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Meeting May 2014

A warm welcome and fellowship aplenty …

President Diana had us all chuckling with her opening statement that a husband needs to
forget his mistakes.  It is no good two people remembering the same thing.

She then went on to recount the story of two job applicants with the same qualifications
who were required to take a test to determine who would get the job.  They both missed
one question so, at first, the results seemed inconclusive.  Closer analysis revealed the
successful applicant had written, “I do not know the answer to this question.’  The other
candidate had written, “I do not know either.”
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General Notices

Membership fees
Treasurer Gaye reports all membership fees are now paid.  The club is in sound financial
shape to take us through this financial year.

New Member
Don Quirk introduced Aureen Coshan who has arrived recently from Auckland. She will
move into her new Whitby Lakes apartment as soon as building is complete.   Aureen is a
keen Mah Jong player and will join our Mah Jong group. Welcome Aureen.  We hope you
enjoy your time with us after your 20 years as foundation member of the North Shore
Ladies’ Probus Club.

Membership is now at capacity of 130. We still welcome prospective members who will be
put on a waiting list. Of course they can attend two meetings as our guests.

Setting-up for Meetings Further help is needed to set up the facilities before and after
the meeting, so if you have not volunteered please give it some thought and give your name
to Annette Craig (annette@angnz.com) Many hands make quick, light work!

The Birthday Draw was won by Gill Barkus.  Congratulations!

Probus Information Meeting
Rob McLagan, Gaye McGill and Margaret Faulkner attended the annual Probus Information
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Day held at Paraparaumu on Tuesday 29th April. Gaye gave members a rundown on items
of interest and relevance to our club.
There were 45 clubs represented, with Whitby being the newest.
One of the main questions of the day was how clubs could benefit by joining the newly
established NZ Probus Centre.  Although lots of questions were asked, nothing concrete
came out of quite heated discussions.
Probus South Pacific were sure the handling of the organisation was in good hands, and
gave reasonable answers to some of the questions raised around this issue (mainly the tax
payable).  They are also sure they own the trademark “Probus”.

Russell Tether from the Steering Group maintained that they could run an organisation in
NZ much more cheaply than the Australian group. But when asked how many Probus clubs
had indicated joining the new group, he would not comment. We still do not know how a NZ
group would be beneficial to NZ Clubs.  It was generally agreed that people just want to get
on with the enjoyment of belonging to Probus, not getting involved in a political argument.

As we have been left with more questions than answers, Whitby Probus Club is still adopting
the “wait and see” attitude.

Club Speakers
The Club Speaker list is now complete up to our August meeting.  Will you be on the
programme later in the year? Just give your name to Don Quirk who will then remind you
as your meeting approaches.

This month Anthea Levy will share her story.  July will bring us John Antliff.

Instead of a Club speaker for May, Carol Lillico from St
John gave a very timely and informative session on how to
work a defibrillator.  Time is the essence when someone is
in trouble so this knowledge is vitally important.  We must
make sure the person is safe, call 111 for ambulance
assistance and to get the location of and code to open the
nearest defibrillator.  The machine knows what it is doing.  We
just need to apply it.  The defibrillator shocks the heart to get
to a rhythm.  It is reassuring to know that we cannot harm
the patient by applying the defibrillator.  It will not shock
people who have a heartbeat.
Your committee is investigating a follow-up course for those interested.  Details at the June
meeting.  This is knowledge we may well need to help our loved ones and friends.  We
cannot afford to miss this opportunity. Even as a refresher course it will be invaluable.

Morning Tea
We all enjoy our extended morning tea break and the variety of biscuits Shirleen hunts out
for us. Your editor very much enjoyed working as part of Shirleen’s well-oiled team last
month.  Thank you from us all for your ongoing good work!
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Guest Speaker
We settled back in happy anticipation to listen to our
guest speaker Judge John Walker. He did not
disappoint.
Courts need to be part of, be seen as relevant to, and
reflective of the community they serve.  Judges need to
be independent, but detachment is not a requirement of
being independent.  Judges John Walker and Jan Kelly
have chosen to engage with the community not only to
make it a better place to live but also to enable a line of
communication leading towards adopting a solution
focussed process.  They aim to deliver effective interventions for underlying causes of
offending.  For example, drug dependency – an expensive habit which demands daily
feeding.  No work means no income, so the addict turns to acquisitive crimes like shoplifting
and burglary to get items to sell to get drugs.  The court will not stop this offending.
Solution based decisions are needed to deal with the revolving door.
Porirua Court has an alcohol and drug clinician on-site each day to screen defendants before
they get to the dock.  Offenders and their families show a keen interest to get the cause to
be addressed.  It is a lonely walk and experience in the dock.  80% of offending is drug or
alcohol related.  Other underlying causes are mental illness, dyslexia and the long term
effects of foetal alcohol syndrome and sexual and physical abuse.  .
Judge Walker painted a very complex picture, very difficult to deal with.  His talk
nevertheless was inspiring and full of hope.  How blessed the miscreants of our city are
when they come before this wise, compassionate, avuncular judge and his team who have
a dream of setting them on the path to a better life.
In 2009, 143 young people appeared in Porirua Youth Court. Last year it had reduced to
only 43.

