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                                                                                                               photo thanks to Graham Craig 

Newsletter for October - November 2017 

Next Meeting Wednesday 1 November 2017 9.30am 
Whitby Bowling Club 

Apologies please to Secretary  Diana Paris Phone 234 7683 

Committee Members 
President  Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 Membership Diana Paris Ph 234 7683 
Past-President  Julie McLagan Ph 237 9022 Newsletter Rae Denize Ph 238 1038 

Vice-President  Anthea Levy Ph 021 144 6293 Outings June Campbell-Tong Ph 234 7918 
Secretary Diana Paris Ph 234 7683 Outings Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 
Treasurer Derek Oldershaw Ph 234 7733 Member John Antliff Ph 233 2215 

Caring/Welfare Norma Withers Ph 238 4222 Member Colin Edwards Ph 234 1090 
 

A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

 
Please note that this newsletter is private and confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used for any 
other purpose. 

 

October Meeting 
We were warmly welcomed by Bernice and Clive Solomon. 

 

 

The Birthday Draw for October 

Here are the October arrivals… 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://probus.angnz.com/
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 and the winner is Jude Gibson!  

 
 

 
Here are the birthday members for November: 
Margaret Baird, Pat Catton, Lorraine Cummings, Jan Fleming, John Gregory, Valerie Hellberg, Anthea Levy, 
Richard Lockwood, Gaye McGill, Bruce Menzies, Bob Merrick and Peter Rushworth 
 

Guest Speakers 
Speaker organiser, Graham Kelly, has an interesting line-up ahead for us … Thank you Graham! 
1 November Brigadier (Retired) Roger Mortlock - “The Gallipoli Story - Behind the Legend”  

Guest Speaker  
Derek McDonald introduced John Goddard whose presentation was entitled “Organised Crime and Gangs”. John 
is Practice Leader (Intelligence) at the Royal NZ Police College and he has kindly provided us with this summary 

of his talk. 
 

As mentioned in my presentation ‘organised crime’ is an activity and ‘gangs’ are an entity. Although the entity 
does engage in the activity, gangs have much more impact on society than that. A culture of violence is implicit 

in many gangs, or at least those people that make up those gangs. They are very over 
represented in the family harm figures for example.  It is sad that so much of our youth 
who have disengaged with school, or involved in high levels of disorder and anti-social 
behaviour are attracted to these groups, and as a result become the next generation of 
gang members. So the challenge there is to identify what it is about these groups that 
make them so attractive and duplicate the positive things that exist whilst reducing, or 
removing, the negative things.  
 
As you heard as I was being introduced to 

you all I am involved in both professional and community theatre. I 
have always ‘bought into’ the mantra of “into sport – out of court”. 
In other words becoming involved in positive activity goes a long 
way to removing negative activity. My mantra is “onto the boards 
(the stage) – out of the courts”. By encouraging young people into 
the theatre world – if that is their bent – then we can expose them 
to a very positive environment. There is so much more to theatre 
than singing, dancing and acting. You may not wish to be in the 
‘limelight’ but are much more comfortable in the shadows of the 
back stage. Or you may shine in the area of theatre production or 
management, stage or costume design or the technical skills of 
lighting and sound. At any level there is a requirement to become a 
team with many working parts that on show day all have to come together in a choreography that is far more 
complex than the dance the audience sees on stage. You have had to attend rehearsals, commit to a 
programme of learning and engage with the other parts of the project. Then on show day you have to be there 
to do your bit. You have to raise yourself, however tired, sad, happy, sore or otherwise distracted, to be the 
best that you can be for the benefit of the project (the show). This teaches people commitment, prioritisation 
and resilience. Further to this as a theatre member you are often amongst people of all ages, walks of life, 
experience and ability.  
 
The secret to this? Getting people through the front door first. You cannot dictate to people that they have to 
engage with one or other group or activity. The options need to be made available but the choice they want to 
make is theirs. But if these community groups do not exist, if the sports teams are not supported by the army 
of volunteers that make it happen, if there is nowhere for the theatre players to play, or the facilities to enable 
these activities are absent and so the options are not there, then often all we are left with are the gangs. And 
believe me they can be everywhere and anywhere. Because if the positive options do not exist, and the only 
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option is to band together with likeminded disengaged peers, then that is what will happen. And untouched by 
any positive influence, and lacking any real consequences, they will do what they will do. And usually that is to 
‘gang together’. 
Margaret Faulkner proposed the vote of thanks. 
 

Time for a smile! 
 
