
1 
 

 

                                                                                                               photo thanks to Graham Craig 

Newsletter for November - December 2017 

Next Meeting Wednesday 6 December 2017  
The Pines – end of year lunch 

Apologies please to Secretary  Diana Paris Phone 234 7683 

Committee Members 
President  Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 Membership Diana Paris Ph 234 7683 
Past-President  Julie McLagan Ph 237 9022 Newsletter Rae Denize Ph 238 1038 

Vice-President  Anthea Levy Ph 021 144 6293 Outings June Campbell-Tong Ph 234 7918 
Secretary Diana Paris Ph 234 7683 Outings Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 
Treasurer Derek Oldershaw Ph 234 7733 Member John Antliff Ph 233 2215 

Caring/Welfare Norma Withers Ph 238 4222 Member Colin Edwards Ph 234 1090 
 

A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

 
Please note that this newsletter is private and confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used for any 
other purpose. 

 
November Meeting 
We were warmly welcomed by Lyndsay Kelly and Mary Temperton 

 

 
The Birthday Draw for November 

Here are the November arrivals… 

 

http://probus.angnz.com/
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 and the winner is Bob Merrick!  

 
 

 
Here are the birthday members for December: 
Doreen Fleming, Noeline Moon, Allan Nicholls. 
 

Guest Speaker 
Graham Kelly introduced Brigadier (Retired) Roger Mortlock - “The Gallipoli Story - Behind the Legend”. I have 
attached Roger’s presentation as a separate item with this newsletter. 
 

Time for a smile! 

 
 

Club Activities   
Please note… If you are on our waiting list you are welcome to participate in any of our activities.  We would 

love to get to know you while you wait to join …   
 
Walking  
Still getting good turnouts on Tuesdays, in fact we had to separate the numbers in the cafe because three 
tables joined together was insufficient to seat the numbers on Tuesday 14 November and another 2 tables took 
up the overflow. Seems the coffee and chat after are becoming just as popular as the walk itself. But what a 
great way to get to meet and know people and the Probus walking group is certainly a way to develop 
friendships even though the male of the species are normally – sorry I mean always – outnumbered. I have 
tried to think of different methods to attract more men to our group but other than throwing their remote 
control, television iPpad and cell phone out the window can’t think what else will work. Any suggestions ladies? 
If so, send them through to me and I will ask Rae to include them in our next newsletter, this could create a 
few laughs.  
Remember every Tuesday 9 am Whitby Mall. Tuesday 26 December is Boxing Day. If you still feel like a walk, 
no problem, I’m sure some may turn up to walk off their Christmas Dinner, including me.  
Don 
 
Enquiries to Don Quirk Ph 234 7700 or 0272 606 306 
 

Wine and Cheese 
The next wine and cheese will be Sunday 11 February 4.00pm to 6.00pm. 

https://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lovethispic.com/uploaded_images/219730-Twas-The-Night-Before-Christmas.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lovethispic.com/image/219730/twas-the-night-before-christmas&docid=N-GqTRrCjJMK_M&tbnid=HKB8dBPVxT63PM:&vet=10ahUKEwjRsL-WxcnXAhWMkJQKHVncBhoQMwjoASgRMBE..i&w=600&h=698&bih=817&biw=1468&q=twas the night before christmas&ved=0ahUKEwjRsL-WxcnXAhWMkJQKHVncBhoQMwjoASgRMBE&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Host to provide crackers, guests supply the wine and cheese. Host will be notified on the Saturday and guests 
on the Sunday morning letting them know where to gather.  
A sheet will be available at the next meeting for those who wish to join the group. 

Gaye McGill on gayemcgill@gmail.com phone 238 9904 
 

Book Lovers 
Thank you Anne Miller for this month’s report. 
Some super books and authors were recommended at our meeting on 9th November.” Sarah’s Key” by Tatiana 

de Rosnay tells the intriguing story of a Jewish girl who escaped being 

sent to the gas chambers after the French police gathered all Parisian 

Jews together in 1942 “The Girl with No Name”, Marina Chapman’s 

autobiography, is the poignant true story of a girl who overcomes 

hardship and deprivation growing up with a troop of Capuchin monkeys in 

the forests of Colombia and eventually finds ultimate redemption. ”Little, 

Big Lies” by Lianna Moriarty follows three women, each at a crossroads in 

their lives. It is a clever, funny, sad take on ex-husbands, second wives, 

mothers and daughters, schoolyard scandals and the dangerous little lies 

we tell ourselves. The TV adaptation of the novel has just been shown in 

New Zealand. 

