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                                                                                                               photo thanks to Graham Craig 

Newsletter for May - June 2017 

Next Meeting Wednesday 7 June 2017 9.30am 
Whitby Bowling Club 

Apologies please to Secretary  Diana Paris Phone 234 7683 

Committee Members 
President  Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 Membership Diana Paris Ph 234 7683 
Past-President  Julie McLagan Ph 237 9022 Newsletter Rae Denize Ph 238 1038 

Vice-President  Anthea Levy Ph 021 144 6293 Outings June Campbell-Tong Ph 234 7918 
Secretary Diana Paris Ph 234 7683 Outings Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 
Treasurer Derek Oldershaw Ph 234 7733 Member John Antliff Ph 233 2215 

Caring/Welfare Norma Withers Ph 238 4222 Member Colin Edwards Ph 234 1090 
 

A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

 
May Meeting 
We were warmly welcomed by Jenny and Dale Williamson 

 

 

New Members 

We welcomed two new members to our club.  

 
From left to right, Lorraine Cummings who was introduced by Anthea Levy (who somehow managed to avoid 

being in this photo!) and Bill Gilbert introduced by Jan Gilbert, and Derek, our president, who presented 
Lorraine and Bill with their membership badges. 
 

http://probus.angnz.com/
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Farewell 

It is with sadness that we note the passing of Margaret Quirk and we send our deepest sympathy and kind 
thoughts to her husband, Don. 

 

The Birthday Draw for May 

Our May arrivals… 

 

and the winner is… Barbara Nichols. 

 

Guest Speakers 

Speaker organiser, Graham Kelly, has an interesting line-up ahead for us … Thank you Graham! 

7 June  Mario Rodrigues, Ambassador of Cuba - Changes in the Cuban economy and with the US and 
their contribution to developing countries 
5 July  Wendy Betteridge – will talk about “De-Merits of Driving” 

2 August Dr Deborah Stevens – her topic is Bioethics Education 
 

Club Speaker  
We need volunteers for our Club Speaker presentations at our monthly meetings.  
You may feel that your life isn’t sufficiently interesting. Well, you don’t have to give us 

your life story but you may have a pet subject that you’d be prepared to talk about 
for seven minutes or so.  
At our May meeting Peter Cox described a few memorable days at Outward Bound 

that had an immense impact on his life. Maybe you have had a life changing 
experience that you would be prepared to share with us. Maybe someone in your 
family has done something of which you are very proud.  

If you feel that you have something that would be of interest to the Club, please 
contact Diana Paris so that she can arrange a meeting date for you to give your 
presentation. 

 
Here is Peter’s contribution: 

https://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://www.portadownrugbyclub.co.uk/uploads/2/1/4/6/21465436/3968893.jpg?261&imgrefurl=https://www.keywordhut.com/eWJvciBuaWdodGxpZmUgY2x1YnM/&docid=2l43a-pHNyYxVM&tbnid=wDX-9lfXUSc5MM:&vet=10ahUKEwj8u96j3NTTAhWKjZQKHT_rCy8QMwgrKAMwAw..i&w=261&h=323&itg=1&bih=777&biw=1388&q=your club needs you poster template&ved=0ahUKEwj8u96j3NTTAhWKjZQKHT_rCy8QMwgrKAMwAw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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“My Outward Bound talk was delivered "off the cuff" without notes so I'll just reflect on the learnings from the 
experience. My two daughters suggested for my 50th birthday in 1994 that they "shout" me a place on a nine 
day adult course at Anakiwa. Yes that was a bit of a challenge for me and my goal was to ensure I still knew 
how to be a team player. I arrived there very fit from having been supervised by a personal trainer. Mary from 
Blackball was late arriving at the launch in Picton. She didn't appear to me to be able run non-stop for 20 
minutes... more on Mary later.  
My first challenge was a young man from Taranaki whose ability to use the "F" word as if it was normal speech 
didn't rest well with me and was totally at odds with my upbringing. It was very inappropriate in mixed 
company as our watch (group) was. He also broke, within 5hrs of our arrival, the vital rule of staying together, 
forcing us to swim the Anakiwa pier a second time as punishment. Mary struggled on the high ropes course but 
completed it, but what a long wait (another learning experience). On the tramp in the hills Mary could not keep 
up so we manhandled her up and the 'F' word man carried her pack. He was in fact very caring of everyone 
once he settled down and realised he needed to be part of the team for us to succeed. Mary was stressed on 
the kayak challenge. Tired and wet we had to traverse a waterfall (about 2m high). We had trained to escape if 
we rolled. I needed that training. Three attempts over the waterfall and three rolls. I couldn't do it without 
rolling until I went backwards and hey bingo - success!! How I don't know. Mary on her first attempt rolled. The 
team were stationed below the waterfall and we rolled Mary upright and moved her to the riverbank. Mary 
would not have survived as she was in the kayak back-to-front and could not get out. Outward Bound is not a 
physical challenge but a mental one. Mary had other qualities that we needed on the course. The review we 
had at the end of our nine days was eye opening. I had achieved my goal of fully participating and being a 
team member but thought I could have shown my leadership more for the benefit of the group.  
Would I do it again? Yes without hesitation... but only if Mary was there as well.” 
 

