
THE PROBUS CLUB OF WHITBY
CLUB NUMBER: 9003945

Usually meets 1st Wednesday at 9:30am
Next Meeting Wednesday 9 April 9.30am

Whitby Bowling Club

President: Diana Paris
Vice-President: Don Quirk
Secretary: Rob McLagan
Treasurer: Gaye McGill

Committee Members
Speakers: Graeme Kelly Annette Craig
Caring/Welfare: Len Currie Facilities/Safety: Ian Webster
Newsletter: Julie McLagan Past-President: Peter Cox

Meeting March 5 2014

President Peter, as was his custom, welcomed the 87 members present with a joke, this
time set in a factory of disgruntled workers.
“I can make the boss give me a day off,” boasts one worker to his mate as he proceeds to
hang upside down from the ceiling.
“What are you doing there?” asks the boss.
“I’m a light bulb.”
“Well … Get yourself down. You’re obviously not well.  Take the day off and go home and
recover.”
A second worker makes for the door too.
“Where do you think you are going?”
“I’m going home too.  I can’t work in the dark.”

******************************

The AGM followed
President Peter presented his report remarking on the upward trend in membership
numbers and increasing participation in all events.  He thanked the interest group leaders,
the outgoing Committee members, the hospitality teams, Len Currie our compassionate
almoner, Newsletter editor Bronwyn Macfarlane who has moved to pastures warmer, Tim
Sheppard who has engaged an array of interesting guest speakers, Barb, our efficient
treasurer and Rob McLagan ever-supportive secretary. He congratulated the members who
have entertained us with their life stories while facing the 7 minute challenge.
It has been a very successful, enjoyable year for the club.

Treasurer Barb Nichols presented her report.  The club is in good financial health.



Bruce Couch has agreed to continue as auditor.

Outgoing President Peter handed over the chain of office to newly elected President Diana
who then presented Peter with his Past President’s pin.

President Diana’s comments
“I would like to record a big thank you to Peter Cox for his contribution last year as
President and also thank the outgoing committee, who were a great group to work with. I
have been a member of the Whitby Probus Club since its inception in late 2011 and I am
proud to be President of such a friendly and active club.

I would also like to thank the new committee for agreeing to stand this year and look
forward to working with them. I hope to take part in as many activities as possible. Probus
is a wonderful way to make new friendships and to enjoy the various activities associated
with the club. I would encourage everyone, and particularly the new members, to take
advantage of the many interest group activities available, which are open to
everyone. Above all remembering the purpose of Probus is Fun, Fellowship, and Friendship.
Please do not hesitate to approach any of the committee if you have any suggestions.”

******************************

General Notices

Membership fees have increased to reflect the rise in the capitation fee payable to Probus
South Pacific.  We shall each now pay $5.50 as opposed to $3.20.  The annual subscription
increases accordingly to $22.50.  The entry fee remains at $10. Subscriptions are now due.
Please make your payment direct to the Club account at the ASB.  The account details are
12-3254-0089053-00.  Of course you can give cash or a cheque made out to The Probus
Club of Whitby to Gaye, our treasurer, at the next meeting.

New Members
Two new members were inducted to the club.
Richard Lockwood introduced his wife, Sandra.
Shirleen Hughes introduced John Bathurst
A very warm welcome to you both. We look forward to getting to know you at our monthly
meetings and hope you will also join one or more of the interest groups that The Probus
Club of Whitby has to offer. The more you participate, the more you will enjoy your time
with us.

Membership is now close to capacity of 130. We welcome prospective members who will be
put on a waiting list.

Club Speakers
Secretary Rob thanked those present for volunteering to be Club speakers for the next few
months of this year. Don Quirk will approach prospective speakers and remind them when
their time draws nigh.
Further help is needed to set up the facilities before and after the meeting, so if you have
not volunteered please give it some thought and give your name to Rob McLagan
(robmclagan@seagulls.co.nz). Many hands make quick, light work!



The birthday draw was won on the first draw by the lucky person who actually drew her
own number out of the bowl! Well done!

