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Photo thanks to Graham Craig 

 
Meets 1st Wednesday of the month at 9:30 am 

Next Meeting Wednesday 2 July 2014 
Whitby Bowling Club 

 
 President:  Diana Paris 
 Vice-President:  Don Quirk     
 Secretary:   Rob McLagan 
 Treasurer:   Gaye McGill 

 
Committee Members 

Speakers:  Graham Kelly Caring and Welfare:  Len Currie                 
Club Duties:  Annette Craig Evacuation/Safety:  Ian Webster 
Newsletter:  Julie McLagan Past-President:  Peter Cox  

 
Apologies please to Rob McLagan phone 2379022 (robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz) 

 
Meeting June 2014 
 
“Good morning, welcome to Probus …”  

Thank you for the warm, smiling greeting, Judy! 
 
President Diana had us all chuckling once more with her opening 
stories. 
“What’s this daily charge for ‘fruit’?” The hotel guest asked the manager. 
“We didn’t eat any.” 
“But the fruit was placed in your room every day. It isn’t our fault you 
didn’t take advantage of it.” 
“I see,” said the man as he subtracted $150.00 from the bill 
“What are you doing”? spluttered the manager. 
“I’m subtracting 50 dollars a day for your kissing my wife.” 
“What? I didn’t kiss your wife.” 
“Ah,” replied the man, “but she was there.” 

And …Ooops! A racist joke?  Everyone seems to be in a hurry to scream ‘racism’ these days! 
 
A customer asked, “In what aisle could I find the Irish sausage?” 
The clerk asks, “Are you Irish?” 
The guy, clearly offended, says, “Yes I am. But let me ask you something. If I had asked for Italian 
sausage, would you ask me if I was Italian?  Or if I had asked for German Bratwurst, would you ask me if 
I was German?  Or if I asked for a kosher hot dog would you ask me if I was Jewish? 
Or if I had asked for a Taco, would you ask if I was Mexican?  Or if I asked for Polish sausage, would you 
ask if I was Polish?”   
The clerk says, “No, I probably wouldn’t.” 
The guy says, “Well then, because I asked for Irish sausage, why did you ask me if I’m Irish?” 
The clerk replied, “Because you’re in Bunnings.” 
 

mailto:robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
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General Notices 
 
New Members  
Roy Bowman introduced his wife, Shona, born in Eltham, raised on a dairy farm and proud to be 
a 'naki’ girl.   
Shona is the eldest of four with two younger brothers and a sister. She met  
Roy, fresh from the UK on a two year computer engineering contract.  He is still here 44 years 
later!  They have two children and two 
bonny grandchildren.   
Shona stayed at home looking after  
the children during their younger years, 
then started her own successful 
business as a Rawleigh saleswoman  
to the many stay-at-home wives. Times 
changed, more mums went to work. 
Shona became an Admin person for  
the primary teachers union NZEI until 
she retired recently after 22 years.  Roy 
tells me her interests include the 
grandchildren, meeting people, playing 
500 but mostly talking! 
Welcome Shona!  There are plenty of 
happy natterers among us! 
 
Membership  
Applications for membership of our happy, vibrant club are flowing in.  Prospective members are 
put on a waiting list. They are enjoying attending two meetings as our guests.   
 
The Birthday Draw 
What an impressive line-up of June babies.  Two with the same birthday!  Happy smiles and a 
bottle of good wine each.  Congratulations Irene Stobart and Graham Miller. 
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Club Speaker  
 
Anthea Levy kept us enthralled.  
“Most of my years have been spent living in Fiordland, 

so for 7 minutes I shall talk about some aspects of my 

life there.  I did however spend my school, university 

and teachers’ college years in Auckland. 

One’s parents are prone to give their offspring wise 

advice and my Father encouraged me to qualify as a 

teacher. His prophetic words were:  “No matter what 

happens in life, you can always go back to teaching.”   

I shall be referring to these wise words later! 

 

My association with Fiordland began in university 

student summer holidays, spent with other Auckland 

students in the National Park, either tramping or 

travelling on rivers, lakes or the ocean in kayaks.  

On the track to George Sound I saw my first wapiti stag in the wild.  

The legendary World War 2 army deserter, Joe Driscoll, with whom we shared a hut for a week 

at Lake McKerrow, taught me how to catch trout his way, with gelignite which he used for track 

clearance work. I must admit I have not used this skill since then. 

