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Probus Club of Whitby Management Committee 2016 - 2017 

 

                                                       

           
 

Our grateful thanks to this special team who have so ably managed our club this year. 
Alas, Past-President Don Quirk was not present at our last meeting when this photograph was taken. 

 

 

http://probus.angnz.com/


February Meeting 

It was great to see everyone again and catch up on what they had been up to over the holiday break. 

Bob and Jill Merrick were in fine form with a cheery welcome back for us all.   

 

 

 

President Julie told what happened to Giuseppe recently… 
Giuseppe walked into a doctor’s office and the receptionist 
asked him what he had. 
Giuseppe said: “Shingles.”  
So she wrote down his name, address, medical insurance 
number and told him to have a seat.  
Fifteen minutes later a nurse’s aide came out and asked 
Giuseppe what he had.  
Giuseppe said, “Shingles.”  
So she wrote down his height, weight, a complete medical 
history  and told Giuseppe to wait in the examining room.  
A half hour later a nurse came in and asked Giuseppe what 
he had. Giuseppe said, “Shingles.”  
So the nurse gave Giuseppe a blood test, a blood pressure test, an electrocardiogram, and told Giuseppe to 
take off all his clothes and wait for the doctor.  
An hour later the doctor came in and found Giuseppe sitting patiently in the nude and asked Giuseppe what he 
had.  
Giuseppe said, “Shingles.” The doctor asked, “Where?” Giuseppe said, “Outside on the truck.  
Where do you want me to unload ’em?” 

The Birthday Draws for January and February 
 

 

 



Sylvia Calcott and Pat Hobden were the lucky winners. 
 

Birthdays are good for your health.  Studies show those who have 

more birthdays live longer. 

A birthday is a good time to remember our friends. At our age, it’s 

good to remember almost anything at all! 

 

Don't get all weird about growing older!  Age is simply the number 

of years the world has been enjoying us. 

 

 

 
Guest Speaker  - Maureen Zaya 
Maureen  studied at the University of Baghdad before coming to New 

Zealand as a refugee 15 years ago.  Life as a refugee can be difficult to 

imagine.  Maureen told us about the harrowing challenges she and her 
family faced before she fled from her homeland.  Her story was heart 

rending … Her opening words to us set the scene.  “Imagine being forced to 
flee your country in order to escape to safety. If you were lucky you had 

time to pack a bag. If not, you simply dropped everything and ran.      
Refugees are people fleeing conflict or being persecuted for reasons of race, 

religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political 

opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and ... Is unable, or owing 
to such fear is unwilling to return to it” . 

Maureen is employed by the Ministry of Education as Senior Adviser, Refugee and Migrant Enablement Support. 

 
Speaker organiser, Graham Kelly, has an interesting line-up ahead for us … Thank you Graham! 
1 March Johnny Douglas - ‘The Changing Face of 50 Plus Years of Radio in New Zealand’  

5 April   Craig Nicholson, NZ Transport Agency – Transmission Gully  
3 May    Mary Fisher - Paralympian blind gold medal swimmer  

7 June   Mario Rodrigues, Ambassador of Cuba - Changes in the Cuban economy and with the US and their 
contribution to developing countries (another excellent speaker but still to be confirmed) 

 

Club Profile Speaker - Peter Rushworth  
Peter had our attention from the start with his first words, “The best bits first.” 

“I graduated from Canterbury University with a Bachelor of Engineering – Electrical with Second Class Honours - 
in 1965 and won a two year Post Graduate Scholarship with GEC of Coventry in England.   
I married Shona in January 1965 – a necessity because I also had a Post Office Scholarship that took me 
through University and offered me full pay for the UK Scholarship if I was married and only half pay if not. 
We have three sons and seven grandchildren.  David, the eldest, is a pre-school teacher in Plimmerton, Mark, 
who has just resigned from the role of Managing Director of Paymark, the Credit Card handling company, and 
Paul, who is the Head Platform Infrastructure Architect at Zero.  Mark and Sally have three children, Paul and 
Kate have four. 