Mention was made of several authors who between them, have produced 

many books. Australian writers Di Morrissey and June Nunn, Minette 

Walters, who mainly writes psychological thrillers, Rosie Thomas , Isla 

Dewar(an Edinburgh based writer) and Deborah Challinor (a prolific New 

Zealand author) were among those discussed, (Without realising it, I have 

identified only female authors!). 

Our next meeting will be in February.  Watch for details in Probus Newsletter.   

Happy Reading over the Festive Season! 

Anne Miller 

 
One of our regular attendees, Faye Quayle, has been ill for the past few weeks and we send 
her our very best wishes. Faye must be the most widely read member of our group.  

 
New members and waiting list folk welcome. Ph Anne Miller 234 6399. 
 

Bridge 
Bridge morning is held every 4th Wednesday morning - 10am to 12noon at 53 Spinnaker Drive, Whitby. Next 
meeting 28 February 2018. 

If anyone new wishes to attend, please phone Gaye McGill on 2389904. 
 

Dine Out 

Hello everyone for the last time, this year. What a great lunch it was for the end of the year. Lots of laughing 
and talking and I never saw one book! 
It never ceases to amaze me how quiet a room can go when the food arrives. You have all this glorious noise, 
then silence. Wonderful. They were so nice to us, even if there were a few (me included in this lot) who got 
their meal all mucked up, just because she was standing next to us, and said FOOD. They had it all sussed, and 
took it in their stride. We certainly will return. 
Have a great Christmas Lunch at the Pines, and a  wonderful Christmas with Friends and Family, and will see 
you all again on the 14th of February 
2018. MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL. 
Doreen 
Contact Doreen Fleming Ph 233 2243 

 

500 Cards 
A group of 11 met and had fun last month and the next meeting will be on 20th December and this game will be 
followed by lunch at 7 Portage Place, Whitby. 

mailto:gayemcgill@gmail.com
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwj0jYCUvMnXAhUODisKHUkVB7gYABAOGgJzZg&ohost=www.google.co.nz&cid=CAASEuRo3xg74vs5V4R3mxr-9V54gw&sig=AOD64_0L7tX_KMhj_ko-97Vj5FMqVe7u2w&ctype=5&rct=j&q=&ved=0ahUKEwia1vmTvMnXAhVIlJQKHY_6D_cQ9aACCC4&adurl=
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Could members please advise if they will be staying for lunch. 
 
Allan Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

Photography 
A pleasant fine morning with a cool breeze greeted us when we visited the Aotea Lagoon and its rose garden. 
The rose garden does not have a large selection of roses but they were all out in flower and in great condition. 
An interesting morning. 
 
 

       
 

 

       
 
The next meeting will be on Monday 12 February. Venue to be announced, but we always meet initially at 9.30 

at the carpark in Browns Bay, near the entrance to Whitby. 
Contact Graham Craig Ph 234 7558 
 

Genealogy 
The first meeting after a summer break will be on Tuesday 6 March 2018 at 1:30 pm. Venue to be confirmed. 
 

Cinema 
We will be seeing “Murder on the Orient Express” in November and there will be no visit in Dec as the 4th 
Monday is CHRISTMAS DAY !!  
I am happy to arrange a visit in January (before we reconvene for Probus in February) but will have to confirm 
with the Lighthouse as the 4th Monday is anniversary day and as many people from the club will be leaving for 
the trip to The Forgotten Highway that week I will try to book the 3rd Monday. 
Please remember that all Probus members and those people on our waiting list are welcome to join the cinema 
visits and just need to be at the Lighthouse between 10.00 and 10.30 
Barb Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 
 

