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August-September Newsletter 
Next Meeting 7 September 2016 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 
 

Apologies please to Annette Craig (annette@angnz.com) 

 
Committee Members 

President  Julie McLagan Ph  237 9022 Guest Speakers  Graham Kelly   Ph 234 8825 
Past-President  Don Quirk Ph  234 7700 Profile Speakers  Sue Gore            Ph 234 6367 

Vice-President  Derek McDonald Ph  234 6033 Newsletter  Julie McLagan Ph 237 9022                               
Secretary   Annette Craig Ph  234 7558 Club Duties  Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 

Treasurer   Gaye McGill Ph  238 9904 Outings Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 

Caring/Welfare  Norma Withers    Ph  238 4222              Member June Campbell-Tong Ph 2347918              

A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com 

  

 
Spring is in the air and this little fellow knows it! 

August Meeting   
   

Sheryl Levy and Jill Merrick welcomed us.  Alas we did not catch you on camera but we thank you for your 

cheery greetings and beautiful smiles. 
 

                                             
 

http://probus.angnz.com/
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Then came  another story …  

A Polish man moved to the United States and married an 

American girl. Although his English was far from perfect, 

they got along very well until one day he rushed into a 

lawyer's office and asked him if he could arrange a 

divorce for him.  "Very quick please." 

The lawyer said that the speed for getting a divorce 

would depend on the circumstances, and asked him the 

following questions: 

Lawyer: "Have you any grounds?" 

Man: "JA, JA, acre and half and nice little home." 

Lawyer: "No.  I mean what is the foundation of this 

case?"  

Man: "It made of concrete.” 

Lawyer: "Does either of you have a real grudge?"  

Man: "No, we have carport, and not need one." 

Lawyer: "I mean, what are your relations like?" 

Man: "All my relations still in Poland." 

Lawyer: "Is there any infidelity in your marriage?" 

Man: "Ja, we have hi - fidelity stereo set and good DVD 

player." 

Lawyer: Does your wife beat you up?" 

Man: "No, I always up before her." 

Lawyer: "Why do you want this divorce?" 

Man: "She going to kill me." 

Lawyer: "What makes you think that?" 

Man: "I got proof.” 

Lawyer: "What kind of proof?"| 

Man: "She going to poison me. She buy a bottle at 

drugstore and put on shelf in bathroom.  

I can read, and English is pretty good, and it say “Polish 

Remover” 

 

Induction of  New Members 

 

 

We welcomed Peter and Shona Rushworth, nominated for 

membership by Leonora Jones.   We look forward to getting to 

know you both.  We hope you will enjoy a long and happy 

association with our great club.  There is a veritable feast of 

activities for you to choose from. 

 

          

The Birthday Draw 
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Congratulations to our Vice - President Derek McDonald, seriously delighted with his prize. 

   

 

Club Profile Speaker  

Carolyn Amos spoke from her heart.  We listened with growing admiration … 

“My ancestors, The Martins, arrived on the ‘Lady Nugent’ in 1840.  They landed in Wellington, where the wealthy Martins 

disembarked and headed off to purchase land and become successful farmers.  Today that place is called Martinborough.  

The remaining ancestors carried on and berthed at Port Chalmers Dunedin, which are the ones I am connected to.  They 

founded the Tokomariro Plains which is 35 miles south of Dunedin called Milton.  I was born in Milton 1949 just after the 

war when houses were scarce and land sales were on.  Consequently we lived with my widowed grandmother for a few 

months until my parents bought a grocery shop in Dunedin. 

During the first few months of my life I never did the milestones of a baby.  Each time my parents put me on my feet I 

would scream. This was the year an outbreak of polio had hit the world and various countries even closed schools because 

of this outbreak. I ended up in plaster from my thighs to my feet - bound in plaster which stunted the growth of my feet. 

Gradually the plaster became thinner.  I then had irons up both sides of my legs and specially made boots. I had gradually 

mastered walking properly by three years.  When on holiday with my parents in Timaru I wandered in front of sheep lorry 

who blasted the horn at me. I got such a fright that I lost my whole speech.  I attended a speech therapist for the next 

eighteen months learning to talk into a mirror.  Having regained my speech, it was time to start school. 

I attended Musselburgh School, Dunedin which is located near St Kilda beach. At the age of eleven years my teacher 

announced, “‘Well class today I am taking you all on a surprise visit to the beach.  A tidal wave from Chile in 1960 (tsunami 

was not used in those days) and we will welcome this wave.”   Here were all 30 kids waiting for this big surprise.  

Fortunately the wave did not arrive … The teacher got the sack! 

I attended Bayfield High School for three years, taking a commercial course. Then I left school for my first job as a book 

keeping machinist at the Otago Daily Times until I got married.  I worked a further five years at the Post Office then started 

a family of two sons and became a stay at home Mum for 10 years.   