I retired in 2004 and we have resumed our overseas and domestic travel 
unhindered other than having to meet the full cost! 
The more gritty details came next … 

“I was born and bred in Wellington and have lived in Greater Wellington all 
my life except for three years  
at Canterbury University, two years in the UK and three months in Japan.  
Schooling was at Miramar South,  
and College at Rongotai.  Shona and I met at Milford Sound after Shona 
had walked the Milford Track  
and I was there accompanying my parents.  Apparently I had stolen her 
slipper at the lodge we were staying at.  I had not, but did enjoy the 
pretence of having done so.  I was duly given her address in Hamilton  
and the address of an Aunt who lived in Christchurch.  Back there, I turned 



up at her Aunt’s place only  
to discover that she also had an Aunt who lived about 10 houses down the road from where I lived in 
Wellington.  The Wellington Aunt, when learning of our meeting, expressed extreme concern saying  
“You are not going out with that naughty boy are you!”   
Shona joined me in Christchurch a year later and was employed as a Sister at St Georges Private Hospital.  She 
talked me into applying for a UK Post Graduate Scholarship which I duly won. 
At the end of 1965 we returned to Wellington, were married and bought a small two bedroom house in Linden,  
rented while we were in the UK.   It took us six weeks by sea to get to England  - airfares were far too high in 
1965. We arrived in Southampton with another couple, who also had a Scholarship with GEC, and went on to 
London. On our first day there the four of us took the subway to GEC’s Head Office.  Problem!  The two men 
climbed on the tube first, the doors shut and the two ladies were left on the platform.  What a way to start in 
London!  We met up again at the next station.   
Life in the UK and Coventry was good.  We did get to London by rail many times and by car once to deliver our 
365 day old car for export to NZ.  The Post Grad Scholarship was excellent. I spent much of the time working 
on telephone exchange design and the installation and commissioning of GEC’s first electronic reed relay 
system. The NZPO purchased one for Paekakariki shortly after I returned to the NZ. The experience certainly 
gave me a great grounding and understanding of the manufacturing and design processes.   
We travelled most of the UK including camping in our tent at Easter in Yorkshire where we woke up with  
the tent covered in snow.  And in the Lake District, again in our tent, during one of the worst UK storms.  
We were Kiwis and survived. During the second year we had a four week holiday travelling around Europe.   
We returned to NZ on the Northern Star. We had a roaring storm just out from England – I was one of the few 
in the dining room while Shona was in her bunk.  She was pregnant.  We had a fire on board in Durban.  
We met an Englishman who was coming out to “look at NZ” to see if it met his requirements. It did.  
He and he and his wife did come.  We have been friends ever since, often visiting them on Waiheke Island. 
Back with the NZPO, I completed my registration as a Professional Engineer by carrying out the design  
of a large telephone exchange project.  The forecasting of traffic between the various telephone exchanges  
was one of my major undertakings that involved the use of the NZPO’s new computer system – data input was 
by punched card data with a printed paper output.  It required top level internal approval to develop and use 
the computer. How the world has changed! 
During the early 1970’s I was part of the team preparing a new set of specifications for the NZ telephone 
network and its ongoing development that included National Subscriber Dialling – hitherto unheard of in New 
Zealand.  The tender was won by NEC of Japan for an initial period of five years.  In 1973 I was one of three 
who visited Japan, and it was the first of over 30 visits to that country for both technical and commercial 
discussions.  The contract with NEC was renewed several times as the company continued to provide the NZPO 
and then Telecom with the latest types of switching equipment. One event that comes to mind was the 
personal development of the 0800 system we have in NZ for which I had full responsibility. This included 
obtaining Board approval from the Telecom external Board of Directors.   
During one of the longer stays I had in Japan, Shona joined me for the long Spring Festival weekend.   
During the 1970s I was also promoted to the position of Supervising Engineer and was the youngest person  
in the NZPO to achieve this.  I travelled widely representing the NZPO and Telecom at international conferences 
and seminars in the UK, Europe, US and the Australia. I achieved the position of Divisional Engineer at the age 
of 39, but not quite the youngest in the NZPO to do so.  I was also responsible for the start-up work  
on the switching side of the NZPO’s cellular network. While in both the UK and Sweden talking to other network 
operators on Cellular technology I was given a cell phone to try out. “Ring home,” they said.  Problem was  
it was always about 12 midnight.  A bit hard to explain to Shona why the call when she had just woken up. 
During the separation of the branches of the NZPO and its subsequent privatisation I had a role in the 
restructuring of the old NZPO Head Office Engineering organisation, reporting directly to the Director General  
of the NZPO.  I was appointed to the role of Manager Technology Applications responsible for the development 
and procurement of all the network technology required by Telecom.  During the later sale of Telecom to 
Ameritech and Bell Atlantic I happened to be in New York on Telecom business when the sale was announced.  
I was quickly invited into the New York Headquarters of our new owners and then flown up to New Jersey  
by corporate jet to meet other members of the team. New York harbour as the sun rose was a scene I will 
always remember.I guess it had to happen.  At yet another restructuring of Telecom it became my turn to get 
the boot. By that stage I had become a Director of three Telecom Companies including a joint NEC – Telecom 
and Wm Scollay Company that was responsible for the maintenance on the NEC provided telephone exchanges 
in NZ. 
During the 1990’s I joined AAS NZ Ltd a telecommunications network consulting company with headquarters  
in Sydney. I enjoyed 11 years in this role ending up as Managing Director of the NZ arm of the Group.   
Our clients included several Asia telcos, the NZ Commerce Commission and other NZ operators of 
telecommunication services.   
I retired in 2003.  We moved to Whitby 19 years ago. I had returned from an overseas business trip and Shona 
had to rush me from the airport to see what she had found. We purchased the house the following Monday. 
Aside from work I have been President of the Tawa Linden Drama Society, an Officer and Captain of the Tawa 



