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Newsletter for September-October 2016 

 

Next Meeting 5 October 2016 9.30am 
Whitby Bowling Club 

Apologies please to Annette Craig (annette@angnz.com) 
 

Committee Members 

President  Julie McLagan Ph  237 9022 Guest Speakers  Graham Kelly   Ph 234 8825 
Past-President  Don Quirk Ph  234 7700 Profile Speakers  Sue Gore            Ph 234 6367 

Vice-President  Derek McDonald Ph  234 6033 Newsletter  Julie McLagan Ph 237 9022                               
Secretary   Annette Craig Ph  234 7558 Club Duties  Derek McDonald Ph 234 6033 

Treasurer   Gaye McGill Ph  238 9904 Outings        Margaret Faulkner Ph 235 7283 

Caring/Welfare  Norma Withers    Ph  238 4222              Member       June Campbell-Tong   Ph 2347918              
Membership        Annette Craig      Ph  234 7558 

 

A reminder - all our monthly Newsletters can be found on our club website at http://probus.angnz.com  

 

                                                        
                                             Thank you, Lenora Jones, for this delightful touch of Spring 

September Meeting   

We were welcomed with grace by two beautiful ladies, Jenny Williamson and Margaret Carson. 

 

                                      

http://probus.angnz.com/


In the Can 

Then came the story of a very cranky old woman who was 

arrested for shoplifting at a supermarket.  She gave everyone a 
hard time, from the store manager to the security guard to the 

arresting officer who took her away. She complained and 

criticised everything and everyone throughout the process. 
When she appeared before the judge, the judge asked her what 

she had stolen from the store. 
The lady defiantly replied, “Just a stupid can of peaches.” 

The judge then asked why she had done it. 

She replied, “I was hungry and forgot to bring any cash to the store.” 
The judge asked how many peach pieces were in the can. 

She replied in a nasty tone, “Nine! But why do you care about that?” 
The judge answered patiently, “Well ma’am, because I’m going to give you nine days in jail — one day for each 

peach.” 
As the judge was about to drop his gavel, the lady’s long-suffering husband raised his hand slowly and asked if 

he might speak. 

The judge said, “Yes sir, what do you have to add?” 
The husband said meekly, “Your Honour, she also stole a can of peas.” 

 
The Birthday Draw 

          
Congratulations to our winner, John Bathurst.  A nice drop for an extra celebration toast ... 

 

Club Speaker                                     Barry Hay-Chapman was born in Auckland in 1930, raised in Huntly 

and attended Otahuhu Technical College.   

“I started work 7 days a week for an uncle (known as a Queen St 

farmer) in Manurewa for town milk supply for the princely sum of a 

pound a week. When this did not work out I joined the Royal New 

Zealand Air Force for 10 years during which time I served on all bases 

except Fiji and Woodburn. The highlight of this period would have 

been the two years I spent 1952 - 54 on the Island of Cyprus serving 

with No.14 Squadron which was equipped with Vampire aircraft based 

on an RAF station in the capital Nicosia. “This was New Zealand’s 
contribution to stability in the Middle East,” according to Sid Holland, 

the then Prime Minister.  From this base we participated in numerous 

exercises in Malta and the Canal Zone in Egypt for several weeks at a 

time. A special event was for the squadron to travel south via Egypt 

and the Sudan to Entebbe on Lake Victoria in Uganda to “show the 

flag” and participate in local celebrations of the Queen’s June 1953 Coronation.  Jet aircraft, very new at this 

time, had never been seen in Uganda, so low level passes over the local population had them scattering in all 

directions.  

The Island of Cyprus is very historical going back to Biblical times and was incidentally given to Cleopatra as a 

wedding present.  The Island is full of ancient ruins which I was able to explore freely at that time as it was not 



divided between the Turkish and Greek population as it is today.  Bear in mind this was the period of 6pm 

closing back in NZ. Cyprus had no such drinking restrictions.  We consequently made the most of the nightlife 

available until the reality of physical and financial restrictions set in. 

When I left the Air Force I worked for NAC (National Airways Corporation), the predecessor of Air New Zealand.  

I was a purchasing officer ordering aircraft spares from overseas. This work was carried out at Head Office then 

located on Aotea Quay on a site now occupied by Westpac Stadium. This building was originally built by the 

Americans during the war as a hospital.  Our use of it came to an abrupt end when the entire building was 

burnt to the ground in July 1961.  

