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Photo thanks to Graham Craig

Meets 1st Wednesday of the month at 9:30 am

Next Meeting Wednesday 6 August 2014
Whitby Bowling Club

President: Diana Paris
Vice-President: Don Quirk
Secretary: Rob McLagan
Treasurer: Gaye McGill

Committee Members
Speakers: Graham Kelly Caring and Welfare: Len Currie
Member: Annette Craig Club Duties: Ian Webster
Newsletter: Julie McLagan Past-President: Peter Cox

Apologies please to Rob McLagan phone 2379022 (robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz)

Meeting July 2014

What a difference that warm smiling welcome makes!  Thank you Angus and Jeanette!

“
General Notices

Membership
They want to join in too! Applications for membership arrive in a steady stream.  The waiting list
grows apace.  We welcome prospective members to attend two meetings as our guests.

Apologies
Please make sure you tender your apology for each meeting, not only so that we know you will
not be attending but also so that we can be aware if you are ill and may need support …
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The Birthday Draw
Another impressive line-up of July babies. Happy smiles and a bottle of good wine on offer.
Congratulations Mary Temperton.

Club Profile
John Antliff’s entertaining talk to us began with a plan …
“Seven minutes, in which to describe seven life events, mostly responsible for the person you see
and hear today.”
1. John described his Junior school days in the middle of England just after the World War 2 as
heaven.  He thrived in the structured environment, mastered most of what he was taught,
experienced his first kiss in the playground during those years and was hooked on the fairer
sex from then on!

2. He found Grammar school so arcane and
impersonal. “I hated it and it hated me, or more
accurately, the teachers hated me.  I probably invited
the sentiment with my persistent clownish behaviour
during classes. My good passes convinced me never to
try too hard at any endeavour, but to do just enough
to achieve a modest result. I have found that this
principle has served me well. I have had a fairly stress
free life and have enjoyed good health and earned
sufficient to furnish me with most of life’s comforts.”

After grammar school he worked in a supermarket,
filling in time before entering the Royal Navy as an
Artificer Apprentice, signing up for 13 years at the age
of 17.
3. “It was in my third year, during a visit to the Ark
Royal aircraft carrier berthed in Rosythe dockyard, that
I suddenly realised that I was part of a large