Boys Brigade Company, a keen tramper in the Tararuas and various National Parks throughout the Country.  I 
am interested in photography, model railway including being on the committee of the Wellington British Railway 
Modellers Inc.  Shona and I enjoy travelling overseas and around New Zealand.  I am busy developing the 
Rushworth and McMillan Family History.  We have a holiday home in Turangi …’ 
 

Thank you Peter, for giving us insight into your varied and interesting life to date ….   
No profile speaker in March as we shall have the Club AGM and the introduction of our new committee. 

April will bring us Lew Jillings. 
Thank you to John Antliff for these observations … 

“Just read that 4,153,237 people got married last year ... not to cause any 

trouble, but shouldn't that be an even number?    

Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation towards the 

local swimming pool. I gave him a glass of water.   

I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather. Not screaming and 

yelling like the passengers in his car...   

If I had a dollar for every girl that found me unattractive, they would eventually 

find me attractive.  

I find it ironic that the colours red, white, and blue stand for freedom until they are flashing behind me.    

Relationships are a lot like algebra. Have you ever looked at your X and wondered Y?     

You know that tingly little feeling you get when you like someone? That's your common sense leaving your 

body. 

Did you know that dolphins are so smart that within a few weeks of captivity, they can train people to stand on 

the very edge of the pool and throw them fish?    

I think my neighbour is stalking me as she's been googling my name on her computer. I saw it through my 

telescope last night.   

Money talks ... but all mine ever says is good-bye.” 

 

*************************************************************************** 

 

Club Activities   

Please note … If you are on our waiting list you are welcome to participate in any of our activities.  We would 

love to get to know you while you wait to join …   

Walking  

“Hopefully the weather from now on is in our favour, we have had the worst days for walking these last months 

than we have had since our group began. This hasn’t prevented our ladies from turning up most of the time 

under their umbrellas or hooded jackets. We normally have 3 different groups participating on the fine days. 

There are those that take off at a fast pace usually led by Diana, then the medium walkers keeping clear of the 

steep walkways and the rest who just prefer to do the lake walk. No matter what, we certainly benefit health 

wise as well as gaining friendship and support from a great group of people.   