This was the era of the introduction of the then two new aircraft, the Vickers Viscount and the Fokker 

Friendship. 

I then moved on to the shipping industry, initially as a secretary in an organisation called the Overseas 

Shipowners’ Committee (also known as the Conference Lines) consisting of entirely British owned shipping 

companies like The NZ Shipping Co (P&O) Blue Star Line, Port Line and Shaw Savill & Albion). However, 

competition from Continental Shipping lines ultimately saw another Conference organisation formed - the NZ 

European Shipping Association (NZESA) which included the British Lines and also Dutch, French, Scandinavian 

and German shipping companies. This frequently entailed the necessity to wear two hats and to be seen as 

neutral between the different interests in each Conference.  These continental shipping lines subsequently 

established a new company in NZ called Seabridge, which I joined on its formation. To be part of a business at 

its very beginning was both a stimulating and interesting experience, especially at the time of transition from 

conventional shipping to the then novel method of containers which prevails today. However, my interest in 

shipping at that time became a little jaundiced, as I was made redundant at short notice.  Although I was 

subsequently able to find work, this next company also made me redundant on the basis of me reaching the 

grand old age of 60.  So I got the message and decided to retire - my status for the last 25 years. 

Family life  Ann and I were married in Wellington in 1957 and lived in Kelburn, Houghton Bay and Seatoun 

before moving to Plimmerton in 1968 for 27years. Our family of four children (a son and three daughters) all 

went to Plimmerton school and Tawa College. During this period I was heavily involved in community affairs - 

Residents Association , (does anybody remember George McNeilage?), Plimmerton Lions Club (long since gone) 

which established the Dr Bill Bryson Trust in his memory giving grants to local students.  

I served for many years on this Trust which is still going and is currently administered by the Mana Lions Club. 

Many years of school committee activities was part and parcel of Plimmerton Village Life. This also included a 

“Ginger Group” representing potential contributing primary schools and advocating the establishment of a local 

college on sites in either Plimmerton or Pukerua Bay as we had been zoned out of Tawa College.  However, the 

powers that be had other ideas, the outcome of which was the building of Aotea College.  The students are still 

waiting for the railway stop promised at that time. 

Life in retirement  During this time, Napier friends and 

promise of a warmer climate persuaded us to move to 

Taradale where we stayed happily for the next 20 years.  I 

became involved in various local activities, major ones 

being the Taradale and Hastings branches of the Royal 

New Zealand Air Force Association, The Taradale 

Development Association and running the Y’s Walking 

Group with over 40 members.  Ann and I also became 

involved with an American organisation called Elderhostel 

which ran tours throughout NZ including walking tours for 

which we acted as guides. We would tour both Islands for 

three weeks with up to 30 participants some of whom  were very demanding. However, the rewards of seeing 

so much of New Zealand and making friends with the majority of the Americans, made the planning and work 

involved, worthwhile. 

As all four of our children still live in the Wellington area, we were urged to return so the family would be more 

able to keep an eye on us in our dotage. Consequently, we moved into Whitby Lakes Village where we have 

resided for the last 18 months.” 

 

Thank you Barry.  What an interesting life story.  Thank you for sharing.  Next week will bring us Brian Greaves               



Guest Speaker         

John McBeth.   “How did this happen?”   

From Kurow to LA and the Olympics, calling the AB’s 

winning the first World Cup in 1987, Commonwealth 

Games and many, many other prestigious world sporting 

events!   

Growing up in a provincial town was a bit restricting on 

ambition.  Injured playing rugby, John reported on 

games even though the boss said, “I can’t pay you.”   

He didn’t dream that would lead to a fulltime, lifelong 

career.  He had no idea he would get the chance to 

watch and talk about top level sport in so many 

countries.  The photo says it all.  Dynamic, totally 

cheekily charming, witty with an amazing turn of phrase, 

ready to give it a go, really enjoying the challenges of 

life!  John enthralled us with his story.   

We listened.  We shook with laughter.   

Rio was his 7th Olympic Games.  And it all went back to 

that rugby injury and doing his first reporting for 

nothing.   

“It would have been worth doing the lot for nothing,” smiled John. 

 

October        Dr Lew Jillings   “Globalisation: The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly" 

November    Denise Carnihan will tell how her pilgrimage to Africa to find her brother turned into an 

amazing commitment, all recorded in her book which she will have for sale after her presentation. 