organisation whose primary task was to kill people!  This revelation, almost Damascus Road in
magnitude, so shocked me that I decided to leave.  As I had signed up for 13 years this was not
going to be easy.  However, I pressed ahead with my decision by deliberately failing one of my
school examinations. When confronted by the station captain, I expressed my desire to leave.
This was not received well and as a result I was put on extra school in the evenings and made to
resit the exam 3 months later.  I failed the resit with an even greater margin and once again
found myself on Captain's report. I repeated my request to leave and surprise, surprise, he
offered me an out - either be demoted down to Naval Airman or be discharged from the service
as "unsuitable". He warned me that if I took the latter option, I may not be called upon to serve
my country in time of war - as if that was something important to consider!  I took the latter
offer and was marched off camp by 8 o'clock that evening. I arrived at my parent's house the
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following morning and my father was absolutely livid!
4. Serendipity played a big part in my future at this time, when I went for my first civvy street
interview for a job as a sheet metal worker. Feeling quite pleased with myself having been
offered the position I exited the Personnel Dept. and bumped into a smartly dressed man who
was entering at the time. He asked me who I was and why I was there! He invited me into
his office and I dutifully related my very short life-story.  This man was the chief Personnel
Manager and I think he took a shine to me because he ventured to state that I would not enjoy
a working life on the shop floor and instead he arranged for me to have another interview with
an office manager. I found myself working in an office as a technical clerk in the Installation
Planning Department of English Electric Leo Marconi Computers Limited, Kidsgrove,
Staffordshire, in April 1966.  After 5 months of pretty boring work doing nothing more than
general office tasks I decided that I could do better and so asked if it would be possible for me
to transfer into the department next door. My boss arranged the transfer and I started work as
a computer operator. The work entailed operating computers on customer sites, running an
agreed suite of programs to verify that the delivered machine performed to specification.  EELM
had customers all over the UK and in some European countries. This was a heaven sent life style
for a curious and very impressionable, nineteen year old.  I lived the corporate life on expenses
in exotic places like, Pudsey Leeds, the Atomic Energy Authority at Risley, next to the remand
centre, Constructors John Brown off Sauchiehall St Glasgow, DVLC in Swansea to name but a
few.  I did get to some interesting places like Prague in September 1968 one year after the
Russian liberation from the Prague Spring!  A nice place despite the oppression!   I also got to
work in Katovitza Poland in 1969 which wasn't quite so exotic especially as it was in the depth of
winter at the time.  I enjoyed the work but eventually fell out of grace with the department head
when I refused to lie to a customer about a faulty tape deck and he banished me to the office.
This actually turned out to my benefit because I was getting a bit bored with operating and
wanted to find out how they worked and how one could make them do things. I discovered that
the department had 5000 pounds of bureau time allocated and so I read some books and started
learning to write simple assembler language programs, submitting them for batch running
overnight.  Before long I had developed skills in this area and started to write serious Test
programs for the various peripherals attached to the computer.  This work led me to learn how
the hardware functioned and also how the operating system interacted with the hardware.
Within 2 years I had produced test programs that were considered better than current ones and
as a consequence they were adopted by the factory testing department for QA purposes.
Consequently, these programs were included into the site commissioning trials. Ironically, I often
found myself called on-site to sort out problems during these site trials. My acquired knowledge
of both the hardware and the software enabled me to resolve problems by consultation with both
the hardware and software designers, who in those days, were either reluctant or just unable, to
discuss problems that spanned the two disciplines.
5. I met my "soon to be wife" Beryl, at the age of 27, marrying her 2 years later and at the
same time adopted her 5 year old daughter Josephine, as my own.  I never ever wanted children
myself as I always considered them to be a pain, especially if they were like me.  However, after
2 years of marriage our first son David was born in September 1978.  Simon followed 3 years
later. I was married for 27 years before a protracted illness took Beryl's life in 2003. She was
very talented and has left me with many good memories and excellent art works to gaze upon.
6. I continued to develop my computer knowledge and skills until 1981 when I was invited to
join the Kernel team in the Software Development Centre as a Software Designer/Implementer
working on the New Range Virtual Store Management subsystem. I revelled in that creative
environment for 5 years until the company, now known as ICL/Fujitsu, decided to move the
whole division to Manchester. With little or no consultation and with bully boy tactics the
company forced 250 of us to relocate 44 miles. Despite enjoying the work I decided that if I was
to move my family then it would be we who would decide as to where! We chose NZ. Britain
was not a nice place at that time to live, having suffered twice bitterly at the hands of the
striking miners, with 3 day working weeks, train, postal and garbage worker strikes etc. Maggie
Thatcher was destroying the UK infrastructure, the US was using the UK as a virtual aircraft
carrier by installing cruise missile bases along the East coast, thereby guaranteeing that we
would become a 1st strike target in the next war by the USSR. Not to mention the Chernobyl
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problem. And so, in September 1986, after working for ICL for 20 years, my family, all 5 of us,
sold up and departed to start afresh in NZ. Also, we were very much looking forward to a better
climate!
7. We arrived in Wellington on day 2 of a 5 day southerly! By ‘eck, was it cold - bone numbing!
We almost got onto the next plane back! However we quickly discovered the way out of
Wellington via the Ngauranga Gorge and found a more temperate zone up the Kapiti coast and
so decided to stay. I worked for ICL NZ Ltd for 12 years until 1998 when I was deemed surplus
to requirements and "let go".  I then joined EDS where I worked for a further 10 years until EDS
was bought out by HP who promptly "retired" me along with a seventh of the workforce!
Interestingly, most of us were over the age of 60! So much for a "people company"! By this time
I had acquired 43 years experience of the IT industry and I did not wish to pursue that career
any further so I retired at the age of 62.
I have spent the last 5 years designing and building various mechanical devices, the most time
consuming of which has been my 7 and quarter inch gauge steam locomotive which I thoroughly
enjoy running at various local tracks for the enjoyment of both children and adults on weekends.
Problem solving has been the central pillar of my working life and I just can't get out of the habit
and so I occupy myself these days with trying to make a "better mousetrap"!

