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                                                                                                               photo thanks to Graham Craig 
Newsletter for July – August 

Next Meeting 3 August 2016 9.30am 

Whitby Bowling Club 

Apologies please to Annette Craig (annette@angnz.com) 

 
Committee Members 

President  Julie McLagan Ph  237 9022 Guest Speakers  Graham Kelly   Ph 234 8825 
Past-President  Don Quirk Ph  234 7700 Profile Speakers  Sue Gore   Ph 234 6367 

Vice-President  Derek McDonald Ph  234 6033 Newsletter   Julie McLagan Ph 237 9022                               
Secretary   Annette Craig Ph  234 7558 Club Duties   Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 

Treasurer   Gaye McGill Ph  238 9904 Outings         Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 

Caring/Welfare Norma Withers Ph  238 4222 Member        June Campbell-Tong Ph 2347918              
Membership Annette Craig  Ph  234 7558 

 

A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

 
A little fat puddy to put a smile in your day … 

 

July Meeting     

We were off to a smiling start with a cheerful greeting from the delightful Dunnetts, David and Marcia.             

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:annette@angnz.com
http://probus.angnz.com/
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Diana Paris, our 2014 President, ran the meeting in the absence of Julie 

and Derek who were off-shore, and Don who is in recovery mode from his 

knee operation.  

Diana told the story of poor old Ron Chestnut, 89 years of age, who was 

stopped by the police around 2.00am and asked where he was going at 

that time of night.  

Ron replied, "I'm on my way to a lecture about alcohol abuse and the 

effects it has on the human body, as well as smoking and staying out late." 

The officer asked, "Really? Who's giving that lecture at this time of night?"  

Ron replied, "That would be the wife.” 

 

 

The Birthday Draw 

A trio of beautiful smiling birthday girls lined up for the draw. 

Congratulations to you, Aureen Coshan, for winning the wine to add to the celebrations of your 91st birthday! 

 

         

 

Club Speaker  - Chris Garrett 
“I was born in England in a town called Derby which is near Nottingham 120 miles 
north of London in the East Midlands which is at least 100 miles from the nearest 
coast.  They make Rolls Royce Aero Engines there - or at least they did then!  I was 
one of 3 children – in between two sisters. 
I was brought up in the Anglican faith and as a boy I went to Sunday school, cubs, 
scouts and I sang in the church choir.  I played outside a lot with the other kids in 
our neighbourhood in games which stretched our imagination like Cowboys and 
Indians.  We made soapbox trolleys, dammed up streams then blew up the dams 
with fireworks, went fishing in the local canal, laid coins on the railway line to 
squash halfpennies into pennies, shot plastic soldiers with our spud guns and went 
on long bike rides.  All typical of kids of our time era.  I grew up in a terraced house 
like those you see on Coronation Street and money was always tight but we did 
always manage to make an excursion to the seaside each year in our shorts and 
sandals with a new bucket and spade. 
I was determined to succeed in life so at the age of 13, I got a morning paper 
round, a night paper round, and a Sunday paper round.  I also got a Saturday job 
working at Burtons the Taylor taking down measurements in the made to measure 
suit department.  During school holidays I worked as a farm labourer spud picking 
and hay baling and in the evenings I went out laying carpets with my father who 
was a sales rep for paper and carpets.  My family couldn’t really afford to send me 
to university.  In those days there were no student loans available so I left school aged 16 to start work with a Construction 
Company where I had managed to get a job as a Trainee Quantity Surveyor.  I did day release and night tech for 5 years to 
get some QS qualifications to follow the 7 x ‘0’ levels I achieved at school.  As a trainee I got a thorough grounding in the 
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building industry and I was based on many building sites around the region.  These building sites were hard in winter with 
hard men working outside in the freezing cold in the ice and snow.   I thought the foreman was cruel to leave men standing 
outside in the snow for 2 hours waiting for a job interview until he explained to me that if they got  
the job they would be out in the snow all day.  And anyway, he wanted to see how keen they were to get  
a job in the first place. 
It was on one of these sites that I met a kerb layer who had recently returned from Australia.  He told me you could make 
much better money in Australia and enjoy glorious sunshine too.  My goal at this stage was to find blue skies and sunshine, 
see some of the world and make enough money to buy a house on the good side of town on my return.  Australia fitted well 
into this game plan so at the age of 21 I left with a mate to go to Perth in Australia.  Perth was a beautiful place with white 
sandy beaches.  When we arrived in December 1974 it was 35 degrees centigrade.  I lay on the beach and got terribly 
sunburnt! 
Perth was very isolated, thousands of kms from anywhere!  There were no jobs in the building industry so it was a matter of 
applying ourselves to jobs that were going, car salesmen.  So we became car salesmen but also got a little side line going 
making name plaques for houses and selling them door to door.  After a few months we realised that Perth was not the 
place to be so we got on a bus to Sydney – 3 nights and 3 days across the Nullabor Plain.  
 