During the 1980’s the home had to revolve around rugby.  Gradually booze started to dominate our home.  After each game 

you were not a man if you could not drink six jugs.  “Scull it, scull it, be a man!” was the mentality we were living under.   

By this time, the boys would watch me hose up the drunken vomit up the front door, back door and the drain pipes, and 

drunken vomit stinks!  We were now under Alcoholics Anonymous.  Their father worked as a printer, surrounded with 

solvents, which doubled the effect when drinking.  

I had rejoined the work force mid 80’s with the Bank of New Zealand.  For many years they were most supportive of me.  

I waited until Grant the eldest son sat School Cert and we walked out.  By this time I had everything well organised, and 

purchased my own brick and roughcast home where we spent eight happy years.  

During this time I was well involved with Kings High School Parent Teachers Assn.  The school asked me to take in two Thai 

students, and they would support me, which they did.  International students were just arriving in this country and decent 

accommodation was scarce.  The boys stayed two years with us, and I spent endless hours helping them learn their English. 

I was bringing up four teenagers under 17 and working at the Bank.  My feet never hit the ground. At the end of their two 

year term one of the father’s offered Scott and me a holiday to Bangkok in appreciation for the extra help I had given his 

son. His father was Chairman of Siam Cement Company Bangkok, with 32,000 employees. English speaking chauffeurs and 

Range Rovers were at the ready for us.  We were also flown up to Chieng Mai where we stayed in the Prince’s holiday 

palace and the servants were waiting for us. A great experience for us both. 
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Back in Dunedin Grant had finished his electrical apprenticeship. He headed off on his big OE to UK.  He became project 

manager on the undergrounds. Scott started his building apprenticeship on $5 per hour and after a few years’ experience in 

Dunedin, headed to UK for his big OE.  

By this time, the BNZ in the Exchange area Dunedin, which was built on gold rush money, closed its doors due to lack of 

foot traffic and the whole 25 of us  were made redundant.  This was time to put myself first, so I arrived in Wellington and 

flatted with my sister.  Wanting a change from banking I became a Ministerial Secretary. Working in a small office of eight 

people every day, I missed the customer contact of the bank.  

I started work at Westpac Johnsonville. Under the last manager we had, various matters changed.  Vouchers for staff good 

performance vanished, money disappeared – just vanished. I told the Manager in my 25 years of banking this was the 

sloppiest branch I  had ever worked in. “I will look into this.” but nothing was ever done.  The branch had a bad feel to it.  

I had suspicions but lacked proof. As luck had it, the Manager went to The America’s Cup, and a retiree came in to withdraw    

his six figure investment.  It had vanished too. These things are always spotted when one goes on holiday.  The Fraud Dept 

and Police swooped in.  She was a fraudster and had silently taken around $359,000 over the years.  A total of seven girls 

had left the branch with their careers ruined. Staff wrote to the judge, management of the bank, and the media.  Into 

Arohata the fraudster went.  She had stolen from retirees, dementia ones, and friends, as she forged their signature. 

Families rarely know how many investments their parents have at time of death. Take note all of you here today … 

I took early retirement as my health was suffering.  I now enjoy walking, swimming twice weekly, voluntary work at 

Kenepuru Hospital, Police, Justice of Peace since 2001 when Graeme Kelly interviewed me at the Beehive. 

When the quake hit Christchurch this made both my sons homesick, as they realised they had the skills for that city.  

Homeward ho they came.   Both boys have top jobs in Christchurch and answer to John Key and Gerry Brownlee. 

Today I have two sons to be proud of, who hardly drink. Three lovely grandchildren too  

Out of bad comes good, and that is what you draw on.” 

                     

Wow!  Thank you Carolyn!   

 

September will bring us Barry Hay-Chapman 

October    Brian Greaves 

November  ????  Will it be you?  Please volunteer or say “yes” when Sue taps you gently on the shoulder … 

Guest Speaker     

 
Dale Williams   

Dale Williams, ex-Mayor of Otorohanga and now working  

with youth in Porirua.  Dale is a mover and a shaker!    
A certified motorcycle engineer by trade, Dale has first-hand 

experience launching and growing successful motorcycle 
dealerships and training young people through apprenticeship 

programs. Passionate about helping young people achieve  
the best career outcomes for their personal circumstances,  

Dale is an advocate of non-academic vocational pathways, 

realising that not all young people are suited to tertiary 
education.  What an engaging, inspirational speaker!   

