similarly, 

Cheyenne Indians term it navonotootse'a or 'I have lost it on my tongue. 

I understand that the phenomenon also occurs for hearing-impaired  

mailto:grahamkelly@xtra.co.nz
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people who are signing. Again, the first letter is likely to be there, and then the rest of the 

word vanishes. 

As we age, the most common occurrences of tip-of-the-tongue are going to be in names – 

names of people (often embarrassingly people we know really well), names of books, 

authors, songs, characters on TV we usually recall without difficulty. 

So, rest assured. If you are noticing you experience tip-of-the-tongue incidents more often 

than you used it, it is not related to general memory loss.” 

Activity Reports 

Since our last newsletter, a new genealogy group has been born.  To date seventeen 

members have expressed an interest.  Please contact Lenora Jones (phone 2355252) 

(lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz) if you would like to join this group.  No knowledge or experience 

needed.  Old hands will help novices get to grips with research techniques, wrinkles and 

tips.  Wonderful.  The first meeting will be held at the Porirua Library, Genealogy corner, at 

2.00pm on Tuesday 6 May.   

Your Committee still welcomes further suggestions for new interest groups.  Are you 

interested in reading, getting more efficient with your i-pad, playing bridge or walking with 

company?  What interests you? There may be other members who would love to join you.   

Or, just a thought … How about something really new?  We all have the requisite 

experience, some more rusty than others, for Laughter Yoga.  Yes, laughing, that healthy, 

fun activity!  There are classes in Johnsonville and Kapiti.  Some of us could join, learn, then 

bring the activity back to our extended membership … Thank you for smiling at the thought. 

That is a great start!  

Outings  Bruce and Margaret Carson filed this report on the April outing … 

”A large number attended the April Outing on a wet and windy Wellington day to visit the 

Chinese Exhibitions "Throne of Emperors" and the artist Shi Lu " A revolution in Paint" at Te 

Papa.  For most of us it was a new insight into how China had been ruled by a succession  

of powerful emperors, some of whom were quite brilliant and others very much not so.  

The exhibition looked at seven of these emperors and in doing so showed how the country 

had, over the last two thousand plus years, experienced cycles of unity and 

disunity.  Because this part of the visit held our interest for some time, many of us did not 

continue on to the works of the Artist, but I can assure you they are well worth seeing. 

For this reason members could consider a new or return visit as the Exhibition continues 

until 22nd June.  Gold card entry is only $9. Payment by Visa entitles you to a free hot drink. 

For our next outing, a visit to the Mary Potter Hospice in Mein St. Newtown has been 

arranged for Thursday 15th May.  There, the Volunteers’ Manager will explain to us how the 

Hospice offers its excellent palliative care both in the Unit and in the wider community and 

we shall also be taken on a tour of the Hospice facilities.” 

You may email Bruce and Margaret to b.m.carson@xtra.co.nz to register your interest or fill 

out an attendance board at our next meeting. When we have a list of those who wish to go,  

 

mailto:b.m.carson@xtra.co.nz
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Bruce will email you with suggested train and bus timetables.   

There are many exciting outings planned ahead.  Watch this space and stay tuned in when 

Bruce and Margaret make their announcements at club meetings. 

Dine-Out  

“On Thursday 10 April on a wet windy day, 29 hardy souls met at The Co-op, Whitby Mall 

for lunch. The menu is not the most extensive however enough variety for all of us to enjoy 

our fancy.  Thanks to the generosity of The Co-op the price was held to $17 each (plus any 

drinks we each chose). 

The surroundings are a little different from the usual cafe style with chairs that don’t match 

and tables made from old wooden doors but that did not hinder the lively and animated 

conversation at the two long tables. 

Despite the fact that there were only two people serving, the orders were taken by 12.20pm 

and we were all finished mains by 1.30pm so well done The Co-op.  Of course we were still 

all there laughing and swapping stories at 2.00pm before braving the wind and rain again.” 

 

      

Next month is still a work in progress but will be revealed at the May meeting and will be 

back on the usual second Wednesday (14th). 

Any queries please contact Colin or Bev on 234 1090 or colin@cebus.co.nz  

 

Mah Jong  

“The Mah Jong Group plays on apace.  Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Monday of the 

month at The Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00 p.m until 3.00 p.m. In May the group will 

meet on the 5th and 19th May.  If anyone else is keen to join this group, please phone Barb 

on 234 8415.  You would be most welcome.” 