Spouse Operating Systems 

The young woman who submitted the tech support message below (about her marriage) presumably did it as a 
joke. 
Then she got a reply that was far too good to keep to herself. The tech support people’s romance advice was 

hilarious and genius. 
 
The query: 

Dear Tech Support, 
Last year I upgraded from Boyfriend 5.0 to Husband 1.0 and noticed a distinct slowdown in overall system 
performance, particularly in the flower and jewelry applications and intimacy, which operated flawlessly under 

Boyfriend 5.0. 
In addition, Husband 1.0 uninstalled many other valuable programs, such as Romance 9.5 and Personal 
Attention 6.5, and then installed undesirable programs such as: Rugby 5.0, Cricket 3.0 and Golf 4.1. 
Conversation 8.0 no longer runs, and House Cleaning 2.6 simply crashes the system. 
Please note that I have tried running Nagging 5.3 to fix these problems, but to no avail. What can I do? 

Signed, Desperate 
 
The response (that came weeks later out of the blue): 

Dear Desperate, 
First keep in mind, Boyfriend 5.0 is an Entertainment Package, while Husband 1.0 is an operating system. 
Please enter command: I thought you loved me.html and try to download Tears 6.2. 

Do not forget to install the Guilt 3.0 update. If that application works as designed, Husband 1.0 should then 
automatically run the applications Jewelry 2.0 and Flowers 3.5. 
However, remember, overuse of the above application can cause Husband 1.0 to default to Grumpy Silence 2.5, 
Happy Hour 7.0, or Beer 6.1. 
Please note that Beer 6.1 is a very bad program that will download the Farting and Snoring Loudly Beta version. 
Whatever you do, DO NOT, under any circumstances, install Mother-In-Law 1.0 as it runs a virus in the 

background that will eventually seize control of all your system resources. 
In addition, please do not attempt to re-install the Boyfriend 5.0 program. These are unsupported applications 
and will crash Husband 1.0. 

In summary, Husband 1.0 is a great program, but it does have limited memory and cannot learn new 
applications quickly. 
You might consider buying additional software to improve memory and performance. 

We recommend Cooking 3.0. 
 

Club Activities   
Please note… If you are on our waiting list you are welcome to participate in any of our activities.  We would 
love to get to know you while you wait to join …   
 
Walking  

 

“  
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A picture is worth a thousand words – The energetic group, the view, Don and his harem!! 
Enquiries to Don Quirk Ph 234 7700 or 0272 606 306 
 

Wine and Cheese 
Sunday 5 November 4.00pm to 6.00pm. 

Host to provide crackers, guests supply the wine and cheese. Host will be notified on the Saturday and guests 
on the Sunday morning letting them know where to gather.  
A sheet will be available at the next meeting for those who wish to join the group. 
Gaye McGill on gayemcgill@gmail.com phone 238 9904 
 

Book Lovers 
Thank you Anne Miller for this month’s report. 
At our latest meeting held on 12 October, many books were discussed and recommended. “The Secret Diary of 
Hendrik Groen aged 83¼” is the funny, big-hearted tale of an old man who is however very young at heart. He 
sets out to write about one year of his life in a care facility in Amsterdam and he does so in a witty, poignant 
and charming manner. 
“What Cancer Taught Me” is teenager Jake Bailey’s inspirational account of overcoming cancer. His end-of-year 
speech as Head Boy at Christchurch Boys High School was delivered from a wheelchair one week after he was 
diagnosed with a very aggressive cancer and the book describes his path to remission. 
 “I Am Pilgrim” is a wonderful suspense novel set in a world of spies, terrorists, good men and evil ones. It has 
proved to be unputdownable for many! Other books discussed included “Jimmy Barnes-Working Class Boy”, Ann 
Patchett’s “Commonwealth”, “The Day We Met” by Rowen Coleman, “The Notebook” by Nicholas Spark and 
“Tracks” by Robyn Davidson. 
We left the meeting (after Anne’s shortbread had been enjoyed) full of enthusiasm for some fantastic reading.  
 
The next meeting will be held on November 9th at 10.15 at Valerie Hellberg’s home at Apartment 119, Whitby 
Lakes Retirement Village. Come along and enjoy the books, the company and a cuppa. 

New members and waiting list folk welcome. Ph Anne Miller 234 6399. 
 

Bridge 
Bridge morning is held every 4th Wednesday morning - 10am to 12noon at 53 Spinnaker Drive, Whitby. 
If anyone new wishes to attend, please phone Gaye McGill on 2389904. 
 