He has big plans for keeping our Porirua youth gainfully  
and happily employed in Porirua. “Why educate them  
and then export them?” 
His new Youth 2 Work initiative held the inaugural Porirua 
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JobFest the day after he spoke to us.  40 odd employers with real jobs were invited to present their 
opportunities to groups of Porirua job seekers who are actively looking for a start.  
Dale reports,  “It was a fantastic event thanks to so many awesome people who organized, participated and 
supported the programme, and the week ended on an absolute high when we received confirmation that one 
local lad was employed within 24 hours of JobFest, in his first job! First of many we envisage. The young people 
were a real credit to their parents, schools and this City – and were clearly an attractive proposition to our local 
businesses, employers and industries who need good young staff to help grow their organizations. A win win all 
round.” 
Dale also spoke of the latest initiative for the movement – Te Kupenga Mahi – The NetWork, community 

mentors providing the Net supporting those in Work, recently and quietly launched. It is an opportunity for 
people just like us to join the mentor pool, so that as young people work through the stages of employment 

(preparing for a job, securing a job, keeping a job…) we can offer an added layer of 

support/encouragement/experience if so desired by the employer and employee to support the fledgling 
relationship for a short period of time. Those who do wish to be a MoveMentor, are invited to contact Dale 

directly by email at dfw1@xtra.co.nz 
 

Guest Speaker for September 

This month we shall listen to John McBeth, well-known sports 

broadcaster for 40+ years.  He was born in Kurow - Richie McCaw 
territory- and grew up in Timaru where he began his broadcasting 

career on leaving school.  He has been New Zealand's leading radio 
rugby commentator covering all the All Black tours, internal tours and 

World Cups.  He has also been involved in Olympic Games, 
Commonwealth Games, Americas Cup regattas, as well as numerous 

other sporting events. He comes to us fresh off the plane from Rio.  

What a morning we are in for as John shares some of his memories 
with us! 

 
Guest Speaker for October    -  Dr Lew Jillings 

speaking about Globalisation (part two) and the effects of the internet, 

population, behaviour and religion.  
 

 
****************************************************************************************** 

 

Club Activities 
 

Mah Jong     
“We had 3 tables playing on 15 August and it was good to welcome Irene back from her trip. There was lots of 
communication and laughs during our games.  
As there were 5 Mondays in August it seems a long time since we have played, but this coming Monday, 
September 5, is our next session, and we welcome anyone who would like to join us at 1.30pm at Plimmerton 
Croquet Club and of course staying for a cuppa afterwards.”    
Thank you Diana Paris for this report. 

Cinema 
“Absolutely Fabulous” had a mixed reception from attendees but was good for a laugh if you could get past the 
offensive language, sexual references and drug use.”  
Our next movie on 26 September will be ‘Captain Fantastic” starring Viggo Mortensen.  As always the movie 

will be screened at 10.30am but coffee and chat from 10.00am. All members and waiting list people are 
welcome.”  Barb Nicholls Phone 2348415 

500 Cards 

There were eight people this month enjoying a game of 500 at two tables of 4.  At times there was animated 

discussion at each table interspersed with periods of silent intense concentration.  We understand Kath is 

joining the list of deportees next month and wish her a pleasant holiday in “the lucky country”.  The next 

meeting will be at Colin and Bev’s, 66 Spyglass Lane, Whitby on Wednesday 21 September. 

Colin and Bev phone 234 1090 

mailto:dfw1@xtra.co.nz
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Dine Out 

“About two dozen people assembled at Duck Creek Restaurant on Wednesday 10 August for our monthly lunch.  

Seated at two tables there was plenty of chatter as we wiled away the rather long wait for food over a glass (or 

two) of wine.  The wait must have been worth it as the food was consumed in what appeared to be a record 

time.  Animated discussion seemed to continue for a long while after the lunch had finished and it was mid 

afternoon before the last happy diners departed.” 

Next month will be a buffet meal at Plimmerton Boating Club.  Details at the next Probus meeting on 7 

September.  Colin and Bev 04 234 1090 

Book Lovers 

 “The August meeting was held at Rae Denize’s 

home in Papakowhai.   Sunshine, a cuppa and 

a stunning view!  We did enjoy sitting in the 

sun talking about our favourite books (and 

putting the world to rights!). If you enjoy 

reading, why not think about joining us. The 

meetings are informal, good fun and very 

informative. 

New books, new authors to follow, interesting 

writing styles to discuss.  We love the chance 

to share and enjoy. 

Next meeting: Thursday 8 September at 10:15 

a.m. at 4 Tombane Terrace, Papakowhai.  

Rae Denize phone 2381038 

 

Walking 

                                                

“What a great turnout we had on Tuesday 30 August.  

A total of 16, 13 ladies and only 3 men.  We took up 3 tables in the cafe 

afterwards and of course 16 seats.  It was a virtual takeover of the café  

by Whitby Probus! 

A great walk by those who went the long distance and for the easier walkers 

a lovely stroll around the lake.  I thought Pat McKinley had a walking frame 

though on closer inspection she was pushing a pram with lovely grand 

daughter in it.  I should have gone to Specsavers!   

