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Next Meeting – Christmas Lunch - 7 December 11.30am 

The Mana Cruising Club, Ngatitoa Domain, Paremata 
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A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

                                                       

November Meeting            Happy Birthday to us! 
 

Balloons and streamers and a warm smiley greeting from Lyndsay Kelly and Mary Temperton.   

And there was something good afoot! 
 

                                                                         
 
Thanks to John Antliff for this Christmas snippet … 
 
The Elbow 
A little old grandmother is giving directions to her grown up grandson who 
is coming to visit at Christmas.   
"You come to the front door of the apartments.  I am in apartment 301.  
There is a big panel at the front door. With your elbow, push button 301.   
I will buzz you in. Come inside and the elevator is on the right.  
Get in, and with your elbow, push 3rd Floor. When you get out, I'm on the left. 
With your elbow, hit my doorbell. OK?" 
"Grandma, that sounds easy, but, why am I hitting all these buttons 
with my elbow?  
"What !  You're coming empty handed?" 
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The Birthday Draw                 

 

             

Hope you all had happy birthdays.  Congratulations Anthea Levy - our wine winner this month! 

 

                                        …   

 

Club Profile Speaker    

Fellow foundation member Allan Nicholls spoke to us of the origins of our club. 

“Good morning and a warm welcome to everyone.  It seems unbelievable that we have been operating for 5 

years.  Our official foundation meeting was held on Tuesday 2nd December 2011, exactly 5 years ago today. 

The formation of a Probus Club takes several months to complete and in fact the gestation period for our Club 

was about 9 months which is probably reasonable for the birth of any reasonably sized operation. Probus Clubs 

are sponsored by their local Rotary Club.  The President of Plimmerton Rotary at the time, Phillip Reidy, was 

very enthusiastic and seed funding was approved.   Unfortunately Phil is unable to be along here today for us to 

thank him for his support in proposing the Club.  At the official opening day we had a number of dignitaries 

present including the Mayor , the Probus Director on the PSP Board, Murray Jensen, and the Rotary President of 

the time , Nick Walmsley.  It is also good to have Nick with us this morning. 

You know the formation of the Club involves quite a lot of work and we had a small team of Julie McLagan, Bob 

Austin, Peter Cox and my “Team Leader, Barb Nichols, who set up all the membership data information and 

provided the necessary structures to succeed.   What a whizz she is! 

One of the proposals that I put to the Rotary Board was that we would possibly have a starting membership of 

50 people growing to between 80 and 90 people within the first year.  It is amazing just how wrong you can be. 

At our first Committee meeting in December 2011 we had membership of  109 people and a bank balance of 

$4000, a lot of which was needed for our development phase.  You have only got to look at our current 

situation to realise just how successful the Club has been. 

I do believe that the major reason for the success has been the willingness of all our members to participate in 

the everyday running of the Club and the quality and commitment of everyone from the President, Secretary, 

Treasurer, and the organisers of all the activities of the Club which have ensured our success.  The quality of 

our speakers has been excellent thanks to the efforts of Tim Sheppard and Graham Kelly. 

We are very sorry that our first President Len Currie is not with us today and we all wish him all the best in his 

recovery. 

One of the big changes in Probus over our life has been the change in the allegiance of some Probus Clubs from 



PSP and a move to a New Zealand structure. One of the disappointing points is that about one third of the New 

Zealand Probus Clubs joined with the New Zealand structure which I believe has failed.  It has now split into 

two organisations and has had 5 different Chair people in 18 months.  I am positive that we as a club did the 

right thing in staying with PSP and certainly appreciate the work that Rob McLagan did in providing a very 

strong case for our position. As a point of interest, Monday of this week was the last day that any of the Clubs 

that moved could legally call themselves a Probus Club.  It will be interesting to see what happens from now 

on.  I know changes are in the wind.  This week I have been appointed as the Probus Chairman for our Rotary 

District.  Next March we are having a Probus Information Day and the Chief Executive of PSP will be visiting 

New Zealand.  I have already spoken to her and she is very positive about the way forward. 

So here we are a very successful Club looking forward to our 10th Anniversary.” 

                  
 

                                   

We lined up our Presidents to date each ready to blow out a candle representing their year in office.        