Future Speakers
June - the Hon Winnie Laban QSO “The Contribution of Pacific Island People in New
Zealand”
July - Duane Kale, paralympian - “Experiences as a Paralympian and Member of the
International Paralympian Committee”
August - Frank Torley, producer of our favourite “Country Calendar” long running tv series.
If you hear of a stimulating speaker, particularly a local, then please get the details and let
Graham know. By e-mail is the easiest method grahamkelly@xtra.co.nz

Quiz Competition
On Thursday 26th June, between 3.00pm and 5.00pm, it is proposed that experienced Quiz
Masters, Graham and Anne Miller, will run a quiz session for us all in the Whitby Bowling
Club Rooms. There will be several rounds, covering various categories (eg sport, films,
current events, history, TV, geography, music etc). Teams will be arranged randomly on the
day so it is an excellent opportunity to get to know some new people and have some fun.
Everyone can contribute to a team and you do not need to have a Ph.D. to be an effective
and valuable participant!
There will be a small charge to cover costs. Please indicate your interest at the Probus
Meeting on 4th June.  We look forward to seeing lots of members there.
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2KSydney14
An invitation is extended to all Probus club members to come together for the annual Probus
Rendezvous to be hosted in Sydney 18-22 August, 2014.  Contact PSP for a colour brochure
or download from the Probus website or register on line. www.probussouthpacific.org
All registrants go into the draw to win a beautiful piece of memorabilia – a framed print of
one of Australia’s greatest landmarks – The Complete Construction of the Sydney Harbour
Bridge from 1923 – 1932
Travel packages are available.  Contact New Zealand 0800443044 groups@tradetravel.com

*********************

Activity Reports

Cinema Group
”18 of our members watched “Sunshine on Leith” on the 4th Monday of May and I think
most people enjoyed the humour, music and story. A couple of our members (Scots of
course) offered to ‘translate’ for us and I think they enjoyed seeing familiar places in the
movie. (We did not require the translation but the Scottish accents were lovely to hear). It
was light entertainment on a sunny Monday morning and as always we enjoyed the
company at coffee and some of us at lunch afterwards.
Next month 23rd June we are to see ‘The Trip To Italy’ and as always any Probus members
are welcome to join the visit. We meet at The Lighthouse Cinema from 10.00 a.m. and
watch the movie at 10.30 a.m. The cost is $11. If you are interested to join us for the first
time and would like any more information, please phone me, Barb, on 234 8415.”

Genealogy

“The first meeting of the newly formed genealogy group was held at Porirua Library on 12
May. Eight people attended and several apologies were received.  We were given a talk by a
long time volunteer of the genealogy section who explained how we could get information
from computers, discs, books and many files - all free of charge. The group are at different
stages in tracing their ancestors which means less experienced researchers have friendly
help on hand.
We plan to visit the National Library genealogy section Tuesday,
3 June.   We shall meet in the foyer at 2.00pm.  A genealogy staff
member will give us an introductory talk.  Come prepared to use
the National Library computers. Tuesday is usually a quiet day at
the National Library. Using the train could be a good option. It
can be difficult to find a park near the Library whereas parking at
Mana Station is usually easy and the walk from Wellington Station
to the Library isn't far. If any other Probus members are
interested in joining us please phone me, Lenora, (04) 235 5252
or by e-mail lenkenjones@xtra.co.nz”
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Outings Bruce and Margaret Carson filed this report on the May outing …
“For the May outing a large number of members visited the Mary Potter Hospice in
Newtown where the Volunteer Services Manager and her colleague responsible for fund
raising presented us with an insight into the background and operation of the Hospice.
They told us how the Hospice provides palliative care, completely free, to patients who are
diagnosed as being terminally ill.  The first thing that struck us was that contrary to most
people's perception, it is not necessarily a place where people go to die, for more than three
quarters of the patients only spend a short time there.  After care provided by the medical
staff, they return home.
Mary Potter employs a staff of 100 of whom only a small number are engaged in the In
Patient Unit in Newtown where there are 18 beds, for much of the Hospice work is carried
out in the community from the south coast to Kapiti. It is a $10 million business which is
funded to 50% by the Government with the balance coming from donations, bequests,
income from the seven shops, the annual street appeal, the strawberry and ice cream day,
and from anywhere else that they can elicit support. Much of this comes from the
engagement of volunteers of whom there are currently 600. We were told that many of
these are now younger people who wish to make some contribution to society and there is
at present a waiting list of those wanting to take part in the training programme. The value
of these volunteers in dollar terms is calculated as being around $750,000 which is a very
substantial contribution.
At the conclusion of the presentation we were taken on a tour of many of the facilities in
what is a bright and cheery atmosphere.
Altogether it was a most enlightening and rewarding visit.”

"Our next outing will be to the Bank of New Zealand building on the Wellington
waterfront, on Thursday 19th June at 10.45am. Following the earthquakes last year the
near new bank building suffered major damage through burst water pipes.  It was closed for
several months. It is now operational again and we have arranged a visit that will include
the Bank Museum and an organised tour of the various floors and operations of the Bank.
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Being virtually opposite the Wellington Railway Station it will be easy for us to access by
train and afterwards there are several places in the area we can visit for lunch.
Further details at our Club Meeting.