Activity Reports 

 

Summer Soirees  - Wine and Cheese.   4.00pm – 6.00pm  

on the first Sunday over the months of Summer. 

November 6, December 4,  

February 5, March 5, April 2 

If you would like to participate, more details and a board to 

register at the next club meeting.  Host provides the venue and 

crackers for up to 10 people, guests bring a bottle of wine, 

some cheese to go with it, your wine glass.   

Different hosts each time. 

Guests emailed on morning of event to tell them where they 

are going.   

Easy-peasy, lots of fun … Come join us if you are happy to host 

as well as be a guest.   

 

Outings 

“For the September outing we met at the Police Museum and enjoyed the outing. As the Museum is not all 

that big the smaller number had a greater opportunity to hear the Museum presentation which 

was excellent and explore the national museum. Currently the major display is on the number of New 

Zealand Police that have been killed while executing their Police duty. The confusion over the Outings and 

Lunch all in the same week will be considered by the Probus Committee so that they are better spaced to 

fulfil members’ desires to have just one such Probus function per week. 

The next outing is to Parliament for a tour of the Parliament and Library Art works on Friday 21 October 

at 10.30 a.m. PLEASE note the change from our usual Thursday outings to Friday for this outing. The 

change of day is because Government tours are not done on Thursdays when Government is sitting and on 

Friday there is a wider range of places in Parliament we can see. Thank you to Graham for your help in 

setting up this visit.”  Margaret Faulkner  faulknerm@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:faulknerm@xtra.co.nz
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Dine-Out 

“Twenty-five of us gathered at the 

Plimmerton Boating Club on 14 

September for a great three course 

meal.  In contrast to the grey miserable 

day outside, the hot ham on the bone 

was particularly popular.  After the 

meal conversation continued until 

eventually the manager had to threaten 

to throw us out!”    Next month will be 

at Te Onepu Restaurant Whitireia New 

Zealand on Thursday 13 October at        

12 noon.  Please note the change of 

date.  It will be a buffet lunch with the 

chefs choosing the food to serve under 

the theme “international global 

cuisine.” Cost is $25 per head.  We are 

limited to the first 33 who put their 

names on the list and pay in full (cash 

only) at the next Probus meeting on 

Wednesday 5 October.”   

Colin and Bev tel 2341090                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                 

“Food glorious food  

Hot sausage and mustard  

While we're in the mood cold jelly and 

custard 

Pease pudding and saveloys 

What next is the question? 

Rich gentlemen have it boys                                                                                                           

IN-DI-GESTION!”  (‘Oliver’ - boys’ song) 

 

 

 

500 

“Nine people met at Colin and Bev’s on 21 September.  Two hours later, after covering such diverse 

subjects as paralympics , ancestry, family birthdays and holidays one group ended in a three way tie 

having tested 500 but no-one actually winning.  As Australia are stepping up their programme of deporting 

unwanted kiwis back to New Zealand, next month will meet at Allan and Barbara Nichols, 7 Portage Place 

on Wednesday 19 October.”  Colin and Bev Tel 234 1090 

Book Lovers 

Thank you Rae Denize for this report. 

“The September meeting was held at Rae Denize’s home (sensibly sited near the top of a hill to catch every 
available breath of wind) on one of the worst September days on record. The gale-force southerly threw 
everything at us – rain, sleet, hail and even some snow, the Cook Strait ferries were cancelled, the 
Rimutaka Hill road was closed, but none of these dampened our enthusiasm for our books.  We spent a 
very enjoyable morning over a cuppa and cake sharing our reading experiences both recent and from the 
past. There does appear to be a slight Scottish bias to these meetings so Kiwis and Sassenachs – how 
about joining us to redress the balance?  
Herewith a piece of literary advice from the playground of my childhood … 



First child: Do you know how you can be a poet? 
Second child: How? 

First child: It’s easy peasy! You just sit on the stove till your Rabbie Burns … 
Note – access to a coal fire range was essential to the acquisition of this skill! 
Next meeting: Thursday 13 October at 10:15 a.m. at Anne Miller’s home, 7 Gannet Way, Whitby 

phone 2346399 
 

Photography 

                                          
 
Thank you Rob McLagan for the following report … 

“We convened at Dolly Varden Reserve on Monday 13 September.  We again photographed some of the 
very pretty fishing boats and boatsheds and then sought out good shots at the marina and around the 
ruins of the old British army redoubt.  
At our “official debrief’ over a warm coffee, John Bathurst provided us with a list of tips on the composition 
of  an interesting photo – thank you John. We also welcomed to the group new Club member Peter 
Rushworth. 
The next meeting of the group will be at 9.30am on Monday 10 October. Venue to be advised. It will be 
good to have team leader Graham Craig back after his trip to Aussie.”  