Our student group wanted to walk the Milford Track but were turned back by Tourist Hotel 

Corporation staff who had the monopoly of making money from Track trampers. As stroppy 

students, knowing that access to National Parks should be available to all, we subsequently 

approached the Ombudsman, Sir Guy Powles, who agreed with us, but suggested that as our 

Kayak Group was too small, we would have more success working under the banner of 

Federated Mountain Clubs. As the person who did all the initial typing, I know what a huge task 

this was. We were successful, and many of you in this room have probably walked the Milford 

Track as freedom walkers. 

In the 1960s, the then Lands and Survey Department decided to release land by Lake Manapouri 

for the building of tourist accommodation. This was in the early days of construction of the 

underground power station and the controversy over the possible raising of Lake Manapouri.  

My husband and I won the ballot and thus began several years of building, plus battles to obtain 

appropriate liquor licences. Here we met up again with the Tourist Hotel Corporation who had 

the monopoly on all licences at their hotel in Te Anau. The Manapouri venue became legendary 

for its Saturday night dine and dances – popular in the late 1960s -  with live bands, catering for 

the international work force on the power scheme.  

However, the power station was eventually completed, there was a decline in tourism and the 

business did not prosper. My husband went to Australia with a female tourist, leaving me with 2 

pre-schoolers, an old vehicle and the princely sum of $1000. There was no Matrimonial Property 

Act in those days. So remembering my Father’s words – it was back to teaching for me.  

I obtained a teaching job in Auckland where by chance I met someone I knew from Manapouri 

days. He had an electrical contracting business. We eventually married and both wanted to 

return to Manapouri, which we did. He bought a crayfishing boat. By now there were 2 more 

children. One day he failed to keep his scheduled check-in with marine radio. The wreck of our 

boat was spotted washed up on Secretary Island by Doubtful Sound, but neither he nor the crew 

were ever found. 
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So, you’ve guessed it – my Father’s words again.  

This time my teaching job was at Fiordland College, but now I had 4 children, 2 at high school, 1 

at primary and 1 at kindergarten.  For 22 years I worked at Fiordland College, during which time 

I re-trained through Massey University as a school counsellor. 

I had a number of community roles and in 1993 was appointed a Justice of the Peace. I was 

President of the Rotary Club of Fiordland when the Fiordland Probus Club was established. This 

Club now has 100 members. 

For 18 years I have been a marriage celebrant and this has involved officiating at many 

ceremonies in the World Heritage Fiordland National Park. Couples from all over the world travel 

to Fiordland, often inspired by “Lord of the Rings” scenery.  I have even officiated at a ceremony 

by Sir Peter Jackson’s favourite lake high above Doubtful Sound. Access to all these areas, often 

snow covered, has been by helicopter.  Getting on top of Mitre Peak in Milford Sound is always 

tricky as helicopters cannot land, but just hover with one skid on the rocks.  The helicopter will 

then return at a given time for re-boarding in like manner. One of my scariest moments was 

when it began to snow during the ceremony on Mitre Peak. There is absolutely no shelter there 

as you will know from pictures. Sometimes the helicopter pilot would be Richard Hayes, alias 

Hannibal, who in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list on Monday became a Knight Companion of 

the New Zealand Order of Merit.  

Sometimes couples would charter a boat on Milford or Doubtful Sounds and the whole wedding 

party would spend the night on board. Sometimes it would be an afternoon spent on a boat on 

Lake Manapouri or Te Anau, often landing on a remote small island for the actual ceremony. I 

did have to issue advance warnings of Fiordland sandflies on these occasions!  I always told the 

bride not to worry about perfume. It was insect repellent that she would be needing. 

Ceremonies held on the south coast by Foveaux Strait were always exciting, with one particularly 

memorable Celtic hand fasting wedding held in the company of various large seals who would 

not budge from their spot on the beach. I hoped they would not become too excited when the 

sword part of the ceremony came into play, but all was well and they remained in place for the 

duration of the proceedings. 

Now I am a Whitby resident, grandmother of 8, but still a marriage celebrant, so if any of you or 

your families need a celebrant, I have a proven record with organising weddings on land, in the 

bush, on mountain tops, or sea, river or lake. 

