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                                                                                                               photo thanks to Graham Craig 

Newsletter for March - April 2017 

Next Meeting Wednesday 5 April 2017 9.30am 
Whitby Bowling Club 

Apologies please to Secretary  Diana Paris Phone 234 7683 

Committee Members 
President  Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 Membership Diana Paris Ph 234 7683 
Past-President  Julie McLagan Ph 237 9022 Newsletter Rae Denize Ph 238 1038 

Vice-President  Anthea Levy Ph 234 6674 Outings June Campbell-Tong Ph 234 7918 
Secretary Diana Paris Ph 234 7683 Outings Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 
Treasurer Derek Oldershaw Ph 234 7733 Member John Antliff Ph 233 2215 

Caring/Welfare Norma Withers Ph 238 4222 Member Colin Edwards Ph 234 1090 
 

A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

 

March Meeting 

We were warmly welcomed by Bev Marsden and Pat Hobden  

 

The meeting opened with the 2017 Annual General Meeting the details of which will be recorded in the official 

minutes. Julie McLagan presented Derek McDonald with his badge of office. 

 

http://probus.angnz.com/
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Derek introduced those members of the new committee who were present at the meeting. 

 
 

Annual Subscriptions 
 

The 2017/2018 Annual Club Member Subscriptions were confirmed at $25 per person at the AGM  

Please can you assist our Treasurer Derek, by paying your subscription on or before our April monthly meeting 

on Wednesday, 5 April 2017. Thank you to those who have already paid. 

Subscription payment options: 

a. First Payment Preference: 

Use ‘Electronic Funds Transfer’ from your bank account to the Probus bank account and please state: 
your Name in the ‘Particulars’ column and the word Sub in the ‘Reference’ column.  

Probus ASB Bank Account details: 12 3254 0089053 00 

b. Second Preference:  

Cheque (made out to: The Probus Club of Whitby) – please give to Derek Oldershaw, Treasurer, at the 

April Club Meeting. 

c. Third Preference:   
Cash (place in an envelope with your name and address on) – please give to Derek Oldershaw, 

Treasurer, at the April Club Meeting. 

The Birthday Draw for March 

Our March arrivals… 

 

and the winner is… Pat McKinlay. 
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Guest Speakers 

Speaker organiser, Graham Kelly, has an interesting line-up ahead for us … Thank you Graham! 
5 April  Craig Nicholson, NZ Transport Agency – Transmission Gully  

3 May  Mary Fisher - Paralympian blind gold medal swimmer  
7 June  Mario Rodrigues, Ambassador of Cuba - Changes in the Cuban economy and with the US and 

their contribution to developing countries (another excellent speaker but still to be confirmed) 
5 July  Wendy Betteridge – will talk about Driving Behaviour 
2 August Dr Deborah Stevens. Her topic is Bioethics Education 

 

Club Profile Speaker  
 

There was no profile speaker in March as we had the Club AGM and the introduction of our new committee. 
April will bring us Lew Jillings.  
 

Club Activities   
Please note … If you are on our waiting list you are welcome to participate in any of our activities.  We would 

love to get to know you while you wait to join …   
 

Walking  
“The Probus Walking Group continues to flourish with 15 turning out on Tuesday 14 March even though the 
weather was unpleasant. Hopefully, we will be getting better days in the coming months. When this group was 
formed I remember over a two year period only 3 days that no one turned up for walking and that was because 
of adverse weather conditions and that shows the interest and enthusiasm of the members involved. Come and 
join us every Tuesday 9 am at Whitby Mall.” 
Enquiries to Don Ph 234 7700 
 

Book Lovers 

“We may be small in number but we make up for this with our enthusiasm for reading. On 9th March, 7 of us 
(including 2 new participants – welcome Patricia and Jacqui) met at Anne Miller’s house, enjoyed 
coffee and shortbread and shared some of our favourite books and authors. Among the many 
books discussed were “Capital” by John Lanchester, “Small Great Things” by Jodi Picoult, “The 
Winner” by David Baldacci, “The Good Life on Te Munu Road” by Deborah Collington and Jeffrey 
Archer’s series “The Clifton Chronicles”.” 
Anne Miller 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 13 April at 10.15 at Faye Quayle’s home at 5 Te Pari Road, Pukerua Bay 
New members and waiting list folk welcome. Ph Anne Miller 234 6399. 