Sydney was good to me.  I walked straight into a job Senior QS on a multimillion $ construction site with good money and a 
6-cylinder company car.  I could go out every night of the week and still save half my wages. I also met my wife Trish at 

this time.  The last thing I wanted at this time was a wife!  But we felt 
very right together.  Our eyes met across a crowded room and pretty 
soon we became inseparable.  It was obviously meant to be as we were 
together 40 years and our love grew year by year until Trish died of 
ovarian cancer on 3rd May 2015. 
 
After working and saving hard in Sydney for 2 years, Trish  
and I left Australia and went to England via a 3 month trip around 
Europe.  We married in Derby in 1977 and bought  
a house on the good side of town which you will remember was my goal. 
We lived there for about a year. 
Trish being a Kiwi got a little homesick and wanted to return to the 
southern hemisphere.  I was receptive to this idea as a new challenge.  
Our plan was to have a holiday in New Zealand and then head back to 
Australia.  So yes, I came for a holiday in 1978 and I am still here! 

 
We started off in Auckland where I got a job with Fletcher’s, then moved to Cromwell for the Clyde Dam construction work.  
When the dam job hit bad ground Fletcher’s work dried up and I was transferred to Dunedin as Chief Quantity Surveyor for 
the Otago Southland Region. We lived happily in Dunedin for 10 years.  Both our children were born there.  Both children 
were born by Caesarean section, Amie in 1981 and Adam in 1984.  I was present at both deliveries and since Trish was 
given epidurals I was able to hold her hand and talk her through both deliveries.  These were the most precious moments of 
my life.   
After the share market crash in the late 80’s the workload dried up but there was a building boom in the IK so I took a six-
month leave of absence from Fletcher’s.  We sold up in New Zealand and returned to England via LA.  The kids were just 8 
and 5 at the time and loved Disneyland, Knotts Berry Farm and Universal Studios. 
We had gone back to England with a taste and see attitude as to how long we would stay. Even though I got work and we 
enjoyed our stay, it was not financially viable for us to live there on a permanent basis.  We were mortgage free in Dunedin 
but the proceeds did not even constitute a decent deposit on a comparable house in England.  After the 6 months leave of 
absence I came back to Fletcher’s in New Zealand.  Wellington was booming so I came here as Commercial Manager for the 
General Works Division handling all works up to $5 million.  At the time I counted 29 cranes around Wellington Harbour.  
After 3 years there were none.  There was a huge downturn in the industry.  My division got axed.  I was made redundant 
after 13 years with Fletcher’s.  I was gutted! 
I then got a job as Chief QS/Manager for Cemac Commercial Interiors, but 6 months later thought I was looking at another 
redundancy as Carter Holt Harvey who owned the Cemac group of companies was breaking up the group and selling off the 
assets.  Luckily a few of us were able to put together a Management Buy-out proposal which was acceptable.  I became the 
General Manager and Chairman of the Board of Directors of Cemac Wellington Ltd.  That was in 1993.  I ran the company 
till I took early retirement in 2012 aged 59.   
One of the most devastating times of my life was the loss of our dear daughter Amie who died of bowel cancer in 2005 aged 
only 24.   
Our son Adam is currently working in London as a senior contract manager for a construction firm.  We skype and text each 
other regularly.   
Trish and I did several wonderful overseas trips together around Europe.  France and Italy were our favourite countries.   
Now I am enjoying golf and getting more involved in Rotary.  I was President of Plimmerton Rotary last year and am now 
Assistant Governor for the District.  I have been on two Rotary Friendship Exchanges this year, one to India and the other to 
New York. 
I was recently made a Paul Harris Fellow.” 
 

Thank you Chris, inspiring and entertaining!  Next week we shall listen to Carolyn Amos. 

September will bring us Barry Hay-Chapman.  October Brian Greaves.  We are looking forward to hearing you 

too.  We are all supportive, loving friends who enjoy getting to know more about one another. 
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Guest Speaker 

Our ex- Governor General and Chair of the Commonwealth Foundation, Sir 

Anand was well qualified to tell us about the 53 countries that support each 

other and work towards shared goals in democracy and development as the 

Commonwealth moves into its second 50 years. 

The Commonwealth is home to 2.2 billion citizens. 60% are under the 

 age of 30, covering 53 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, the Americas 

(including the Caribbean) and the Pacific, of which 31 are considered  

small states. We heard about the Commonwealth Secretariat being 

established in 1965 and the Queen’s comments that “The Commonwealth is 

not an organisation with a mission. It is rather an opportunity for its people 

to work together to achieve practical solutions to problems”.   

It provides secretarial guidance on policy making, technical assistance, 

advisory services to member countries and helps support sustainable, 

inclusive and equitable development. 