That briefly in 7 minutes is a snapshot of me!” 

Thank you Anthea! 
 
The Club Speaker list is now complete up to our October meeting.  Will you be on the 
programme later in the year?  Just give your name to Don Quirk who will then remind you as 
your meeting approaches.  There is no need to wait for a tap on the shoulder! 
 
July will bring us John Antliff.  August, Julia Spinks.  September, Mike Allen       
 

First Aid Course 

Your committee is still investigating a follow-up course for those interested.  Details at a later 

meeting.  This is knowledge we may well need to help our loved ones and friends.  We cannot 

afford to miss this opportunity. Even as a refresher course it will be invaluable. 



 Page 5 of 12 

 

Guest Speaker 
 

We settled back in happy anticipation to 

listen to our guest speaker, the Hon Winnie 

Laban QSO who gave us entertaining 

glimpses into her life story. After graduating 

from University she worked as a family 

therapist and community development 

worker, focusing particularly on the Pacific 

Island community in New Zealand.  Her 

commitment to social justice led her to enter 

political life.  She was first elected to 

Parliament in 1999 as a List MP.  “It really is a circus,”  she laughed. 

In the 2002 General Election, she successfully stood in the Mana Electorate following the 

retirement of Graham Kelly. She held the seat until she resigned in October 2010  

to take up the role of Assistant Vice Chancellor Pacific at Victoria University.  Under the 

Government led by Rt Hon Helen Clark, Winnie became Minister of Pacific Island Affairs, Minister 

of the Community and Voluntary Sector, Associate Minister of Social Development Economic 

Development.  

Winnie went public in 2008 about her battle with breast cancer in order to encourage other 

Pacific women to get regular check-ups.  She was awarded the Queens Service Order in 2011. 

“We are all products of our culture, faith and history.  Our commonalities are far greater than our 
differences.  New Zealand of the 20th century is colourful, homogenous, a small nation but a 
leader in social change.”   
 
Thank you Winnie. 

 
Coming Up 
In July we shall listen to the inspirational Duane Kale, paralympian, who will talk about his  
“Experiences as a Paralympian and Member of the International Paralympian Committee” 
 
August will bring us veteran broadcaster, Frank Torley, mastermind for so many years behind the 
much loved “Country Calendar” television programme still screening on Sunday evenings. 
   
Future Speakers 

Graham Kelly already has a formidable list of prospective speakers to entertain, inform and 

enthral.  But if you hear of a stimulating speaker, particularly a local, then please get the details 

and let Graham know.  By e-mail is the easiest method grahamkelly@xtra.co.nz    

2KSydney14 

We have had word that this annual Probus Rendezvous in Sydney scheduled for 18-22 August 

this year has been cancelled because of lack of support.   

Probus Directory 

If you are travelling around New Zealand or Australia and wish to make contact with other 

Probus Clubs, Secretary Rob holds a copy of the current Probus Directory 2013-2014.  This 

handy little book includes club names, meeting venues, times and days of month, contact phone 

numbers for presidents and secretaries.  Rob has the Directory available for perusal each Club 

meeting, so bring pen and note paper. Members can also e-mail him for the details of a club in a 

particular place. (robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz) 

mailto:grahamkelly@xtra.co.nz
mailto:robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
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Membership List 

You will receive a copy of the up-to-date membership list with this Newsletter. Please note that 

the information contained in the list is confidential for members only.  A number of Probus 

membership numbers are not included as these are still to be received from Probus South Pacific.  

If your number is not there and you require it for Probus Travel Insurance purposes, please 

contact Secretary Rob. 

Why not visit our Probus Club of Whitby website 

Our wonderful, so capable website guru, Graham Craig, advises that each month’s copy of the 

Probus magazine, Active Retirees, is now on our website along with our Newsletters.  The 

membership list will be there too, recently updated by Annette Craig.  Our sincere thanks to you 

both.  

Our Club Christmas Party 

The date is set, the venue booked.  Put a ring around 3 December in your diary.  We shall have 

a jolly time at the Mana Cruising Club.  Yummy Christmas dinner/lunch, party hats and crackers 

…  It’s a must! 

****************************** 

Why English Teachers Are Important  

The words are the same. Only the punctuation changes... 