Time for a smile! 
Dave and Bob, two Government mechanical engineers, were standing at the base of a flagpole looking up. A 

woman walked by and asked what they were doing. 
‘We’re supposed to find the height of the flagpole and we don’t have a ladder’. 
The woman said ‘Hand me that wrench out of your toolbox’. She loosened a few bolts then laid the pole down. 

She took a tape measure from their toolbox, measured the pole, announced ‘Eighteen feet, six inches’ and 
walked away. 
Dave shook his head and laughed. 

‘Ain’t that just like a ‘Miss-know-it-all’ woman? We need the height and she gave us the length!!’ 
Bob and Dave are still working for the Government…  
 

Club Activities   
Please note … If you are on our waiting list you are welcome to participate in any of our activities.  We would 

love to get to know you while you wait to join …   
 
Walking  
“Probus walkers meet 9am at Whitby Mall every Tuesday. All welcome to participate and join in over a coffee 
and a chat after.  
Physical activity doesn't need to be complicated. Medical evidence shows walking helps you live a healthier life, 
maintain a healthy weight and prevents or manages various conditions, including heart disease, high blood 
pressure and type 2 diabetes” 
 
Enquiries to Don Quirk Ph 234 7700 

 

Winter Wines   
Sunday 11 June  4.00pm to 6.00pm. 
Host to provide crackers, guests supply the wine and cheese. Host will be 
notified on the Saturday and guests on the Sunday morning letting them know 

where to gather. 
A sheet will be available at the next meeting for those who wish to join the 
group. 

Gaye McGill on gayemcgill@gmail.com phone 238 9904  
 
Book Lovers 
“We are not a high brow literary group pondering on the merits of the author’s choice of words nor are we a 
Book Club reading and discussing one book a month. 
Rather we are people who just love reading and we meet to share either books or authors with like-minded 
people.  

mailto:gayemcgill@gmail.com
https://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=https://rlv.zcache.com/wine_cheese_party_invite-r82cb4d26666c460da85c4cd3f12574d2_6gduf_630.jpg?rlvnet%3D1%26view_padding%3D[285,0,285,0]&imgrefurl=https://www.zazzle.com/wine_cheese_party_invite-161569949540016564&docid=IWzh7dnzXlNGIM&tbnid=ckdMCj54hpyHqM:&vet=10ahUKEwitsP2i_vrTAhVHLpQKHUMfC0Y4ZBAzCB0oGjAa..i&w=1200&h=630&bih=777&biw=1388&q=wine and cheese cartoons&ved=0ahUKEwitsP2i_vrTAhVHLpQKHUMfC0Y4ZBAzCB0oGjAa&iact=mrc&uact=8
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At our most recent meeting, attendees recommended Nicky Pellegrino, Bryce Courtenay, Robert Galbraith (aka 
J K Rowling), Jilly Cooper and Isla Dewar as writers worth pursuing.  

 

If you think this sounds like something you would enjoy, why don’t you join us at our next meeting?” 
Details and availability of most of the books mentioned here can be found on 
www.bookish.co.nz 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 8 June at 10.15 at Gaye McGill’s home at 53 Spinnaker Drive in Whitby 
New members and waiting list folk welcome. Ph Anne Miller 234 6399. 
 

Dine Out 

“I am so pleased everyone enjoyed Tuk Tuk on our dine out. The food was delicious, and the wait for the 
number of people was reasonable. The host was lovely. 

I hope we can continue in this vein for the rest of the year. 
Our next venue is the Gear Homestead, Okowai Road, Aotea. 12pm 14th of June. 
I don't think our choice will be as large, but there is cabinet food and a lunch menu. It 
is such a beautiful venue, we have to give them a try. 
There is only car access. so if anyone needs a ride please let me know. 
Fingers crossed for another successful Dine Out.” 
Contact Doreen Fleming Ph 233 2243 

 

500 Cards 

“We had a good attendance of 9 people at cards this month and again had a lot of fun with some really good 
hands.”  
The next 500 meeting will be on Wednesday 21st June at Colin and Bev’s at 66 Spyglass Lane in Whitby. 
Allan Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 
 

Photography 
Probus Photography Meeting held on 8 May. 
“Five members met at home at Exploration Way and discussed a number of technical and operating issues 
members had with their cameras. We then spent some time going over a document John had produced on 
Rules of Photography Composition. This was very informative and just what we needed. 