         

                                   
 
Alas, as our inaugural President Len Currie was not able to be present due to ill health, we left his candle 

burning till last.  Our thoughts were with Len and his lovely wife Jocelyn as President-Elect, Derek McDonald,  

did the puffing on Len’s behalf. 

http://all-free-download.com/free-vector/download/best-happy-birthday-design-elements-vector-set_524006.html


 

                                        

We invited Allan and Barb Nichols to cut our glorious birthday cake, generously donated by Mark Roche, owner 
of New World, Whitby.   There were actually two cakes to ensure there was an ample slice (or two) for 

everyone present.  The remainder was enjoyed by residents at Whitby Home.  We loved the light chocolate 
sponges filled with raspberries and cream and smiled at each other’s blue tinged lips and tongues – a reminder 

of childhood days!  Thank you so much Mark! 
We sang Happy Birthday to ourselves and enjoyed a very special morning tea. 

                      
 

Next week we shall enjoy our Christmas lunch meeting with Graham Kelly on the keyboard 
February   Irene Stobert will talk to us …  

 
Guest Speaker    

Denise Carnihan describes herself as a typical Kiwi Mum - who just happened 
to build a school in Kenya through an amazing sequence of events!  She is living 

proof that ideas born on a whim, can rapidly become reality. Little did she know 

that her son’s school project on ‘family origins’ would lead to travel to Africa to 
visit her newly discovered family and a completely different life journey, 

culminating in building a fully functioning school in a poor region of Nairobi, 
Kenya in 2011. 

Inspired by her initial adventure, Denise decided to do a volunteer stint at an 

orphanage in Kenya and after witnessing the poverty and squalor first hand, she 
understood the enormous importance placed on education in this developing 

country. 
“Wouldn’t it be cool if we could build a little school in a big slum for say 50 kids,” 

was the random comment she made to her husband, Chris, when they both 
returned to Kenya the following year.   Incredibly, this became the reality.  As Denise told us, “We literally 



“stumbled” head first into building and establishing our very own primary school - in a large slum, opening with 
not 50 children as planned … but 117.   Within 18 months the roll had grown to 380+ children and 12 staff.”   
Denise has documented her inspirational journey in her recently published book "I Share My Heart with 
Africa"  She describes the joys, the immense satisfaction and the overwhelming drive needed to persevere, 

together with the enormous challenges, battles, and frustrations in establishing a project in a slum of Kenya, 

where communication and culture operate in extremes. There is nothing ordinary about this lovely lady! 
 

February will bring us Maureen Zaya to talk about refugees in New Zealand. 

 
Christmas Lunch – our December Meeting!                                                  

Mana Cruising Club Wednesday 7 December.   

Cash bar will open at 11.30am, lunch at 12.30pm.   

Come along early and enjoy extra time for fellowship. 

 

Management Committee Members for 2017-2018 

A reminder to give serious consideration to standing or nominating someone to stand for the Management 

Committee of our Club for 2017/2018.  All positions are up for election.  Secretary Annette has nomination 

forms available now.  A short Management Committee Meeting each month and duties shared.  Not onerous at 

all!  Totally enjoyable … Probus Club Committee nominations need to be in the hands of the Secretary by 

Wednesday, 15 February 2017 - 2 weeks prior to the AGM.  

  

 

 

Club Activities   

Please note … If you are on our waiting list you are welcome to participate in any of our activities.  We would 

love to get to know you while you wait to join …  What a special New Year resolution that will be! 

Mah Jong 

“We have had two well attended games in December and as well as enjoying the games, we are also enjoying 

our ‘after match’ cuppa, chat and biscuits.  We will be having our first game for the month on 5th December 

and this will be preceded by a lunch at the Sandbar in Mana at 11.30am.  I will be sending out menus so we 

can pre order for this.  We will discuss whether to hold another session on the 19th December or any in 

January when we next meet. 

I feel this year has been a successful one for Mah Jong and thank Irene and Diana for their organisation over 

the months when I have been overseas.”  Barb Nichols phone 2348415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

Cinema 

“We had 19 people visiting the Lighthouse to see ‘Light between the Oceans’ this month and I think many 

people had their hankies out whilst others thought the movie was a bit ‘slow’. It certainly did not have the 

excessive bad  language and violence we had experienced in October! 