Leaders of the Commonwealth meet every two years to discuss issues of mutual concern and interest. 

Sir Anand reminded us that New Zealand’s contribution to the Commonwealth, since its founding, had provided 

a number of people to play prominent roles, the most important being Sir Don McKinnon  

as Secretary General for two terms and Linda Sissons, who is  currently heading the Educational Secretariat. 

Several countries that were not part of the old British Empire, or the Commonwealth, but colonised by the 

French and Portuguese, were now members of the Commonwealth; and more want to join.  

Jim Dearsly thanked Sir Anand on our behalf. 

 

Our guest speaker for August will be Dale Williams, ex-mayor of Otorohanga  who eliminated youth 

unemployment in the town.  

September – Sports commentator, John McBeth 

 

Quiz Afternoon  

What fun we had on Thursday afternoon as we all puzzled to identify photos of unusual animals plus places we 

might have visited.  Questions came thick and fast, we whispered and shared and laughed as we tried to recall 

… Duffer teams were encouraged with chocolate fish.  Quiz masters, Graham and Anne Miller, are so 

professional and their questions are cleverly brain teasing!  We recovered over a very welcome cuppa and 

biscuits served by our charming catering team – Marie and Dinia.  Wonderful activity, friendship and laughter 

on a chilly winter day!  Thank you to Rob McLagan for organising it once again! 

 

Virtuoso Strings Fund Raising Concert  blew the socks off the audience and raised $3600 
for the Virtuoso Strings Charitable Trust to assist with buying violins and violas for the 

students in the orchestra who come from low decile schools in Porirua. The Plimmerton Rotary 

Club sponsored the event, with support from the Inner Wheel and our Probus Club of Whitby.  
Graham Kelly was at the Plimmerton Rotary Club Meeting where the cheque was presented to 

a very grateful Liz Sneyd, co-founder of the Virtuosos Strings Trust with her husband Craig 
Utting.   

Thanks to all those who made this inspiring event so successful. 

 
 
Club Activities  - Reports and Dates 

Mah Jong 

Barb Nichols filed this report … 

“Short and sweet from me this month as we have been away again and fly away again from 10th August to 8th 

October.  I have put in some long term dates and details for your diaries.  I regret that I shall be missing so 

many of your meetings while golfing on the balmy days of the Gold Coast, but I look forward to catching up 

with you all again in November. 

There were 11 of us playing Mah Jong early in July but I am uncertain how many played later in the month as I 
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was away.  Denise kindly opened up for me and Diana reminded the group for me.  Mah Jong dates for the 

next three months (most of which I shall be absent AGAIN from) are as follows:  

1st and 15th August 

5th and 19th September 

3rd and 17th October 

Enjoy your games.  Cheers Barb” 

 

500 Cards 

“Cards was held a week later this month.  A ' talented ' group of 5 people had a very enjoyable morning of 500. 

We are not sure where the cards will be held next month as the Nichols family will be in Australia .   

We will let everyone know at the meeting next month. Thanks.”  Allan Nichols  

 

Book Lovers 

“We love to read and share.  Winter months are a great time for 

curling up with a good book.   

The next meeting will be on Thursday 11 August 10.15am at the 

home of Rae Denize, 4 Tombane Terrace, Papakowhai .            Waiting 

list members and friends are welcome to join us too.”  Phone Julie on 

2379022 

 

Cinema     

“About 25 of us met on 25th July to see ‘The Carer’ and it was good that 

some members of our waiting list are joining us. It’s great to meet 

them and good that they are able to get to know existing members while they ‘wait their turn for membership’. 

I think the movie was enjoyed by most people.  The acting was superb but the language was a bit offensive to 

some, although I did feel it was part of Sir Michael’s character rather than there just to shock!! 

Movie for August 22nd is ‘Absolutely Fabulous’ and the shorts looked entertaining. 

Movie for September 26th is ‘Captain Fantastic’.  As always we will meet at The Lighthouse from 10.00am for 

chat and coffee.  The movie screens at 10.30am and all Probus members and those on the waiting list are 

welcome.”   Barb Nichols Phone 234 8415                               

  

Genealogy 

Thank you Dale Williamson for furnishing this comprehensive report. 

“We met at the Porirua Library for the July meeting.  We started with a brief overview by Claire (volunteer) of 

the Porirua Genealogy Group that meets at the Helen Smith Room at Pataka on the second Tuesday of the 

month (at 7:25pm).  Each month about 40 members (of around 100 total) enjoy a presentation by a speaker 

and other activities.  They also have an email newsletter.  Several members are volunteers at the Porirua 

Library Genealogy Section.  Membership of the Porirua group is around $12.50 per year.  Many are also 

members of the NZ Society of Genealogists 

(NZSoG).  This national group offers , among 

other things, online access to material that is not 

available to non-members; also a set of CD’s (The 

Kiwi Collection) that includes lots of useful 

material.  There is also an NZSoG 

magazine.  Membership is around $100.00 per 

year.  Many of the Library volunteers are also 

members of the NZSoG. 