 
John Bathurst 

                   Rob McLagan                                                          Dale Williamson 

                  



Cinema 

We all enjoy the companionship even if the movie does not catch us all.  “Captain Fantastic” was a very 

different movie, loved by some of us, very “ho-hum” for the rest.  The graphic slaughter of an exquisitely 

beautiful deer and ensuing blood-thirsty ritual in the opening scenes was gut-wrenchingly horrible.   

Feedback overall varied … 

“Not really the sort of film I would have chosen to see on my own.  A bit far fetched.”   

“I enjoyed most of it …” 

“I admit to a tear or two …” . 

“ I actually enjoyed the whole movie.  It was different and that excited me.” 

Next month we shall move to 31 October as the traditional movie date falls on Labour Day.  Watch the 

next Newsletter for confirmation of the movie. 

 Walking 

“Last Tuesday 9 walkers turned out even though the morning didn’t look too promising. Three different 

groups with the fittest led by Diana and Colin taking to the hills and beyond and the other two groups 

keeping to the flat walks.  (Golly, I wish I still had the stamina to keep up with the fitter ones.)  Over the 

winter months I have been surprised at the keenness of those who turn up regularly even though the 

weather on occasions has not been suitable for walking.  Age seems to be no barrier.  Afterwards we have 

our happy coffee hour where we enjoy the company of others. The old saying is certainly true.  Laughter is 

the best medicine!.  Well, there is lots of that in this group. Come join us.  Tuesdays 9.00am!”   

Don Quirk  dquirk@xtra.co.nz 

 

Mah Jong     “It was lovely to welcome 2 new members at our first session in September where we had 3 

tables plus the table where Irene outlined the fundamentals of the game to the 2 new ladies. We again had 

3 tables at our next session and it was good to see our new members return. 

Next month we will be meeting on 3 October and then 17 October at the Plimmerton Croquet club 

rooms at 1.30pm. Anyone wishing to learn to play Mah Jong is most welcome.”  Diana Paris 

 

Genealogy                                                           

“This month we got together at Seagulls and enjoyed 

our meeting    followed by another delicious afternoon 

tea.  Once again we all appreciated Roy`s assistance in 

tracking down hard to find ancestors.  A break -through 

can be really exciting for the person who has been 

searching.   We watched an episode from the British 

series, “Who Do You Think You Are” featuring Jeremy 

Clarkson.  As to be expected, it was very humorous in 

parts.   Next meeting  - Tuesday 4 October 1.30pm  

genealogy section of the Porirua Library.  

Contact Lenora on 2355252  or Rob on 2379022.   

 

Duty Roster for October Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                               

If you cannot be present to undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.  

Room Set Up   Diana Paris, Clive Solomon, Bernice Solomon, Judy Forbes 

                         Please meet for 8.45am start. 

Please note:     The tables are heavy.  Please do not try to lift them on your own. 

Meeters and Greeters   At 9.05am, the first two names on this list move to the front door 

to welcome people, mark the attendance roll, check for apologies, sort the counters for the 

birthday draw. 

Morning Tea       Shona Bowman and Glenys Greaves (to assist the two co-ordinators at 

morning tea time only). 

Guest Speaker    Dr Lew Jilllings 

Introduced by     Graham Kelly          Thank Speaker  Margaret Faulkner 
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Dates for our Diaries 

03 October         Mah Jong   Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

04 October         Walking Group  Tuesdays Whitby Lake 9.00am  

04 October         Genealogy 1.30pm  genealogy section  Porirua Library 

05 October         Probus Meeting  9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 

10 October         Photography  9.30am  venue tbc at Club Meeting 

13 October         Book Lovers  7 Gannet Way Whitby Village 10.15am 

13 October         Dine-Out  Te Onepu, Whitireia 12 noon 

17 October         Mah Jong   Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.30pm 

19 October         500  7 Portage Place 10.00am 

21 October         Outing  Parliament 10.30am 

31 October         Cinema  Lighthouse Pauatahanui 10.00am for 10.30am  

02 November      Probus Meeting  9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms 

06 November      Wine and Cheese Soiree  4.00-6.00pm  venue tba 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 