 

Dear Thomas, 

I want a man who knows what love is all about. You are generous, kind, thoughtful. People who 

are not like you admit to being useless and inferior. You have ruined me for other men. I yearn 

for you. I have no feelings whatsoever when we're apart. I can be forever happy--will you let me 

be yours? 

Maria 

 

Dear Thomas, 

I want a man who knows what love is. All about you are generous, kind, thoughtful people, who 

are not like you. Admit to being useless and inferior. You have ruined me. For other men, I 

yearn. For you, I have no feelings whatsoever. When we're apart, I can be forever happy. Will 

you let me be? 

Yours 

Maria 

****************************** 

Activity Reports 

 

Your Committee welcomes further suggestions for new interest groups.  Are you interested in 

sharing your reading, playing bridge or walking with company?  What interests you? There may 

be other members who would love to join you.   

 

Genealogy 

“The Genealogy group met at the National Library on Tuesday, 3 June.   We were welcomed in 

the foyer by a genealogy staff member who gave us an introductory talk.  We were shown all the 

facilities available including a demonstration of how to access the database on the Library 

computers.  We were then given a written fact sheet on how to access the library material.  We 

were fortunate to join in with another group being shown the ropes.   



 Page 7 of 12 

 

The next meeting will be on July 1, 2.00pm, at Lenora’s home, 57 Staithes Drive North, Whitby 

to discuss the various methods of recording findings.  If you have interesting family heirlooms, 

please bring them along.  They will add to the interest of this meeting.  If any other Probus 

members are interested in joining us please phone Lenora, (04) 235 5252 or by e-mail 

lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz” 

Photography 

Convener, Graham Craig, furnished this report.  

“Five members attended the June meeting and as the  

weather was wet and windy we stayed indoors and  

discussed a number of issues members had, as well  

as possible topics to work towards for the Probus Photo 

Competition that closes in October.  We already have one 

photo selected.  The next meeting will be on the last 

Wednesday of July (30th) at 12 Exploration Way, Whitby at 

9.30am.” 

Outings 

Margaret and Bruce Carson write … 

“We had a wonderful outing!  There were a large number of 

members who came with us to the Waterloo Quay BNZ Building on June 19th. 

 

We were met by Barbara Allen, the Heritage Manager and her assistant Jessica Ward who gave 

us a descriptive background on the history of the Bank in NZ and how the present building fits 

into the philosophy of the Bank's direction.  This became very obvious in their presentations.  

Because of the numbers we were split into two groups, one looking through the myriad of 

artifacts in the museum while the other toured the premises observing the way the 1300 staff 

employed on the site went about their work.  Here was a purpose built complex which 

highlighted the eco desire of the architects to provide a healthy and friendly atmosphere for the 

work force.  We were all most impressed with what had been achieved and even with such a 

large number on each of the five floors how quiet the atmosphere was.  One of the Bank's aims 

was to be near a transport hub and we were told how nearly 90% of the staff travelled by public 

transport. 

The tour of the museum was no less impressive and using a prepared quiz we were led through 

a fascinating overview of the financial background to our country's history.  It is a museum well 

worth visiting.  Altogether a wonderful day out. 

mailto:lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz
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The next Outing will be a visit to the Meteorological Service in Salamanca Rd on July 17th. 

We are very fortunate to have been able to organise such a tour as we understand groups are 

not normally taken on visits such as ours.  This is essentially because one of our members, Faye 

Quale, gave us the contact which has resulted in this outing.  This will include a combination of a 

presentation with Q &A plus a tour of the Forecast room.  As we all spend much of our time 

talking about the weather, here is a great opportunity to see first-hand how it all comes 

together. 

More about the event at our next meeting. 

Dine-Out  
“Twenty-seven hardy souls set out in awful weather 
to the Tawa Roundabout for the monthly get together.  
Some came by car driving through wind and rain 
and a few brave souls travelled on the train. 
But once inside the warm and friendly pub 
We settled down and ordered our favourite grub.  
While waiting for the meals to come 
We had time to catch up with everyone 
An hour or so later, full and replete 
Our dine out lunch was over and complete 
So where to next month you may well ask 
Colin and Bev are working on that task 
So if you haven't been to the dine out group 
before 
please join us for fun, chat, and food galore.” 
 