To conclude -
Life takes such unexpected and interesting paths, what would have happened,
I wonder, if any of these events had not occurred!

The Club Profile Speaker List is now complete up to our October meeting.  Will you be on the
programme later in the year? Just give your name to Don Quirk who will then remind you as
your meeting approaches. There is no need to wait for a tap on the shoulder! What a wealth of
experience we have to call on among our members.  We have all lived very full, diverse lives.
Next week we shall be hearing from Julia Spinks. September, Mike Allen.

Guest Speaker
Duane Kale, paralympian, Olypmpic gold and medals winner, Chef de Mission Beijing and London
Olympics, ONZM, MBA, Order of Merit Paralympics New Zealand
and so the list of achievements goes on … inspirational indeed.
A thoroughly nice, courageous, determined man, passionate in his
role!  How fitting we should hear him then see fellow paralympians
being celebrated for their participation in Glasgow.  We could
appreciate their achievements all the better as a result of having
met and listened to Duane. Thank you Duane! Wonderful!

Coming Up
This month we shall listen to veteran broadcaster, Frank Torley,
producer, narrator, mastermind for so many years behind the
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much loved TV programme “Country Calendar”. His topic  “Ramblings of a Rustic Producer”

September Terrence O'Brien: Expert commentator on International Affairs,
"New Zealand's International Relations and Our Place in the World".

October Beverley Cathcart: Former Protocol Officer at the NZ Parliament,
"Mrs Parliament Protocol".

November Dr Robbie Cheyne: Chiropractor from Porirua,
"Chiropractic The Key to Good Health".

Have you visited our Probus Club of Whitby website?
Each month’s copy of the Probus magazine, Active Retirees, is now on our website along with
our Newsletters.  The membership list is there too.  Our thanks to Graham and Annette Craig for
their ongoing work for us.

Our Club Christmas Party
Hope you have put a ring around 3 December in your diary.  We shall have a jolly time at the
Mana Cruising Club. Yummy Christmas dinner/lunch, party hats and crackers, music for a sing-
along … It’s a must!

Hats off to our morning tea organisers and their helpers!

******************************

Activity Reports

Genealogy This report furnished by Allan Bulleyment
“The third meeting of Whitby Probus genealogy group was held at Lenora’s house.
Thank you Lenora. There were 11 members present and 7 apologies.
Each member gave a brief account of their previous genealogical research and explained how
they hoped being a member of the group could assist them in the future. This discussion
resulted in lots of ideas to make for an interesting programme ahead! -
- attending monthly talks by Jill Knox, a member of the NZ Genealogy group, at the Helen Smith
rooms at Pataka, Porirua.
- attending lunchtime meetings at the National Library (details to be advised)
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- exploring web sites for newspaper article archives, old school records, ships passenger lists
and ‘Find a gravestone’.
- using digital programmes, such as ‘Brothers Keeper’ and ‘Family Tree Maker’.
- searching Government Archives
- seeking assistance from the Porirua genealogy group at Porirua library.
Some members brought historical objects and explained their deep family significance.

The next meeting of the group will be on Tuesday 5th August at 2.00pm at Lenora’s home, 57
Staithes Drive North, Whitby.  It will include a talk by Jill Knox.
If any other Probus members are interested in joining us please phone Lenora, (04) 235 5252 or
by e-mail lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz”

Photography
Thank you, Convener, Graham Craig, for this report.
“Seven members attended the July meeting and although the weather was somewhat cool and
windy we took photos of the Whitby lakes and wildlife for an hour or so and then came back to
our place to view and discuss the photos taken. There were some lovely photos and a lot of
discussion on methods and cameras followed. Modern cameras, including quite small ones, can
take great photos.
There will not be meetings in August or September, but we will probably meet earlier than usual
in October to sort out entries for the New Zealand Probus Photo Competition that closes late
October.