We had a brief discussion about programmes that 

are available for recording genealogy information 

-  RootsMagic, Legacy, and GRAMPS.  Roy uses 

and recommends GRAMPS Genealogical Research 

Software (it is free and has a fully searchable 

database).  Roy then demonstrated some of its capabilities.  We followed this with some general discussion 
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about family issues, including some members detailing where & how their parents met.  Roy also “researched” 

some issues, including answering some questions for Lenora and Beverly.  

Our next meeting will on 2 August, 1.30pm at Rob's 456 Paremata Road, where we will have the use  of a 

large screen. Roy will be telling us more about the Billion Graves site also it could be interesting to spend time 

following up the register of all U.K. residents following the end of WWII.  Looking forward to seeing you.   For 

information please contact:  Lenora ph 235 5252  Rob ph 237 9022 

 

Dine Out 

Thank you John Antliff for this report … 

“Twelve attended the Dine Out at the Sandbar 

public house Mana Esplanade on Wednesday 13th 

July and an enjoyable  

and convivial time was had by all. Ross  

and Gretchen Moore were able to attend having 

been absent from our group for some months.  

Ross has been having some medical issues, not 

the least of them,  

his inability to maintain balance, so it was very 

heartening to see him on his feet at last, enjoying 

a drink and not spilling it!  Colin will announce 

August's Dine Out venue at the next Probus 

meeting, assuming he's in a fit state, after 

returning from his and Bev's nautical sojourn overseas.”   

Colin and Bev 04 234 1090 

 

Outing 

Wellington Museum is housed in the Bond Store, an 1892 heritage building designed by leading architect 

Frederick de Jersey Clere, and situated on the waterfront. Set over four floors, the Museum offers a wonderful 

insight into the rich social and cultural history of Wellington, complementing Te Papa's stories  

of the nation.  Our enthusiastic young guide was full of extra information to bring the exhibits to life.   

It was fascinating to see the newest display cabinet exhibit showcasing Kirkcaldie and Stains, now part  

of Wellington’s history.  Margaret Faulkner will advise details of next month’s outing at the club meeting.   

Put a ring around 18 August in your diary. 

 

Walking 

“Even though some of the days may be unsuitable for walking 

groups owing to inclement weather this has not prevented 

some of the hardiest from Probus facing up on a Tuesday 

morning to challenge the elements. And yes, you guessed it, 

always the ladies.  The men have been conspicuous by their 

absence! 

But you can catch us at the café where it is always great to sit 

and chat over a coffee after the walk and develop the 

friendships which this group is all about. Come and join us 

every Tuesday 9am at Whitby Mall. All welcome.”  Don Quirk  

Phone 2347700 

 

Photography 

“This month, with help from the Transmission Gully Management Site Office at Pauatahanui, we identified 

accessible viewpoints to observe progress of Transmission Gully and went and photographed progress of the 

large bridge to cross Cannons Creek.  Then walked over into the back of Battle Hill.  Both sites are in the early 

stages of construction so it will be interesting to monitor progress over the next few years.  One photo shows 
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the eastern abutment of the Cannons Creek bridge being formed and the other a bridge structure at the back of 

Battle Hill. A nice fine day.”  Graham Craig  graham@angnz.com 

The next meeting of the photography group will be held on Monday 8th August. Members of the group are 

asked to meet at the Dolly Varden Reserve, Mana Esplanade, at 9.30am.

     
 

 

Duty Roster for August Meeting 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, please arrange a substitute. 

Room Set Up  Sheryl Levy, Jill Merrick, Bob Merrick.   

The tables are heavy.  Please do not try to lift them on your own. 

Meeters and Greeters  At 9.05am the first two names on this list move to the front door to welcome people, 

mark the roll, check for apologies and sort the counters for the birthday draw. 

Morning Tea  Lou Oldershaw, Valerie Hellberg to help Marie and Dinia at morning tea time. 

Guest Speaker Introduction  Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker Margaret Faulkner 

 

Dates for our Diaries 

01  August     Mah Jong   Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

02 August      Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 

02 August      Genealogy 1.30pm Porirua Public Library 

03 August      Probus Meeting  9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 

08  August    Photography  9.30am at the Dolly Varden Reserve beside the Paremata Bridge 

10 August      Dine-Out  venue to be confirmed at the club meeting 

11 August      Book Lovers  4 Tombane Terrace Papakowhai 10.15am 

15 August     Mah Jong   Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

17 August      500 cards  Venue to be confirmed at the club meeting 

18 August      Outing  venue to be confirmed at the club meeting 

22 August      Cinema  Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am 

07  September    Probus Meeting  9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 
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