Tuesdays 9.00am at the Co-op.  Come join us …”    Don Quirk ph 2347700  

 

Book Lovers 

“At our February meeting we welcomed a new book enthusiast, Gaye McGill. Since it was three months since 

our last meeting we had lots of newly read books to talk about. I find this is a wonderful way to encourage me 

to try new authors and the recommendations are an invaluable source of ideas for birthday and Christmas gifts. 

At Christmas I received this gem of a book. I know there is a slight exaggeration 
in the title about my being a child of the 60s but I was a teenager briefly in that 
decade! 
Here are two quotations from the book: 
 “You used to have flowers in your hair. Now it’s Grecian 2000.” 

 “You once looked to India for spiritual enlightenment rather than banking 

enquiries and train times.” 

Next meeting: Thursday 9 March at 10:15 a.m. at Anne Miller’s home, 7 Gannet 
Way, Whitby phone 234 6399.   Rae Denize billandrae@xtra.co.nz  Phone 

2381038  New members and waiting list folk welcome. 

mailto:billandrae@xtra.co.nz


 

Dine-Out 

“Despite some reports’ we had 

heard about inconsistent standard  

of service and quantities of food 

offered we experienced extremely 

good food and service at The 

Borough in Tawa at our first lunch 

Dine-Out of the year.  Because of  

its size and concrete floors, noise 

can be a problem at this restaurant 

and with our group of 27 seated  

at two long tables in the middle  

of the restaurant, we probably 

contributed more than our fair share 

with much lively 

conversation.  As we 

departed into what was one 

of Wellington’s better days 

this summer, it seemed the 

meal was enjoyed by all. 

 

In March we are visiting 

Yeay’s House in Tawa on 

Wednesday 8 March at 12 

noon.”   

Colin and Bev phone 2341090  

colin@cebus.co.nz  

 

500 Cards 

 “Eight people met Wednesday 15 February 2017 for a couple 

of hours to play 500.  We divided into 2 groups of 4 - of which 

one group considered themselves “professionals” and the 

other group were “amateurs”.  However, despite all the hilarity 

and complaints of table talk, when lunch time came around 

there was some doubt over which group was which! 

Next fun packed meeting at Allan and Barbara Nichols’ place 

on Wednesday 15 March at 10:00am.  New players 

welcome.” 

This report too was filed by Colin Edwards.  Thank you Colin 

phone 2341090  colin@cebus.co.nz  

Photography 

“We were rained off last month.  We shall be hearing from a 

speaker involved in Transmission Gully at a future meeting.  I 

propose that we make another attempt to check out the progress 

of the Gully Road around the Pauatahanui - Whitby area at the 

March 13 meeting.  

We shall meet at Brown's Bay at 9.30 am.”   

Dale Williamson Phone 2357279  

 

 

mailto:colin@cebus.co.nz
mailto:colin@cebus.co.nz


Genealogy 

We are back in the present!!  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th March, in the genealogy section 

at the Porirua Public Library at 1.30pm.     

Lenora Jones  Ph 2355252 lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz or Rob McLagan  robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz 

               

 

Golf 

“We have two teams in the annual Probus golf tournament which will be held on Monday 6th March at 

Boulcott Farm Golf Club in the Hutt. It will be a great day.  We shall keep you posted as regards the results.” 

Allan Nichols phone 2348415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

Cinema 

“This month we shall see ‘Lion” on February 27th.  It has excellent reviews.  It stars Dev Patel (alias the 

Slumdog Millionaire) who searches to find his real home and roots after being adopted as a child by an 

Australian couple.    

Next month we will be at the movies on 27th March and the film is yet to be advised – will do this at next 

week’s meeting.  

We look forward to seeing many of you there for a cuppa and chat from 10.00am and then the movie at 

10.30am.  As always a warm welcome to waiting list people!” 