Photo by Graham Craig Photo by John Bathurst

Outings
Margaret and Bruce Carson write …
"The first of the visits to the MetService was held on what turned out to be a brute of a day in
Wellington yet thoroughly enjoyed by our Members who were most warmly welcomed by several
forecasting staff. We were treated to an explanation of how the weather forecasting is gathered
from the many sources throughout the world and especially in the South Pacific area, how this
information is collated, groupings of staff discussions, formulation of final decisions on the
weather patterns for the day and following days and dissemination of the forecast to the many
media and individual users of the Service. We saw an actual TV broadcast going out live, not the
one we see on TV1, but that used by other media. The forecasting room was a most interesting
room to visit with various individual forecasters continually producing information based on what
was showing on their monitors. It is obviously a service that operates under strict timetables
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and pressures yet appears to have very relaxed environment. Altogether, a good day out.
Thank you to Bevlee Shand for the photos.

Because over 40 members put their name on the list to attend this visit the Service was not able
to accommodate us all on one occasion. Fortunately we have been able to arrange a second
visit on October 16th with those who offered to wait till October being placed first on the
list. More on this later ….
The next outing is to Radio New Zealand. Level 2, 155 The Terrace Wellington on Thursday
21st August at 10am. We have been in touch with Katrina Batten who is the Senior Studio
Operator/Sound Engineer and is both a Producer and Presenter at RNZ. Katrina has hosted
several tours such as we are proposing and makes them most interesting and informative with
explanations of how the Service operates, visits to their studios, seeing live broadcasts, seeing
announcers at work, and meeting various staff whom most of us will have heard on the
radio. The tour will last for about two hours so will give us a good insight into radio broadcasts.
Katrina has said that they can only accommodate 20 of our members on this visit. Because we
had such a large number who wanted to go to the MetService in July and we think this RNZ visit
will be equally interesting, we have arranged for a second visit on Thursday 18th
September. We shall formulate a plan of how we can organise this which we shall inform
members about at our next meeting.”

Dine-Out
“Wow! what a pleasant change. After a few previous outings which were cold wet and windy,
we left home with a brisk coldish breeze but stepped from the train in Waikanae to a warm calm
day so the stroll to the hotel was really enjoyable. Unfortunately our numbers were down a little
- some succumbing to the winter bugs (we hope you are all OK now) and others called in on
grandparent duty with children over the holidays.  We did miss you all.
The hotel gave us a separate room so we had full rein to walk around and chat while waiting for
our meals. A good variety to choose from so everyone seemed happy.
The walk back for the train homeward bound was relaxed and we all enjoyed the trip through
the countryside, quite a change from built up areas on a trip to the city.

The next dine-out lunch will be on Wednesday 13 August with the venue to be confirmed at the
next monthly meeting.” Any inquiries please contact Colin/Bev on 234 1090 (colin@cebus.co.nz)
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Mah Jong
The group has enjoyed their two meetings in July and we have had two or three tables each
time. There is much laughter and tormenting of some members who try to make up their own
rules and games!! It was also good to see Sue Walker back with us after her time at work and
Marion Allard back at the first meeting of the month after her nasty chest infection. In August
the group will meet as usual on the first Monday (4th August) and third Monday (18th August)
and it will be good to see as many as possible. In spite of the cold weather the Croquet Club is
always warm and has a very pleasant outlook.
As I shall be away from early August, there will probably be no e mails for that month or
September so please diary the dates for August and September (1st and 15th) and I thank Irene
in advance for being available to ‘open up’ for us.” Barb, on 234 8415. nichols@xtra.co.nz