Club speaker was Colin Edwards who had us all smiling as he shared cameos of his life to
date. He started by telling us why 1952 and 1953 were exciting years for NZ and for his
family who then lived in Christchurch.  In early ‘52 George VI died, Elizabeth was the new
queen, Colin was born.  In ‘53 Ed Hilary climbed Everest and Colin’s Dad bought a new
Austin A40 car.  In later years the discussion was that the Austin was the worst car he ever
owned and Colin the most troublesome kid!
Colin spoke of the emotional impact of a recent trip to Christchurch when he walked past the
damaged houses of his former playmates and saw the overall devastation first hand.
He shared childhood memories of holidays spent in Akaroa, then a sleepy little town of 500
inhabitants, 4 pubs, 2 dairies and the most amazing general store where you could find
anything and everything.  A young boy’s delight!  Graphic descriptions of the bach stay, hot
water from a jug boiled on the sideboard, shot springs in the couch, hard chairs, and of
course, the long drop, ripe and a wasp hazard.
Colin described his career as being in two halves.  He became an electrical engineer and
spent the first 16 years with the NZED in a stable structure which only changed when
someone retired.  There were two main divisions – Design and Operations.
In Colin’s area of power station maintenance there was no manufacturer to call on.  Innate
kiwi ingenuity made the team skilled and knowledgeable. They were highly respected
internationally.
When NZED became the Electricity Corporation, everyone’s job was disestablished and they
had to apply for new roles.  Colin became project manager at Ohaaki, a geothermal power
station in the forest north of Taupo, usually not seen apart from natural draft cooling tower.
Colin told us he went from seemingly financial incompetence to approving payments
$10m/mth without any training. There was a change of focus from a construction oriented
organisation to an operations focused company.

Colin and his partner, Bev, have 8 children, 21 grandchildren and still counting, plus great
grandchildren too.  They do not all get together at Christmas time!

******************************

Everyone enjoys the fellowship of our extended morning tea break. It is a great opportunity
to make new folk feel welcome and to engage the quieter and more retiring members with
our friendly chatter.  We all need to be mindful that it is easy to feel lonely in a crowd.   It is
not hard to make that little extra effort to engage with someone you have not spoken with
before.

******************************
Guest Speaker
Our guest speaker in March was Bill Bevan from the Kapi-Mana Legal Services. He is an
educator, an accountant and a lawyer.  He spent 15 years as Managing Solicitor of the
Whitireia Community Law Centre.  Bill took us through the background of The Treaty of
Waitangi. It was an interesting presentation which filled many of the gaps in our knowledge
of the Treaty and its implications for us today.

New guest speaker organiser, Graham Kelly, is getting into his stride with highly respected
local historian Alan Dodson engaged to speak to us at our April meeting.  Alan, who was
project manager on the very successful restoration of the Plimmerton Railway Station, is a
fascinating speaker.  He will talk to us about the World War I Commemorative Programme.



Judge John Walker is lined up to speak to us at the May meeting. How fortunate we are that
he can fit us into his busy schedule!  He had a surprise for a breakfast Porirua audience of
business, education and community leaders whom he addressed recently. Judge Walker told
them that youth offending in Porirua, and elsewhere, was reducing.  In 2009, 143 young
people appeared in Porirua Youth Court. Last year it had reduced to only 43.
Judge John will talk us through this phenomenon in today’s troubled world.

Graham will welcome ideas for speakers.  Just bail him up over morning tea and he will have
pen and paper at the ready to record your ideas.

******************************

Activity Reports

Your Committee welcomes further suggestions for new interest groups.  Are you interested
in genealogy, stitching, walking, reading, getting more efficient with your i-pad? What else
interests you?  There may well be other members who would love to join you for sharing
and a chinwag. Just let someone on the committee know and we can gauge the interest.

Special request. Please go to each activity armed with your camera and send lots of photos,
with explanatory notes and names, to the newsletter editor. We shall all enjoy them!  A
picture is so much better than 1000 words!

Outings
Bruce and Margaret Carson have offered to organise club outings for the year.  They have
been busy already and advise that the next Club outing will be on April 17th to the Te Papa
Exhibitions Throne of Emperors and Shi Lu: A Revolution in Paint. In these two stunning
exhibitions from the National Museum of China, we shall see imperial treasures from two
millennia of Chinese civilisation and the revolutionary art of a modern master from China’s
turbulent 20th century. A once in a lifetime opportunity! There is a concession price of $9.
We shall meet inside the main entrance at 11.15am. You may email Bruce and Margaret (to
b.m.carson@xtra.co.nz to register your interest or fill out an attendance board at our next
meeting. When we have a list of those who wish to go, Bruce will email you with suggested
train and bus timetables.

May will bring a fascinating visit behind the scenes at Wellington Hospice. Be prepared for a
wonderful experience, not quite what you might expect!

There are many exciting outings planned ahead. Watch this space and stay tuned in when
Bruce and Margaret make their announcements at club meetings.