 

Dine Out 

“29 people arrived at the Cambodian Restaurant Yeay’s House in Tawa for our monthly lunch in March. We 
were seated in a “U” shaped configuration which meant we were all effectively at one table. However there was 
a delay before orders were taken which was a pity because this in turn meant that there was quite a wait 
before everyone had a meal in front of them. But what may have been lacking in service was more than 
compensated for in the smiles and pleasant personalities of those waiting upon us, who, by the way, were 
delighted that most chose to try a Cambodian dish. 
Maybe not an unqualified success, but most departed feeling satisfied and glad they came.” 
Colin & Bev Ph 234 1090 

 

500 Cards 

“We had 9 players last month and enjoyed our game. 
In April we will meet at 7 Portage Place, Whitby at 10.00 am on Wednesday 19th.” 
Allan Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 
 

Photography 
“Four of us (Rob McLagan, Con Paris, John Bathhurst, and Dale Williamson) had a bit of a look at the progress 
on the Transmission Gully, mainly trying to see what is happening in the area below Endeavour Drive. We had a 
look up Bradey Road, and from the end of Pacific View, but could not see too much.  
After the rain started we headed off to Ground Up for a coffee.” 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjWoKnFi_XSAhVX6WMKHYBiBHUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cartoon-clipart.com/cartoon_clipart_images/clip_art_illustration_of_a_happy_little_girl_reading_a_number_book_0521-1101-1321-5244.html&psig=AFQjCNG_WdKw3qUOZCXRmn4Quj2oA6IEKA&ust=1490648950488196
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Three Men and a Goat (apologies to Jerome K Jerome!) survey the Transmission Gully progress 

 

 

Details of the next outing will be announced at the monthly Probus meeting on 5 April. 

 

Genealogy 
“Nine members (including three new members) of the Genealogy 

Group met on Tuesday 7th March at the Porirua Public Library. A 

range of interesting topics was covered including suggestions for 

future meetings of the Group – these included visits to the 

National Library and the Petone Settlers Museum. Roy Bowman 

gave a useful introduction to a family history programme and 

researched some individual members` ancestors. Dale Williamson 

provided a very helpful summary of some useful genealogy 

websites.”  

The next meeting of the group will be held at 1.30pm on Tuesday 
4th April at the Porirua Public Library. All members and those on the Waiting List are welcome to attend.  

Contact Lenora Jones (Ph 234 1595) or Rob McLagan (Ph 237 9022). 

 

Golf 
“The District Probus Golf Tournament was held at Boulcoutt Farm Course in March and Whitby Probus fielded 
two teams. We had a great day and managed to come 2nd (with the help of Graham Hull from Mana Probus ) 
and 3rd.” Note: Allan hasn’t said whether they were 2nd and 3rd out of 3 teams or maybe 20 teams! 
Allan Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

Cinema 
“Our March visit to the cinema was to see ‘A Street Cat Named Bob’ – 24 of us turned up and we all seemed to 
enjoy a very lovely story. Great to see 5 members of the waiting list join us. 
On April 24th we will see ‘Going in Style’ starring Morgan Freeman, Michael Caine and Alan Arkin and as always 
any members and also people on our waiting list are welcome to join us at the Lighthouse between 10 and 
10.30 for a chat/coffee and then to watch the movie at 10.30 
Barb Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
https://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/72/20/f5/7220f5cee028b002d844878920ced40e.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/rustico3059/family-tree-humor/&docid=dnoh6XugorePhM&tbnid=awUC5pZFq2pVzM:&vet=1&w=736&h=528&bih=777&biw=1388&q=family tree cartoon&ved=0ahUKEwjDwP7B-tHSAhWMxLwKHVWpAvg4ZBAzCAwoCjAK&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Mah Jong 
“We had good turn outs at the last two Mah Jong sessions and my thanks to Irene and Diana for setting up etc 
in my absence for one of these sessions. Our ‘after game cups of tea’ also give us time to have a good chat. 
Mah Jong in April will be held on the 3rd and the 24th (PLEASE NOTE THIS IS THE 4th MONDAY AS THE 3rd ONE 
FALLS ON EASTER MONDAY). 
As always we meet at the Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.30 pm and any new players are welcome.” 
Barb Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