 
The next meeting will be on 12 June at a location to be advised.” 
Contact Graham Craig Ph 234 7558 

 

Genealogy 
“The Genealogy Group’s May meeting was a visit to the National Library in Wellington. Our very informative 
guide provided an interesting and comprehensive overview of the Library’s extensive genealogy resources. She 
assured us that Library staff are always available to assist members of the public interested in researching their 
family history.” 
The June meeting of the Group will be held at 1.30pm on Tuesday 6th June at the Porirua Public Library. 

Contact Lenora Jones (Ph 234 1595) or Rob McLagan (Ph 237 9022). 

http://www.bookish.co.nz/
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
https://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=https://image.shutterstock.com/z/stock-vector-indian-motor-rickshaw-car-indian-tuk-tuk-vector-illustration-445426048.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.shutterstock.com/image-vector/indian-motor-rickshaw-car-tuk-vector-445426048&docid=4zUgUaO3A_RiJM&tbnid=DEZHXOl_OwaYYM:&vet=10ahUKEwjqqobi9frTAhWBN5QKHSJBBSEQMwiHAShfMF8..i&w=1500&h=1600&bih=777&biw=1388&q=tuk tuk cartoons&ved=0ahUKEwjqqobi9frTAhWBN5QKHSJBBSEQMwiHAShfMF8&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Cinema 
“There was a good turn to the cinema visit in May (29 of us including 3 waiting list members), when we saw 
“Viceroy’s House’. Everyone seemed to think it was a very good film and certainly opened our eyes to the sad 
events surrounding the transition of power from the English to the Indians in 1947.” 
Next month we will see ‘Churchill’ and certainly the trailer seemed to suggest it will also be well worth watching. 
Hopefully two ‘historical films on consecutive months will not be too overpowering. The film will be screened at 

10.30 (meet from 10.00 am onwards for coffee/chat on Monday 19th June.” 
Barb Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 
 

Mah Jong 
 “There have been 3 Mah Jong sessions in May to compensate for the one 
we will miss in June (because of Queen’s birthday) 
All have been well attended but we are sorry that during this month 
Aureen has become unwell and can no longer join our group. We will all 
miss her as she is such a character.” 
Mah Jong in June will be on the 19th and as I shall be away, I am sure you 
will all be a few minutes early to assist Irene with the set up. Game will be 

at the Croquet Club at 1.30 p.m. 
Barb Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

Outings 

“The Probus Outings group 
ignored the bad weather last 
Thursday and went to The 
Dowse Art Museum in Lower 
Hutt. 

We visited a number of short term exhibitions such as an exhibition 
for the whole family by Vita Cochran called “Once” from the Dowse 
collection, ‘Dark Objects’’ curated by Faith Wilson, a series of new 
work “ Living History” bringing together ceramic decorations from 
Wellington artist Richard Stratton and a new work by Emma Fitts’ 
named “From Pressure to Vibration” which presented a selection of 
textiles from the The Dowse collection. We also saw several other 
displays.” 
The next Probus outing will be a visit to the Film Archives in 
Wellington. 

Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 
 

Guest Speaker 
Our guest speaker at the May meeting was Mary Fisher. 
 
Mary Fisher MNZM is a New Zealand para swimmer. She represented NZ at the 2012 Summer Paralympics in 

London and at the 2016 event in Rio. In London she won one gold medal (200m individual medley in World 
Record time), two silvers and one bronze while in Rio she won gold for 100m 
backstroke in World Record time. 

In addition she won five gold medals and a silver at the 2013 IPC Swimming World 
Championships in Montreal in 2013 and in 2015 in Glasgow at the same event she 
won three golds and two silvers which qualified her for the 2016 Paralympics in Rio 

in 2016. 
Mary was born with a congenital eye condition and when she was young she had 

about 10% normal vision but this deteriorated until as a teenager she could only 
differentiate between light and dark. She wears blacked out goggles when racing 
because her events are for totally blind athletes. She also needs a tapper who holds 

a stick with a polystyrene ball on the end and who stands at the edge of the pool and taps her when she is 
about two metres from the wall so that she knows when to turn. 
Mary was born in Lower Hutt and grew up in Upper Hutt. She trained in Upper Hutt until she finished High 

School and then she decided to try for the London Paralympics and started training at Kilbirnie pool. The lead 
up to London was very tough – two hours swimming every morning five days a week followed by a two hour 
gym session in the afternoons Monday to Friday, and a further five two hour swimming sessions weekly. Before 

being accepted for London, she entered a pre-qualifying competition in Cincinnati and had an agonising wait to 
find out if she had been successful. Yes, she was in the team for London! 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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Her dream became reality when she entered the athletes’ village and the reality was daunting! She was 
surrounded by experts in everything from nutrition to physiotherapy, the food halls catered for all tastes with a 
special emphasis on McDonalds once the competition was over!  