Last month …
Diana Paris filed her last report as convenor of outings.
”On Thursday 20 March a small group of 15 Probus club members met outside the old F
block at Porirua Hospital. Our guide was Helen Bichan, a consultant psychiatrist from 1976-
1986, then medical superintendent till 1988. Helen provided a wealth of knowledge and
showed us a glimpse of how the community has responded to people with mental illness
and /or disability since Victorian times. The hospital opened in 1887 and was originally
known as Porirua 'Lunatic' Asylum. In 1942 there was a severe earthquake which



necessitated the evacuation of patients to the Chateau and the Wairakei hotel. The main
building was then demolished. In the 1960s there were up to 1500 patients. F block opened
in 1910 and was used to house women. It is now recognised as a heritage building of
national significance. We saw one of the original rooms used to seclude very disturbed
people for their own, and others safety.  This room has been preserved as it was in the
1930s. There were exhibits of typical equipment, drugs of the times and treatments used.
The hospital was fairly self-contained with each ward having its own kitchen, hairdressing
salon, dental treatment room, library, court yard for exercise and shade house, etc as well
as gardens and farm animals used for eggs, milk and meat.
The introduction of new drugs in the 1950s meant that more patients were released and
treated in the community and in 1972 F block was deemed as no longer adequate to house
patients.
During the 1980s and 1990s Porirua Hospital continued to contract its inpatient services and
expand its services to patients in the community as they were discharged. Acute psychiatric
services have since been developed in the Hutt valley and at Kenepuru Hospital.

It was quite a sobering but very interesting glimpse into the past, and several of us then
drove over to Kenepuru hospital cafe where we enjoyed a chat over a casual coffee and
lunch.”

Mah Jong (report from Convenor, Barb Nichols)
“The Mah Jong group has met twice in March and the numbers have been good, there were
15 of us at the last game and we had lots of laughter and fun.
The Plimmerton Croquet Club is an excellent venue, bright and cheerful and with easy
parking and we are lucky that we have Probus members who have organised this facility for
us.
Usually Mah Jong meets at 1.00 p.m. on 1st and 3rd Mondays but next month the date has
yet to be fixed as 3rd Monday is Easter.  So, roll up at 1.00pm on the 7th April (1st Monday)
but as the  21st April (3rd Monday) is Easter Monday, we will arrange an alternative date if
possible and advise the group as soon as we can. I will advise the regular Mah Jong group
by e mail. If anyone else is keen to join this group, please phone me on 234 8415.
You would be most welcome.”

Cinema Group
All Whitby Probus Club members are welcome to The Lighthouse Cinema on the 4th Monday
of each month.  The movie screens at 10.30 a.m. and we usually get there a little before
that time to buy tickets, coffees and have a chat.
The Lighthouse offers a special price of $11 at the sessions we organise.  Maybe a little
more if the movie is a National Theatre Screening or a 3D movie.
The choices for April 28th are ‘Cuban Fury’,  ‘Noah’, ‘The Grand Budapest Hotel’, ‘Divergent’
(the trailer looked AWFUL), ‘The Lego Movie’ (!!! )

If you have a preference please e-mail Barb Nichols on nichols@xtra.co.nz before 5th April
and the consensus will be booked.

Cinema Visit 24th March (This report filed by Barb Nichols)
“About 28 of us went to see “The Monuments Men”. It was a great turn out.  At this rate



we will be filling the theatre!! The reviews had not been good but most of the group
enjoyed it and gave positive feedback. The movie was based on a true story of events at the
end of World War 11 but it also had a few humorous moments in it. It proved to be light
hearted entertainment on a Monday morning.
We always enjoy the coffee and chat before the movie.  Many of the group wander down to
Groundup for lunch.”

Photography (This report filed by Graham Craig)

“We had our first meeting a week ago and 8 members attended.  The weather was very
cold that day so we stayed inside and discussed many issues that members were interested
in understanding better.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, April 24 at 9.30am at 12 Exploration Way, assuming
enough members are interested, as it is between Easter and Anzac Day!  We plan to have
some discussion initially and then get out and take photos.”