You may email Bruce and Margaret to b.m.carson@xtra.co.nz to register your interest or fill
out an attendance board at our next meeting.

Dine-Out
”Another wet cold day for our outing so we were all pleased to be under cover from the
train to the Trax Cafe in the Wellington station complex.  Briar and Lee looked after us very
well going the “extra mile” to make it all easier for us.  She did not mind us re-arranging
and pushing small tables together so we could get to know each other better.
All meals, both from the menu and the counter display were able to be ordered from our
seats - not the norm for Trax.  We were all pleased with this service and the quality of the
meals.  Then to finish off the outing, Briar and Lee came round the tables and we were able
to pay by card without going to the counter to queue.  Excellent.
We did hear of one hilarious episode which happened before the majority of us arrived.
Three of our number (who shall remain anonymous to protect their youthful identity) saw
the reserved tables and got told that they were for elderly people and not for them!!!!
Quite a feather in their caps and very flattering.  Bev had discussed the age grouping the
day before and whether we were in a hurry (as so many business lunches are) and Briar
was relieved to know that we had until 2.45pm to get the train using our Gold Cards and
when Bev was asked the age grouping Briar was told 60-80ish which is obviously where
she got the idea we were “elderly”.
Next month we are going to “Fifteen” in Tawa.  Details will be announced at the next Probus
meeting.”
Any queries please contact Colin or Bev on 234 1090 or colin@cebus.co.nz

Mah Jong
“There have been good attendances at Mah Jong in May and the croquet club venue has
been very sunny and warm. The group enjoy their games and we have quite a few laughs
and chat.
In June the meetings will be on 16th and 30th June (there will be no meeting on June 2nd as
it is Queen’s Birthday) so look forward to seeing you then.
If anyone else is keen to join this group, please phone me, Barb, on 234 8415.  You would
be most welcome.”

500 Club
“We had 6 members at the cards game with a number of our regular players currently
overseas.The ladies with the help of an honourary male were the outstanding winners of the
day.  Anyhow we had a lot of fun and a gentle reminder that everyone is welcome, but not
120!  However we could certainly manage a few more tables. Next Cards will be at
7 Portage Place at 10.00 a.m. on 18th June. “
Allan phone 2348415 at nichols@xtra.co.nz
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Golf
“With the rather poor weather of current weeks we had only the regular Judgeford players
turn up. However the day turned out well and we actually played 18 holes. Hopefully we can
look forward to some better weather next month. Next golf will be at Judgeford Golf Course
on the 9th June. Please be there by 8.30 a.m.”
Allan Nichols phone 2348415 at nichols@xtra.co.nz

*********************

A cautionary tale indeed …
This incident happened recently in Texas, but could so easily
happen to us.

A woman went boating one Sunday, taking with her some cans of
coke. On Monday she was taken to the hospital and placed in the
Intensive Care Unit. She died on Wednesday. The autopsy
concluded she died of Leptospirosis. This was traced to the can of coke she drank from, not
using a glass. Tests showed that the can was infected by dried rat urine and hence the
disease Leptospirosis. Rat urine contains toxic and deadly substances.
It is highly recommended to thoroughly wash the upper part of drink cans before drinking
out of them. The cans are typically stocked in warehouses and transported straight to the
shops without being cleaned.
A study at NYCU showed that the tops of drink cans are more contaminated than public
toilets - full of germs and bacteria. So wash them very well before putting them to your lips
to avoid any kind of similar unpleasant accident.

**********************

Club Duties - June Roster
Please note:  If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a
substitute.

Setting up and Meeting and Greeting
Angus Langbein, Judy Forbes, Colin Edwards
Note: the first two persons listed for each month also act as the Meeters and Greeters after
helping to set up (should be on the door by 9.05am and should tick off all those who have
arrived before that time). The Meeters and Greeters also take a note of the birth dates for
that month for the Birthday draw – Secretary Rob provides a calendar for each month.

Club Speaker Anthea Levy

Morning Tea Duties (to assist the two co-ordinators) Bev Marsden and Valerie Hellberg
Please check the main hot water heater in the kitchen is turned on as soon as you arrive.

Thank Guest Speaker Dereck McDonald

*********************
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Dates for our Diaries
3 June Genealogy Group National Library Foyer 2.00pm
4 June Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms
9 June Golf at Judgeford. Arrive 8.30am for tee-off at 9.00am
14 June Dine-out Details to be confirmed at the meeting on 4 June
16 June Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00pm
19 June Outing visit to the BNZ at 10.45am
18 June 500 Club 7 Portage Place in Whitby, at 10.00am.
23 June Cinema Group meets 10.00am for coffee and chat before movie at 10.30am
26 June Quiz session 3.00pm – 5.00pm Whitby Bowling Club rooms
30 June Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club at 1.00pm

*********************

Thank you, once again, Graham Kelly, for finding this final word for us …

Julie McLagan Editor
jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
phone 237-9022