We are so fortunate to have such lovely people involved.   

Coffee and chit-chat was enjoyed by all from 10.00am.  

Anyone of any ability is welcome to join us on Tuesdays at 9.00am on the 

corner by the Professionals down from the Co-Op.”   

Thank you Don Quirk for filing this report.   Phone 2347700 

 

Genealogy 

“The Genealogy Group held its regular monthly meeting on 2nd August. Assisted by Roy and his computer,  

we enjoyed searching for family ancestors through several genealogy sites. We were particularly pleased  

to find information on an ancestor which one member had been ooking for some time, without success.   

The next meeting of the group will be held at 1.30pm on Tuesday 6th September at 456 Paremata Road. All 

members of the club and those on the waiting list are very welcome to attend.”   Lenora Jones 

lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz 

 

Outings 

“The August Probus outing to the Porirua Hospital Museum and Resource Centre was well attended and 

appeared to be enjoyed by those attending.  Dr Helen Bichan - the last Superintendent of the Porirua Mental 

Health Hospital - presented a wide view of the psychiatric hospital over the years of its existence including the 

mailto:lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz


 Page 7 of 8 

 

use of the land purchased by the Government in1884 as working farm and hospital. The treatment for many 

patients was part of the daily operation of a farm and all aspects of living such as food preparations, cleaning 

and caring for others. Porirua became the home town for the people working at the Porirua Hospital and many 

current Porirua Families trace their background to such work. Over the years the ownership of the land was 

transferred to the Health system and in 2010 the current Health Board was instructed to make 50 hectares of 

the land ready for transfer to Ngati Toa as part of the Treaty Settlement process. 

A number of psychiatric services continue to be provided in the varied facilities on the land retained by the 

Health Board. Such services are local, regional or national psychiatric services.  

What has happened to the land in recent times or what will happen in the future was part of the presentation 

with some of our party having been employed on the hospital site. 

The developer of the Ngati Toa land is very interested in the land both as a new housing development for 

Porirua and just what will be found on the site as it is developed. 

My impression was that everyone attending enjoyed the outing.  

Next month's outing is a visit to the Police Museum on 22 September.”  Margaret  Faulkner    

faulknerm@xtra.co.nz 

 

Photography  

“On 8th August just three members of the Photography Group braved the cold and threatening skies to practise 

their photography skills around Dolly Varden Reserve. When the rain finally set in we retreated to the local café 

for a hot chocolate or coffee.  

As the location provides a number of potentially good camera shots we shall meet again at the Dolly Parton 

Reserve for the next meeting of the Group to be held at 9.30am on Monday 12th September. All members 

welcome.”  Please let Dale phone 2357279 or Rob phone 2379022 know if you are not able to make it. 

                
            Con Paris caught the busy coffee cart                            Rob McLagan captured the reflections too 

 

 
John Bathurst snapped this from under the bridges … 

mailto:faulknerm@xtra.co.nz
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Duty Roster for July Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  

Room Set Up   Jenny Williamson, Margaret Carson, George Bright, Rob McLagan 

                         Please meet for 8.45am start. 

Please note:     The tables are heavy.  Please do not try to lift them on your own. 

Meeters and Greeters   At 9.05am, the first two names on this list move to the front door to 

welcome people, mark the attendance roll, check for apologies, sort the counters for the 

birthday draw. 

Morning Tea       Aileen Craig and Pauline Butler (to assist the two co-ordinators at morning 

tea time only). 

Guest Speaker    John McBeth 

Introduced by     Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker    Derek McDonald 

 

Dates for our Diaries 

 

05 September     Mah Jong   Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

06 September     Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am  

06 September     Genealogy 1.30pm  Seagulls 456 Paremata Road 

07 September     Probus Meeting  9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 

08 September     Book Lovers  4 Tombane Terrace Papakowhai 10.15am 

12 September     Photography  9.30am  Dolly Varden Carpark 

14 September     Dine-Out  Details tbc 

19 September     Mah Jong   Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

21  September    500  66 Spyglass Lane 10.00am 

22 September     Outing  The Police  Museum  Papakowhai  time tbc 

26 September     Cinema  Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am 

05 October         Probus Meeting  9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

 
     

 

  

 

https://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=https://www.geneticliteracyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Cartoon-Figure-monster-back-pain.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.geneticliteracyproject.org/2016/04/15/what-the-pain-its-all-in-your-head-but-your-emotions-can-control-it/&docid=MhB70WN4TYlmMM&tbnid=setyaY7CCsBGgM:&w=491&h=480&bih=622&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwjc_6n1oeTMAhWl56YKHdUgAksQMwhIKCYwJg&iact=mrc&uact=8