 

 

mailto:gayemcgill@gmail.com
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Dine Out 

Good Morning everyone 
We had a great turnout for our lunch again. I think we are going to be real foodie critics by the end of this year. 
I just love all the variety .Now the November lunch is another place close to home, and I am dying to try the 
food. We are going to Plimmerton to TOPOR. I was not aware we have the only Polish restaurant in Wellington 
right on our doorstep. Been past it so often, and now a chance to go in. She is going to open just for us, seeing 
we usually have around 20-25 people, which I thought was very nice of her.  
Lunch will be at 12pm on the 8th of November at "TOPOR" at 3 Beach Road, Plimmerton. 
Really looking forward to this one. Food glorious food! 
See you all on the 8th. 
Doreen 
Contact Doreen Fleming Ph 233 2243 
 

500 Cards 
This month (Wednesday 15 November) we will meet at Allan and Barbara Nichols, 7 Portage Place. 
Allan Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 
 

Photography 
A not unusual photography morning when we met at Browns Bay as there was continuous light rain, so we 
moved to Groundup for coffee and nibbles to see what the weather was going to do. Fortunately the rain 
eventually stopped so we moved over the road to the St Albans Anglican church to wander through the 
cemetery. There are a lot of very old heritage roses there but although they were in bud very few were actually 
flowering. The cemetery holds graves from over 100 years ago right up to about 2 years ago and some quite 
interesting wording on many gravestones, including one with “The Lord Giveth, the IRD Taketh”. The biggest 
surprise was the number of deaths that had resulted from drowning, presumably in the inlet. An interesting 
morning. 
 

    
 

    
 

The next meeting will be on Monday 13 November. Venue to be announced, but we always meet initially at 
9.30 at the carpark in Browns Bay, near the entrance to Whitby. 
Contact Graham Craig Ph 234 7558 

 

Genealogy 
We had six in attendance at our Genealogy group meeting at the Porirua Library on Tuesday 3 October; 
apologies were received from five others including Chairman Rob. 
Discussions included: a family’s military history in New Zealand; the use of GED files; some Scottish family 
research for the 1770s; the recent release of digitised NZ Police Gazettes for 1878 to 1945 at Archives NZ; and 

mailto:nichols@xtra.co.nz
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the many NZ WW2 records now available at the Auckland Museum (Cenotaph). Following the meeting five of us 
adjourned around 3pm to the Kaizen Café for a coffee. 
The first meeting after a summer break will be on Tuesday 6 March 2018 at 1:30 pm. Venue to be confirmed. 

Cinema 
Please note that the OCTOBER movie morning is on Monday 30 October. 

The November one will be on 27 November – details will be announced at the Probus monthly meeting. 
Barb Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 
 

Mah Jong 
Games will be at the Croquet Club at 1.30 pm on the first and third Mondays of each month 
Barb Nichols Ph 234 8415  nichols@xtra.co.nz 

 

Outings 

On a beautiful Wellington day 13 intrepid Whitby Probus members arrived at Zealandia for an introductory talk 
and video in the visitor centre. We were then left on our own to explore the sanctuary at our own pace. I have 
visited Zealandia on several occasions over the past few years but it was an absolute highlight to see a tuatara 
in its natural habitat basking in the sunshine. Apparently it is about 39 years old but so amazing to see this 
historic creature so close. Most of our members were lucky enough to see it as well as the noisy Kaka, tui, 
fantails, stitchbird, shags, ducks, takahe and bell bird. Such a delight to have this sanctuary so close to the city. 
Great that the sanctuary offers motorised wheelchairs so Shirley could also delight in the bird chorus and then 
we all enjoyed a delicious lunch in the café. Thanks to Julie for initiating this outing to this jewel in Wellington. 
Here is a selection of photographs from our outing 
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June Campbell-Tong Ph 234 7918 
 

Next smile… 
When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly replied, "I'm not sure." 

"Look in your underwear, Grandpa", he advised. "Mine says I'm 4 to 6." 
 

Forgotten Highway Tour 
20 people have confirmed that they will be participating 
Colin Edwards Ph 234 1090 
 

Christmas Lunch  - 6 December at The Pines    

 
Have you paid yet? If not, please do so by 24 November. 
 
Cost $33 per person 
 

a. First Payment Preference: 
Use ‘Electronic Funds Transfer’ from your bank account to the Probus bank account and please state: 

your Name in the ‘Particulars’ column and the word Xmas in the ‘Reference’ column.  