500 Club
“Cards was held on 16th July with a good turnout of 8 players.  As with previous games the ladies
again probably came second although we certainly had a lot of fun and two tables of 4 leads to
some quick and often competitive games. Cards next month will be held on 20th August with a
change of venue.  For the months of August and September the venue will be Bev and Colin’s
house at 66 Spyglass Lane Whitby.  It is always helpful if you can give some indication of
numbers so that we can ensure we have enough tables.  However all are welcome and we do
have some competitive fun.”
If anyone else is keen to join this group, please phone Allan, on 234 8415. nichols@xtra.co.nz

Golf
“Golf did not happen last month due to both the terrible weather and many players being
overseas possibly playing on the international circuit. Although the date for August is 11th August
again a number of players will be away.  However for those still around tee off at 9.00am.”
Allan Nichols phone 2348415 at nichols@xtra.co.nz

Cinema
“The film last month was well attended by about 25 people. On July 28th we watched ‘The
Million Dollar Arm’. Everyone seemed to enjoy the movie which was based on a true story.
There were not so many of us this month but we all had a good time and 10 of us enjoyed lunch
afterwards at Groundup.
As always we welcome any Probus member who would like to join us from 10.00 a.m. at The
Lighthouse Cinema in Pauatahanui for a chat/coffee and the movie at 10.30 a.m. For those new
members or those who have not joined us yet, Whitby Probus Club members get tickets for $11.
We meet on the 4th Monday of the month.  I shall be away and perhaps not able to email you all
in August or September, please diary the following:
August 25th ‘Mrs Brown’s Boys D’Movie’ and September 22nd movie is yet to be booked.
If you would like to join in, just turn up and enjoy …”
Barb 234 8415 nichols@xtra.co.nz

*****************************

Club Duties - July Roster

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.
Setting up: Gene Brown, Pam Draper, John Antliff, Gaye McGill
Meeters and Greeters: Gene Brown, Pam Draper
Note: The first two persons listed for each month as the Meeters and Greeters help to set
up. and then should be on the door by 9.05am, tick off all those who have arrived before that
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time, greet all arrivals.
The Meeters and Greeters also take a note of the birth dates for that month for the Birthday
draw

Morning Tea assistants: Mary Temperton, Margaret Webster (to assist the two co-ordinators at
morning tea time
Introduce Guest Speaker: Graham Kelly
Thank Guest Speaker: Bev Marsden .

*********************************

Dates for our Diaries
04 August Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00pm
05 August Genealogy Group at Lenora’s home, 57 Staithes Drive North, at 2.00pm
06 August Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms.
11 August Golf at Judgeford. Arrive 8.30am for tee-off at 9.00am
13 August Dine-out Details to be confirmed at the meeting on August 6
15 August Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00pm
20 August 500 Club Bev and Colin’s home, 66 Spyglass Lane  10.00am
21 August Outings Radio NZ Details to be confirmed at the meeting on August 6

Photography Group – no formal meetings August and September
03 December Christmas Party Mana Cruising Club.  Details tbc

*********************************

Getting it right

A woman in a supermarket is following a grandfather and his badly behaved 3 year-old
grandson. It's obvious to her that he has his hands full with the child screaming for sweets in the
sweet aisle, cookies in the cookie aisle and for fruit, cereal and fizzy drinks in the other aisles.
Meanwhile, Granddad is working his way around, saying in a controlled voice,
"Easy, William, we won't be long . . . Easy, boy."
Another outburst, and she hears the granddad calmly say,
"It's okay, William, just a couple more minutes and we'll be out of here. Hang in there, boy."
At the checkout, the little terror is throwing items out of the cart, and Granddad says again in a
controlled voice, "William, William, relax buddy, don't get upset. We'll be home in five minutes.
Stay cool, William."
Very impressed, the woman goes outside where the grandfather is loading his groceries and the
boy into the car. She says to the elderly gentleman, "It's none of my business, but you were
amazing in there. I don't know how you did it. That whole time, you kept your composure, and
no matter how loud and disruptive he got, you just calmly kept saying things would be okay.
William is very lucky to have you as his grandpa."
"Thanks," said the grandfather, "but I'm William ... that little so-in-so's name is James.

********************************

Julie McLagan
Editor
jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
Phone 2379022