  

   

     
                                                         

Any queries please contact Colin or Bev on 234 1090 or colin@cebus.co.nz  

Mah Jong  

“Our Mah Jong group met on the 16th June and we had 9 players and lots of laughs.  Great to 

see Denise back after her hip operation.  I will not name names but one group played at least a 

couple of games before they realised they were playing with two tiles short!  Fortunately they 

were all good players and perhaps they wanted an extra challenge.  It certainly provided 

amusement for the rest of us. 

We shall be having a Mah Jong session on 30th June (to replace the one we missed at Queen’s 

Birthday) and then get back to the 1st and 3rd Mondays in July (i.e. 7th and 21st of July) at 1.00 

p.m. at the Plimmerton Croquet Club.” 

If anyone else is keen to join this group, please phone Barb, on 234 8415.  You would be most 

welcome. 

                          

mailto:colin@cebus.co.nz
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500 Club 

“Cards this last week had 6 players as some people 

are still overseas.  This time I have been told to say 

that the men did not win!! Anyway don't forget all are 

welcome and it really is a lot of fun.” 

If anyone else is keen to join this group, please phone 

Allan, on 234 8415.  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

 

Golf 

“With the weather still being doubtful and the course 

fairly wet we had only 6 players but had a very good morning and played 18 holes again. 

Hopefully when Spring arrives the conditions will improve and we will have a bigger turnout.  

However still a lot of fun.  Next tee-off 14th July.  Please be there by 8.30 a.m.”  Allan Nichols 

phone 2348415 at nichols@xtra.co.nz  

Cinema   
“As always we enjoy the company at coffee and some of us at lunch afterwards. 
 The film choice for June was ‘The Trip to Italy’.  It earned a mixed reception.  

The cinema outing in July 28th will be to see ‘Million Dollar Arm’.  As always, all members are 

welcome to turn up at the Lighthouse Cinema in time for coffee/ chat and ticket purchase before 

the screening at 10.30 a.m. 

The choices for August are: ‘Begin Again’ , ‘Mrs Brown’s Boys D’Movie’ , ‘And so it Goes’ or ‘The 

Hundred Foot Journey’ 

If you have a preference for any of these perhaps you could e mail me (nichols@xtra.co.nz) as I 

will be booking early before we go away.  If you are interested to join us for the first time and 

would like any more information, please phone me, Barb, on 234 8415”  nichols@xtra.co.nz  

Quiz afternoon 

What fun!  Loads of enthusiastic feedback.  Such a good time in fact that there may well be 

another in October.  Grey matter rattled, brows furrowed, answers from left field, laughter 

aplenty.  Thank you to Graham and Anne Miller for 

making it happen.  Quiz masters supreme!   

Competition was serious but good-hearted among 

the Odd Bods, Fabulous Five, Winners, Firebirds, 

Angels and the jubilant winners, The Famous Five.  

 

 

Randomly selected teams made fellowship flourish.  Catch the attendance board when it is next 

passed around.  Make sure you put your name down as numbers are limited to around 40.  

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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Here is the photo of the winning team, John Antliff, John Bathurst, Graham Craig, Vivienne 

McIsaac   Allan Nichols contributed too but had scooted off before the photo was taken. 

 

****************************** 

Too good not to share … 

Fred and Charlie are sitting down by the stream, white baiting … 
having a quiet smoke and a Speights when suddenly, out of the blue 
Fred says, "Thinking about divorcing the wife – she hasn’t spoken to me in over 2 months." 
Charlie draws deep on his cigarette, takes a long, slow sip of beer, turns to look at his mate 
and says,  
"Better think it over ... women like that are hard to find."   
 

****************************** 
 

Anzac Biscuits   
“Here’s a fab recipe for the Probus newsletter.  This one is so nice I have deleted all other Anzac 
biscuit recipes from my computer,” says Annette Craig.  “This recipe comes from Wendy Morgan 
owner of Plentiful Deli, providing takeaway food and coffee. She says these Anzac biscuits are 
based on a Peter Gordon recipe, which she has tinkered with.”  
 
Ingredients:  

150g plain flour 
80g caster sugar  (Original recipe 140g) 
Pinch salt 
140g desiccated coconut 
140g rolled oats 
30g sesame seeds, toasted 
100g sunflower seeds or raisins  
120g butter 
100g golden syrup 
2 oranges, zest of 
1 tsp baking soda 
4 Tbspns very hot water 
 
Optional: Whittakers 72% Dark Ghana (for dipping in)  
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Method: 

Preheat oven to 175oC (Fan oven 165oC). 