Probus ASB Bank Account details: 12 3254 0089053 00 

b. Second Preference:  

Cheque (made out to: The Probus Club of Whitby) – please give to Derek Oldershaw, Treasurer, at the 

October Club Meeting. 

c. Third Preference:  

Cash (place in an envelope with your name and address on) – please give to Derek Oldershaw, 

Treasurer, at the November Club Meeting. 

 

Club Speaker 
Don Quirk spun a few yarns about his time as Ship’s Boy aboard the MV Nikau, also known as The White Ghost. 

 
MV.Nikau  -  The White Ghost.  
“I was brought up in the Port of Nelson, ships everywhere. My father was a seaman. Two of my uncles ran the 
Nelson pilot launch, my cousins all went to sea and one of them travelled the world in the Sailing Ship Pamir 
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that later went down in a storm. My Grandfather had his own scow named the Oban which he skippered around 
the Golden Bay area for many years.  
Sometimes on school holidays when I was about 9 or 10 years of age my father would take me with him on the 
Talisman, a scow, which is a flat bottomed wooden ship, when it worked on the Nelson Mapua / Motueka apple 
run. It carried about 5 crew. So salt water obviously runs in my veins.  
My upbringing was hard. My Mother incidentally had died when I was 4 years of age and I was brought up by a 
very strict father, my elder sisters and different minders. 
I loved my primary school years at Auckland Point School in Nelson. However, after two years at Nelson College 
all I wanted was to go to sea. Some of my college time was spent in the master’s offices, receiving many 
canings that I really didn’t think were deserved as I thought they were all minor offences - getting caught when 
dodging classes and sneaking away early on music and science session days to go to the wharf and watch the 
ships.  
At one stage I had more stripes on my bum than a Spanish Admiral would carry on his sleeves – only difference 
– his were gold – mine were red.  
All I wanted was to go out into the work force. I was uninterested in learning irrelevant subjects such as having 
to sit through science sessions listening to Albert Einstein’s “Geometric Theory of Gravitation”  – He won the 
Nobel Prize – by then my prize was not as noble, having had received many canings because of missed classes. 
I’m not proud of those years but circumstances led me into that situation.  
Then there was Latin – goodness I couldn’t even speak English then and they expected me to learn Latin. There 
I was having to learn and sing “Gaudeamus igitur, iuvenes dum sumus. Post iucundam iuventutem, Post 
molestam senectutem. Nos habebit humus“.   
Then you had to recite the college motto till the cows came home “Pietas Probitas et Sapientia”. Pi and Probe 
and Sap - Thought that had something to do with a leaky bladder. Actually it meant Loyalty Honesty and 
Wisdom.   
My college years are best forgotten and so with their means of punishment. It was the punishment that made 
me revolt. Looking back now I probably needed counselling not abuse, and in those days the cane was physical 
abuse. 
Don’t get me wrong I wasn’t against learning – I had previously learned to play the cornet and was able to read 
music prior to college and I played in the Salvation Army band from the age of 10 years. At college I joined 
their brass band as well. I knew my times tables back to front when at primary school. It was later that my 
education evolved and I will mention this later. 
The opportunity to leave college arose when my uncle asked me if I wanted to join the MV Nikau as ship’s boy. 
He was bosun at the time. To get to the Nelson wharf and join the ship. I ran faster than a politician being 
offered a free lunch.  

The Nikau was a small iron motor vessel of 
248 tons built in Glasgow and owned by the 
Anchor Company of Nelson. She was originally 
a steam ship that was later converted to a 
motor vessel before I joined her. She sailed 
every week night between Nelson and 
Wellington. The Nikau had a reputation of 
never missing a Cook Strait crossing due to 
stress of weather. Her large white painted 
funnel , often being the first visible presence 
in thick weather, earned her the nick name 
“The White Ghost”  because the first sighting 
of her coming out of the mist was the large 
white funnel that was later cut down to size 
after conversion to a motor vessel.  