 

Outings 

“A stunning day in Wellington saw 13 Probus members on the train and 
a short walk to the Supreme Court for one of the most interesting tours 
to be on. Unfortunately there were 7 who were unable to make it at the 
last moment. 
We had a superb tour guide Lyn, who told us about the structure of 
courts in New Zealand and how the Supreme Court was for hearings 
only, after all other avenues of going through District and High Court 
have not satisfied the legal eagles or an individual. We were very 
fortunate to witness a significant day in New Zealand history when for 
the first time 3 of the 5 High Court judges sitting were female  
Lyn also explained the history and building of the court and the 
complete remake of the old building which was beautifully restored. This is now only used for admitting new 
barristers to the bar and installing new court judges. The new court is unique for its interior architecture 
resembling a kauri pod. The public can stand outside and watch proceedings or enter and sit in the court. 
Today’s hearing involved $300 million and that was a figure I can’t get my head around.” 
June Campbell-Tong 
Outings co-organiser 

Guest Speaker 
Our guest speaker in March was Johnny Douglas, a long time friend of Graham Kelly. Graham introduced 

Johnny to us and between them they regaled us with their memories of  

“The Changing Face of 50 Plus Years of Radio in New Zealand” 

Here is a summary of John’s outstanding career in broadcasting kindly provided by Graham. 

“John was brought up in Petone.  
He had a very successful dance band from his early teens that played all 
around the Wellington region every week for over 40 years. 
Johnny started his broadcasting career in music programming with Radio New 
Zealand in Wellington, where he worked for 36 years. 
He became Manager on the new look National Radio in 1975 where he 
introduced Morning Report. 
From 1977, for the next 14 years he was Manager of the Commercial Network 
of Radio New Zealand, and was responsible for both Radio NZ networks. 
In 1977 he introduced Newstalk ZB.  
In 1991 the Government sold the Radio NZ commercial arm. 
From then John worked for other radio stations including some in Auckland and 
helped found the Kapiti Coast’s BEACH FM in 1998. 
He retired in 2003. 
During all this period he played piano in dance bands and as a solo artist, giving tens of thousands of New 
Zealanders great enjoyment. He can play every song ever written! 
John has two sons and two grandchildren who respectively live in Tauranga and Auckland. 
He has a keen interest in international and current affairs and politics. 
Another great love of his is sport, particularly cricket, which he and I go to when we can.” 
 

 

 

 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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Duty Roster for April Meeting 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  
Room Set Up   Doreen Fleming, Diana Paris, Please meet 8.45am. 

Meeters and Greeters Doreen Fleming, Diana Paris 9.05am. Mark the attendance roll, check for 
apologies, sort the counters for the birthday draw. 

Morning Tea Maria Miller and Gaye McGill - to assist the two co-ordinators set up and at 
morning tea time. 

Club Profile Speaker  Dr Lewis Jillings 

Guest Speaker  Craig Nicholson NZ Transport Agency - Transmission Gully 
Introduced by   Graham Kelly 
Thank Speaker  Anthea Levy 

 

Diary Dates April 2017 

Monday, 3 April  Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

Tuesday, 4 April  Walking Group Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 

Tuesday, 4 April  Genealogy Genealogy Section, Porirua Public Library 1.30pm 

Wednesday, 5 April  Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am 

Monday, 10 April  
Photography Brown's Bay 9.30am (to be confirmed at the April Probus 

meeting) 

Wednesday, 12 April  Dine-Out Waterloo Hotel (opposite Wellington Railway Station) 

Thursday, 13 April  Book Lovers 5 Te Pari Pari Road, Pukerua Bay 10.15am 

Monday, 17 April  Easter Monday - no Mah Jong 

Wednesday, 19 April  500 7 The Portage, Whitby 10.00am 

Thursday, 20 April  Outing 

Monday, 24 April  Cinema Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am movie 

Monday, 24 April  Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm (note changed date) 

Wednesday, 3 May  Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am 

 

And finally… 

 

 