Her first race was on the second day of competition with heats in the 
morning where she came 5th. The finals were in the evening where she 

gained a Silver with a personal best time. And then, the 200 metre 
Individual Medley where she took out gold in World Record time! She 
described how she had a medal chaperone and a doping control officer in 

attendance. 
After this she had to decide whether to try for Rio. Her coach had moved 
to Sweden which complicated things a little! She decided to go ahead and moved to Auckland to continue her 

preparation. She attended an excellent sports facility there and met lots of New Zealand’s top athletes, Valerie 
Adams for example. 
She entered a qualifying competition in Auckland and set a world record for butterfly but this is not included in 

the programme for Rio. Mary has very high expectations for herself and fortunately has had access to experts 
who will help her achieve her goals. She decided to concentrate on 100 metres backstroke and most of her 
training was focussed on this. 

In Rio, she qualified top in the heats thus giving her the coveted lane 4 for the finals. Her coach urged her to 
“enjoy the moment” and then, there she was, a Gold Medal winner and a World Record holder. She brought 
along her Gold Medal and explained how the three medals, gold, silver and bronze all have a different noise 

when you shake them.  
She explained that for her, despite impairments we should all be treated as equal members of society. 
In February this year, Mary competed in Rotorua’s Tarawera Ultramarathon. With the help of three running 

guides she completed the 87 Km course. As if that wasn’t a big enough challenge, from 4 to 8 May Mary will 
cycle 250 Km from Kumara Junction on the west coast of the South Island to Christchurch. She will ride a 

tandem cycle which is steered by a sighted rider. The ride is to raise funds for the Laura Fergusson Trust 
(Wellington) which has helped Mary and many other people to make the most of their abilities. 
Mary, you are a truly incredible and inspirational young woman. It was a privilege to share in your journey. 

 

Duty Roster for June Meeting 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  

Room Set Up   Anne Miller and Peter Lillico, Please meet 8.45am. 
Meeters and Greeters Anne Miller and Peter Lillico 9.05am. Mark the attendance roll, check for 

apologies, sort the counters for the birthday draw. 

Morning Tea Jill Merrick and Anne Bennison - to assist the two co-ordinators set up and at 
morning tea time. 

Club Speaker   Derek Oldershaw 

Guest Speaker  Mario Rodrigues 
Introduced by   Graham Kelly 

Thank Speaker  Angus Langbein 

 

Diary Dates June 2017 

Monday, 5 June  Queen’s Birthday – no Mah Jong 

Tuesday, 6 June  Walking Group Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 

Tuesday, 6 June  Genealogy Genealogy section Porirua Public Library 1.30pm 

Wednesday, 7 June  Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am 

Sunday 11 June Wine and Cheese 4 to 6pm 

Monday, 12 June  Photography tba 

Wednesday, 14 June  Dine-Out Gear Homestead, Okowai Road, Aotea 12 noon 

Thursday, 15 June  Book Lovers 53 Spinnaker Drive, Whitby 

Monday, 19 June  Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

Wednesday, 21 June  500 7 The Portage Whitby 10.00am 

Thursday, 15 June  Outing Film Archives, Wellington 

Monday, 26 June  Cinema Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am movie 

Wednesday, 5 July  Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am 
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A Tall Tale from our President 
This may be of interest to some of you. A friend of mine has two Corporate Box tickets for the final Lions Test 
at Eden Park on 8 July. He paid $750 each for them but he didn’t realise when he bought them last year that it 

was going to be the same day as his wedding. 
If you are interested, he is looking for someone to take his place. 

It’s at the Registry Office, Princes Street, Dunedin at 4:30 pm. The bride’s name is Nicole. She’s 5’8”, about 9 
stones, quite pretty, has her own income and is a really good cook. Unfortunately I have no details on the 
mother-in-law. All queries (in confidence) to Derek McDonald. 

 

And finally… 

We Pensioners cannot afford to stay in expensive hotels any more... we are now forced to go camping! 

Thank you Graham Kelly! 

 

 

 