Sift flour, sugar and salt into a bowl and stir in the coconut, rolled oats, sesame seeds and 
sunflower seeds / raisins. 

Place the butter, golden syrup and orange zest in a small pot and slowly heat until the 
butter has melted and it starts boiling. Mix the baking soda with the hot water, then mix it 
into the butter mixture. Stir butter mixture into the dry ingredients.                     

Using damp fingers, roll the mix into walnut-size balls, place on a baking tray lined with 
baking paper and flatten. 

Bake for about 10-12 minutes at 175oC (Fan oven 165oC), turning the tray halfway through. 
Leave on baking tray to cool for 5 minutes, then transfer to cooling rack. 
 
Optional – half dipped with chocolate: 

When cold, half dip in melted Whittaker’s chocolate, place on a greaseproof lined baking tray, 
then place in fridge to harden off the chocolate. 
Store biscuits in an airtight container.  
 

***************************** 
 

Club Duties - July Roster 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.     

 

Setting up and Meeting and Greeting   

Angus Langbein, Jeanette Menzies, Anne Bennison,  

Note: the first two persons listed for each month also act as the Meeters and Greeters after 

helping to set up (should be on the door by 9.05am and should tick off all those who have 

arrived before that time).  

The Meeters and Greeters also take a note of the birth dates for that month for the Birthday 

draw – Acting-Secretary Annette Craig will provide a calendar for the month. 

Morning Tea Duties (to assist the two co-ordinators at morning tea time) Barb Nichols and 

Lenora Jones 

Club Speaker John Antliff  

Introduce Guest Speaker  Peter Cox 

Thank Guest Speaker   Graham Craig 

 

********************************* 

 

Dates for our Diaries 

01 July    Genealogy Group National Library Foyer 2.00pm 

02 July    Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms.   

07 July    Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00pm 

09 July    Dine-out Details to be confirmed at the meeting on July 2 

14 July    Golf at Judgeford.  Arrive 8.30am for tee-off at 9.00am 

16 July    500 Club 7 Portage Place in Whitby, at 10.00am.   

17 July   Outing to the Meteorological Service 

21 July   Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00pm 

30 July   Photography Group 12 Exploration Way, Whitby at 9.30am.                                   

03 December  Christmas Party  Mana Cruising Club.  Details tbc 
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The Bravest Fire Fighters 

One dark night in a nearby industrial area a fire started inside a 

chemical plant and in a blink of an eye it exploded into massive 

flames. 

The alarm went out to all the fire stations for miles around.   

When the volunteer fire fighters appeared on the scene,  

the chemical company president rushed to the fireman in charge 

and said, "All our secret formulas are in the vault in the centre of 

the plant.  They must be saved.  I will give $50,000 to the fire 

station that brings them out intact!" 

But the roaring flames held the fire-fighters off.  

Soon more fire engines had to be called in as the situation became 

desperate.  As more firemen arrived, the president shouted out 

that the offer was now $100,000 to the fire crew who could bring 

out the company's secret files. But still the fire fighters could not get through. 

From the distance, a lone siren was heard as another fire truck came into sight.                                       

It was our local volunteer fire brigade, composed mainly of fighters over the age of 65.   

To everyone's amazement, that little run-down fire engine roared right past all the newer sleek 

engines that were parked outside the plant ... Without even slowing down it drove straight into 

the middle of the inferno.  

Outside, the other firemen watched as the old timers leapt off right in the middle of the fire and 

fought it back on all sides. It was a performance and effort never seen before.  Life and death 

struggle! 

Within a short time, they had extinguished the fire and had saved the secret formulas! 

The grateful chemical company president announced that for such a superhuman feat he was 

upping the reward to $200,000!  He walked over to personally thank each of the brave fire 

fighters.  TV One’s reporter caught the thank you on film and asked the fire chief,  

"What are you going to do with all that money?" 

"Well," said the singed and blackened 70 year-old fire chief, as he surveyed his team, sprawled 

exhausted on the ground.  "The first thing we going do is fix the brakes on that damn fire truck! 

 

                                     ****************************** 

 

 

 

Julie McLagan 

Editor 

jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz 

Phone 2379022 
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