Photography 

The Photography Group meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 9.30am at 12 

Exploration Way.  The Group is an opportunity for anyone interested in photography to meet 

once a month to discuss photos, techniques and ideas with like-minded people.  We will go 

out and photograph different areas and objects in the greater Porirua area as well as discuss 

members’ photos and techniques they wish to learn more about.  We also have a New 

Zealand wide Probus Photography competition to work towards submitting as many entries 

as we can to later in the year.  Please call me on 2347558 to confirm your interest and 

intended attendance.  Graham Craig graham@angnz.com  

 

mailto:colin@cebus.co.nz
mailto:graham@angnz.com
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500 Club 

“It was great to have some new members at the cards this month and maybe this was the 

turning point as we men came second !!  Anyway cards in May is on Wednesday 21st May at 

7 Portage Place in Whitby.  All are welcome.  Playing time is 10.00 am until midday.  Please 

let me know if possible if you are able to attend so that I can organise the number of tables. 

Allan phone 2348415 at  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

Golf 

“This month golf was at Manor Park on a reasonable day considering the poor weather that 

had been around. We had an attendance of 8 players and everyone enjoyed the day but 

maybe not the golf!. Next month we are back to Judgeford on 12th May, tee off time is  

9.00 am, so please be there as soon after 8.30 am as possible.”  Allan Nichols phone 

2348415 at nichols@xtra.co.nz  

Cinema   
“This month we met on 28th April. ‘The Grand Budapest Hotel’ had been given a 5 star rating 
by the critics of whom I am getting a little sceptical. Whilst I feel most of the 22 members  
who attended were amused, not lulled into sleep, and did find the black humour interesting 
and some parts of the film reminiscent of the Keystone Kops, it was a good way to spend 
Monday morning with friends. It was also great to see some new members joining us and 
hopefully they enjoyed the experience of Probus  - Fun, Friendship and Fellowship.  
On the 26th May we shall see 'Sunshine on Leith' which starts at 10.30am.  We normally 

meet, any time after 10.00 a.m.to buy our tickets (special price for Whitby Probus Club 

members is $11) have a chat and perhaps a coffee.  Need more details?  Contact me, Barb, 

on 234 8415 nichols@xtra.co.nz  

        

******************************* 

Update from Beautiful Whitianga … 

Several members have asked about Bron and Ken who left us in March.  I am happy to 

share with you this update, received recently.  Alas, no photo of them on their bikes! 

 

“Greetings from Bronwyn Macfarlane and Ken Robertson.  A few meandering musings about                                                                   

moving house to a new area of the country … 

 

 

 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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What do I say about Whitianga after living here for 

a mere few weeks?  Comments about the warmth, 

the serenity and peacefulness, and the beauty of  

the sea would be a good place to start .                                                

However, the essence of the place is encapsulated 

in small ways such as one of the habits the locals 

have of calling it, “Whiti City.” Something else that 

has required a shift is the 50 kms speed limit for the 

whole of the town and much of the surrounding 

area, a speed limit to which the majority of locals adhere.  It certainly does make the pace 

of life feels slower here.  ‘Local time’ has its own significance as when the plumber or 

electrician is not available you may find they are adhering to ‘local time’ which simply means 

they have gone fishing.   

In a sense it does not feel like summer has departed as each day has been incredibly warm 

with the temperatures sitting in the low to mid-twenties. There have been tiny insects that 

have come inside and with the number of cobwebs left by the former owner of the house, 

there were amazing floating works of art in the corners of some rooms but the use of the 

vacuum cleaner diminished the so-called art works!  Crickets are yet another difference and 

their chirruping chorus has taken some getting used to.  We have had three adventurous 

crickets coming indoors – we understand that is what they do at this time of the year in 

order to keep warm – and they were huge and very mobile.  I cracked up watching as Ken 

tried to catch one and each time he lunged at it with a piece of paper towel, it made a giant 

leap frog-like movement forward, and then it was Ken’s turn. The last one I spotted was 

above Ken’s head at the top of the wall as he lay in bed.  Needless to say he moved very 

quickly and showed superior skills that time around!! 

Downsizing in terms of both property and house can be daunting at times as you ask 

yourself why you have so many books, or tools, or clothes . . .  so you have to make the 

decisions necessary so downsizing becomes a reality.  The garden shed here does not 

compare with the previous storage available so finding a home for tools, gardening 

equipment and other extraneous items has been a challenge. (Having no real man-cave just 

might become a problem!!) 

Another apparent difference is the number of cyclists we see on a daily basis, and I am 

pleased to report, many of them are seniors.  There is one mature couple who cycle past 

our house each morning, on a tandem, a ride they carry out with perfect synchronicity!  We 

too have joined the ranks of cyclists and what a glorious way it is to take in the sights, the 

pure un-polluted air and the raucous cawing of the black-backed gulls in their early morning 

flights.  I make no claim to be a cyclist who ‘races with speed and purpose, curved like a 

comma over a carbon-fibre bike,’ but simply a contented cyclist on a sit-up-and-beg bicycle! 