Mah Jong 
We had a good number playing at our game in early November and it was good to see travellers return, two 
players with ‘new knees’ and a new member Barbara Reilly joining our group. 
There will be over 20 of us going to The Sandbar for our Christmas lunch before our final game of the year on 
December 4th. This lunch was instigated by a request from Aureen about 3 years ago and it is sad that she will 
be missed this year. 
Re start of Mah Jong in 2018 has not yet been decided but players will be notified when we have had a chat 
about this and looked at venue etc (there may be competitions on at the Croquet club early in the new year); 
 

Games will be at the Croquet Club at 1.30 pm on the first and third Mondays of each month 
Barb Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 
 

Outings 

On 16 November 11 Probus members visited Main Line Steam in Plimmerton – a facility close to the Plimmerton 
Railway Station. 
It is hard to comprehend the complications of train renovation and the huge amount of work required to turn 
very old pieces of locomotives and carriages into very precise and accurate trains that can run on our current 
railway lines. There was a huge amount of what I would call “scrap material” all over the site but we were 
informed everything had a use. The volunteers were obviously deeply involved in the work they were 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz


5 
 

undertaking and willingly gave their time 
to answer our questions. We were 
fortunate to ride in an early 20th century 
wooden coach Aa1013 pulled by JAMES, 
a small red 0-4-0 tank engine, in steam, 
up and down the yard several times. This 
coach was one of the original coaches 
that conveyed the prime minister of the 
day Joseph Ward and other VIPs to 
Auckland when the NIMT (North Island 

Main Trunk) was finally connected August 7th 1908. It also carried Helen Clarke and other parliamentary 
dignitaries when that opening was commemorated 100 years later it being the only surviving carriage of that 
original 1908 train. Another interesting aspect was the variety of seven and a quarter inch gauge miniature 
engines on display and in the process of being repaired. The workshops contained many large engineering tools 
required to facilitate the very heavy work involved in maintaining these machines in good running order. 
As I child I lived at Winchester, South Canterbury which is beside the Invercargill to Christchurch railway line. 
Seeing trains from all those years ago was very special to me. Our Probus group was very lucky to have Probus 
member John Antliff with us as he has extensive knowledge of train history and restoration. 
 
Margaret Faulkner. Photos by John Antliff. 

       
 

June Campbell-Tong Ph 234 7918 
 

More smiles… 
Most of you will remember the comedian Tommy Cooper (I do anyhow!). Here are a few of his short jokes 
 

 Two blondes walk into a building ........you'd think at least one of them would have seen it. 
 

 Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly. They lit a fire in the craft, it sank, proving once and for all 

that you can't have your kayak and heat it. 
 

 'Doc I can't stop singing 'The Green, Green Grass of Home' 
‘That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome’. 
'Is it common?' 
'It's not unusual.' 
 

 Apparently, 1 in 5 people in the world are Chinese. There are 5 people in my family, so it must be one 
of them. It's either my Mum or my Dad, or my older brother Colin, or my younger brother Ho-Cha-Chu. 
But I think it's Colin. 
 

 A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet. 'My dog is cross-eyed, is there anything you can do for him?' 
Well,' said the vet, 'let's have a look at him' 
So he picks the dog up and examines his eyes, then he checks his teeth. Finally, he says, 'I'm going to 
have to put him down.'  
'What? Because he's cross-eyed?' 
'No, because he's really heavy' 

 

Forgotten Highway Tour 
20 people have confirmed that they will be participating 

Colin Edwards Ph 234 1090 
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Christmas Lunch   

Your 6th December Probus Club XMAS Lunch meeting at the Pines 
Cash Bar opens 11:00 

Lunch at 12:30 
MENU 

Roast Beef and Lamb 
Ham on the Bone 
Roast Potatoes 

Kumera, pumpkin, and courgette roast 
Selection of vegetables in season 

Crumbed Hoki pieces 

Marinated Chicken pieces 
Platter of Mussels and Prawns 

Garlic Bread 

 
Hot meat Dish 

Steamed white rice 

Vegetarian Ravioli 
 

Lite selection of salads 

 
AND NOW THE GOOD BITS 

Christmas pudding with brandy custard and cream 
Freshly cut fruit salad 

Apple and apricot strudel 

Chocolate éclairs 
Sherry trifle 

Pavlova and cream 

Freshly brewed coffee and tea 
 

Our one and only Graham Kelly will be tickling the ivories to provide background music, with a Carols sing-a-

long between the Main Course and Sweets 
Bring your Santa Hats but no Fairy dresses please 