She would leave Nelson at 6pm Monday reach Wellington at 6am Tuesday leave Wellington 5 pm Tuesday and 
so on. The ship was renowned for going out in all weathers and very seldom took shelter from storms. The ship 
sometimes stopped at French Pass during the trips to load / unload supplies and pick up the odd passenger. 
My first duties when I boarded the ship for the first time were varied and I worked all day before departure for 
Wellington at 6pm. The crew all had finished their shift after departure and all except the helmsman had started 
to turn in – go to bed that is. Well time for a well-earned rest myself but - no - my uncle decided that many 
other duties needed to be done.  
After washing the crews’ dishes -scrub down the deck – what with light fading and sea spray coming over and 
heading into a rough sea and chilly northerly and out on deck by myself. Then came more instructions. I 
thought “what’s going on here this doesn’t seem right?” It was a year or two later after I had left the Nikau that 
I found out that my father had given his brother, who was the bosun, instructions to treat me as hard as he 
could to instil discipline into me.  
I also looked forward to my first pay. Got to look like a sailor, all my cousins had tattoos, wore blue jeans with 
matching shirts, had a pouched knife hanging off the hip and let their hair grow longer. And yes – with the 
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sailor’s swagger. I did all those things and who was my favourite character in those days? – You guessed it – 
Popeye.  
About the only greens I ate then was spinach even though the food provided on the ship was Hotel Hilton 
compared with what I had been brought up on. And yes , I did end up smoking a pipe. But the only thing 
missing – of course – Olive – Popeye’s girlfriend - because the old saying about a sailor having a girl in every 
port certainly didn’t apply to me. It was because I was a bit on the shy side I think. As I am today!!  
During one period I lived on the Nikau whilst on the Evans Bay slip way when she was having her hull scraped 
and painted. To be working on a ship on dry land as a deck boy was an unusual experience especially when it 
was hauled from the water across the road to the slipway. There are still signs of that slipway there today. 
After a year of ship’s boy I decided to join larger ships as Ordinary Seaman then eventually as Able Seaman. 
Over a 6 year period I sailed on many Union company and Canterbury Co ships but none seemed to have the 
aura of the little Nikau.   
I ended up back on the Nikau as Able seaman twice after and later as bosun. 
Even though I loved the sea there was a certain amount of loneliness involved and I decided to come ashore 
and join the NZ Fire Service at Wellington Central Fire Station where I settled down, married and had a family. 
Later I moved to Christchurch where I built my first house and joined the Christchurch Metropolitan Fire 
Brigade. 
My education came after secondary school and when I first went out into the world to fend for myself. Even 
though the first years were hard I look back now and think of the MV Nikau and the initial learning I received. I 
was 17 when I left home and went to sea. From that time I never returned to my original home again.   
It was later that I taught myself how to study and sit and pass qualifications that included Mathematics, 
Hydraulics and Chemistry and yes, a wee bit of Physics (Apologies to Einstein) that led me to a successful 
career in the rescue and firefighting service and later as fire chief at Christchurch and Wellington International 
Airports followed by an Inspector with the Civil Aviation Authority, auditing firefighting equipment and services 
at International Aerodromes in NZ and the Pacific Islands. - But that’s another story.  
An ex-merchant sea Captain, Nick Campbell had asked me to speak at the New Zealand Company of Master 
Mariners meeting. He asked if he could use my notes titled “The White Ghost” and publish them. The notes 
ended up in the International Master Mariner’s “On Deck” magazine, the “Memories Magazine” and a new book 
written by Nick titled “The Ramblings of Old Nick”. These books do not contain the “behind the scenes” topics 
that I have spoken about to you today, but only about “The White Ghost”.  
I recommend you don’t read any - because the contents are quite boring and nothing like you’ve been privy to 
today.”  
 

Duty Roster for November Meeting 

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  
Room Set Up   Lyndsay Kelly, Mary Temperton and Anne Bennison. Please meet 8.45am. 
Meeters and Greeters Lyndsay Kelly, Mary Temperton and Anne Bennison.9.05am. Mark the 

attendance roll, check for apologies. 
Morning Tea Glenys Greaves and Shona Bowman to assist the co-ordinators set up and at 

morning tea time. 

Club Speaker   Jacqui Campbell 
Guest Speaker  Brigadier (Retired) Roger Mortlock 

Introduced by   Graham Kelly 
Thank Speaker   
 

Diary Dates November 2017 

 

Wednesday, 1 November  Probus Club Meeting Whitby Bowling Club 9.30am 

Sunday, 5 November  Wine and Cheese 

Monday, 6 November  Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

Tuesday, 7 November  Walking Group EVERY Tuesday Whitby Lake 9.00am 

 
Genealogy in recess till March 

Wednesday, 8 November  Dine-Out 

Thursday, 9 November  Book Lovers 10:15 am  

Monday, 13 November  Photography Brown's Bay 9.30am 

Wednesday, 15 November  500 7 The Portage Whitby 10.00am 

Thursday, 16 November  Outing 

Monday, 20 November  Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

Wednesday, 22 November Bridge 53 Spinnaker Drive 10.00am to 12 noon 

Monday, 27 November  Cinema Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am movie 
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And finally… 

 

 

 