Our boat is yet to arrive in Whitianga so when it is here, it will be another aspect of living 

here that will be the icing on the cake – it might be better to say – the many fillets of fish 

that we will savour. 

There is a Probus Club here and our neighbour across the street will be taking us to the next 

meeting.  Continue to go well, Probus members of the Whitby Club.”              
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Something special  

Thank you, Faye Quayle, for sharing this delicious recipe with us.  Faye says, “Everyone asks 

me to make it for Christmas, family occasions, pot luck events etc.”  

Amish Fruit Salad 
This fresh fruit salad is made from seasonal fruits so vary according to what is available. 
It will keep 2-3 days in the refrigerator. 
 
Sauce 
1 egg 
1 tablespoon lime juice (optional) 
¼ cup lemon juice 
½ cup orange juice 
1 cup sugar 
 

Fruit 

1 fresh pineapple (or drained tin of pineapple) 

2 oranges 

1 red apple 

1 banana (this will not go brown in the sauce) 

1-2 peaches 

1 nectarine 

Green and or red grapes 

1 fresh cantaloupe melon 

If using berries such as blueberries, add these just before 

serving 

Make the sauce first.  

Beat the egg in a small saucepan.  Add the rest of the ingredients and blend. Bring to the 

boil over medium heat, stirring constantly and cook for 1 minute until thick. 

Alternatively, make the sauce in the microwave, using a large heat-proof jug or bowl. 

Cook in 1 minute bursts, stirring after each minute until sauce is thick.  Allow to cool 

completely. 

Cut all the fruit into bite-sized pieces.  Place in a large bowl and pour the sauce over the 

fruit.  Stir once, then cover and refrigerate.  Leave for at least two hours, but preferably 

overnight.  Stir gently once before serving. 

********************************* 

Club Duties - May Roster 

Please note:  If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a 

substitute.     

 

Setting up and Meeting and Greeting:  David Dunnett, Marcia Dunnet, June Campbell-Tong.   

Note: the first two persons listed for each month also act as the Meeters and Greeters after 

helping to set up (should be on the door by 9.05am and should tick off all those who have  
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arrived before that time). The Meeters and Greeters also take a note of the birth dates for 

that month for the Birthday draw – Secretary Rob provides a calendar for each month. 

Club Speaker: This slot filled this month by Carole Lillico from St John 

Morning Tea Duties: (to assist the two co-ordinators) Julie McLagan and Dinia Allen  

Please check the main hot water heater in the kitchen is turned on as soon as you arrive. 

Thank Guest Speaker:   Peter Cox  

                                  ********************************* 

Dates for our Diaries 

5 May  Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00pm 

6 May   Genealogy Group Porirua Library, Genealogy corner, at 2.00pm 

7 May   Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms.  Subscriptions due 

12 May  Golf at Judgeford.  Arrive 8.30am for tee-off at 9.00am 

14 May  Dine-out Details to be confirmed at the meeting on May 7 

15 May  Outing visit to the Mary Potter Hospice in Mein St. Newtown 

21 May  500 Club 7 Portage Place in Whitby, at 10.00am.   

21 May  Photography Group 10.00am at 12 Exploration Way 

27 May  Cinema Group meets 10.00am for coffee and chat before movie at 10.30am 

                                  ************************************ 

Thank you, Graham Kelly, for this final word … 

Eric, where are you?  Seniors and Computers … 

As we Silver Surfers know, sometimes we have trouble with our computers. 

I had a problem yesterday, so I called Eric, the 11 year old next door 

whose bedroom looks like Mission Control and asked him to come over. 

Eric clicked a couple of buttons and solved the problem. 

As he was walking away, I called after him, 

“So , what was wrong?” 

He replied, ”It was an ID tenT error.” 

I did not want to appear stupid, but nonetheless inquired, 

“An ID tenT error?  What’s that?  In case I have to fix it again.” 

Eric grinned.  “Haven’t you ever heard of and ID tenT error before?” 

“No,” I replied. 

“Write it down,” he said,”and I think you’ll figure it out.” 

to I wrote down, “IDIOT." 

I used to like Eric … 

                                        ********************************* 

Our thanks to Colin Edwards and Bev Marsden for their photographs to brighten this Newsletter. 

 

Julie McLagan  

jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz 

phone 237-9022 

mailto:jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz


 

 

  

  

 