500 Cards (This report filed by Allan Nichols)
“Unfortunately last month’s cards session had to be cancelled, however we will be back with
increased enthusiasm next month. The venue is 7 Portage Place and the date, the 3rd
Wednesday of each month will be 16th April at 10.00 a.m. All are welcome and we certainly
always intend to have a laugh.  Prior notice of your attention to attend would be appreciated
for setting up tables etc. nichols@xtra.co.nz ”

Dine-Out Group (This report filed by Colin Edwards and Bev Marsden)
“On a grey overcast but pleasant day a few
of our members met at Mana rail station for a
free ride into Wellington for lunch at the Old
Bailey. We picked up a few more on the way
and found yet more already seated and
waiting for us. We were then entertained
over lunch by one of the liveliest and fun
loving waiters we have experienced over the
last couple of years. Despite our best efforts
at confusing the staff by switching places
they caught us out and delivered our orders
with dexterity and efficiency. Graham went
on a fishing expedition in Ian’s pasta and hooked a few black olives and then it all went
quiet as 24 hungry people devoured their lunch. By 1:30pm coffees were served and people
started drifting off on their various errands and shopping excursions. We would have all
been finished 15mins later but some gluttons led by Dave decided the apple & rhubarb
crumble with custard, cream and icecream could not be refused. And when we rejoined the
rest of the world, the sun was shining on a pleasant afternoon.”

The next Dine-Out will be on Thursday 10 April, the day following our monthly
meeting. Details and the booking form will be available at the meeting on 9 April.



GOLF (This report filed by Allan Nichols)
“Last month we had our first meeting of the nine hole golf section and had a good
attendance of 11 players. Unfortunately next month the venue at Judgeford Golf Course is
booked with Ladies Pennants which were postponed from a few weeks ago. I have spoken
to the Manor Park Golf Club and they would be happy to host us on the 14th April however
we would have to tee off from 8.30 am. The golf course is very flat and although a bit
longer than Judgeford is a good course to play, because Monday is a $20 golf day they will
charge $15 for nine holes and $20 for 18 which is quite a good deal. If anyone is interested
they could give me a call as I will have to book the tee times if possible by next Monday
31st March either on 234 8415 or e mail nichols@xtra.co.nz

**********************************

April Roster for Club Duties

Here are the Club Duty Volunteers for April.  Please note:  If you cannot be present to
undertake your duty, then please arrange a substitute.

Setting up and Meeting and Greeting
Lindsay Kelly, Peter Lilico, Barb Nichols, Allan Nichols
Note: the first two persons listed for each month also act as the Meeters and Greeters after
helping to set up (should be on the door by 9.05am and should tick off all those who have
arrived before that time). The Meeters and Greeters also take a note of the birth dates for
that month for the Birthday draw – Secretary Rob provides a calendar for each month.

Club Speaker Don Quirk

Morning Tea Duties (to assist the two co-ordinators) Doreen Fleming and Annette Craig

Please check the main hot water heater in the kitchen is turned on as soon as you arrive.

Thank Guest Speaker Margaret Faulkner

******************************

Dates for our Diaries

7 April Mah Jong Plimmerton Croquet Club 1.00pm

9 April Probus meeting 9.30am Whitby Bowling Club Rooms
Subscriptions due

10 April Dine-Out Group Venue tbc at meeting on 9 April

14 April Golf at Manor Park Golf Club tbc.  Contact Allan Nichols Phone 2348415

16 April 500 Cards 7 Portage Place 10.00am

17 April Outing to the Te Papa Exhibitions  Meet at the main entrance at 11.15am

24 April Photography Group 10.00am at 12 Exploration Way



28 April Cinema Group meets 10.00am for coffee and chat before movie at 10.30am

******************************

To finish …

The Psychiatrist and the Proctologist

Two doctors, a psychiatrist and a proctologist, opened a practice in a small town.  They put
up a sign reading, “Dr Smith and Dr Jones: Hysterias and Posteriors.”
The Town Council was not happy with the sign so the doctors changed it to read,
“Schizoids and Haemorrhoids.”
This was not acceptable either, so in an effort to satisfy the Council they changed the sign
to,”Catotonics and High Colonics.”  No go.
Next they tried, “Manic Depressives and Anal Retentives.”  Thumbs down again.
Then came, “Minds and Behinds.”  Still no good.
Another attempt resulted in, ”Lost Souls and Butt Holes.”  Unacceptable again!
So they tried,”Analysis and Anal Cysts.”  Not a chance.
"Nuts and Butts?" No way.
"Freaks and Cheeks?" Still no go.
"Loons and Moons?" Forget it.
Almost at their wits’ end, the doctors finally came up with,
"Dr Smith and Dr Jones, Odds and Ends."

Everyone loved it.

******************************

Julie McLagan
jmclagan@seagulls.co.nz
phone 237-9022