Barb Nichols phone 2348415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

 

Mah Jong 

“We played Mah Jong on 20th Feb with 11 members attending on a rather warm afternoon. It was great to 

welcome back Sheryl after her surgery and see her looking so well.  Next month Mah Jong will be held on 

March 6th and March 20th at the Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.30 p.m.  Waiting list people and members 

who would like to learn are welcome to join us.” Barb Nichols phone 2348415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

Summer Soiree   

The last of the summer wine … 

Sunday 5 March  4.00pm – 6.00pm.   

Host provides the venue and crackers, guests bring a bottle of wine,  

some cheese or something savoury to go with it.   Different hosts each time.  

Hosts notified the day before, guests emailed on the morning 

of the event to tell them where they are going.   

Those already in the group will get a formal invite as per usual.  

Those who wish to join this group please contact Julie McLagan  

on jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz or make sure you add your name  

to the board at the meeting next Wednesday.  Small groups catered for. 

Julie McLagan phone 2379022  

 

mailto:lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz
mailto:robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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Outings 

“We had a very interesting outing today at Southward Museum with my friend Chris Simpson giving his firsthand 

knowledge on Len Southwood, including his 7 odd years working for Len in the engineering workshops during the 

building stages of the complex. 

Len was quite a prankster but demanded very high standards. Chris informed us that they had a chair that when you 

sat in it you got a small electric shock and sure enough that same chair is still in the workshop.  Sounds like he was 

great fun to work for! 

We had a good overview of the theatre tilting floor and saw the organ being retracted under the floor.” 

Thank you Derek McDonald for this report. 

Next Month we are off the Supreme Court on 16 March to watch a case being heard.  More details at the March 

Meeting. 

             

 

Duty Roster for March Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  

Room Set Up   Pat Hobden, David Dunnett, Derek McDonald, John Antliff. Please meet 8.45am. 

Meeters and Greeters   At 9.05am, the first two names on this list move to the front door to welcome people, mark 

the attendance roll check for apologies, sort the counters for the birthday draw. 

Morning Tea       Sue Walker and Margaret Webster - to assist the two co-ordinators set up and at morning tea 

time. 

Guest Speaker    Johnny Douglas 

Introduced by     Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker    Tim Sheppard 

Dates for our Diaries 

27 February   Cinema Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am movie 

28 February   Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am                

01 March       Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am 
6 March          Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

6 March         Golf  Boulcott Farm Heritage Golf Course 11.30am 
07 March       Genealogy  Genealogy Section  Porirua Public Library 1.30pm 

08 March       Dine-Out Yeay’s House Tawa 12 noon 

09 March       Book Lovers 7 Gannet Way Whitby 10.15am 
13 March       Photography Brown’s Bay 9.30am 

15 March       500  7 The Portage, Whitby 10.00am 
16 March       Outing The Supreme Court, Wellington.  Details at the March Club Meeting 

20 March       Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 
27 March       Cinema Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am movie 

 

**********************************************************************   
                                                



 An Italian, a Scotsman, and a Chinese fellow were hired at a construction site.  

The foreman pointed out a huge pile of sand and told the Italian guy,  

"You're in charge of sweeping."  

To the Scotsman he said, "You're in charge of shovelling."  

And to the Chinese guy, "You're in charge of supplies."  

He then said, "Now, I have to leave for a little while. I expect you guys to make a dent in that there pile."  

The foreman went away for a of couple hours, and, when he returned, the pile of sand was untouched.  

He asked the Italian, "Why didn't you sweep any of it?"  

The Italian replied, "I no hava no broom. You said to the 

Chinese fella that he a wasa in a charge of supplies, but he 

hasa disappeared and I no coulda finda him nowhere."  

Then the foreman turned to the Scotsman and said, "And you, I 

thought I told you to shovel this pile."  

The Scotsman replied, "Aye, ye did lad, boot ah couldnay get 

meself a shoovel! Ye left th' Chinese gadgie in chairge of 

supplies, boot ah couldnay fin' him either."  

The foreman was really angry by now and stormed off toward 

the pile of sand to look for the Chinese guy.  

 

Just then, the Chinese guy jumped out from behind the pile of 

sand and yelled...  

 

"SUPPLIES!! 

 

  

 