 

Look forward to catching up with you all to start the festive season 
For those who can’t attend, on behalf of our committee, we wish you all a Happy Festive season 

 

Keep up with the Pills and Ointment, remembering that the best medicine is free, it goes under the prescription 
of LAUGHTER 

 

Cheers Derek McDonald 
 

 

Club Speaker – Jacqui Campbell 

Jacqui started her presentation by throwing out chocolates at random to the second row back. She then gave a 
chocolate to every member sitting in the front row; also to the President and Secretary sitting behind. 
When we first meet people, we may see gender, age, ethnicity - perhaps all of these - and we make 
assessments. In her presentation, Jacqui said she’s not interested in where people went to school or university, 
but when meeting them, she is interested in what drives them. What’s their passion; what choices do they 
make; what values do they have? 
On a recent trip to the UK, she was on a train travelling from Aberdeen. She sat down beside a good-looking 
young man in his 30s who had the most amazing blue eyes. They started to chat and the young man asked 
Jacqui about her travels. She said she was on her way to St Andrews, where she’d spent the first six years of 
her married life, and that she and her husband and daughter had migrated to New Zealand in 1981. She then 
asked the man about his travels.  
“I am a sperm donor," he said, "on my way to give a donation to a lesbian couple in the south of England.”   
Here was something different. "How did you get involved in this?" He said that he'd been recruited by an NHS 
clinic when still at university where he gained two degrees; one of which was in genetics. Now, he'd become a 
private donor because he believed some people couldn't access sperm donation in the usual (NHS) way. He 
chose to help such women. 
While conversing about New Zealand, Jacqui shared that she's a naturist, and her travelling companion asked 
how she’d become involved in that. She said that she’d met naturists through Rotary (June, who also 
introduced her to Probus). The man appeared to be revising his opinion that Rotary was for old men. Jacqui 
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then chatted about the youth programmes. When a university lecturer at Massey, she identified a Maori male 
student - let's say W - to recommend for a leadership course. When W presented at Harbour City Rotary Club, 
he said that he wanted to be a role model for young Maori. The club endorsed his application. 
Following attendance at the course, both the student and Jacqui presented at the Rotary Conference. W 
thanked his lecturer Jacqui for believing in him and giving him this opportunity.   
So often students like him miss such opportunities because they don’t have the right connections. Think of the 
proposal to pay first year fees for students. One argument against it is that some students drop out. Yes, some 
do fall by the way, but give them a chance.  
Jacqui then referred to the chocolates she handed out and noted the reason she gave all the members in the 
front row: they had no chance of getting one otherwise, as she threw them back into the audience. 
 
To end, Jacqui asked members to consider how they assessed others - by appearance or by deeper 
considerations? 
 

Duty Roster for February Meeting 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  
Room Set Up   Please meet 8.45am. 

Meeters and Greeters 9.05am. Mark the attendance roll, check for apologies. 
Morning Tea to assist the co-ordinators set up and at morning tea time. 
Club Speaker    

Guest Speaker   
Introduced by    

Thank Speaker   
 
 

The roster for the February meeting has still to be finalised. 
 
 

Diary Dates December 2017 

Tuesday, 5 December  Walking Group EVERY Tuesday Whitby Lake 9.00am 

Wednesday, 6 December  Probus Club end of year lunch at The Pines 

  February 2018 
 Thursday, 1 February  Forgotten Highway trip 

Monday, 5 February  Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

Tuesday, 6 February  Walking Group EVERY Tuesday Whitby Lake 9.00am 

Wednesday, 7 February  Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am 

Thursday, 8 February  Book Lovers 10:15 am  

Sunday, 11 February  Wine and Cheese 

Monday, 12 February  Photography Brown's Bay 9.30am 

Wednesday, 14 February  Dine-Out 

Thursday, 15 February  Outing 

Monday, 19 February  Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

Wednesday, 21 February  500 7 The Portage Whitby 10.00am 

Monday, 26 February  Cinema Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am movie 

Wednesday, 28 February Bridge  

Tuesday, 6 March  Genealogy Genealogy section Porirua Public Library 1.30pm    
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And finally… 
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