The consensus was that we meet again in December but it will be on 19th December and the movie will be 

‘The United Kingdom”.  Perhaps I could have some feedback from members as to whether they would like a 

Movie Monday organising for January – either 16th or 23rd. I know some members do like to meet up during 

our long Probus break.  Meet 10.00am for coffee and chat.  Movie starts at 10.30am.  Waiting list folk 

welcome.”  Barb Nichols phone 2348415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 
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500 cards 

Cards this month was a bit short of numbers due to the terrible weather and road closures, however we had 6 

people and a great time.  The final game for the year will be our Christmas lunch on Wednesday 21st 

December.  Allan Nichols  phone 2348415  nichols@xtra.co.nz  

 

Genealogy 

Although we are not meeting formally till March, members continue to delve 

into the past, often using new skills and pathways learned at meetings during 

the year.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th March.     

Rob McLagan  Ph 22379022  robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz 

 

Book Lovers   

In December we met at Faye Quayle’s home in Pukerua Bay. Once again the 

weather wasn’t kind to us, more like an English (or Scottish) November day 

than a NZ one. We talked about the various books we have been reading and 

thought you might like to share a few of our favourites.  

Our top pick this month was “All the Light We Cannot See” by Anthony Doerr. This work won the Pulitzer Prize 

for Fiction in 2015. 

Other choices are “Under Italian skies” by Nicky Pellegrino, “The Light Between the Oceans” by M L Stedman 

and “Convent Girls” by Jane Tolerton. This is a collection of short essays by NZ women including Maggie Barry, 

Fran Wilde, Pam Corkery and Marian Hobbs, who share their experiences of their time in convent 

schools.Moving on from Robert Burns to R L Stevenson and “Treasure Island”, I gave a fairly average 

impersonation of Long John Silver – the strap on my wooden leg snapped so I had to limp along without it, 

Jim Lad ran off with my crutches and the neighbour’s teenage daughter, and the parrot flew away when I 

opened the front door! However Julie gallantly came to my assistance and we successfully negotiated the 

steps up to Faye’s front door. 

We shall be meeting again on February 9 at 10.15am at my home, 4 Tombane Terrace, Papakowhai 

Rae Denize billandrae@xtra.co.nz  Phone 2381038 

Outings 

Well, as Colin Edwards wrote, “We were shaken, stirred, blown around and almost drowned.”  No outing was 

possible at the predetermined time.  Derek McDonald is now organising the postponed outing to Southwards 

Museum at Paraparaumu for Thursday 16 February.  Exact timing tbc.  There is an admission fee that is 

reduced if there are more than 10 visitors.”  All details from Derek 2346033 djmcd@xtra.co.nz 

 

Dine-Out 

“Wednesday 9 November saw two dozen members at Peppermill in Porirua for our last dine-out for the year.  

We were seated at two long tables at the back of the restaurant which worked out really well.  Any concerns 

about delays between ordering and serving were allayed as a variety of well presented dishes started 

appearing from the kitchen remarkably quickly.  The quality of the food was excellent and enjoyed by all.  

Definitely worth another visit next year.”   Colin and Bev phone 2341090  colin@cebus.co.nz  
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Photography  

“Dale and I braved a cool windy overcast morning to visit 

Pukerua Bay Beach for the monthly field trip.   

It was the morning of the earthquake which meant some 

members were otherwise occupied, but we decided the 

chance of a tsunami on the west coast was pretty 

minimal.  A few interesting objects to photograph  

and a lot of logs etc washed up on the beach  We 

completed the morning with the usual discussion over 

coffee! Next meeting December 12 at 9.30am.  Venue 

will be advised via email.”  Graham Craig phone 2347558  

                             

Walking 

“Our walking group still enjoying their weekly walks even though weather has not been the best lately 

although on Tuesday 29 November we had a record turnout of walkers, 20 in all.  We split ourselves 

into 5 groups ranging from easy flat routes to the hilly more strenuous walks.  Of course we finished  

with a coffee and a chat.   We invite those interested persons on the Probus waiting list to come join us also. 

As a person commented to me recently “it is not only a walking group but also a support group”.  

How nice is that? 

There is also a Sunday walking group that leaves same time same place. This group walks one week locally 

and the following week we car pool to different locations. Roll on Summer.” Don Quirk phone 2347700  

Dates for our Diaries 

5 December     Mah Jong 11.30am  The Sandbar for lunch 

6 December     Walking Group Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am 
7 December     Christmas Lunch Mana Cruising Club 

12 December   Photography 9.30am venue tba 

19 December   Movie  Lighthouse Pauatahanui  “A United Kingdom”  10.00am  
19 December   Mah Jong (tbc) 

21 December   500  Cards 7 The Portage Whitby 10.00am 
01 February     Probus Club Meeting                                                                 

 

Happy holidays and Christmas to you …                                     
 

 

 

 
 

 
 


